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Kansas Day
IS Tuesday

By Karen Krien

Theannual Kansas Day celebra-
tioninBird City will beheld on Jan.
29attheAmericanLegionHall. The
hall will openat 9a.m. and acarry-
in dinner will be served at noon.

The schedule of the day after the
9 a.m. showsthat opening and reg-
istration will take place at 10 am.
and table grace, meal and special
dinner music by the Swingin' Se-
niorswill start at 11:30 a.m.

Following dinner, the national
anthemwill besungby Chad Miller.
“Kansas- My State” written by the
lateLelandNeal Hill, will beread by
Connie Miller. The business meet-
ingwill beheld and officerswill be
elected.

Theprogramwill bepresented by

theCheylinfourth graders, elemen-
tary vocal classes and students,
Michael Sager, Matt Wilson, Andy
Smith and John Simmonds along
withtheSt. Francisthirdgradersand
thehigh school speech class.

Tobe Zweygardt, Wayne Deeds,
Norman Dorsch, Robert Brubaker
along with master of ceremonies
J.D. Eggers will share special
memories. Marsha Magley will
havespecial recognitionsand ame-
morial tribute will he held. Natalie
Knodel, Twila Kramer and Tema
Trumbo, Heartland Harmony trio,
will entertain with special music.

Thisyear'sthemeis“Beauty Is
WhereY ouLook ForIt.” Everyone
includingindividuals, familiesand/

See KANSASon Page6

Filing deadline
finds not enough
peopletofill seats

Thelastday tofilewasat noonon
Tuesday and thereisapositionthat
doesnot haveacandidate. TheBird
City Council neededthreepositions
filled and only Frank Serrano and
Troy Burrfiledwiththecounty elec-
tion officer.

There will be aracein the St.
FrancisCity Council andasothe St.
FrancisBoard of Educationelection.

On April 1, St. Francisresidents
will beel ecting only two peopleout
of thethreepeoplefiling. Thosecan-
didates are incumbants Roger
Jensenand DaleWeeks; newisRob-
ert “Bud” Erskin.

Filingfor aseat onthe St. Francis

Board of Education for District 1,
position 1, areincumbant Cliff Raile
and PeteKinen.

Thefull lineup of candidatesin-
clude:

St. Francis City Council: Roger
Jensen, Dale Weeks and Bud
Erskin; mayor - Scott Schultz.

Bird City Council: Frank Serrano
and Troy Burr.

St. Francis Board of Education:
Bonnie Zweygardt, Sherry Weeks,
Cliff Raile, John Knodel and Pete
Kinen.

Cheylin Board of Education:
David Frisbie, Wade Carmichael
and Kerby Krien.
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JOSEPH LEE MEL TON was not too happy when thisphoto
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wastaken. He wasthefir st 2003 baby bor ntoparentsin Chey-
enne County. Heispictured with his parents Jim and Tanya
M elton and brother and sister, Danielleand Dalton.

Herald staff photo by KarenKrien

First baby of year
arrivesonJan. 13

By Karen Krien

Thefirst baby bornto parentsliv-
ingin Cheyenne County arrived on
Jan. 13 to Jim and Tanya Melton
who live in Wheeler. Joseph Lee
Melton weighed in at 7 pounds, 2
ouncesandwas 18 3/4-incheslong.
He was born at Hays Regional
Medical Center in Hays at 12:43
a.m. Hewaswelcomedhomeby sis-
ter Danielleand brother Dalton.

Joseph and his parents will re-
ceive a number of gifts from St.
Francisbusinessesincluding: A full
car wash from the St. Francis Eg-
uity, $50 savings bond from

Bankwest, $50 savings bond from
First National Bank, atoy fromVan
Allen Inc., $15 gift certificate for
baby food or formulaand new born
diapers from Sainty Super Foods,
$15gift certificatefromKM Cloth-
ier,andayear’ ssubscriptionto The
St. Francis Herald or Bird City
Times.

“Wereally appreciate all of the
giftsbut most of all, we appreciate
thefact that Joseph arrived safeand
healthy,” Mrs. Melton said.

