
 Thursday, November 28, 2002 Saint Francis Herald  3A

Lions Club Annual

Pancake Day
Saturday, December 7

6:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Grade School Cafeteria • St. Francis

All the Pancakes
You Can Eat $3.

Everyone is welcome
to come and fill up!

Including Butter, Syrup, Coffee (all you
want), Ham, Eggs & Orange Juice -- Extra

sponsored by
St. Francis Lions Club

Proceeds go to
Community Service Projects

00
Colby Community College
Endowment Association is ac-
cepting applications for an
Administrative Director.  Will
be responsible for directing
marketing and supervising of
the Endowment Association in
the execution of fund-raising
and community relations. Will
handle all activities and day-
to-day operations. To apply,
submit letter of application,
resumé with references by
December 2, 2002 to: Mark
Winger, 20 Plymouth Drive,
Colby, KS 67701.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Microsoft Frontpage 2000
Microsoft Access 2000
Written Communications
Microsoft Publisher 2000
Microsoft PowerPoint 2000
Microsoft Outlook 2000
Peachtree
Speedwriting
Medical Patient Acct.
MOUS* Certification
Payroll Accounting
QuickBooks
Records Management
Adm Office Procedures
Machine Transcription
Medical Transcription

Dec. 2
Dec. 2
Jan. 9
Jan. 9
Jan. 30
Jan. 30
Feb. 21
Feb. 21
Feb. 21
Feb. 21
Feb. 21
Mar. 14
Mar. 14
Mar. 14
Apr. 11
Apr. 11

8-9:45 a.m.
10:15 a.m.-Noon
10:15 a.m.-Noon
12:30-2:30 p.m.
10:15 a.m.-Noon
12:30-2:30 p.m.
8-9:45 a.m.
10:15 a.m.-Noon
10:15 a.m.-Noon
12:30-2:30 p.m.
12:30-2:30 p.m.
8-9:45 a.m.
10:15 a.m.-Noon
12:30-2:30 p.m.
10:15 a.m.-Noon
10:15 a.m.-Noon

3 wks. (30 hrs.)
6 wks. (60 hrs.)
6 wks. (60 hrs.)
3 wks. (30 hrs.)
3 wks. (30 hrs.)
3 wks. (30 hrs.)
3 wks. (30 hrs.)
6 wks. (30 hrs.)
3 wks. (30 hrs.)
3 wks. (30 hrs.)
6-12 wks. (60-120 hrs.)
3 wks. (30 hrs.)
3 wks. (30 hrs.)
9 wks. (90 hrs.)
6 wks. (60 hrs.)
6 wks. (60 hrs.)

Northwest Kansas Technical College

CLASS                                             BEGINNING DATE                    TIMES                                                    DURATION

All times are Mountain • Cost per class - $2/hour plus textbook • *Microsoft Office User Specialist Enroll in one or more classes today!

For further information, contact Business Technology Dept. at
785-899-7609 ask for Tina Perry, Naomi Ward or Diane Williams

For Part-time Students                                                                                                    Available Classes

Visit
Leigh Floral

and Gift
for all your

Home Interior
Accents &

Holiday
Decorating

needs

FRITZ & AUDREY BRUEGGEMAN
Owners

(970) 332-5202
(970) 332-5454

335 Main Street
Wray, CO 80758

Open Mon. - Sat.
9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Bring this ad in for
10% OFF Regular

Priced Items! OPEN Thanksgiving!OPEN Thanksgiving!OPEN Thanksgiving!OPEN Thanksgiving!OPEN Thanksgiving!
6:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

We will be serving
Turkey or Ham Dinners

Haigler is the corner stone of Nebraska...
WE HAVE THE CORNER ON GREAT FOOD.

Basically Business, Inc.

~ Christian Books & Bibles
~ Inspirational Cards & Gifts

~ Scrapbook & Stamping
~ Complete Office Supply
                            Catalog Available

 1-800-747-3136
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. & Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

341 Main
Wray, CO

(970) 332-3136

“Heartwarming Gifts and Treasured Keepsakes for Special People”

218 Main
Yuma, CO

(970) 848-2764

116 Interocean
Holyoke, CO

(970) 854-3906

SAVE 25% on Boxed Christmas Cards & Stationary!
Sales Start Nov. 29!

By Karen Krien
Bill Leach and his family began

helping with the county’s Wheat Field
Day in the 1950s where they shared the
effort with E.W. Underwood. But, af-
ter more than 45 years, Mr. Leach and
his son Gary have decided that some-
one else should have the honor and that
person is John Keller who will furnish
the plot, plant and harvest it just east
of Wheeler.

