Remember the Veterans
of all wars pastand present

When | was a small child, sometimes my father
would take me to the Montgomery Wards store in
Denver, theold oneon south Broadway whichislong
gone now. On one trip, perhaps around 1960, my
Grandfather took me, just the two of us.

Asweleftthestore, wetook adifferent exit, onethat
went down aside street, and on the sidewalk were a
line of old men, sitting on odd cartsand wheelchairs,
all dressed quite shabbily, seeming odd and frighten-

ingto avery little boy likeme.

When | saw that many of them were missing legs,
handsand arms, and some were wearing eye patches
or dark glasses with canes, | asked my grandfather
what wasthematter withthem. Hehushed megently.

sir?’

bunches clasped intheir hands.
One asked in aquavering voice, “A posy for you,

My grandfather bought flowersfrom the man, and
gavethe othersmoney, too.

Hehadtearsin hiseyesaswewalked away.

“It' sadamn shame,” he said.

Many yearslater, | understood that the men onthe
sidewalk were veterans of World War |, aswas my

grandfather. Disabled inthe service of their country,

Many of the old men were selling flowers, tiny

they werereducedtosellingflowersfor pocket change.
It wasindeed adamn shame. But | still remember my
grandfather’ sgenerosity, and the fact that he treated
those men with respect and dignity

—Randy Tracy, Red Lodge, Mont.

Origins of Veterans Daybegan
with burial of unknownsoldier

In 1921, an unknown World War |
Americansoldier wasburiedin Arling-
ton National Cemetery. Thissite, ona
hillside overlooking the Potomac
River and the city of Washington, be-
came the focal point of reverence for
America sveterans.

Similar ceremoniesoccurredearlier
in England and France, where an un-
known soldier was buried in each
nation’s highest place of honor (in
England, Westminster Abbey; in
France, the Arc de Triomphe). These
memorial gestures all took place on
November 11, giving universal recog-
nition to the celebrated ending of
World War | fighting at 11 am., No-
vember 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month). The day
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became known as“ Armistice Day”.
ArmisticeDay officially receivedits
name in Americain 1926 through a
Congressional resolution. It becamea
national holiday 12 yearslater by simi-
lar Congressional action. If theideal-
istichopehad beenrealizedthat World
War | was “the War to end all Wars,”
November 11 might still becalled Ar-
mistice Day. But only afew years af-
ter the holiday was proclaimed, war
broke out in Europe. Sixteen and one-
half million Americanstook part. Four
hundred seven thousand of them died
inservice, morethan 292,000in battle.
Armistice Day changed
tohonor all Veterans
Realizing that peace was equally
preserved by veterans of WW Il and
Korea, Congress was requested to
make this day an occasion to honor
those who have served Americain
all wars. In 1954 President
Eisenhower signed abill proclaim-
ing November 11 asVeterans Day.
OnMemorial Day 1958, twomore
unidentified
American war
dead were
brought from
overseasand in-
terred in the
plaza beside the
unknownsol dier
of World War I.
One was killed
inWorldWarll,
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the other in the Korean War. In 1973,
alaw passed providinginterment of an
unknown AmericanfromtheVietnam
War, but none was found for several
years. In 1984, an unknown service-
man from that conflict was placed
alongside the others. To honor these
men, symbolic of all Americanswho
gave their livesin all wars, an Army
honor guard, the3rd U.S. Infantry (The
Old Guard), keepsday and night vigil.

A law passed in 1968 changed the
national commemoration of Veterans
Day to thefourth Monday in October.
It soonbecameapparent, however, that
November 11 was a date of historic
significance to many Americans.
Therefore, in 1978 Congressreturned
the observancetoitstraditional date.

National ceremonies
held at Arlington

Thefocal pointfor official, national
ceremoniesfor Veterans Day contin-
ues to be the memorial amphitheater
built around the Tomb of the Un-
knowns. At 11 am. on November 11,
acombined color guard representing
all military servicesexecutes" Present
Arms’ at thetomb. The nation’ strib-
utetoitswar deadissymbolized by the
laying of apresidential wreath. Thebu-
gler plays“taps.” The rest of the cer-
emony takesplacein theamphitheater.

Every year thePresident of theUnited
Statesurgesal Americansto honor the
commitment of our Veterans through
appropriate public ceremonies.

Formerresident appreciatestown
—Letter to the Editor——

Letter to the editor:

Thisis amuch belated letter but
when | read that your local senior
center was celebrating its silver an-
niversary, it was a gentle nudge to
write.

—For the Record—

New and renewed Herald subscrip-
tions: Mr. and Mrs. Don Orten, Bird
City; Don Wieck, St. Francis, Marta
Walz, Colorado Springs; ElmerWalz,
St. Francis; Jana Wilhelm, Royal,
Neb.; Kent Voorhies, McDonald;
Gerald Feikert, St. Francis; Jay
Underwood, Chandler, Ariz.; Jo
Hagney, St. Francis; Richard Schlepp,
Salina.

Kansas
- T Clicks

JaniceKrienand her crew catered a
meal for my family at theend of July.
Shewasmost cooperativeandadelight
towork with. Itcanbedifficulttomake
planswhen none of uslive near sowe
were most appreciativewhen shewas
so helpful. Your town can be very
proud of your senior center.

Paul and | bothgrew upin Cheyenne
County and we were there especially
to show and tell our four childrenand
grandchildren their heritage. It is
something we will always remember
with great fondness.

