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Farmers

JOOUSES
added to

program

Farm program payment limita-
tions weren’t changed in the 2002
Farm Bill, but because of other
changes in the law some producers
may hit the $40,000 payment limit
for the first time this year. The
changes — higher direct payment
ratesand the addition of soybeansas
a contract commodity — may lead
producers to add their spouses as
joint operatorswhen describingtheir
operations to the Cheyenne County
Farm Service Agency.

According to Angie Bock, County
Executive Director for the Cheyenne
County Farm Service Agency, many
farming operationsinvolvebothahus-
band and wife who could qualify as
separate “persons,” but, for various
reasons, only one spouse has been the
program participant and payment re-
cipient. In these cases, both spouses
were part of the farming operation as
of April 1, but the farming operation
was not necessarily represented to the
Farm Service Agency as being com-
prised of both spouses.

Producerscan normally add quali-
fied spousesasprogram participants
before April 1 each year. Since the
2002 Farm Bill was signed into law
on May 13 and the new commaodity
payment rateswere announced after
that, Director Bock said Farm Ser-
vice Agency is giving eligible pro-
ducersuntil Aug. 1to add qualified
spouses as program partici pants, ef-
fective for 2002.

Director Bock cautioned that pay-
ment eligibility and payment limita-
tion determinations that apply for
2002, apply to all 2002 paymentsand
benefits, includingthosealready made
thisyear under the 1996 Farm Bill. If
based on arevised 2002 “ person” de-
termination, theoriginal spousewould
not be eligible for 100 percent of the
payments already received. The
amount of the overpayment must be
refunded beforetherevised determina-
tion can be applied.

Additional information about
“person” determinations and pay-
ment limitationsisavailablefromthe
Cheyenne County Farm Service
Agency, West Highway 36 or by call-
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Twowomen still enjoy ther pie

By Peggy Horinek

Thesetwowomenlovegood pieand
it must be good for them. Garnett
Miller,whoturned 99 onApril 25, and
her sister Esther Walter, 86, both of St.
Francis, drovetotheBlueBird Cafein
Bird City “because we heard you had
good pie.” They also have sisters,
Lydia Webster, 101, of McCook,

Emma Tilton, 94, of Californiaand
Pearlene Rath, 88 of St. Francis.
When they lived in Haigler, there
wasaguest house closeto their house
and they would get Johnathon appl es,
peel and make pies. One year they
made 73 piesintwodays. Thenextyear
they slowed down alittle and only
made 53 pies. The following year it

was35and slowly dwindled until they
quit altogether. Garnett and Esther
would each keep 1/3 of the pies and
give1/3to Garnett’ sdaughter-in-law.
They said it was quite nice when go-
ingto apot luck to just pull apieout.

It was ajoy visiting with these two
women and we hope they will visit
Bird City again soon.

| mprovementsmade
at &t. Francistheater

By Karen Krien

The Cheyenne Theater isproviding
better, more recent movies since the
committee changed movie brokers
about twoyearsago but peoplemay not
realize that there are changes which
may not be as apparent.

Bob Bixler and Kelly Frewen, The-
ater Committee members, reported
thatinthelast year, anew speaker sys-
tem wasinstalled. Now, the audience
will have sub-woofer, center, left and
right channel speakerswhichenhances
theold system. Mr. Bixler pointed out
that with the new sound system, it is
likethe person on the screenis speak-
ing directly to the audience.

“In the past, all of the sounds were
mixed and cameout in just two speak-
ers,” Mr. Frewen said.

Whenthespeakerswereinstalled, it
was necessary to install a perforated
screenwhichallowsthesoundtocome
through. Some new equipment in the
project booth was al so added.

Thecost for theseitemswasaround
$8,000 whichwasan accumul ation of
incomeduringthelast year toyear and
ahalf.

Mr. Frewenpointed out that the The-
ater Committee would not have had
thismoney forimprovementshadit not
beenfor thecity which ownsthebuild-
ing, pays the utilities and repairsin-
cludinginstalling anew roof.

It should be noted that the Theater
Committee donates many hours of
work. They put up the screen which,

accordingtoMr. Frewen, took several
tries. And, recently, they painted the
lobby and entrance area.

Lastly, the ceiling fans, donated by
former St. Francisresident Bill Keller
of Stanion Electric, Pratt, werefinally
hung and are now operating. Thefans
had been put of f becauseof thecost and
local companieswerebusy. Becauseof
thehighlocationof thefans, local com-
panies were glad when Dennis
Shelton, instructor of the electrical
department at Northwest KansasAres
Vocational College in Goodland vol-
unteered to put up thefansto give the
students hand-on experience and the
costswouldbeonly $1,000whichwas
for parts not included with thefans.

“Y ouwouldbesurprised how much
those fans movethe air around,” said
Mr. Bixler.

Now the fans better cool the main
seating area which is okay since the
balcony isused only as*“overflow.”

The popcorn machine is being re-
paired and within the next few weeks,
the aroma of popcorn will be luring
peopleintothetheater and, whilethey
arethere, look around and appreciate
theimprovements.

