IT’SL UNCHTIME and thecooksafthesenior center arebusyfinishingupthemeal. Thehead cook isJaniceKrien, left, part-
timecooksMildred Barnhart and NevaWahr man assist through meal time.

Senior citizens asks for assistance

By Sandy Barnhart

The board of the St. Francis Se-
nior Center was present to discuss
the future of the center. Present
were Ken Quigley, president;
Rachael Keller, vicepresident; Art
Krueger, treasurer, and Mavern
Gienger, secretary.

Theboard asked that the council
consider budgeting $3,000 starting
with the 2004 year. The council
noted that they would review the
request at budget time.

Mr. Krueger said this amount
would not completely take care of
the short fall, but he felt with that
amount and using some different
waysof savingmoney at thecenter,
the town would be ableto keep the
facility open.

He went on to explain that the
majority of thepeoplewhogotothe
center live inside St. Francis, and
most of the “growing” population
is the older generation. A lot of
these people are either widows or
widowers who not only go to the
center for nutritious meals but for
fellowship. Heal so noted that once
amonthahealthnursecomestotake
blood pressure readings.

Mr. Krueger explained that with
all of the fund raisers and income
coming into the center, the center
wasstill falling short of paying ex-
penses at approximately $430 a
month. If thetrend kept going like
it was, by theyear 2006, the center
would be completely out of money
rai sed through fund raisersand do-
nations and the center would cease
toexist. Theincomethecenter took
in for the year 2002 was $12,539,
while the center had expenses of
$17,775— adifference of $5,236.

The center first opened in 1977
and at that time Rachael Keller and
Ethel Whitten volunteered their
time to managed the center and
cook. They were supplemented
with some Green-Thumb helpers.

Herald staff photosby KarenKrien

JUST FINISHING LUNCH and enjoying alittlevisiting W|th those at their tableand neigh-
boringtablesat theSt. FrancisSenior Center were(ltor) Ruben Bandel, JessieSmith,LuAnne

Nevilleand Bernice Bandel.

Thelast few yearsJaniceKrienhas
been hired asthe cook and the cen-
ter employstwo part-time hel pers.
Mrs. Krien's wages are paid
through a contribution box which
also pays for part of the food and
some of the paper goods. The con-
tribution box is strictly volunteer
with the center asking for $2.25 a
meal. Those who are able will put
inanextradollar.

In 2002 the center received
$1,440fromrenting thefacility for
family or alumni gatherings. They
also received $4,700 from Chey-
enne County, with the Bird City
Senior Center receiving the other
$3,133. Therehavebeenafew me-
morials |eft to the center, but the
center was dipping into memorial
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fundstokeep upwiththeexpenses,
instead of using only theinterest.
There are many services the se-
niorsgiveincluding selling tickets
for the Attendance Award, helping
withthecarnival and shuckingcorn
for the barbecue at fair time; they
have held an annual Pancake Day
weretheproceedshavegonetothe
rest room at the park or to help
projectsof the Lions Club.
Thecenter regularly servesthree
noon meals aweek. Last year the

center averaged 789 meal samonth,
and 133 meals being delivered to
home-bound residents. For thelast
five years the center has not been
able to get Green-Thumb assis-
tance, and the center now paystwo
part-time hel pers minimum wage
withthetotal for theyear 2002 com-
ing to $7,400.

Thecity council said they would
keep the center inmind when start-
ing on the budget for next year.
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Selection of Russell Stover

Heart-Shaped Candy!

(Sugar Free also Available)
[1 Expressions by
Hallmark Cards!
[1 Scooby Doo & Power Puff
Girls Valentines!
[ Stuffed Animals & other Great

Gifts for
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‘Prayforrain’rally
scheduled Feb. 22

By Tom (TD) Dreiling

Thetitle of the event saysit all,
“Northwest Kansas Pray for Rain
Rally.”

The brainchild of Brewster area
farmer Leonard Kinkade, and his
wife Zelma, therally is scheduled
for Saturday, Feb. 22 at the 4-H
Building on the Thomas County
Fairgrounds.

“We hopeto see peoplefrom all
over northwest Kansas, from Trego
County west to the Colorado line
and north to Nebraska,” Kinkade
said. “Farmers, ranchers, ag and
machinery people, clergy,
townsfolk — thisfirst-ever North-
west Kansas Rally for Rain isfor
everyone,” hesaid.

“The purpose of thisevent isto
pray to the Lord to break this
drought, which affects everyone,”
hesaid.“Weneedtoget back toour
normal rainfall. We need to speak
directly totheLord.”

Therally, said Kinkade, will be-
ginat 3p.m. and concludeat 6 p.m.
“People can come and go as they
need. Wehopeto haveclergy say a
few words, read scripture and lead
usinprayer,” hesaid.

A largemap will be postedinthe
building and each person on hand
will beasked totakeapin and stick
itintheir particular location onthe
map, Kinkadeexplained. “Wewill
probably ask peopleto comedown
front, state their name and offer a
prayer for rain,” he said.

Hesaid prayerswill beofferedfor
political leaderswho havetheinflu-

encetoassist withtheproblemsas-
sociated with the drought. “We
needtoask Godto pointtheminthe
right direction.”

