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rairiedogsdiscussed at meeting

By Karen Krien

Thecounty attorney talked about prairie
dogswhenthe Cheyenne County Commis-
sionersmet Friday.

Kevin Berens, county attorney, reported
that hehadtalkedto ChrisTymesonwiththe
Kansas Wildlife and Park’ s general coun-
cil and oneof thepeoplewhodraftedthebill
being presented to the Kansas House of
Representatives. Attorney Berenssaid that
basically thebill allowedfarmersandranch-

erswantingtoraiseprairiedogstherightto
dosoaslongasthey presentedacontrol plan
tothecounty commissionersandit wasap-
proved. It doesn’ ttakeaway therightsof the
farmer to control prairiedogsontheir land.

Onthebill, theword* eradicate” had been
scratched and replaced with manage and
control.

Commissioner Tim Railesaid that some
of thepeopleinthisareahad aproblemwith
the Wildlife and Parks being involved but

Attorney Berens pointed out that commis-
sionersdonot havetheexpertisetohelpwith
aplan to control or manage prairie dogs
while the Wildlife and Parks officials do
havetheexpertise.

Asof Friday, the prairie dog legislation
isstill being debated and no decisions had
been made.

Hiring put on hold

Followinganexecutivesession, thecom-
missioners agreed to put the matter of hir-

ing the ambulance secretary full time on
hold until thecommissionerscould seewhat
their optionswouldbe. Commissioner Raile
said hehad visited theambul anceofficeand
after talking to the secretary Janelle Bow-
ers,and seeingwhat shedid, hehad agreater
appreciation for what shedid.
Back taxes

Randy Sangster, appraiser, and Deb
Smith, part time help in the appraiser’ s of -
fice, had been asked to cometothemeeting

totalk moreabout S& S, gaswell company,
and the owner Richard Stephen, who has
been asking that the county commissioners
abatetheback taxeson property hehad pur-
chased. It was noted that Mr. Stephen hao
paidthetaxesfor 2000to 2002. Thecounty
attorney had said that the commissioners
had no control to abatethetaxessothecom:-
mi ssioners were wanting to know how

much the wells and equipment would be
See PRAIRIE DOGS on Page8

Whatto

do with

ducttape, plastic?

ByKaren Krien

OnFeb. 7, thepeoplewered erted
that thenation’ sHomeland Security
threat level hadrisenfromyellowto
orange, the highrisk of terrorist at-
tacks. Withindays, thepeopleof the
United Stateswere urged to keep a
roll of duct tapeand plastic sheeting.
Why?To cover windowsand doors
in case there is an airborne chemi-
cal attack.

People were also urged to have
sufficient water and non-perishable
food for each member of thehouse-
holdfor threedays, battery-operated
radioandflashlight. Besuretohave
the needed prescription medicine
andafirstaidkitandatowel for seal-
ing the bottom of the door.

However, in Cheyenne County,
the talk of aterrorist attack didn’t

seemtoattract muchattention. Both
True Value and Tri-State Lumber
and Tubing, themainplacesfor pur-
chasing plastic and duct tapein St.
Francis, had soldvery littleof either.

Liz Semler at True Value said
they had duct tapelistedinasalehill
last week and had sold somebut she
figured it was basically because it
was on sale and people needed it.
Jerry Peter at Tri-StateL umber said
heguessed peopleweren’ ttoowor-
ried becausethey hadn’t hardly sold
any duct tape.

Tony Howard, owner of Sainty
Super Foods, saidtherehad not been
arun on either water or food.

Should people be worried?
Should they be prepared?

Gary Rogers, emergency man-

SeeDUCT TAPE on Page8

Servicemennames
wanted for list

The United States has been talk-
ing of war and turmoil throughout
theworldsinceSept. 11,2001, when
the Trade Center Towers were at-
tack and the“ Taliban,” “al-Qaida”
and “Osama binLaden” became
household words.

There have been troops and re-
servetroopscalledtoactionand The
Heraldand Timeswouldliketoprint
the addresses of servicemen and
women so peoplecan send| ettersof
encouragement to them.