Last year' sfirst baby of the year
wasKorbon Clay Russell whowas
bornonJan. 8to Lacie Russell.
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EMERGENCY RESCUE TRAINING for firemen and emer gency medical
in St. Francis. Picturedisamannequinwhichistrapped under an upset tractor and thosetakingthetrainingarefindinga
way tolift thetractor without further injuringthevictim.
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thniciansashd Saturdayatthefairgrounds

Herald staff photo by KarenKrien

Instructor explains costs

By Karen Krien

In recent weeks, there have been
articlestakenfromthecounty com-
missioners' meetings concerning
the cost to teach emergency medi-
cal technician classes which said
that theinstructor originally wanted
$18,000toteachthetechnicianclass
but had agreed to teach it for just
what Colby Community College
would pay.

Beth Gabel, St. Francis, instruc-
tor for theclassesheldinthecounty

forthelast 12 years, said that teach-
ing thetechnician classeshad never
been about money — “it’s about
hel ping people,” she said. “I just
want to get therecord straight.”
Last year, the service took in
$96,281.54. Of that money,
$57,248.25 was spent for equip-
ment, supplies, salaries and other
miscellaneous expenses and
$30,000 was put in the Equipment
Reserve Fund whichisbeing saved
for anew ambulance when it is

needed. (At thistime, the Fund has
$90,000 — just about enough to
purchase a new ambulance for the
county.) After all expenses have
been taken out, the $9,039.29 sur-
plusisputinto the General Fundto
help fund other departments and
county expenses.

Mrs. Gabel sees the money
brought in not astaxpayer’ smoney
but money earned by theemergency
medical technicians. Each year,

See COSTSon Page6

Board may purchase X-ray
equipment in near future

Thedateforinstallingthenew X-
ray equipment placement isstill in
thefutureawaiting for theremodel -
ing of the old part of the hospital in
St. Francisbut board membersdis-
cussed the purchase of the equip-
ment when they met Wednesday in
thehospital basement.

Administrator LesLacy and Deb
Jensen, labtechnician, hadtraveled

totwo different locationsto look at
X-ray equipment. The hospital had
received bids on X-ray equipment
fromthreecompaniesbutthey were
considering just two of the compa-
nies. ThePhillipsequipment priced
at $90,840 and the company was
reported to give good service. The
Del ispriced at $81,335.

The hospital will not beready to

have the new X-ray equipment in-
stalled until thenew additiononthe
west end of the hospital has been
completed and remodeling of the
old facility begins but the prices at
thistimeareexceptionally good —
below the budgeted amount of

$100,000.
Dr. Miller wasasked how shefelt
See X-RAY on Page6
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DONATING THEIR TIME —John Amack, right, and hishelper Jeff Fryburger arerun-
ningthe cement floor in thecity’ srecycling building and havevolunteer ed their labor.

Herald staff photo by KarenKrien
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Pastor Richard éarcia

Pastor
assumes
duties

By Karen Krien

Richard“Rich” Garciaisthe
new pastor at the Christian
Church in St. Francis. He as-
sumed hispastoral dutiesabout
11 weeks ago, coming from
Californiawhere he had spent
thelast 38 years.

For the past 17 years, Pastor
Garciahad served his Califor-
nia church which had around
1,500 members. However, he
andhiswifelngridfeltacalling
andthey had prayed|ookingfor
achurchthey felt neededthem.
Kansas, let alone St. Francis,
had never been considered un-
til oneday, “thereitwas’ andit
waslikeGodwascallingthem.
He had been considered for
other jobs, most in the area
wheretheir threesonsandfami-
lieslived but they sensed God
wasdrawingtheminthedirec-
tion of St. Francis. In fact, he
actually turned downtwo other
positionsto cometo Kansas.

They also studied the Old
Testament book of Nehemiah
who had prayed, counseled,
surveyedtheland and saw what
was needed.

“IthadtobeaGodthing,” the
pastor said about the move.

Moving from busy, on-the-

See PASTOR on Page6
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GREAT-GREAT-GRANDMA LouellaBofmanispretty
proud of Trey Aaron Bradley, son of LisaZweygar dt Bra-
dley, far left. Trey’ sgreat-grandmother isGraceBofman
Zweygar dt, middle; and hisgrandfather isRon Zweygar dt.

