County hospital board moves
ahead with remodeling

By Karen Krien

The remodeling of the clinic in St.
Franciswasdiscussed whenthe Chey-
enne County Hospital Board met on
July 18.

Living Independently In Northwest
Kansas (LINK) representative, Rick
Knight hadinformedtheadministrator
that thereweresomeminor changesin
theclinicremodelingthat neededtobe
madetomeet American Disability Act
codes. He said hewasrecommending
these changes before the work was
doneto avoid making adjustments af -
ter the remodeling was compl eted.

Some of the changes included: the
kind of door knobs, handrails and el-
evator controlsinstalled.

Itwasnoted that thebid opening date
for contractors doing the work on the
clinichad been postponedto 2 p.m.on
July 30. This move was to make sure
that all contractor’s questions were
fully answered andtheboard could get
the best prices available from al bid-
ding parties.

Some of the board members ques-
tioned someof thespecificationsinthe
plans, especially about thebricks. One
contractor was concerned that those
bricks could not be matched unless
specially ordered and then, that would
make the recommended price higher.
There was also a question about the
contractor providing aheated and air-
conditioned trailer.

Hospital elevator

Les Lacy, hospital administrator,
had receivedacertified|etter concern-
ing the hospital’ s elevator. It recom-
mended that the elevator have ahigh-
pressuretest for $375. The cost of the
test wasnot aproblemto theboard but
several board members wereworried
that, if thetest wereperformed, it could
blow some of theworking parts of the
elevator.

Members discussed putting off the
test until the lab and X-ray could be
moved upstairs because it would be
almost impossible to take some pa-
tients down the stairs to these depart-

By Karen Krien

Durrell Kelly from Grant
Thornton, an audit company, pre-
sented the hospital’ saudit when he
met withthe Cheyenne County Hos-
pital Board on July 18. The audit
showed no major problems and
board memberswereencouragedto
ask questions.

One of the questions concerned
the audit company and if the com-
pany isanemployeeof Great Plains
Health Alliance, thecompany which
leasesthe hospital, or if it wasinde-
pendent.

Mr. Kelly explained that Grant

Hospitalauditpasses

Thornton was a nationally known
audit company and the audit at the
Cheyenne County Hospital was
considered asanindependent audit.
It was noted that this issue has al-
waysbeenaconcernof thecommis-
sioners.

Mr. Kelly assured the board that
thecompany did not do all of Great
Plains’ hospital audits. He also
pointed out that thereisnoincentive
fortheadministrator or Great Plains
to create a “bottom line” — no
vestedinterest but definitely under-
stood their concern as they were
dealing with taxpayer’ smoney.

ments. However, on the other side,
there was the worry that the elevator
would “blow” with patients and/or
staff on board and there could beinju-
ries.

Administrator Lacy saidthat hedoes
not know of any danger to people
riding theelevator — that thisisjust a
precautionary test.

It was decided to send the letter to
Roger John, director of Great Plains
Health Alliance, the company which
leasesthe hospital. If therewereto be
aliability coverage, theAlliancewould
beresponsible. He will report back at
the next meeting.

Tax creditsawar ded

The board was informed that the
county had been awarded $210,000in
tax creditsto help raise $300,000 for
the Cheyenne County Hospital. The
money will be used to put in a new
ambulance entrance and heating and
air-conditioning system.

Thetax creditsprovideamechanism
to steer alarge portion of their state
income taxes back to Cheyenne
County.

Thefirstdeadlinein2002isDec. 31

with the second deadline being Dec.
31, 2003.
In other business

In other business:

» The board okayed school funding
for TristaKriegh, nursing student. She
will then comeback tothe county hos-
pital towork.

* The board authorized that the ad-
ministrator, Susan Roelfs and Candi
Hetrick write grants for the hospital
and clinic.

* Thehospital receiveditscost report
settlement check for 2001. Thischeck
isjust over $200,000and representsthe
amount the hospital wasunderpaid by
the Medicare programin that year.

» Therehad beenmorepatientscared
for at thehospital inthe month of June
and the outpatient volume had been a
littleslower. However, thehospital had
been ableto meet its cash needs since
the last board meeting.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the hospital
board has been set for 7:30 p.m. on
Aug. 15 in the basement of the clinic
acrossthestreet fromthehospital in St.
Francis.

