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L eland Neal Hill

April 16,1927 - Dec. 25, 2002

Leland Neal Hill was born in
Cheyenne County, Kan., on April
16,1927,toMerl Melvinand Stella
Lourine(Todd) Hill. Hewastheel -
dest of 12 children. He died on
Christmasmorning, 2002, attheage
of 78 years, 8 monthsand 8 days.

He began his education in a
Cheyenne County rural school, but
transferred to St. Francis Grade
School during his primary years,
attending St. Francis Community
High School during 1941-1945, re-
ceived abachelor of artsdegreein
education from Ft. Hays Kansas
State Collegein 1958, took gradu-
ate classes at Pittsburg State Uni-
versity in Pittsburg and received a
master’ s degree in education from
Northwestern State University in
Alva, Okla.,in 1973.

Neal wasawaysaconscientious,
dedicated worker. During hisboy-
hood and youth, he had various af -
ter-school jobs including Grit
newspaper carrier, farmwork, The
S. FrancisHerald, the moviethe-
ater, service stations and others.
“Mick” was a nick-name he ac-
quired while working at the news
office. Whenan adol escent, hewas
baptized in the Christian Church.

Immediately before his 18th
birthday, Neal enlistedinthe Navy
as a Seabee, participated on Navy
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wrestling teams, and was stationed
in the Philippines during World
War Il Hewasawarded medal sfor
the Asiatic Pacific Occupation,
Naval Occupation, World War |1
Victory, the Asiatic Pacific Cam-
paign and the American Theatre
Campaign Ribbon. Honorabledis-
charged in August 1946, he re-
sumedwork at TheSt. FrancisHer-
ald. Inthefall of 1951 hemovedto
Goodland and worked at the
Goodland Daily News and the
Sherman County Herald. During
1958-1968, Neal taught English
andjournalismin Sherman County
High School in Goodland, and was
the wrestling coach afew of those
years. He taught English and jour-
nalism and was the golf coach in
Ashland High School, Ashland,
during 1968-1989. Duetoill health,
Neal retiredin 1989.

Neal married Betty Eileen
Gotchall on Dec. 20, 1952, in the
Methodist Church in Raton, N.M.
They wereboth rebaptized preced-
ing the marriage ceremony. Neal
and Betty made their home in
Kanorado, later moving to
Goodland, to Hays, back to
Goodland, to Ashland, and then
back to Goodland. They recently
celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary in Minneola where Neal
was hospitalized. To this union
three children were born: Kathi
Lourine, Lauri Kay and Jerry
Kurtis. Neal taught hischildrenthe
importance of dependability, hon-
esty, integrity and morality.

Neal had agreat sense of humor
aswell asanenormousappreciation
for nature in which he especially
enjoyed hunting, fishing, camping
and golfing. Enjoyable indoor ac-

tivities included poetry writing,
solving crossword puzzles, playing
cards and watching television. He
was a member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Lowell Coleman
Post #1133.

He was preceded in death by his
parents. Merl and Stella; two broth-
ersLaddieand Jerry; daughter K athi
Lou; twosigters-in-law JoandBonnie
Hill, and nephew Scott Hill.

Heissurvived by hiswife Betty;
daughter Lauri Kay and husband
Tracy Townsend; son Kurt; three
grandchildren Amanda, Laurenand
Kurtis; sevenbrothersand spouses:
Ted, RonandDot, Bill, Edand Bar-
bara, Dale and Bonnie, Larry and
Craig and Becky; two sisters and
spouses. Dolores and Doyle Hall,
and Sandra and Ken Swann; two
brothers-in-law and spouses: Lee
and Lila Gotchall and Tom and
Ruth Gotchall; sister-in-law Lorna
Tovrea; 15 nephews, 18 niecesand
many other relativesand friends.

Thefuneral servicewasheld at
the First United Methodist
Church in Goodland with Rev.
Lorna Gotchall Tovrea officiat-
ing. Music was performed by so-
loist Melissa Fulton and organist
Carol Guyer.

Honorary casket bearers were:
TedHill, RonHill, Bill Hill, EdHill,
Craig Hill, Tracy Townsend, Lee
Gotchall and Tom Gotchall. Casket
bearerswere: DaleHill, Larry Hill,
Terry Gotchall, Larry Gotchall,
Frank Wallsand Warren Milne.

Thegravesideservicewasheldin
St. Franciswithfull military honors
presented by a U.S. Army squad
fromFt. Riley, Kan.

Knodel Funeral Home was in
charge of the arrangements.

Feedlot owner files lawsuit
againstKC-based meatpacker

By Eric Palmer
TheKansasCity Star

Kansas City-based Farmland
National Beef used its market
power to punish a small Kansas
cattlefeeder that publicly criticized
the giant meat packing operation,
accordingtoalawsuitfiledinKan-
sasCity.

ThelawsuitinU.S. District Court
alleges Farmland National Beef
quit buying cattle from Callicrate
Feedyards in St. Francis because
MikeCallicratepublicly criticized
Farmland and other large meat
packers for having too much mar-
ket power.

Thelawsuit seeksactual damages
of $5,345,000, as well as punitive
damagesand attorney’ sfees.

