Parade planned for Saturday

St. Francis farmer,
former 4-H leader is
marshal of parade

The Cheyenne County Fair Parade
will beginon St. Francis' Main Street
at 10 a.m. on Saturday.

Dawn Lucas, coordinator of the
parade, reported that entries were
slow comingin but it looks like the
parade is going to be another great
one! Entrieswill be taken up to Fri-
day and late comersmay jointhe pa-
rade Saturday morning but they
might not beannounced asthey come
down the street.

Thisyear’ sparadeisoneof special
meaning since the Sept. 11 attack.
Thethemeis*United We Stand.”

Everyoneisencouraged to support
the nation as they participate in the
parade. Mrs. Lucas expects a lot of
red, white and blue.

Those planning on having 4-
wheelers, vehicles, motorcycles or
decorated golf carts and want their
name mentioned as they go through
the parade, will need to fill out an
entry form. Forms can be picked up
at Bankwest, First National Bank, the
extension officeor at the St. Francis
Herald.

“Please don’t wait until Saturday
morning to register,” Mrs. Lucas
said.

The parade will follow the same
route aslast year and it will begin at
the high school on College Street.
The parade will leave the school at
9:30s0it canbeonMain Street at 10.
All entries are expected to be at the
high school around 8:30 a.m.

For more questions, contact Mrs.
Lucasat Bankwest, 785-332-3333 or
at home, 785-332-3212.

Fair parade marshal

John Finley has been selected as
this year’s fair parade marshal. He
has been hel ping with the Cheyenne
County Fair for years and seldom
missed a parade. Check thisweek’s
St. Francis Herald and Bird City
Timesfor moreabout the Grand M ar-
shal

Maverick Band to perform

For the past two years, the Maver-
ick Band has provided music for the
fair paradeandthisyear, they planto
play again. Van Burrus along with
Abby Burr and Hal Sager will bepar-
ticipating with the band. Following
the parade, the band will be in con-
cert in the park behind the court-
house. L ater, the Cheyenne County
Shrine Club memberswill be provid-
ing lunch for the band members.
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The parade en-
trieswill gather at
the high school
about 9 am. and
the paradewill beginat 10 a.m. on St.
Francis' Main Street.

Mr. Finleyisafamiliar sightaround
theareaespecially at fair timewhenhe
volunteers hours and days of histime
to helping the fair be one of the best.
He can be seenin thelivestock barns,
helping with the sale or nailing tin on
theroof of afair building but thisyear,
hewill takethe seat of honor as Grand
Marshal.

Mr. Finley has spent almost hisen-
tire life in Cheyenne County. As a
youngster, he was amember of a4-H
clubwhichlonger exists. Eachyear he
took asteer anddairy heiferstothefair.
He liked working with livestock but
especially liked horses.

When he went to college at Kansas
State University in Manhattan, he re-
ceived adegreein animal science but
hismaininterest washorsesand rodeo.
He was a charter member of the K-
State Rodeo Club and participated in
the calf roping eventinthefirst Inter-
Collegiate Rodeo Association Rodeo
which was held in the Cow Palacein
San Franci sco.

Histrip to San Francisco was long
andtiring. Six of therodeo enthusiasts
took two cars and drove non-stop to
Cadlifornia, stoppingonly longenough
for short breaks, food and gas.

“ldidn’t placebut | cansay that | was
there and participated,” Mr. Finley
said.

Onewinter whilehewasat K-State,
hetook ahorsewith him. Hekept him
attherailroad stockyardsbut thestock-
yardswereacrosstownfromwherehe
wasstaying. Hehad abikewhich heput
a motor on. The saddle was placed
across the handlebars and he was off
with the rest of the gear strapped on
elsewhere. Hewasprobably quiteasite
but it was the only way he had to get
from hometo the horse.

Hewasactiveinrodeofor 10 years,

Finley
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often being a participant in the local
rodeos. He worked with the Fair Ro-
deo Committeefrom 1949tothisyear
and helped construct the fair rodeo
arena. In 1985, he was awarded the
RCA Gold Membership card.

Mr.Finley ssidhewas7- or 8-years-
oldwhen heattendedthefirstfair. The
exhibit areawasbehind thecourthouse
inSt. Francisand temporary penswere
put up. Harvey Stuart wasin chargeof
theexhibits. Thenthelivestock exhib-
itsweremoved to the sale barn.

Inthelate 30sor early 40s, thefair-
ground was established at the present
site. HeremembersJenkinsHall being
erected and he pointed out that thisis
the only building at the fairgrounds
which is named for a person. Mrs.
Jenkins (Mr. Finley couldn’t remem-
ber her first name) was a home eco-
nomic agent.

“Everyoneliked her,” hesaid.

From Jenkins Hall, the livestock
barn was added to the west and hog
barns to the north. During the 1960s,
theWestern RepublicanHereford As-
sociation was active and holding
yearly salesinJenkinsHall butitreally
wasn’'t satisfactory. They, with the
permission of thefair board, addedthe
saleringwherethe Premium Salesare
held today.

When Mr. Finley returned to St.
Francisafter graduating from college,
heworkedwith Joeand GladysNeilan,
whowerethePlum Creek 4-H leaders.
Later, heand hiswife Bernadinewere
married and whentheir children came
along, they again became activein 4-
H, being club leadersfor 14 years.

“We always supported 4-H and
thought that it and thefair wereinvalu-
able,” hesaid.

In years past, he hasridden a horse
in the parade but this year, he has
changed hisform of horse-power to a
convertible. Heal so plansto havepart
of hisgrandchildren with him.

