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Open meetings’records
still misunderstood

Whatever thereason, there’ sstill way toomuch
misunderstanding of the state’s Open Meetings
and Open Records acts.

Far too many times, publicofficialsarelooking
for waysto get around the laws, not waysto live
the sort of publiclifethelawsenvision.

The actsdeclareit to be state policy that meet-
ings and records should be open to the public.
That’ sthe spirit of theselaws.

But it’ s misunderstood more often that not.

In several recent cases, officials have accused
each other of “violating” the open meetingslaw
by talking about something said in aclosed ses-
sion. TheOpen Meetingslaw sayssomesessions
may be closed, but it never saysthat an officials
can’t talk about what happensin closed session.

Both laws are permissive and biased toward
openness. They list categoriesof topicsor records
whichmay beclosed ... but don’t havetobe. It's
up to the peopleinvolved.

The Open MeetingsAct, for instance, saysthat
discussions may be closed when apublic agency
talks about non-elected personnel. It doesn’t re-
quirethat they beclosed, andit’snotillegal for a
board totalk about anemployeein public. Other-
wise, they couldn’t praise one.

Becausetheexceptionbecomestherul e, though,
meetings about certain things are always closed,
whether it makes sense or not.

Often, it’ dbeinanemployee’ sinteresttohave
discussion about him or her open. It keeps

people honest and makes them back up what-
ever allegationsthey have. Employeeshavethe
right to demand an open meeting, but seldom
do. It sthe same principlethat bringsusto re-
guireopentrialsincourt, butit’ slittleobserved
inpubliclife.

Some public officialsarealot more concerned
about what they can keep secret rather than what
they cando out intheopen. They just don’t get it.
EVERY THING they doisthepublic’ sbusiness,
because they work for us.

Openmestings, opendiscussionsof publicbusi-
ness, open records at the courthouse, they’ re our
right, because we own the county, the city, the
state. Public officialswork for us.

And their businessisour business.

And when they start to be unduly concerned
about what we know and how we find out, then
it’ stimefor usto start worrying.

Because when thedoor closesat ameeting, of -
tenasnot, what they’ retalking about issomething
we ought to know.

Not every time. Therearel egitimateexceptions
to openness. But they arefew and far between, a
darned sight fewer than what we see.

I’ ssomethingtoremember that, asthelawssay,
public businessought to be open unlessthereisa
compelling reason to have it otherwise. Saving
officials from embarrassment or criticism is not
reason enough, but sadly, that’ sthe way it often
IS. — Steve Haynes

Reader expresses loss and hurt

Totheeditor:

My heart goesout totheothersinour
area whom have suffered from the
unthoughtfulness of someone who

— | etter to the Editor——

doesnot understand thehurt they have
caused somany. My childrenand| had
this same experience, recently. Any
one who would remove (steal) any-

thing from a grave must be suffering
terribly. Unfortunately, | don’tbelieve
that you are. Y OU HAVE NO CON-
SCIENCE! Theangel you“borrowed”
fromRandy’ sgravecouldnot possibly

Genealogy Korner

havemeanttoyouwhatitdidtous. My
prayer isthat you will find it in your
heart to replace it back where you
“found” it.

KarlaZzweygardt

Adoption leads to research of another family

By Marilyn Holzwarth

Y ou never know when something
new about familieswill smply pop up.
One such item was aletter from Jim
Almquist who was seeking informa-
tion about his John Elliott family in
BirdCity. Lastyear | copiedwhat | had
onfile, and oops, | had anotethat Nettie
Elliott had been adopted. Since | had
donesomeof thismany yearsago, | did