X-RAY

Continued from Page 1A
about X -ray equi pment comparedto
CAT scansor MRI equipment. Dr.
Miller said that X-rayswill always
be needed and, in many cases, the
other equipment is used for more
information following X-rays.

The administrator and staff will
continuetolook intotheequipment,
getting the best price for the best
equipment which will fit the needs
of the hospital. They discussed the
digital X-ray equipment compared
to the original equipment and the
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Continued from Page 1

or organizations are asked to bring
displaysshowingthebeauty of any-
thing they would liketo share. This
can include various things such as
old recipe books, old tools, old or
new dolls, photographs, family al-
bums, scrapbooks, quilts, clothes,
hats, trunksor anything el sepeople
may come up with.

“Itisagreat way to share beauty
fromthepast aswell asthepresent,”
president Connie Miller said.

Everyone is urged to attend this
special celebration, enjoy the dis-
playsand the entertainment.

boardwasinformedthat either of the
X-ray equipment being considered
caneasily beconvertedtodigital in
thefuturebut, right now, digital X-
ray equipment isextremely expen-
sive. The board will makethefinal
approval andthespecificequipment
needswill be built into the hospital
remodeling plans.

“Purchasing X-ray equipment
will beahuge step up for the hospi-
tal,” Administrator Lacy said.

Thehospital remodelingisbeing
fundedwithstatetax creditsthrough
the Community Service Project.
These credits can be gathered until
December 2003. Asof theend of the
year, theadministrator reportedthat
$115,060 had been collected or
pledged. The next targeted amount
collected is $300,000 by thistime
next year.
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JUST UPDATED Cheyenne, Rawlins,

A great gift ideal!!!
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Sherman and Thomas Co.
Ownership Maps by

Western Cartographers

Available at: Cheyenne Co. Clerk, St. Francis;
The Bank, Winona; Atwood Co. Abstract;
Shay Realty, Atwood.

Or by calling 1-800-752-3402
Other Counties available in Ne, Ok, Sd, Co, Wy & Ks

s

[]

1-877-856-4393

N\

0 After 50 - 70% OFF

Blow Out Sale
Christmas  opeN HOUSE h

featuring Home Interiors & Gifts

Tues., Jan. 28 - 3:30-7:00 p.m.
Home of Randy Reynolds « 311 W. 1st = Bird City

Super Large Selection
— Everything Cash & Carry —

[ ] 20% OFF Candle Sale
Nancy Dietz Interiors

www.homeinteriors.com/nancydietz //
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Cost-Share .
Funds Avallable

The Cheyenne Co. Conservation Distric
announces sign up for the Water Resources

tion Cost-Share Program. Applications will be taken at the Con-
servation Office, January 21 - 31.

The following practices are eligible for cost-share as-
sistance: Diversions, Cross-Fencing, Field and Feedlot
Windbreaks, Irrigation Water Conveyance Pipeline, Live-
stock Pipelines, Wells and Tanks, Spring Developments,
Terraces, Range Seeding, Sprinkler Irrigation Systems
Upgrades, Livestock Waste Control Facilities, Abandoned
Well Plugging and Septic System Upgrades.

COST

Continued from Page 1

technicians need to update their
hours and some of this money is
spentfor providing classesfor recer-
tification. Thecounty isnowinneed
of technicians, especialyintheBird
City areaand there have been eight
to 10 people wanting to take the
class.

“If I would have taught the class
for $18,000, Colby Community
Collegewouldhavepaidfor $3,500
to $4,000 depending onthenumber
of studentsenrolled and thenumber
of semesters the instructor had
taught for Colby Community Col-
lege,” she said. “The actual cost
would have been around $14,000
and it would have come out of the
Ambulance’ sBudget.

“If another county would send
studentsto the classand additional
$800 would have been deducted
fromthe $14,000.”