He will be 75-years-old on Aug. 8
and hehasseenalot of fairsand work-
ers and, when he was asked what
makesafair—agoodfair —, hesaid,
“Volunteers! Therewouldn’'t beafair
without volunteers and the support of
parents and the community!”
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More about band memberstold

By Karen Krien

TheMaverick Band whichwill be
playing in the parade and in concert
onAug. 3will have about 25, maybe
30membersandthreeof themwill be
from Cheyenne County. Everyoneis
urgedtobringtheir chairsand asack
lunch to the park following the pa-
rade so they can enjoy the band.

Van Burrushasbeen playing with
the band for a number of years and
last year, Abby Burr, playing the
coronet, and Hal Sager, onthe snare

Second L ieutenant
JamesT. Keller
Second L ieutenant
Melissa S. Keller

James T. Keller and Melissa S.
Keller have been commissioned as
second lieutenants in the U.S. Air
Forceafter completingtheAir Force
Reserve Officer Training Corps
(ROTC) program and graduating
with abachelor’ s degree from Kan-
sas State University.

Air Force Reserve Officer Training
Corpsis an educational program de-
signed to provide college students an
opportunity to be Air Force officers
after completing military study
coursesand bachel or’ sdegreerequire-
ments at a host college or university.
The program isthe largest and ol dest
source of commissioning officersfor
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drums, joined the band and Mr.
Burrussaidthat hethought they were
planning to play with the band again
thisyear.

Mr. Burrus, who playsclarinet, be-
gan playing with Shriner Band in
1969 but there were not enough
Shriners so Rolland Emmett of
Arapahoe, Neb., organized a band.
Now anyone is welcome to join
them.

The mailing list of membersis
about 120 but usually 30 to 35 show

the Air Force, with amission to pro-
ducehighly qualified military leaders
and better citizensfor America

J.Kellerisacivil engineer normally
assigned to the 75th Civil Engineer
Group at Hill Air Force Base, Odgen,
Utah.

M. Kellerisaresearchand develop-
ment project engineer normally as-
signed to the Air Logistics Center at
Hill Air Force Base, Odgen, Utah.

Second Lieutenant JamesKeller and
Second Lieutenant MelissaKeller are
husband and wife.

Heistheson of TomE. and LeaB.
Keller of St. Francisandal1997 gradu-
ate of St. Francis Community High
School and sheisthedaughter of Galen
R. and Sharon McDonald of
Mullinville and a 1996 graduate of
Greensburg High School.

up to play. It depends on how far
away it is. Mr. Burrus has already
traveled a few miles this season to
play with the band. One weekend he
and hiswifeNola, who goesalongfor
theride(not to play intheband), went
toMason City, Neb., whichisa450-
mile round trip. Another weekend,
they went to Arapahoe where they
played in the parade and held a con-
cert. That same weekend, they
played at the Warp Museum in
Mindon and in the “Arch” at
Kearney. Last weekend, thetempera-
turewas 106 degrees but they playec
intheparadeand held several perfor-
mances later in Lincoln, Neb.

Mr. Burrus said that he and his
clarinet have been anumber of places
anditisafunway to bringasmileto
people watching the parade.

Bob Holms of Mason City is also
amember of the band and was at St.
Francislast year. Hereported that he
got up at 3 a.m. to do his chores and
madeit to St. Francisintimefor the
parade. Hissister livesinY ork, Neb.,
and she made the drive with him so
she could bein the parade.

Following the parade and concert
on Aug. 3, the Cheyenne County
Shriners will feed the band in the
Shriner’s shelter at the St. Francis
city park.
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DROUGHT RELIEF

1-800-858-5974

Mix 30 Liquid Supplement

Improve weight gains & conception rates with the most
economical and effective supplement on the market.

' MIX 30 improves the cows
| ability to convert low quality
forages such as CRP grass.

| MIX 30 preconditions calves
' for more successful weaning.

Contact Callicrate Feedyard
for more Information:

1-785-332-3344

Tanaka Power Equipment

Brush Cutter

Grass Trimmer

£

HEARING PROBLEMS?

Most Hearing Loss Can Be Helped

Miniscopic Completely-in-the-Canal

Programmable hearing Instrument is
programmable to fit
your hearing needs.

All Styles
Programmables
Digitals

Judy Montoya
St. Francis
BATTERIES
FREE HEARING TESTS
REPAIR

So small...Only you know it's therel!

Precision Hearing Aid Center
Chic Becker

1610 Main Goodland, Ks. K€
Board Certified
Toll Free: 1-888-899-3169 ¢ Local: (785) 899-3166

Research studies show that persons who use
hearing aids have an improved quality of life.

Tanuon Photo

785-626-3477 = Atwood, KS

10th Anniversary Special
The Class of 1993 got me started in this
business ... So the Class of 2003 receives
a Special Deal!
Any Senior in Rawlins or
Cheyenne County starting
Now thru August 31

[1 No Sitting Fee on 24 Poises
[] Take your Photo’s Now

and Order Later!

Call lla at 785-626-3477
Evenings & Weekend Available

NEW! ()

24 cc/l.2hp

* Weighs only 10.8 Ibs
* New Low Profile Guard

* 7mm Solid Steel Drives Shaft
"« Has one of the Best Power-to-Weight
Ratios in the Industry.
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TANAKA'S 1/2/5 WARRANTY
All products used commercially (including rental use) carry a one year warranty
except the AST-210 and TBC-2251 which are not designed for commercial use. For
homeowners, all products carry a 2 year warrantee. All electronic ignition models
carry a five year part replacements warranty. One Year Rental Warranty.

[J Chain Saws [l Hedge Trimmers
[ Leaf Blowers [J Post Hole Diggers
and much more at your local

TANAKA Dealer

Keller Auto Supply

100 E. Washington « St. Francis » 785-332-2138




