Opinion

When disaster hits —
charity scamsarearound

It seems with every disaster comes the reports of
peopl e asking for donationsto various aleged chari-
tablecauses. It comesat atimewhen peoplearegriev-
ing over those lost in the disaster and an underlying
guilty feeling that they are glad it wasn’t one of their
loved ones.

A donation to the cause makes them feel better but
be careful who you give to! There are charity scams
out there and people are calling or writing asking for
contributions.

Askingfor donationsfor acausewhichisnot legiti-
mateisillegal but therearemany peoplewhofall prey
to thesetypesof charity scams.

Thereare several rulestofollow including:

* When solicited by an unfamiliar individual or or-
gani zation, alwaysrequest that they mail information
to your home.

L egitimate charities will not pressure you into mak-
ing animmediate decision to contribute.

* Never make an immediate contribution to chari-
tiessoliciting door-to-door. Ask themto leaveinfor-
mation with you and verify their legitimacy before
contributing.

« If you decideto give, never pay in cash. If you pay
by check, never make it out to an individual or com-
pany namethat isdifferent fromthe charity itself.

* Never giveyour credit card, bank account number,
or Social Security number toanyonewho callsyouon
thetelephone.

Consumers should always check out charitable or-
ganizationsbefore making any contribution either by
going online at www.kscharitycheck.org, by calling
the Kansas Secretary of State’s office at (785) 296-
4564, or the Better Business Bureau.

« Do not allow yourself to be pressured into giving.

—KarenKrien

Landowner disagrees with article

Letter totheeditor:

This letter isin response to the
article entitled Organization tells
other side of story which appeared
inlast week’ sedition of theHerald
relating to HB 2027 being consid-
ered by our state legislators at this
time. Asconcernedlandowners, we
feel HB 2027 restrictslandowners’
rightspertaining to control of prai-
riedog populationson their land.
Please understand, weare against
total eradication of the Black-
Tailed Prairie Dog, or any other
species. Nevertheless, this pro-
posed bill adds yet more bureau-
cratic red tape by requiring Kansas
Wildlifeand Parksalongwithlocal
county commission to approvethe
individual “management” plans.

Senator Stan Clark hasopposed
thisbill, and wefeel for good rea-
son. Thisproposed legislation has
more to it than meets the eye.
Among other things, thislegidation
isbornout of thethreat of alawsuit
by environmental groupstolist the
Black-Tailed PrairieDogunder the
Endangered Species Act. Cur-
rently, the Secretary of Agriculture
of each state has the ultimate au-
thority for management of species
that constituteany threat tohumans,
health, livestock and other wildlife

under theEndangered SpeciesAct.
HB 2027 shiftsthat authority tothe
State Wildlife and Parks and the
county commission.

Why isthisaproblem? The Sec-
retary of Agriculture’s authority
extends to federal laws that were
enacted before the Endangered
SpeciesAct, which prescribe* con-
trol of range-destroying rodents,”
or which authorize the Secretary’s
best methods of “eradication, sup-
pression, or bringing under control”
on federal, state and privately-
owned land prairie dogs, gophers,
ground squirrels, etc. This author-
ity presently supersedes any other
under theEndangered SpeciesAct.
By shifting that authority away
from the Secretary of Agriculture,
research shows environmental
groups are attempting to limit the
functionsof the Secretary in protect-
ingagricultureandcontrollingrange-
destroyingrodents. Inessence, if it's
not broke, why try and fix it?

What happensoncethey shiftthat
authority? Asinthecaseof theBu-
reau of Land Management, for ex-
ample, an environmental group

— Hangin’ with Marge

Life

Life—somethingthat weall take
for granted but is very complex.
How many timeswhenweareina
conversation with someonedoyou
hear “ | wish | would have donethat
differently?’

Probably if we would be honest
with ourselves we would have at
least one of those times each day
that we could say, “1f only | would
have done it thisway it wouldn’t
havetakensolong, orwhy did| say
that tothe person or childyouwere
talkingto.”