Wheat Field Day is a day where area
farmers enjoy a noon meal, tour the
countryside with specialists from Kan-
sas State University and extension
agents, ending up at a wheat field plot
where a number of varieties of wheat
are planted in sections. After studying
the varieties, how they have grown and
produced in the northwest Kansas cli-
mate, whether it be a hot, dry, cool or
wet year, the producers retire to the
American Legion Hall in Bird City for
a evening meal provided by area eleva-
tor operators. This has been the sched-
ule of Wheat Field Day through the
years.

Mr. Leach said that he did not begin
this tradition — that Mr. Underwood,
who lived south of Bird City, had
planted the first wheat plots and Edgar
Robertson, Bird City banker, had fur-
nished the noon meal. Mr. Leach had
agreed to plant a second plot on land
he rented east of Wheeler which was
more accessible to everyone in the
county. There were also several others
who planted plots but they did not con-
tinue.

The land rented by Mr. Leach was by
the highway and when there was a lot
of traffic, it was hard to hear the spe-
cialists so when the land was no longer
available for him to rent, he moved the
wheat plot east of his home located
northeast of Wheeler.

“It was a family effort — Gary and
Merilie, Dexter (son) and Veda (Bill’s
wife) all helped,” he said.

Having the county’s Wheat Day Plot
is not easy. They dedicated 2.5 acres to
the plot, plowed and planted it. Then
each section of wheat was planted but
after a variety was planted, the drill had
to be completely cleaned before the
next variety could be planted. Then, at
harvest, they had to be careful about
keeping the wheat separated, weighed
and bagged.

Wheat varieties
“Farmers, do you remember ‘Tur-

key?’” Mr. Leach asked.
Turkey wheat is a variety that is one

of the oldest. It came from Turkey and
really wasn’t a good variety.

Through the years, there were sev-
eral wheat varieties which stood out
including: Scout which was a variety

all its own; Eagle — a good, stable
variety; Tennmark (Mr. Leach remem-
bers this variety was around when he
was a kid); Cheyenne; and Early Black
Hull, which had a tendency to go down
as it matured. In those first years, the
Leaches also planted several varieties
of barley but barley winter killed so
they quit planting it.

The highest yielding year for the
Leach wheat plot was in 1999. The
variety Arapahoe was the highest
yielding with 91.7 bushels per acre and
Tam 110 was the lowest yielding at 41
bushels per acre.

Mr. Leach thought it was interesting
that in 2000, Arapahoe dropped to the
lowest yielding variety, producing

only 15.87 per acre. He attributed the
drop to the drought conditions.

Through the years, Tam 107 and
Newton varieties have been planted
year after year. The K-State specialists
recommended that Tam 107 be re-
placed and, today, Jagger has taken
over.

New to the area is the winter white
wheat varieties. White wheat, which
makes good pasta, has been planted in
northwest Kansas the last few years
and appears to have adjusted well. The
white wheats need to be kept separate
from other wheat which causes a stor-
age problem.

Decisions
Both Mr. Leach and son Gary were

providing the area, work and time for
the Wheat Field Day Plot and, this year,
when it came time to plant again, they
both decided that it was time for them
to let someone else take over.

“I’ve really enjoyed the plot and
having the people out but there was a
lot of work and it just seemed like a
good time to stop,” he said. “Through
the years, I have made many friends
including those specialists at K-State
and the extension agents.”

There may be a few changes next
year besides the location of the wheat
plot as Mr. Robertson died and his bank
has changed hands but sometimes
change is good and it could easily be
better than in years past.

Field Day
changes
families

Variety Pounds Test Wt. Moisture Dockage S & B Ad. Moist Width Length % Acre Yield Adj.Yield Protein
Akron
Alliance
Arapahoe
TAM 107
TAM 110
Ike
Karl 92
#2137
Jagger
Niobrara
Kalvesta
Venango
Nuplains
Trego

   150   54.5  10.5  0.6 0.1         12.5 11          320      0.0808      30.90       0.15        14.7
   150   52.7  10.4  0.7 0.1         12.5 11          320      0.0808      30.90       0.15        15.6
   180   53.3  10.2  0.6 0.1         12.5 11          320      0.0808      37.10       0.15        16.2
   140   54.1  10.4  0.5 0.1         12.5 11          320      0.0808      28.90       0.15        14.5
   130  53.11  10.5  1.1 0.1         12.5 11          320      0.0808      26.80       0.15        13.3
   160   54.6  10.2  0.9 0.0         12.5 11          320      0.0808      33.00       0.15        15.2
   180   56.7  10.4  0.5 0.0         12.5 11          320      0.0808      37.10       0.15        14.7
   140   53.9  11.0  0.9 0.0         12.5 11          320      0.0808      28.00       0.15        14.4
   180   56.1  10.8  0.5 0.0         12.5 11          320      0.0808      37.10       0.15        14.8
   120   53.8  11.1  0.6 0.0         12.5 11          320      0.0808      24.70       0.15        15.1
   160   56.0  10.9  0.7 0.0         12.5 11          320      0.0808      33.00       0.15        14.7
   160   57.3  10.7  0.8 0.0         12.5 11          320      0.0808      33.00       0.15        13.9
   130   58.0  10.0  0.7 0.1         12.5 11          320      0.0808      26.80       0.15        14.3
   170   58.9  10.3  0.7 0.1         12.5 11          320      0.0808      35.00       0.15        13.2