Membersof the Theater Committee
are: Colleen Shannon, president; Mr.
Bixler, Mr. Frewen, Robert Grace, Deb
Harper, Naomi Holliman, Tim Burr,
Rell Zimbelman, Steve Orth, Natalie
Knodel, city council representative;
and Mary Lampe, city clerk.

Book Review

South of McDonald

By Sandy Binning

Judy Crawford of Indianapolis,
Ind., was a Tuesday overnight
guest of Joeand Charlene Kramer.
Diane Shay and children werebrief
evening callersat the Kramer home
to see Judy. John and Phyllis Scott
were Tuesday evening and supper
guests of the Kramers. Judy
Crawford is a cousin of John and
Charlene.

Lynn and Rita Officer attended
thewedding of Rita’ snephew, Joel
Dewey at Ellinwood Saturday.
They visited with family and
friends at Great Bend Friday until
Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. David
Zumbahlen, Bird City are
pleased to announcethe engage-
ment of their daughter, Manda
Kay to Dustin Michael Thomp-
son, sonof Mr.andMrs. Michael
Thompson, Centralia.

Manda is a 1997 graduate of
Centralia High School and a
2001 graduate of Washburn Uni-
versity in Topeka. Sheis cur-
rently employed at Community
Hospital Onaga and Nemaha

Coupleannounces
November wedding

registered nurse. Her grandpar-
ents are Freda and Art Siems of
Beatrice, Neb.

CentraliaHigh School andiscur-
rently attending Kansas State
University majoring in Wildlife
Management. His grandparents
are Ronald and Mary Meade of
Centralia and Elaine Thompson
of Frankfort.

at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

Dustin is a 1998 graduate of

A Nov. 30 weddingisplanned

-

Bird City PublicLibrary
A Painted House

John Grisham hasrocketed to thetop
of thebestsaller listswith 111egal thrill-
ers. Now thistalented author of fersusan
evocativecoming-of-agenovel that will
warmyour heart.

To the Chandler family in 1950’ s
Black Oak, Ark., the cotton season
meanshardwork, aninflux of temporary
workers- and a host of complications.
Hank Spruill, oneof thehiredhands, has
aviolent temper that hasgottenhiminto
troublewiththelaw. Taly, hissister, i<
smittenwith Cowboy, aMexicanlaborer
Hank despises. Andwithall theturmoil,
sevenyear-old L uke Chandler has seen
alot morethan most kidshisage.

Infact, Lukeknowsmany interesting
secrets. And although he innocently
dreamsof playingball for the Cardinals
and visiting the carnival, trouble is
brewing...for one of the dark secrets he
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Cowboy - Cowgirl Poets & Musicians Richard Bursch for District 1 Commissioner
And Just Plain Story Tellers | would like to ask for your vote on August 6.
‘ - Below are some issues | intend to work on if
r§ voted into office.
\ ’ 1. Work to help peoplerealize how great Chey-
h . . .
We here at  St.FrancisKs.com O enne County is to live In.
With the help and support of businesses in the community o 2. Work at county level to encourage our
Are having a Poetry and Music Gathering (7) young pe0p|e to stay N Cheyenne County.
Wednesday, July 31, 2002 )
-.— 3. Work at a county level to have the best

At 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

g

Cheyenne Co. Hospital
Farm Bureau Insurance
Owens True Value
Shay Realty

Yost Ford Mercury
Ross Manufacturing
Sunshine Travel

Goff Agency

All Pro Auto Parts
Homesteader Motel
The Artist Corner
Goodell Greenhouse
Marci Rueb

or by Email

WO O 40’/77{\/0
P\d\»(\'\s‘i" & 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Ch /SS/'OO
C\(\a‘g At the Cheyenne Theater Q@e

St. Francis, Kansas

Final program scheduling will depend on the number of participants.
If you would like to participate, or want more Info?

Please Contact me at
(785) 332-2367

First National Bank

K.M. Clothier

Schultz’s

Video Connection
Bankwest

Country Collage Antiques
Dee’s Creations & Floral
Dusty Farmer Restaurant
Sainty Super Foods

St. Francis Tire & Service
Tasteful Treasures

The Windmill Restaurant
Town & Country Clothing

plcra@ruraltel.net
Phil Crawford (roundup foreman)
P.O. Box 454, St. Francis, KS 67756

Grace Flying Service
Bier’s Hometown Store
Pizza Hut

Captain Hook’s

Yost Farm Supply
Bandel Home Center
Keller Auto Supply
Frewen Insurance
Stuarts Jewelry
Empire Motel

Park Hill Restaurant
Tri-State Lumber

Van Allen Inc.

schools.

own.

District 1 - Comm

medical care possible.

4. Work to ensure that Cheyenne County pro-
vides the best education possible in our

5. Work on a long term plan to improve our
roads so that they can properly handle the
larger farm equipment that most farmers now

Please feel free to call me on these issues or any
others that you are concerned with. | would be
honored to be given the opportunity to be your
commissioner. | would greatly appreciate your
vote on August 6. Please, above all, exercise your
right to vote.

Pol. adv. pd for by Richard Bursch