When we are young, lifetravels
by so slowly and we can’t wait un-
til we get out of school or get our
first job, or make our first million.
Then we get alittle older and we
can’twait until thebaby issleeping
all night, or thekidsgo to school so
we have a little more time to our-
selves, thenthetimecomesandthey
aregonefromhomeandweseethat
those dayswerethegood ones. We
might not havemadethat millionin
the form of adollar, but we each
have a wealth in memories of our
families.

Whatever choicesyouhavemade

Letter to the Editor

called Center for Native Ecosys-
temsisputting pressure on Bureau
of Land Management in Paonia,
Colo. Center for Native Ecosystems
recommends prohibition of prairie
dog shooting, protecting prairiedog
colonies from oil and gas devel op-
ment activities, prohibitionof poison-
ing prairie dog colonies, relocating
prairie dogs on private land thresat-
ened withimminent destruction, etc.
If Center for Native Ecosystemsis
successtul, many landownerswill no
longer have contral of their land when
itcomestomanagement of prairiedogs.

Althoughthismay seemlikeabe-
nign, non-issue to most Kansans,
thisisamatter of graveimportance
to thelandownersin our state. We
feel it opensthe door for litigation
such as involved in the Klamath
Lakeincident, thefight to end log-
ging because of supposed environ-
mental concerns, etc. which uses
the Endangered Species Act asits
battle weapon and destroys rural
economics. Thisis not to mention
the potential health hazards to
area residents because of expo-
sureto BubonicPlagueinherentin
prairie dog populations, de-
creased grazing land prices and
stocking rates because of infesta-
tion, relocation of prairiedogson

By privateland, etc.
Margaret In the words of a prominent re-
Bucholtz searcher onthisissue, “Wearejust

inyour lives so far have madeyou
thepersonthatyouare. If youwould
have made different choices you
wouldn’t be able to have learned
from your experiences so you
would be different than you are
right now. That’s why we need to
think about our attitudes and real -
ize that each day isagift of lifeto
usanditisuptoustoeither enjoy it
or wasteit.

Remember — “Life can only be
understood backward, but must be
lived forward.”

beginning to seethe start of ahuge
fight over this— bigger than any
we' veseenbefore”... “It’ sfixin’ to
get ugly — very, very ugly.” We
needto protect our heritage, and our
best weapon is getting educated
about thisissue. If you opposethis
legislation, our legislators need to
hear fromyou. Pleasecontact Sena-
tor Stan Clark or Representative
John Fabor onthisissueand|etyour
voice be heard.
Perry and PaulaKeller,
Concerned Kansaslandowners
St. Francis

GOD SAYS

& The words of his mouth were smoother
than butter, but war was in his heart:

his words were softer than oil, yet
were they drawn swords.
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"GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS CALL FOR GREAT RISKS ..

Bird City, Kansas 1885
By Dorthy L. Mast

Water, preciouswater, wasthe
jewel of the plains country. In
BirdCity, aswell asinother early
towns, construction of hand dug
wellsbecame anecessity.

The ground water was frozen
inthewinter and swarming with
insects in the summer. Ground
water was often the source of
what was commonly called
“prairiefever” or typhoid which
ravaged the settlers. However,
hand dug wells were a treacher-
ous occupation that could be ac-
complished only withthehelpof a
partner. While one dug the other
onehauledthedirttothesurfacein
abucket operated with awindlass
until a hole several feet across
reached downtowater level.

Dangers associated with the
digging of thistype of well in-
cluded Black Damp, Fire Damp,
and falling objects. Black Damp
alsocalledchokingdamp,isagas
compound of amixtureof carbon
dioxide and nitrogen found in
deep holes of the earth. Fire
Damp is a combustible gas,
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chiefly methane, that occurs natu-
rally innarrow confinesof theearth
and formsin an explosive mixture
withair. Commonly knownasagas
heavier than air that gathersin the
bottom of wellsand overcomesdig-
gerswith rapid suffocation.