Kinkadesaid“weneedtobreak this
drought...Itaffectseveryone...If | get
2-3inchesof rainatmy place(3miles
southwest of Brewster on the Tho-
mas-Sherman County line) and no-
body el segetsany rain, only | benefit.
Thedrought continues.”

He stressed the need to ask the
Lordtobreak thedrought, which, he
says, has forced a number of our
own farmers and ranchers to be
driven from their farms. “The
droughtisnot just arural problem,
itisalso feltin all our townsin
northwest Kansas, too,” hesaid.

Kinkadesaid hehasnoideaastc
the reception his prayer rally will
receive. “Thisisthefirst time for
suchaneventinsuchawidearea,”
he said. “We pray for rain in our
churches, or we pray individualy,
but we need to bring all of us to-
gether in a common plea to our
Lord.”

Kinkade said he got the idea for
the prayer rally some months agc
whiletraveling and listening to the
radio. “ They (the peopleonthera-
dio) were talking about doing this
and that sparked my interest,” he
said.

“1 guess| amthepersonthelLord
selected to carry out the project in
northwest Kansas,” hesaid.

He asks the clergy to ask their
congregations to take part “in this
show of unity” inColby on Feb. 22.

St. Francis schools
establish web page

The St. Francis schools now
have aweb pagewhich can beac-
cessed at www.usd297.k12.ks.us.
At the Monday meeting of the St.
Francis Board of Education, Su-
perintendent Carl Werner distrib-
uted information about the new
web site, explainingthat therewill
be scoresand highlightsof all In-
dian activities, statistics, the
district’se-mail directory andin-
formation about the schools, per-
sonnel and board.

The web site has been devel-
oped by instructor Chuck Peters
and hisWeb Design class. Super-
intendent Werner said that thesite
is still in the stages of develop-
ment but praised the teacher and
hisclassfor their effortssofar.

Theboard memberswereasked
to complete an information sheet
concerning some of their history
and their stands on different is-
sues. They were al so encouraged
toallow their pictureto be put on
thenew siteaspeoplewill beable
to put aface with aname.

Parentswill also be able to ac-
cess their children’s grades
through the Powerschool student
information system on thesite.

—Bowling News -

Wednesday Mens1/15

Teamstandings: Post Plumbing 8-
0; Cox Construction 8-0; 2001 Elec-
tronic 6-2; Grace Flying 3-5; Krien
Stedl 3-5; First National 2-6; Haigler
1-7; HighRallers1-7

High game (scratch): Ted Mosier
212, Bill Carpenter 204, Bill Cox 203

High series (scratch): Cox 558,
Mosier 554, Marc Peterson 520

Wednesday Coffee /15

Team standings: Snyder’s Hay
Gdas3-1; The3G's3-1; Krien Sted
Buildings 3-1; Flower Magic 2-2;
Dairy King 2-2; Sam'’ sElectric 1-3;
Windmill Restaurant 1-3; Cheyenne
Bowl 1-3.

High game (scratch): Bonnie
Mullanix 183, CharleneCounce180;
Shirley Adkinson 172

High series (scratch): Adkinson
498, JaniceKrien488, K athy Snyder
459

Decision Weather Local Forecasts
v" Watches & warnings to your cell phone
v' Internet Web Page update 2 x a day

v’ Daily email to your home or office
v’ Affordable annual subscriptions

On-line store NOW OPEN on the net!

FomgEgD @7

TST#HEAND.

www.dec1smnweather.c0m

(785) 626-8066

N /@A Come & Go
{' edding Reception

)T ravis & Tori Gano

Equity Meeting Room

for

2-4 p.m.

St. Francis

The Teller Room

A Unique Restaurant at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

Valentine’s Dinner

Fri. & Sat., Feb 14 & 15,6 - 8 p.m.

For Catalog
Call Duane or Nason
(308) 423-2191
Sale Day (308) 423-2194

All Bulls will be ultrasound
for marbling & backfat

All cattle are broke to tie

Come early, inspect the cattle and meet the producers Duane and Nason.

Breeding Quality Angus Cattle Since 1966

Wilson Brothers

HC 69, Box 53, Parks, NE 69041
www.mypcstore.net/wilsonbrothers

“Keep Your
Investments
in the Black”

your Sweetheart!

[1 We also have a

Large Selection of
Valentines Gift Wrap!

True Caring Goes A long Way
We accept major 301 W. Washington « St. Francis, KS
prescription cards 785-332-2250 or 1-800-332-4077

1 — Hours: M-F « 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
I T
|
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Sat.*9a.m.-2 p.m.
Sun. ¢ Closed

Valentine’s Sunday Brunch
g Sun., Feb 16 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

French International Buffet
Tues., Feb. 25,6 -8 p.m.

Toll Free Reservations;
i N, 1-888-639-0003

AE s ENDMA___

I.. INN[ Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11:30 am.- 1:30 p.m.

1 14 Dinner: Thurs.-Sat. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

>>

L af the Historic “Bank of Oberlin
189 S. Penn Ave,, Oberlin, Kan.

www.landmar kinn.com




