Memorial of six soldiers
and flag brought to life

Maybeit is because of the Sept. 11 attack on the
World Trade Center or maybeitisjust becausethere
issomuchunrestintheworldtoday, but thereseems
to be more and more stories coming to the surface
about our veterans— thosewhovaliantly fought for
our freedom. And, today, after seeing the lack of
freedom in foreign countries, each person should
value thisfreedom more than ever before.

Thefollowingarticlewasbrought inby oneof our
readersand it bringsthe battle of Iwo Jimadownto
apersonal level as a son, whose father was one of
those pictured setting theflag onthat i sland so many
years ago. Read the article and there will be atear
inyour eye. —Karen Krien

Each year, aman (name unknown) ishired to go
to Washington, D.C., with the eighth grade class
from Clinton, Wis., where he grew up. Onthetrip,
he is the videotape man and each year, he said he
takes some special memoriesback withhimandthis
fall’ strip was especially memorable.

On the last night of the trip, they stopped at the
Iwo Jima Memorial. This memorial isthe largest
bronze statue in the world and depicts one of the
most famous photographsin history — that of the
six brave soldiersraising the American Flag at the
top of arocky hill ontheisland of Iwo Jima, Japan,
during World War 11. Over 100 students and chap-
erones piled off the buses and headed toward the
memorial. | noticed asolitary figure at the base of
the statue, and as| got closer, heasked, “Whereare
you guysfrom?”’

| told him that we were from Wisconsin.

“Hey, I’ macheesehead, too? Comegather around
Cheeseheads, and | will tell you astory.”

Hejust happened to bein Washington to speak at
the memorial the following day.

My nameisJamesBradley and I’ m from Antigo,
Wis.. My dad is on that statue, and | just wrote a
book called “Flags of Our Fathers” whichis num-
ber five onthe New Y ork Times Best Seller list. It
isthe story of the six boys you see behind me. Six
boysraised the flag. Thefirst guy putting the pole
in the ground is Harlon Block. Harlon was an all-
state football player.

He enlisted in the Marine Corps with all the se-
nior members of hisfootball team. They were off
to play another type of game. A gamecalled“war.”

But it didn’t turnout to be agame. Harlon, at the
age of 21, died with hisintestinesin his hands. |
don’t say that to gross you out, | say that because
there are generals who stand in front of this statue
and talk about the glory of war. You guys need to
know that most of theboysinlwo Jimawerel7, 18
and 19 yearsold.

Y ou seethe next guy? That’ s Rene Gagnon from
New Hampshire. If you took Rene’ s helmet off at
the moment thisphoto wastaken, andlookedinthe
webbing that helmet, you would find aphotograph
— aphotograph of hisgirlfriend. Rene put that in
therefor protection because hewas scared. Hewas
18yearsold. Boyswonthebattleof Iwo Jima. Boys.
Not old men.

The next guy here, the third guy in this tableau,
was Sergeant Mike Strank. Mikeismy hero. Hewas
the hero of all these guys. They called him “old
man” because he was so old. He was already 24.
When Mike would motivate his boys in training
camp, hedidn’t say, “Let’ sgokill some Japanese”
or“Let’ sdiefor our country.” Heknew hewastal k-
ing to little boys. Instead he would say, “You do
what | say, and I’ Il get you hometo your mothers.”

Thelast guy onthissideof thestatueislraHayes,
aPimalndian from Arizona IraHayeswalked off
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Iwo Jima. He went into the White House with my
dad. President Truman told him, “You'reahero.”
Hetold reporters, “How can | feel likeaherowhen
250 of my buddies hit the island with me and only
27 of uswalked off alive?’ So you take your class
at school — 250 of you spending a year together
having fun, doing everything together. Thenall 250
of you hit the beach, but only 27 of your classmates
walk off alive. That was IraHayes. He had images
of horror in hismind. Ira Hayes died dead drunk,
face down at the age of 32, 10 years after this pic-
ture was taken.

Thenext guy, going around the statue, isFranklin
Sousley fromHilltop, Ky. A fun-lovinhillbilly boy.
Hisbest friend, whoisnow 70, told me, “ Y eah, you
know, wetook two cowsup ontheporch of theHill-
top General Store. Then we strung wire across the
stairs so the cows couldn’t get down. Then we fed
them Epson salts. Those cows crapped all night.”

Yes, hewas afun-lovin' hillbilly boy. Franklin
died on Iwo Jima at the age of 19. When the tele-
gram came to tell his mother that he was dead, it
went to the Hilltop General Store. A barefoot boy
ran that telegram up to his mother’s farm. The
neighbors could hear her scream all night and into
themorning. Theneighborslivedaquarter of amile
away.

The next guy, as we continue to go around the
statueis my dad, John Bradley from Antigo, Wis.,
wherel wasraised. My dad lived until 1994, but he
would never give interviews. When Walter
Cronkite' sproducersor thenew Y our Timeswould
cal, weweretrained aslittlekidsto say, “No, I'm
sorry sir, my dad’s not here. Heisin Canadafish-
ing. No, thereis no phonethere, sir. No, we don’t
know when heis coming back.”

My dad never fished or evenwent to Canada. Usu-
aly, hewassitting thereright at thetableeating his
Campbell’ s soup. But we had to tell the pressthat
he was out fishing. He didn’t want to talk to the
press. Y ou see, my dad didn’ t seehimself asahero.
Everyonethinkstheseguysareheroes, ‘ causethey
arein aphoto and amonument. My dad knew bet-
ter. Hewasamedic. John Bradley from Wisconsin
wasacaregiver. Inlwo Jimahe probably held over
200 boysasthey died. And when boysdiedin Iwo
Jima, they writhed and screamed in pain.