Oncewater wassecuredfromthe
dug well asystem had to be estab-
lished to bring the water to the sur-
face. Just abovethewell wasagal-
lows framed pulley beam and just
below its greatest height was a
woodenstock tank. Attachedtoa20
gallon bucket, and running over a
double pulley was a three quarter
inch manillaropeat thefreeend of
which wasasingle-treetowhicha
mouse colored jinny mule was
hitched during the hourstheworks
werein operation.

Thetechnique of raising thewa-
ter wasto start thejinny muleupthe
well beaten pathwhichledtoabar-
rier at the proper distance to raise
thebuckettotheright height for the
engineer totip its contentsinto the
tank. When this process was com-
pleted the bucket then hung down
over the mouth of thewell and at a
signal the jinny mule retraced her

steps back to the well. The
bucketinthemeantimedropping
downintothewater andrefilling
and then drawn up and dumped
again. Thiswas done until the
tank wasfilled.

The hand dug well water was
an improvement over much of
the ground water but as water
was brought to the surface and
left standing in the tank, bacte-
ria began to develop and once
more the settlers were besieged
with sickness.

Thiswell was located at the
very center of theintersection of
Bird Avenue and Fourth Street.

May 12, 1885 therewerefive
menandonelady whoresidedin
thetown proper. They were: Mr.
and Mrs. James Slover, Charles
Brown, G.C. Rusk and R.L.
Koester. Mrs. Slover was em-
ployed by the Town Site Com-
pany to cook for the surveyors
and themen working at the well
andfor thefirst two monthswas
theonly lady residinginthetown
proper.

Next month-The continuing
growth of thetown.

New and renewed Herald sub-
scription: Mae Mossburgh, St.
Francis; Patsy Rethke, St. Francis;
Toby Dirks, St. Francis; Leonard
Hilt, Austin, Texas; Dottie Cook,
Edson; Norvin Northrup, St.
Francis; Majestic Service, St.
Francis

DaleBurr, St. Francis; Gary A.
Cooper, St. Francis; Alma
Christensen, St. Francis; Gay Walz,
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Wesleyan Church
Hwy 36 * 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 9a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
O
Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208 E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.
0
Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002
Pastor Chris Farmer
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
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Honor Roll

St. Francis; Mark Roesener,
McDonald; Otto Bandel, St
Francis, Rajean Landwehr, Okla-
homa; Dale Raile, St. Francis;
James Cram, Lakewood, Colo.;
MerlynBurr, Brighton, Colo.; Mar-
lin Zimbelman, Goodland; Lester
Browning, St. Francis; Lee
Amsberry, Bird City;

Ken Krien, Bird City; Amanda
Milne, St. Francis; Rojean

Peace Lutheran Church
202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbach
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O

First Christian Church
332-2956 ¢ 118 E. Webster
Pastor Richard Garcia
Sunday School 9:15a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Wed. night Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Seventh-Day Adventist Church

332-2888 ¢ 3rd & Adams
Pastor Arlin Cochran
Sabbath School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:45

O

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River ¢ 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

St. Francis
Equity

Landwehr, Claremore, Okla.;
Leone Freemyer, Greeley, Colo.;
Lori Weber, Salina; Hester Myers,
St. Francis; Cynthia Deines,
LaPorte, Colo.; Margaret Shay, St.
Francis; Bill Stroh, Idalia, Colo.;
Merlyn Sherlock, Los Angeles,
Calif.; Dale Lundin, Salina; Vir-
ginia Galloway, Denver, Colo.;
LeighLegere, Overland Park; Dor-
othy Gemaehlick, St. Francis

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,
Church 332-2254,
Pars. 332-3170
512 S. Scott
Pastor Nel Holmes
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O

First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott « 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor

Sunday School 9:30

Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.

Wed. AWANA Club

6:30-8:00p.m.
O

Clough Valley Baptist Church

Pastor Al Davis D. Min.
12 m.west, 6 m. north of SF

332-2506

Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT

Worship 10:00a.m.CT

f First
National Bank

nwkansas.com

P.O. Box 1050 ¢ St. Francis
785-332-3162

Member FDIC /

sfh erald@nwkansas.comj