Honor Roll

New and renewed Herald subscrip-
tions: Larry Beringer, Sharon Springs;
LaVera Beringer, St. Francis; Karen
Wright, Kingman; Mike Bandel, St.
Francis, DalePatton, St. Francis, Scott
Neilan, Shawnee Mission; Larry
Feikert, Bucklin; Ruben Feikert, St.
Francis; Merle Mills, St. Francis;
WanitaKroeplin, Finley, N.D.,Norma
Zweygardt, Peoria, Ariz.; Susan Hill,
Reston, Va.; Mrs. Ruth Britton, Coun-
tryside; JeremiahWiley, Tulsa, Okla,;
C. W. Keeler, St. Francis; Roger
Neitzel, St. Francis; Margaret
Holzwarth, St. Francis, Kelly Gienger,
St. Francis; Raymond Zimbelman, St.
Francis; Jason Johnson, St. Francis;
Amber Williams, McCook, Neb.;
Ashley Feikert, Colby; JohnWalz, St.
Francis; Shirley Younts, Merrian;
Darrell Vandike, Tribune; Dorothy
Finley, St. Francis, Jeffery Olofson, St.
Francis; Mildred Burr, St. Francis;
Ruby Mueller, Bird City; ReubenHilt,
Seattle, Wash.

not have a notation letting me know
where| had learned this.

Please |et thisbe alesson to people
working with families, put downyour
sources at all times! His searching fi-
nally paid off when helocated anews-
paper from Wilcox, Neb., that had a
letter written by CharlesWitham tell-
ing about the death of hiswife Nettie
in1899. Nettiewastheadopted daugh-
ter of John Elliott, and the daughter of
Mr.andMrs. NormanHicks. Now Jim
has another family to research. The
puzzlesgoonandonwhenyoudofam-
ily history.

Would you like to volunteer some
hours at the museum? It has been
closedvery oftenwhennovolunteeris
thereto keep it open. Thereare afew
names of people to call if visitors
would liketo seeit, but so oftenif itis
not open we have lost the chance to
share our history with others.

The Cheyenne County Historical
Saociety will welcome new members,
jointhenand givethem somegreat new
ideas! Please attend the next Society
meeting, the second Tuesday. This
monththemeetingisat 5p.m. Aug. 13.
The memberswelcome youl!
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Rejoice with them that do
rejoice, and weep with them
that weep.
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5yearsago - 1997

TheSt. Francisschool swill have
three new teachers. Kim Krenning
will be teaching the kindergarten
class, Dixie Cavewill beteaching
seventhand eighthgrademath, Al-
gebra 1/2 and geometry and
RhondaWeiser will betheinstruc-
tor for Applied Math, Algebra 1,
Algebra2, Senior Mathand Fresh-
man Computers.

Chris Bracelin and Lance lhrig
wonthechampionshipflight at the
Riverside Rendezvouswitha116.
They cameinwith a58 both days.

Ted Zielke, Cheyenne County
farmer, hasbeen appointed by Gov-
ernor Bill Graves to serve on the
Kansas Corn Commission.

Returning volleyball letter win-
ners reporting to practice include
LeAnn Schielke, Christie
Holzwarth, Rebecca Montoya,
Michelle Y oung, Heather Sowers
and Roxy Stuart. Two other |etter
winners, Erin Day (injury) and
Kasey Jantz (transfer) will be un-
available.

Rodney Shay and Ryan Shay
have graduated from WorldWide
College of Auctioneering.

The Cheyenne County 4-H sale
was one of the largest sales with
$31,150 paid in premiums.
25yearsago- 1977

A crowd estimated at more than
8,500 peopleattendedthe Tri-State
Antique Engine and Thresher
Show.

JeanineWeaver wascrowned as
Rodeo Queen at the Cheyenne
County Fair Rodeo.

Alice Danielson has donated
fundsto purchasepaint and pay for
the labor of repainting the band
shell inthepark. Grassisscheduled
to be planted thisfall.

Kelly Morris was the grand

News From the

champion and senior division cham-
pion of the Best Groomed Boy contest
Charlene Murphy wasthesenior divi-
sion champion of the Best Groomed
Girl contest.