Cdlicrate' slawsuitissimilartoa
complaint filed by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agricultureagainst National
Beef in 1999. TheUnited StatesDe-
partment of Agricutlurealleged Na-
tional Beef useditsmarket muscleto
retaliate against Mr. Callicrate. The
United StatesDepartment of Agricul-
turedropped that complaint last year
after National Beef agreed to repay
thegovernment thecost of theinves-
tigation.

That administrative action did
not keep Farmland from continuing
to refuse to buy cattle from him at
competitive prices, Mr. Callicrate
said. Theresult, he said, isthat he
must now close hisfeed yard.

“None of the meat packers will
buy fromme,” Mr. Callicrate said.
“| havealready let 12 peoplegothat
worked inthefeedyard.”

John Miller, chief executive of
Farmland National Beef, said Mr.
Callicrate's lawsuit was without
merit.

“National Beef’s conduct with
respecttoMr. Callicratehasalways
been fair and lawful,” Mr. Miller
saidin aprepared statement.

Hesaid that when Farmland Na-
tional Beef settled the complaint
with the United States Department
of Agriculture, the agency’ s order
found that National Beef was not
requiredtobuy fromany particul ar
producer.

“Nationd Beef owesanobligation
toitscustomersand ownerstobuy the
highest-quality cattle at the lowest
possibleprice,” Mr. Miller said.

Farmland Nationa Beef isapart-
nership of Kansas City-based Farm-
land Industries Inc. and U.S. Pre-
mium Beef L td. It operatesbeef pro-
cessing plantsinDodgeCity andLib-
eral.

Farmland Industries, the
country’s largest farmer-owned
cooperative, has been operating
under bankruptcy court protection
sinceMay 31. ButtheNational Beef
partnership isnot part of the bank-
ruptcy proceedings.

Mr. Callicratehasbeenanactive
critic of the consolidation in the
meat processing industry, which
has concentrated about 80 percent
of that businessinthehandsof four
major companies. Farmland Na-
tional Beef isthe country’ sfourth-
largest beef processing company.

The lawsuit points out Mr.
Callicratewasaplaintiffinaclass-

action lawsuit agai nst meat packer
IBP for allegedly uncompetitive
practices at the time Farmland be-
ganitsboycott.

Mr. Callicrate said Farmland Na-
tiona Beef hasthe closest meat pro-
ngplanttohisfeedyardanddoes
most of thecattlebuyinginthearea.
Thecompany washismaincustomer
for 12 years before it essentially
stopped buying fromhimin 1998 &f -
ter he and an employee spoke out
againgt the pricesNational Beef was
offering to cattle ranchers who sold
direct tothecompany.

Thenew lawsuit allegesNational
Beef violated the Packers and
Stockyards Act of 1921 and the
Kansas Consumer Protection Act.
Thesuit saysbothactsforbidretali-
ating against acritic, boycotting a
cattlefeeder andengaginginany act
or practiceto promote amonopoly
“including alocal or regional mo-
nopoly.”

Thefact thefederal government
settled the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s complaint
without afinding of fault does not
precludeMr. Callicratefromfiling
hisownaction, said David Domina,
the Omaha, Neb., attorney who
filed the suit.

He believes there has been no
political will for yearsto enforce
federal laws against anti-competi-
tive practicesinthe meat industry.

“Thisiswhy other peoplewon’t
speak out,” Mr. Callicratesaid.“ As
result wearegoingtoloseour mar-
ketsand our domestic cattleindus-
try. So muchfor free speech.”

EARL ..

| B |
,//\\7

2
—
T

=

):\

==

>
=

=

S

SN

S,

SR S E SIS T SSs o e e

7
(

S

. \'
“OH, DEAR? THE WATER TANK OVER FLOWED LAST NIGHT, SO IT Q)

)
? MIGHT BE A LITTLE ICEY OUT IN THE CORRAL..'~ . \ﬁ‘l
/ ‘ l y Dry Syndicate (
(= W Ve o om e bt = *’///?/:’:)'

DON'T FORGET ... Equity Annual Meeting

Mon., Jan. 6 = St. Francis High School
Check this issue for complete ad.
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St. Francis Equity
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We’re celebrating the first special delivery
of the Year 2003!
The winning baby and parents will receive these
bundles of gifts, courtesy of these businesses.

785-332-3434

(7
Certificate
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116 W. Washington ¢ St. Francis, KS

105 S. River = St. Francis, KS
785-332-2421

$20 Savings

Bond

BANKWEST

OF KANSAS
A

Colby 5z  Goodland

121 Washington « St. Francise 785-332-3333
Other Locations FDIC
Idalia, CO

$15 Gift Certificate
for Baby Food or
Formula
—and —
New Born Diapers

iy
Foods ==

120 E. Washington ¢ St. Francis, KS
785-332-2064

Wheeler, KS « 785-332-2124

FREE

Subscription

to the:

@he Saint Lrancis Hevald
or TheBird City Times

310 W. Washington ¢ St. Francis, KS

785-332-3162

$50
Savings

Bird City, Colby,

NAT|ONAL BANK Goodland, Kirk, Oberlin,

Quinter, Sharon Springs
www.ﬁzb. COM g ST FRANCIS

“Where The Employees
=  Are The Owners”
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Parents Rules:

1. The parents must have
livedin Cheyenne County for
at least one month.

2. The St. Francis Herald of-
fice must be notified as
guickly as possible. The
Herald’s number is 785-332-
3162.

3.A60-day limitfollowingthe
baby’s birth is required for
taking advantage of these
outstanding gifts & services.
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