RitaBader
Valentine, Neb.

Peace I leave with you, my peace
I give unto you: not as the world

giveth, give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid.
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YOU CANT
FULLY APPRECIATE
THE UNFORESEEN
CONSEQUENCES OF WAR
UNLESS YOU'VE REEN
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5yearsago - 1997

The Cheyenne County Hospital
Boardisbusyworkingonplansfor plac-
ingthemodular dlinicwheretheoldBird
City Hospita building now stands.

St. Francis demolition derby
driver Jett Fromholtztraveledall the
way to San Jose, Cdlif., only tohave
aspring break right at thefirst of the
national final derby.

Cathy Weir-Renk is one of five
people who will be inducted into the
University of Nebraska at Kearney
Athletic Hall of Fame. Mrs. Weir-
Renk joinedthe St. Francisfaculty in
thefall of 1985and continuedwiththe
school system until 1988. Sheserved
as the kindergarten through ninth
grade health and physical education
instructor and was aso involved in
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News From the Past

coaching volleyball and basketball in-
cluding being head girls’ basketball
coach.

KayceeFrewenandLeAnnSchielke
of the St. FrancisLady Indian volley-
ball squad wereinvited to play in the
Northwest KansasAll-Star Volleyball
Match at Goodland following the end
of the season. L eisha Henderson of
Cheylinwasalso invited.
10yearsago - 1992

David Morrow and Shara Kechter
were Homecoming King and Queen.
Hailey and Teddy Crabtree were
crown bearers. TheOakley Plainsmen
defeated the Indians 41-6 in football
action.

Barb O’ Leary recently received a
pinfor serving the ASCS officefor 30
years. Shehasno planstoretireat this
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time. Barb hasworked in three dif-
ferent ASCS offices, the first one
was located where the Masonic
Lodge Hall is, the second one was
inwhat isnow the PizzaHut build-
ing, and thepresent | ocation west of
the PizzaHut in abuilding that was
newly remodel ed.

Chet Gardner hasresignedfromthe
St. Francis Herald after aimost 29
years. Chet, who hails from
Bloomington, Neb., beganworkedat
theHeraldon Jan. 12, 1964, learning
the printing business from Lynn
Horwege. Hefirst worked onthelet-
ter pressandthenusedtheoffset press.

New Extension Council officers
include Rhonda Zeilinger, Bonnie
Zweygardt, Billie Hilt, Tim Burr,
Shawn Alsup, Ernie Ketzner and
Barb VVan Allen.

Shoppingwith

Kurt and | went to the West Coast
recently tovisit acoupleof our grand-
children. Not being around them very
often, we decided to take them shop-
ping. Wetoldthemthat they could pick
out thestore. Both of them said “ Toys
RUS" inunison. Weall gotintothecar
anddrovethefew blockstoget onwith
the shopping.

We entered the big sliding doors of
thestorewiththesameenthusiasmthat
thechildrenhad. Thelittleboy took off
upand downtheaisleshandling every-
thing that was on a shelf and riding
anything that wasn’t tied down. The
little girl just kept telling him that ev-
erything he touched was too expen-
sive. After about half an hour of thisl
decided that we had al beenin every
aiseat |eastthreetimesandweneeded
to hurry thisup.

Hangin” With Marge

thegrandchildren

| stopped them both and offered the
optionsof, | will giveyousomemoney
and | want you to pick out what your
money can buy. | didn’t even think
about how many questionsthat would
bring about. Finally, wecameup with
the rules: Y ou can spend all of your
money in this store, or you can buy
something youwant and savetherest.
| even suggested that they could buy
several things and not just one big
thing. Both eyes were shining as |
reachedinmy purse. Thelittleboy was
jumping up and down asking, “How
much do we get?’

| just couldn’t help myself when |
pulled out adollar. The sparklein the
eyesdimmed and the jumping around
wasover. | then got out therest of the
money and gaveit to them.

The next hour was spent doing the
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math! If | get thiscan | get that other
thing over there? Finally we woulo
pick out something only to put it back
on the shelf again when we found
something else.

Twohourslater Kurtand | managed
to get the kids through the checkout
lineand we collapsedinthecar. They
wanted to go straight to the motel sc
they could play with the new toys.
About 45 minuteslater they wantedtc
go back to Toys R Us and get some-
thingdifferent, asthey weretired of the
“old” toys. After all they still had some
money left. Wejust clicked onthe TV
andsilently mouth athank youto each
other for thefaithful cartoonsthat put
thekidsinatrance. Nowonder people
havechildren whenthey areyounger!
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Hwy 36 « 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

E Wesleyan Church

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister

Bible Class 9 a.m.
E% Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.

| Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002

!{ Pastor Chris Farmer
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
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Peace Lutheran Church
202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbhach
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O
First Christian Church
332-2956 « 118 E. Webster
Pastor Richard Garcia
Sunday School 9:15a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.
Wed. night Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Seventh-Day Adventist Church
332-2888 «3rd & Adams
Pastor Arlin Cochran
Sabbath School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:45
O
St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River » 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

St. Francis
Equity

United Methodist j
Church Office 332-2292, ‘\
Church 332-2254, |
Pars. 332-3170
512 S. Scott
Pastor Nel Holmes
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
O
First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club
6:30-8:00p.m.
O
Clough Valley Baptist Church
Pastor Al Davis D. Min.
12 m.west, 6 m. north of SF
332-2506
Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT
Worship 10:00a.m. CT
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