Upcoming promotions istopic
at Chamber meeting Friday

Upcoming promotions were dis-
cussed when the St. Francis Area
Chamber of Commercemet on Friday
atnoon. TheChristmasfestivitieswere
reported to be doing well but the sale
of ticketsfor theflat screentelevision
which will be given away on Dec. 15
was going slow as were the entries
cominginfortheSign Design contest.
TheGlenMiller Band performancein
St. Franciswas scrapped.

ShawnaBlanka, president and chair-
man for the Christmas Committee, re-
ported that the Christmas Committee
had suggested that Santa and Mrs.
Clausbelocatedin several downtown
businessesand opening night on Nov.
29 had beenvery successful. Thedraw-
ingfor $600inscripandtheflat screen
television would be held Dec. 15 in
Sawhill Park. Member Roger Jensen
wouldbemaking chili for thechili feed
and all Chamber members were en-
couraged to attend and to help.

TheChamber isal so sponsoringthe
Lighting Contest and the Caroling
Contest which will end on Dec. 15.

SantaandMrs. Clauswill beat Krien
Pharmacy onDec. 15andat Dee' sCre-
ations on Dec. 22. Many of the busi-
nesses were open on Sunday after-
noonsand somereported many people
coming inwhile othersthought it was
slow.

Ticketsfor theflat screentelevision

Searchers
avallable
to help

On Tuesday, Dec. 3, peoplein the
county either sat anxiously by their
scannersor wereinvolvedinthesearch
for alost childin Bird City.

Thecall that therewasamissing 5-
year-old boy came into the Sheriff’'s
office about 4:30 p.m. and the law of -
ficersjoined Bird City’ s officer Stan
Harp in the search. First the streets,
parks and vacant lots were searched
andthen volunteerswent door-to-door
askingresidentsif they had seenalittle
boy dressed in overalls. By thistime,
the Bird City and St. Francisfiremen,
St. Francis police and emergency
medical techniciansa ongwithnumer-
ousother volunteershadjointhesearch
party.

It wasgetting dark and thetempera-
tureswhichhad beencoldall day were
dropping to the 20s. The voices com-
ing over the scanner were becoming
very concerned. This child had to be
found soon.

But who was the lost child? He
didn’t seemtohaveanameandasvol-
unteers searched, this question was
being asked by many.

Whilethesearchwasgoingon, some
questionswerebeing asked and phone
callswere made. The search was sud-
denly called off after about 1 1/2 hours
whenitwasdiscoveredthat theperson
making the 911 call did not have the
factsstraight andtherewas, indeed no
lost child.

Relieved, the volunteers met at the
Bird City firehouse where hot coffee
warmed them up.

“Wehadtomakethesearch—there
easily could have been achildin dan-
ger,” said Cliff Flock, undersheriff.

“We appreciated everyone who
cameto helpinthesearch—itisgood
toknow that whenthereisaneed, there
are volunteers who will drop every-
thing to help,” said Sheriff Eddie
Dankenbring.

have been selling slowly but Robert
Grace, chairman, thought that it was
because the word had not gotten out.
They wouldsdll ticketsat thewrestling
tournament onDec. 7 and all Chamber
memberswereurgedtotakeabook and
try to sell as many tickets as possible
before the drawing on Dec. 15. Mr.
Grace said they were easy to sell ($2
each or 3 for $5) but they were not
where people could see them to pur-
chasethem.

It was suggested that the price and
location for tickets beincluded in the
Chamber’ s Christmas ad the week of
the drawing.

One of the promotions which was
scratched was the Glen Miller Band.
For several months, the Chamber
membershavetal ked about sponsoring
the band with aplace for dancing and
also providing dinner. It waspossible
to use the grade school gym but it
wouldtake$4,000to get theorchestra.
There was a good chance for losing
money. A motionwasmadeto engage
thebandin March but themotiondied
because there was not a second.

In other business

In other business:

*[twaspointed out that theWeb Site
sponsored by the Chamber isan inex-
pensiveway toadvertiseabusinessbut
it isbeing ignored by members.

» The Spooktacular raised $280.

» The Craft Show held thefirst part
of November waswell attended but it
was not the money maker that it had
been in the past.

» The River Walk, enjoyed by so
many people, has been closed. The
landowner of a portion of the River
Walk reported that it was established
without his consent.

* Elmer Kellner, fieldrepresentative,
told about the U.S. 36 High Associa-
tion. All businesswere encouraged to
become members.

Annual meeting

The annual Chamber meeting has
beensetfor Jan. 14 at Riverside. There
will befour memberswhowill needto
bereplaced or convincedtostay onthe
board for another term. Those whose
terms are up are Mr. Jensen and Mrs.
Blanka. Ryan Shay hasaskedtobere-
placed dueto hisbusy schedule. There
aretwo yearsleft on Mr. Shay’ sterm.
Other board member Renee Braun has
moved andthereisstill oneyear lefton
her term which will need to befilled.
Others remaining on the board are
Candi Hedrick, SaraSchield and Kim
Ritter. Theboard memberswill bean-
nounced at the annual meeting.

The next regular meeting of the
Chamber will not be held until Febru-
ary.