Mrs. Gabel and her husband
moved to St. Francis 29 years ago
and have been emergency medical
technicians for 20 years. Through
those years, they have seen and
helped the service grow in good
emergency medical technicians
with good equi pment and adequate
supplies. All the time the techni-
cians were working, they were
bringing inambulancerun revenue
paidfor by privateinsurances, Blue
Cross, Blue Shield, Medicare and
private pay. For years, the county
was under the going ratefor ambu-
lance runs and still are under that
amount in many other counties but
Mr. Gabel, emergency medical ser-
vicedirector, and the commission-
ershavetriedtokeepitaplacewhere
insurances would pay but private
pay peoplewouldnot finditimpos-
sibleto pay thehill.

“Therearewrite-offseachmonth
but wecannot judgewhat M edicare
andBlueCrossBlueShieldwill pay
or will not pay,” Mr. Gabel said.

Beforeteaching, Mrs. Gabel went
to school in Great Bend and the
county paid the $200 for the train-
ing. She came back ready to teach.
Not knowing what to charge, she
contacted Jerry Cunningham, an
instructor in Phillipsburg and are-
gionl coordinator at that time, tosee
what the going chargefor teaching
aclasswouldbe. Hereportedthat he
would not cometo St. Francis for
less than $7,000 and mileage from

Phillipsburg would be tacked onto
that amount.

Mrs. Gabel reasoned that there
wouldbenomileagesinceshelived
here and she wanted to give some-
thing back to the people who had
been so good to her. Besides, there
wasagreat need for technicians, so
sheagreedtoteachtheclassfor half
the price of Mr. Cunningham’s
charge— $3,500.

Eachyear that shetaught theclass
(and that was not every year), she
was given a cost-of -living raise of
$100. Colby Community College
also reimbursed her for part of the
amount, depending on the number
of years she taught. The first year,
shereceived about $1,200 fromthe
college bringing her cost for in-
structing to around $2,300.

Today, many of the countiesin
northwest Kansasarepayingaround
$18,000 to have aclasstaught.

Jerry Chaput, emergency medical
servicedirectorinOakley, reported
that he had paid $18,000to havean
emergency medical technician
training class. Hereported that itis
difficult to get qualifiedinstructors
to cometeach aclasstwo evenings
a week and weekends for six
months. If theL ogan County would
have paid mileage to go to the
classesinanotherlocation, itwould
have been extremely expensive.

He also said that he had gone
through Colby Community College
to havetheclasstaught becausethe
collegewouldtakeliability respon-
sibility if an accident were to hap-
pen. Otherwise, the appointed

agency would takeonthisliability.

State rules and regulations
changed through the years and it
used to be that 10 college credit
hourswererequiredintheclassbut
today, 12 hours are needed. The
class takes 6 months of instruction
andtesting at theend.

Emergency medical technicians
are always needed and accreditec
instructorsarenot alwaysavailable
and when they are, there may be ¢
wait for the people wanting to take
theclassesandit couldbeal ot more
expensivethan expected.

“1 love my work and teaching
classes but more than that, | love
being ableto help peopleand that’ s
whatit'sall about!” saidMrs. Gabel,
who isnow completing her school -
ingtobearegistered nurse.

PASTOR
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move California to a much
slower-paced community has
been a definite change for Pastor
Garciaand hiswife. Henoted that
people go by “seasons” and heis
trying to understand what “ sea-
sons” are but he knows that, re-
gardless, helikesthepeopleinthe
community.

He wants the community to
know that heisnot only working
withmembersof hischurchbutis
also reaching out to the “un-
churched.”

“| want the church to be known
asa‘visitor-friendly church,” he
said. " Often peoplehavehad abad
or misunderstood experience in
the church and | want them to
know that they are always wel-
come (to worship with us).”

Pastor Garcia, whonot only has
a bachelor’s degree in pastoral
studies and | eadership, also hasa
master’s in counseling, says he
has apassion for peoplewho hurt
and has already started a ‘crisis
caretraining’ for thoseinthecom-
munity and surrounding commu-
nitieswho arehurting duetoacri-
sisorloss.

In his former church, the goal
wasto bring 100 people ayear or
two people into the church each
week. In that area, there were
many famous people, athletes,
authors and speakers who would

cometothechurchtospeak butin
St. Francis, he does not have the
same type of resources pool.
However, he feels that God is
leading him and there are other
way’s.