City cleanup still underway

Attorney MikeDay informedthe St.
Francis City Council that the petition
instructing ErvaGeneDeAragontore-
movethewhitetrailer housewhichsets
back from College and Second streets
wasfiled in district court.

Attorney Day has also sent notice
to the owner of the property on 215
N. Adamsconcerningthetreesinthe
city’s power lines. The notice was
sent by restricted mail and once 30
days elapse from the time the notice

Councildiscussnewcity
hall remodeling project

At the St. Francis City Council
meeting on July 16, Councilman
Roger Jensen noted that the remod-
eling of thenew city hall isproceed-
ing as schedul ed.

A bill from Penn Building for par-
tial payment was submitted and ap-
proved.

Chief of PoliceJason Ryan said he
had discussed the holding cell light-
ing fixture and duct work in the new
buildingwith other law officials. The
council felt that, no longer than a
person would be held there and the
fact that there would be an officer
present at all times, awire mesh cov-
ering the light would be sufficient
coverage. The duct work was also
discussed.

Councilwoman Kay Shay excus-

ing herself from the meeting and the
council approved to have Rodney
Shay, certified appraiser, appraise
thefacility on 113 West Washington.
Hisfeeis$400.

Councilman Jensen asked if the
appraised value would be open for
public knowledge. He felt that one
optiontoselling thefacility would be
to put it out on bids and that if the
appraised value was not open to the
public there would be a chance of
gettingmoremoney for thebuilding.

Attorney Mike Day noted that he
would check into the matter.

The council approved for Mayor
Scott Schultz, when ordering thetile
for thenew city hall building, toalso
order the tile for the kitchen in the
building.

The Most Anytime Minutes Around.

1000 wires

ONLY

$2922,

400 NATIONWIDE
|| TOLL-FREE CALLING

. ano UNLIMITED
4 NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS

PLUSA [
MOTOROLA}

V2397

DIGITAL

PHONE | == .‘
HOME AREA MINUTES 4 STATE REGIONAL MINUTES e

{ FORJUST$299

MONTH
]

Decision Weather - “The High Plains very own Meteorologists!”
119 S. 1st Atwood - 1-866-SKY-EYES - On the hilltop in Sainty
» Receive a 7 am text-message weather forecast & updates/warnings
» FREE Delivery & 800# Customer Service
www.decisionweather.com

UNICEL

ALTARRaT LAl

THE TRYING TRIO:
Stress, Depression and Suicide Workshop
Mon., Aug. 5 ® 1-5p.m. mT

United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
803 Chief Street = Benkelman, Neb.

isreceived, thecity will thenbeable
to go in and remove the trees. The
cost will be incurred unto the prop-
erty owner’ staxes.

The council then discussed other
property cleanups. They felt that the
property cleanups had worked best
when they localized an area. Coun-
cilman Roger Jensen suggested
working on cleaning up the highway
property. Superintendent J.R.
Landenberger asked that he speak
personally to those property owners
needing to clean their property up
first and then report back to the next
council meeting. It should be noted
that property east of Lorraine Street
isout of the city limits.

Superintendent L andenberger said
that thecity hasbeen cleaning alleys
with a few complaints from resi-
dents. He explained that the alleys
needed to be clear in order for the
trash truck to get through and that
they were only clearing the city’s
right-of-way which is 18 to 20 feet.

Thecouncil approvedfor Attorney
Day tosubmit tothecity’ sinsurance
a claim concerning a resident trip-
ping over aconcreteslabinthealley
betweentheBier' sHometown Store
and the 100th block of West Wash-
ington Street. Superintendent
Landenberger will check intoremov-
ing the slab.

Thursday, July 25, 2002

Saint Francis Herald 3A

LAWNRIDGE 4-H CLUB membersbuilt atrailer, withthehelp of 4-H leader Brain Ford, tosell
ticketsasafundraiser for theclub. Thosepictured areJustin Sherlock, Scott FordCody Sherlock,
Megan and Kattie Ford . Not pictured are Chanceand BrooksHobr ock.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Ropersandbarrel racerscompete

By Karen Krien

A local teamroping and barrel racing
will beheldat 7p.m.onWednesday night
of thefair infront of thefairgrounds.