L BURRUS, a51year member of theSt. FrancisLionsClub,
wasbusy Saturday helping at the LionsPancake Day.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Texas Red’'s BBQ
will be at Sainty Super Foods

Dec. 16 through Dec. 20
from 11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Beef brisket, turkey breast, ribs & sausage
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invites everyoneto
Chrigmasin &. Francis

AT The band shell in The park
O Drawing for $600 Scrip & 24" Flat

4 O Chili Feed - $1 per cup,
F*# [ Caroling Contest, starting at 3:30,
0 Santa & Mrs. Claus at Krien’s Phar-
macy, 1:30-3 p.m. and will arrive in a horse-
drawn sleigh at the park at 3 p.m.
O EIf Train will be giving children rides during the afternoon
If inclement weather, the festivities will be held at
the St. Francis Grade School

0 Santa & Mrs. Claus at Dee’s Creations, 2-3:30 p.m. - Dec. 22.

<. Francis

On Sunday

Screen Television, 4:30

O Tickets on sale for 24" Flat Screen Television
1 for $2 or 3 for $5

Businesses open Sunday: Cheyenne Pharmacy, Dee’'s Cre-
ations, Goodell Greenhouse and Floral, KM Clothier,
Krien Pharmacy, Owens True-Value, Tasteful Trea-
sures, Town and Country Clothing, Stevens Kansas
Territorial, Sainty Super Foods, Video Kingdom,
Dusty Farmer Restaurant, Pizza Hut, Park Hill
Restaurant, Windmill Restaurant and K-Store.

%
&z

&
@%@ii%

Thursday, December 12, 2002

St. Francis Herald 3A

=3

FIREMANROB SCHILTZ giveshappy childrenaridein theEIf Train. Herald Saff Photo by Karen Krien.

Firemen’s train pleases many

By Karen Krien

Last summer was the first time the
littlebluecarspulled by amighty steam
engine (afour-wheeler or golf cart)
wasseenin St. Francis. ltmadeseveral
appearancesincluding atimewhenthe
caboosecarriedflagsand memorabilia
reminding peopleof the Sept. 11 attack
on the World Trade Center. Lately, it
has been the center of attention (next
to Santaand Mrs. Claus) asit (appro-
priately namedthe”Elf Train”) pulled
children through the streets on the
Christmas opening and each Sunday
that Santa has beenintown.

Thispopular modeof transportation
and entertainment wasmadeby the St.
Francis Volunteer Firemen who
wanted to give something back to the
community for the support they have
received. Thetrain was paid for with
money from the volunteers’ pockets
and about 120 hours evening and
weekend labor went into building it.

“ After we started, some of firemen
were about as excited about getting it
doneasthekidsareaboutridinginit,”
said George Harper, firechief.

Thetrain haseight carswhenall are
in working order. The cars are made
out of 55-gallon blue plastic barrels
with the exception of the caboose
whichisonly a30-gallon barrel. The
frame is made of strap iron and steel
tubing. The firemen or Van Allen’s
supply the engine.

Tires have given the train some
trouble but Chief Harper thinks that,
after aweekend of work, thetrainand
itstires are now ready to load up on

“Sweet 16”
RBrooke

Love, Mom, Dad and Brittany

Sunday for the big afternoon in St.
Francis.

The volunteer fire department is
down to 16 membersand will soon be
looking for a couple more to replace
some of the firemen who have or will
be leaving soon. However, there are

Occasion

still sufficient firemen to put out fires
as well as keep the train in working
order. Themembersarenot|ookingfor
funding for the train but if someone
would like to donate to help with the
maintenanceof thetrain, they can con-
tact Chief Harper.

Baptismal luncheon held

Brent and Candi Rogers, McCook,
hosted a baptismal luncheon at their
home in honor of their son, Spencer
Michael on Nov. 30. Pastor Carl Pull-
man officiated at the baptism.

Guests were great-great-great-
grandmother Bessie Wilcox, great-
great-grandmother Charlotte Rogers,
Indianola; great-grandparents Paul
and Ruby Ahrens and grandparents
Ron and Jean Rogers, McCook;
Marshall and Bekki Rogers and chil-

dren, Lincoln; Brock Rogers, Mindy
Haag and |saac, great-grandparents
Harvey and Lucille Walz, grandpar-
ents Maurice and Monica Stramel;
SylviaHeller, Tulsa, Okla., Brends
Whetley, Dallas, Texas, William anc
Jennifer Brown and Jacob.

The afternoon was spent enjoying
cake and ice cream, visiting, opening
his gifts and much picture taking and
especially afive-generation picturefor
Spencer.
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6 miles south of St. Francis on Road 14 then 1/4 miles east, or il
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Peterson ]ewelers
Christmas Hours

Open Monday thru Friday
9:30 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturclay -9:30 am.-6 p-m.
Sunclay -1to5 p.m.

Bron Joel

seem to
at times

Here it is
Under my nose
What was | thinking
Only God knows.

Gone in a flash

I didn’t even try
| just watched from a distance
You know | won’t cry.

We take things for granted
In my case, time
There’s plenty, | said.

In Memory of

June 23, 1985 - December 16, 2001

Our Precious Bron,
Life without you isn’t the same. Others

could always feel your presence. You are
our son and brother, and will always be.
Your light will shine, if only through us.

DeGood

forget your name, and the pain
is so real, so intense. | wish we

Dad, Mom, Jade,
Lanissa, Greg & Brielyn

No rush, it will be mine.

But now | realize
That it is too late
There’s no getting it now.
Lord, why did | wait.

So as | stand here
As a passerby
So I tell you, “act now” | say
Don't let it end up this way
—Bron DeGood