He wants the church to be a
church where people have fun,
make good friendshipsand where
all activities revolve around
God'slove.

Mrs. Garciais his right-hand
hel per and an excellent cook. She
isorganizing mealsand peopleare
always welcome to join them in
their special dinners. Pastor
Garcia noted that Jesus always
met and brokebread or talked over
food.

“Good fellowship is formed
over food,” he said.

The biggest challenge to the
Garciasisthelonging for family
leftin California. Pastor and Mrs.
Garciamet whenthey wereinjun-
ior high and eventually ended up
as a married couple. They have

three sons with one of them fol-
lowinginhisfather’ sfootstepsas
an intern youth pastor. They alsc
have four grandchildren which
they miss along with parents,
other family, friends and the
members of their church.

Havingspent their lifealongthe
coast, they al so misstheavailabil-
ity of fresh seafood and theingre-
dientsfor Mexican dishes.

They have found some outlets
for many of the food items anc
their family plans to make visits
in the near future. Their niece,
Sabrina, has already joined them
and is attending the St. Francis
school.

Pastor Garciawelcomesevery-
one to come visit the Christian
Church on Webster and Benton
streets. Those wishing to talk or
counsel with him may call him at
785-332-2956.

“1 amlooking forward to know-
ing the peopl e of thecommunity,”
he concluded.

—— Bowling News ——

Monday Mixed 1/13

Team standings: Hooks Auction
& Realty 13.5-6.5; Captain Hooks
Fine Dining 12-8; Z-Tubing 11.5-
8.5; Bandel Home Center 9-11;
Krien Pharmacy 9-11; Cueballs 5-
15

High game (handicap): Rell
Zimbelman 216; Kelley Faylor 215;

Bob Hankins 209; Tammy
Zimbelman 225, Pam Hook 215,
LindaY onkey 214

High series (handicap): T.
Zimbelman 613, Linda Y onkey
601, Kathy Bexley 572; Hankins
591, Rell Zimbelman 588, Faylor
565

small ads?
You do!

Who reads

Business CARD
DIRECTORY

To list your business drop us a card!
Call 785-332-3162 today.

Melvin Dunn, Dentist

Office Hours:
8a.m.-5p.m.
Monday - Friday
785-332-2062
300 N. College

This could be your space
for advertisement!
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Dr. D.F. Schnee

Optometrist
601 E. Hwy. 24
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-5501
or 1-800-864-4612

GOFF AGENCY
Gary Leach, AGENT

Are you covered?

TFN

™

ADVOCARE

We Build Champions

Sports Performance ¢ Weight Management « Increased Energy
Skin Care *General Health Enhancement ¢« Earn an Income

Dr. R.K.Driver

Optometrist
110 W. 10th
Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-3654
Closed Wed. afternoon and all day Sat.
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AUTO GLASS REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

JO ROGERS

Independent Distributor
ID# 02024943

785-332-3064
jrogers @ruraltel.net
Info Line: 800-348-7806

785-854-7674
1-888-247-5153
Fax 785-854-7675

FRANK & PAULINE KAISER
Owners

P.O. Box 93

Long Island, Kansas 67647

An Authorized Independent Franchise

&he Saint Srancis Herald

Claire Jeanfreau-Hilt

Advertising Manager
clairejh@nwkansas.com

REPAIR
REPLACEMENT
MOBILE SERVICE

Cost-share assistance rate is 50-70%. All applications will be re-
viewed and ranked by the District Board of Supervisors and funded
according to priorities recommended by the Kansas Water Plan.
Work may not be started until notified by the Conservation District
Board. Deadline to complete work is May 31.

If you are interested, please contact our office on
West Highway 36 in St. Francis or call 785-332-2341.

sl
209 W. Washington,

St. Francis, KS 67756
785-332-2898 FAX 785-332-3155

MEDICAL, CROP

AUTO, HOME, LIFE,

~ulen

sfherald@nwkansas.com
785-332-3162
785-332-3001 (fax)

310 W. Washington
PO Box 1050
St. Francis, KS 67756