Cliff Pilkington, chairman of the
event, reportedthat 30to50ropingteams
have already indicated that they will be
competing. Thecontestsareopentoev-
eryonein the county and following the
show, therewill be additional roping.

The stock is being provided by the
Northwest Kansas Team Roping Asso-
ciation.

Theentryiscashonly andwill costthe
team$20forthreehead, however, teams
can enter as many times as they want.
Buckleswill begivenfor thefirst prize
and cash prizeswill beawarded for sec-
ond and third.

Barrel racing

Rodeo and barrel
racing action set

By Karen Krien

A full-fledged rodeo will be held at
7:30 on Friday night along with junior
barrel racing. Whiletherodeo hasmany
professionsentered, thereisroomfor the
local riders but those planning to enter
must call their entriesinon July 25from
5:30to10p.m. Cliff Pilkington, commit-
tee chairman, reported that thisis abso-
|utely necessary and the number is580-
349-5772.

Therodeoisput onby theKansasPro
Rodeo Assocation and the Nebraska
State Rodeo Association.

“We are expecting the same good

Student
graduates

AmandaTerry, a
1996 graduateof St.
FrancisCommunity
High School, re-
ceivedher associate
of appliedsciencein
nursing on May 17
from Cloud County
Community Col-
lege. Amandaisem-
ployed by Republic
County Hospital in Belleville.

Sheisthedaughter of Deanand Donna
Terry, Goodland, and granddaughter of
Jean Loyd, St. Francis.

Terry
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DOINGS AT THE MILL

Due to circumstances beyond my
control Mill and Seed will be
CLOSED:

July 20-22, 27 & August 3

OPEN:
July 23 - 31

Speaker: Wayne L. Lofton, Ed. S.,
Community Mental Health Consultant and Pastor, Ohallah, KS

Cost: Free to the public
Professionals wanting CEU’s - $32
Preregistration is not required

Jointly sponsored by =Benkelman-Max-Stratton United Methodist Parish
<Dundy Co. Ministerial Assoc. *NW Kansas Area Health Education Center

9 a.m.- Noon and 1-5 p.m.
August 1-2 from 9 a.m.-Noon

Thanks and Sorry for any inconvenience
........O.........I.... Bob
. Enjoy the Fair! *  MILL AND SEED

bucking stock fromY umaRodeo Stock
out of Torrington, Wyo., said Mr.
Pilkington, noting that the owner had
promised his best horses and bucking
bullsto cometo . Francis.

“They will have had a break and
shouldbebuckin’ pretty goodby thetime
they get here.”

Contestswill include: bareback riding,
calf roping, saddle bronc, ladies
breskaway, steer wrestling, teamroping,
ladiesbarrelsand bull riding.

“Last year we were alittle short on
rough stock ridersbut thisyear, thereis
more money to be won and hopefully,
they will havesufferedlessinjuries,” Mr.
Pilkingtonsaid.“ Therearea sonoother
conflictswith other rodeos.”

Barrel racing

In conjunction with therodeo, ajun-
ior barrel race will be held during the
rodeo. A maximum of 10 local entries
can be taken and they will need to call
ShawnaBlankaat 785-332-2875before
Aug.1

TheNational Barrel HorseAssocation
District K S07issponsoringabarrel race
that same night and entrieswill open at
5:30p.m. Membershipintheassociation
isnot required to enter thisrace.

Therewill bethePeeWeeracefor kids
8 and under, Y outh Barrelsfor 18 and
under, andtheopenclassfor al ages. The
barrel racewill beruninaccordancewith
the Assocation’ srulesincluding there-
quirement of wearingal ong-deeveshirt
and hat.

For moreinformationor toenter early,
contact KSO7 district director, Shawna
Blankaat 785-332-28750r Deb Christy,
K S07 district representativeat 785-332-

3053.
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Free Wrap

There is a current radio ad that says
“If you do not vote,
decisions for you.”

Make sure your voice is heard

by voting for:
JANE C.W.

County Commissioner

others are making

BRUBAKER

District #1

| would appreciate your vote on Aug. 6

Pol. Adv. pd. for by Jane C.W. Brubaker
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If Drought Management is forcing
you to wean early

Give Us A Call

Jay Wiechman
Scott City, KS
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