History repeated itself Tuesday
morning in Bird City asthe 50th anni-
versary of the Charles A. Lindbergh
flight wasreenacted by areplicaof the
famous “ Spirit of St. Louis” circled
over the city, just as Lindbergh had
done50yearsago. AgaintheBird City
resident has spelled the worlds*“Wel-
come.” Thetour isdesignedtofollow
theoriginal Lindberghflight acrossthe
country as he had done in covering
nearly every statein 82 stopsin three
and one-half months.
40yearsago - 1962

Grandstand activities for the Fair
include Style Revueprior tothe Tour-
nament of Thrills(Don Chadwick Na-
tionally FamousDaredevil Drivers) on
Thursday night; R.C.A. rodeo on Fri-
day night and Saturday afternoon and
Flying High Revue(top starswho have
been featured on national television
shows providing outstanding enter-
tainment).

Karen DeGood was one of a select
group of junior leaders who acted as
counsel orsfor the State Heal th Confer-
ence at Rock Springs Ranch, State 4-
H Leadership Training Center.

TheCheyenneSunflowers4-H Club
went on their yearly tour recently.
They made stops at the Virgil Hatch
farm, the Burkhalters, the Woody
Connett farm, the Moores, Ronnie
Brunswig, Emmor Graves, Bill and Joe
Bash and finished at the Hurb Graves
residence, wherethefamily heldawa-
termelon feeds after looking at the
projectsof Mickey and Donna.

The Grand Champion, ashorthorn, -

at the Cheyenne County Fair was
raised and shown by Steve Sherlock.
The calf was purchased by Majestic

Past

Servicefor $61.00 per cwit.
45yearsago - 1957

Vern Nolan and son Harold this
week publicly announce atransi-
tionintheautomobilesalesfieldin
St. Francis, NolanMotor Co., hav-
ing soldthebusinessandfranchise
for Ford Salesto M.A. and W.E.
Touslee, brothers, formerly of
Stockton.

A violent windstorm, apparently
confined to a small area which
would indicate a possible twister,
struck the Don Holliman farm
northeast of St. Francis. Thewind
wasaccompanied by somehail and
1.60inchesof precipitationwasre-
ceived at the Holliman place.

Cheyenne County farmers pro-
duced more than three million
bushelsof whatin 1957, according
to Kansas Crop Report. Thereport
shows that Cheyenne County
ranked second in the state in the
number of bushels of wheat pro-
ducedin 1957.

A completely electronic device
for measuring the temperature of
stored grain has been installed in
the St. Francis Mercantile Equity.

Reverend Floyd N. Griffin as-
sumed his position aspastor of the
St. FrancisPilgrimHolipesschurch
thisweek. N
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Hwy 36 « 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

E Wesleyan Church

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister

Bible Class 9 a.m.
E% Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.

Salem Lutheran Church

332-3002

!L Pastor Chris Farmer
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

No Sunday School during summer

UNLIMITED ACCESS INTERN%

nwkansas.com

P.O. Box 1050 « St. Francis
Wt 785-332-3162

sfherald@nwkansas.com

Peace Lutheran Church
202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbhach
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O
First Christian Church
332-2956 « 118 E. Webster
Pastor Joe Briseno
Sunday School 9:15a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.
Wed. night Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Seventh-Day Adventist Church
332-2888 «3rd & Adams
Pastor Arlin Cochran
Sabbath School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:45
O
St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River » 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

St. Francis

Equity

United Methodist _"‘
Church Office 332-2292, ‘\
Church 332-2254, |
Pars. 332-3170
512 S. Scott {;‘
Pastor Dennis Livingston |
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30a.m.
O
First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club
6:30-8:00p.m.
O
Clough Valley Baptist Church
Pastor Al Davis D. Min.
12 m.west, 6 m. north of SF
332-2506
Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT
Worship 10:00a.m. CT

First

National Bank
Member FDIC