Cheyenne County Wheat Plot Results 2002

AFTER MORE THAN 45 YEARS, Bill Leach and his family have given the honor of hosting Wheat
Field Day to the John Keller family.                                                                                                    Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

St. Francis is known for the many
homes beautifully lit for the Christ-
mas holiday but few of the residents
of these homes sign up for the Christ-
mas Lighting Contest. So, when
planning for the holiday festivities,
the St. Francis Area Chamber of
Commerce Christmas Committee
decided to eliminate the “sign up”
and everyone, whether they have
only a few lights or many lights will
be judged for the contest.

There will be three categories: 1)
Most lights; 2) Religious; and 3) Fan-
tasy. Judges will be two of the winning
families from last year and they will be

judging Dec. 15 with the results known
the next morning. Pictures will also be
published in that week’s issue of The
St. Francis Herald.

The weather turned cold on Sunday
but it was evident that a number of
homes had thought ahead and have
their lights brightly shining. Other resi-
dents will undoubtedly brave the cold
temperatures, wind and snow and have
their lights up soon.

There will be three prizes of $50
each in scrip. That scrip could help pay
for the extra lights put up or purchase
more lights for next year’s Christmas
season.

Everyone participates
in the lighting contest

By Karen Krien
The officers at the Cheyenne County

Sheriff’s office have been talking
about acquiring a drug dog for some
time and about the end of October, they
ran onto a good deal on a drug dog
which they purchased. The dog came
from a former canine policeman from
Junction City who has just recently
started raising dogs to train as drug
dogs.

Cliff Flock, undersheriff, attended
two weeks of training with the dog.
During that time, he learned how to
“read” the dog, knowing when he came
upon the scent of drugs and how to
point out where the dog was supposed
to be. In the two weeks of training,
Branson (the dog) missed only two hits
and Officer Flock blames those misses
on himself because of wrong com-
mands coming from him.

He and the dog sniffed everything
from schools, factory warehouses, cars
and grassy areas trying to get all types
of training.

Since he and Branson have returned
to St. Francis, he and sheriff Eddie
Dankenbring have used the dog to
search an 18-wheeler, two houses, one

car, a feedlot and in a grassy/tree-cov-
ered area. No drugs were found but, in
one of the houses, the dog picked up the
residue odor in an area where drugs had
been made.

Branson is a 2-year-old, going on 3-
year-old German shepherd which cost
$1,500. Unfortunately, the dog is not
yet paid for but donations are being
sought. However, the undersheriff
feels that the dog will be valuable in
helping stop a lot of the drug traffic in
the area. Earlier, Sheriff Dankenbring
had stated that much of the drug traf-
fic which previously traveled down I-
70 has moved north to U.S. 36 and
when traffic stops are made, Branson
will be able to sniff out those carrying
drugs.

In neighboring counties, drug
money has been confiscated and kept
in the county’s law department where
it is used to make improvements and
purchase equipment.

Those interested in making a dona-
tion to the Drug Dog Fund can do so by
contacting Sheriff Dankenbring, Un-
dersheriff Flock or sending a check to
the Cheyenne County Sheriff’s Office,
P.O. Box 613, St. Francis, KS 67756.

Cheyenne County
acquires drug dog

Christmas In St. Francis
Grand Opening Fri., Nov. 29

Businesses open each Sunday afternoon until Christmas

➜ Cheyenne Pharmacy
➜ Dee’s Creation
➜ Schultz’s
➜ Owens True-Value
➜ Tasteful Treasures
➜ Town & Country Clothing

➜ Sainty Super Foods
➜ Video Kingdom
➜ Dusty Farmer
➜ Pizza Hut
➜ Park Hill Restaurant
➜ Windmill Restaurant

➜ Goodell Greenhouse & Floral
➜ KM Clothier➜ Krien Pharmacy

Those businesses open only on Sun., Dec. 15
➜ Stevens’ Kansas Territorial