When| wasalittleboy, my third gradeteacher told
me that my dad was a hero. When | went home and
toldmy dadthat, helookedat meandsaid, “ | want you
always to remember that the heroes of lwo Jimaare
theguyswhodid not comeback. DidNOT comeback.

Sothat’ sthestory about six niceyoung boys. Three
died onlwo Jima, andthreecameback asnational he-
roes. Overal, 7,000 boysdied onlwo Jmaintheworst
battlein the history of theMarine Corps. My voiceis
giving out, so | will end here. “Thank you for your
time.”

Suddenly, themonument wasn’ tjust abigold piece
of metal with aflag sticking out of thetop. It cameto
life beforeyour eyeswiththe heartfelt wordsof ason
who did indeed have afather who wasahero. Maybe
not aherofor the reasons most peoplewould believe,
but ahero none-the-less.

Weneedtoremember that God created thisvast and
gloriousworldfor ustolivein, freely, but alsoat great
sacrifice. Let usnever forget fromthe Revolutionary
War to the Gulf War and all thewarsin-between that
sacrificewasmadefor our freedom. Remember to pray
praisesfor thisgreat country and also pray for those
still in murderous unrest around the world. Stop and
thank Godfor being aliveat someoneel se’ ssacrifice.
God Bless.

I will offer to thee the sacrifice
of thanksgiving, and will call
upon the name of the Lord.

Psalms 116:
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Hangin” With Marge —]|
By L -
Handicapped fore the surgery and Kurt took me to Margaret

How many timeshaveyoubeenina
big hurry and pull into the parking lot
only to find that all the places were
taken closest tothedoor?I don’ t know
about you but thethought usedto cross
my mindthat | wish | had one of those
signs so | could have a good parking
place.

Same thing with bathrooms! How
many timesdoyou gointoabathroom
and the onefor handicapped isroomy
and the oneyou get to useyou haveto
throw oneleg over thestool just to get
the door shut.

Many times | thought that it would
be so nice to take awheelchair shop-
ping, so you could rest now and then
andthepackageswouldn’ttireout your
arms.

Thenit happened. | brokemy ankle,
had to have surgery and bein awheel -
chairanddoall of theaboveanditisn’t
likeyou think.

Thefirst experiencewasgoing shop-
ping. | just had my anklein acast be-

Kansas City. We got to amall and he
got out the wheelchair and | was so
excited. An hour later when we were
leaving | was not nearly as happy. |
have never spent solongintheauto-
motive department in my life. He
pushed me by the clothes, but of
course the racks were too close to-
gether to get awheel chair through so
that wasout of thequestion. Eventhe
ride back to the closest parking
wasn’t neat as | didn’t have time to
enjoy theride and to get the smell of
the oil and automotive parts out of
my body.

Then came the day of surgery, we
got inthe car to comehome. At noon
we stopped at a Wendy’s and | got
into thewheelchair. When we got to
the door | realized that | couldn’t
reach and hold the door open and it
wasall Kurt could do to push me up
theknoll at the doorway. After care-
ful planning he decided he could
back me in. The plan might have

Bucholtz

worked if they wouldn’t have hao
that bubble gum machine sitting in
theway. Hedid catchit just beforeit
hitthefloor andfinally wegotinside.
By this time the people, who didn't
bother to help, weresmiling likethey
knew us.

I told him | could manage the bath-
room, after all itwould betheBI G one
| could use. | got in there only to fino
that thedoor on thehandi capped bath-
room opened the wrong way. If you
went by it you couldn’t reach the
handle to open the door, but the other
way there was not room to open the
door. | don’tknow if it wasthefact that
thepainkillers, orif it wasjust me but
| really didn’ tfeel thesplittersoff of the
door that werein my thighswhen | fi-
nally gotin.

Nomoredol envy thecloseparking,
wheelchairsor largebathrooms. It was
awhole new experience.

Reader is ashamed of Party

Tothe editor:

| have been a Republican all my
lifeand|’vevotedin many elections
but I’ venever been so ashamed of the
Party as | have been this year. The
tactics they have used to try getting
their Party elected. The phonerings
andwhen| pick upthereceiver there
is atape lambasting Sebelius, just a
taperecording but theworst was Sun-
day evening when the phone rings
and LauraBush urgesmeto votefor
Shallenberger. Just why does she
think she knows more about what
goes on in Kansas than | do. How
much has it cost the Kansas taxpay-

erstopay for all thisrunning around
the Bushes have done trying to get
someone el ected.

When a sniper was going around
killing people, where was the Se-
lected President...out on the cam-
paigntrail!! Maybeit would be bet-
ter if the Bush family paid more at-
tention to the rearing of their own
family instead of flying all over the
country telling therest of uswhat we
should do.

Wake up America, beforeit’ stoo

Letter to the Editor

late. We are rapidly losing our
power, if we vote for everything
Dubyawantswearerapidly nearing
the hour, of losing the freedoms we
now enjoy, by giving him all the
power.
| know thiswill be published after
the election is over but I'd still like
for voters to decry the method’ <
party’s use to imply we aren’t ca-
pabl e of deciding ourselveswhomto
votefor.
Fern Estes
Kanoradc
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