Thestaffsareasking that anyone
knowing of alocal serviceman or
servicemen that may have connec-
tionsin the communities to please
call, write or email the namesand
addresses.

Call 785-332-3162, or write to
Box 1050, St. Francis, KS67756 or
Box 220, Bird City, KS67731; ore-
mail the names and addresses to

sfherald@nwkansas.com  or
bctimes@nwkansas.com.
SeeNAMESon Page8
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drawing contest.

SHERMAN COUNTY SHERIFF Doug Whitson examined a fuel tank on theright wing of a

planewhich crashed north of Goodland on Wednesday night. Thepilot, theonly oneintheplane,
walked away from thecrash uninjured.

Twin-engine planecrashes,
pilotescapes without injury

A twin-engine Piper planecarry-
ing UPSpackagesfromMcCook to
Goodland crashed in arugged area
of northeast Sherman County about
8 p.m. on Feb. 12, but the pilot
walked away uninjured.

Theplane, fromKey LimeAir, a
sub-contractor for United Parcel
Service, was heading to Goodland
to make a drop-off and then return
toMcCook. Thepilot, TateBaloun,
told Sheriff Doug Whitson he lost
power in both engines and he was
forced to land about 10 1/2 miles
north of Renner Field.

When the plane came down,

Baloun said, hewas banking to the
left and was having difficulty get-
ting thelanding gear down. Hesaid
hewasworkingtogetthegear down
manually whentheleft wing hit the
ground, and he was unableto get it
all theway down.

The planelanded on top of ahill
in Conservation Reserve Program
grassland and skidded about 200
yardsdown the hill, Whitson said.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
trator investigators from Wichita
were on their way to the crash and
wereexpectedtoarriveFriday after-
noon.

Photo by MichelleL. Hawking/

Balounwalkedto Johnand Tracy
McCoy’ shouseoff of County Road
25 between Roads 74 and 75 in
Sherman County, about ahalf mile
away. Whitson said he was unin-
jured.

Tracy McCoy called aneighbor,
KenKlemm, of theKlemmBuffalo
Ranch, to say shehadthepilotinher
living room. Klemm said he called
911 to report the crash. He said he
was heading out to McCoys' house
when Sheriff Whitsondroveintohis
yard and hetold the sheriff togoto
McCoys'.

SeePLANE on Page8
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LOOK WHAT | WON! Logan Whitmore was one of thewinners of the Conservation

.

Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

Team
heads to
regionals

By Betty Jean Winston

Allthewrestlershavebeenwork-
inghardsince December toimprove
their skillsfor the Regional tourna-
ment which will be held on Friday
and Saturday. Thisistheonly oppor-
tunity to earnatrip to the 2003 3-2-
1A State Tournament.

Sainty wrestlerswill betraveling
toLakinandwill beoneof 18teams
at thisRegional.

A sendoff isbeing plannedfor the
wrestlers on Friday at the high
school. All wrestling fans in the
community are welcome to attenc
and cheer theteam on asthey leave
for the important Regional tourna-
ment. Be at the school gym at 9:40
am. to participate.

Mat men know that they need tc
dotheir very bestasonly four wres-
tlersin each weight class will ad-
vancetostatein Haysthefollowing
weekend.

“We'relooking forward to com-
peting at theRegional tournament,”
Coach Larry Gabel said. “ Thekids
arewrestling the best they have all
year.
“We're peaking and in good
shape although we are concernec
about someinjuries.”

Teams competing at Oberlinin-
clude: Atwood, Cimarron,
Deerfield, Elkhart, Hoisington,
Hoxie, Hutchinson-Trinity,
Kinsley, Lakin, Leoti-Wichitza
County, Lyons, Montezuma-South

SeeREGIONALS on Page8

Former resident working
with doctor at medical clinic

By Karen Krien

Former St. Francis resident,
RobbieO’ Brien-L eightonisspend-
ing four weeks at the Cheyenne
County Clinic working with Dr.
Mary Beth Miller, Patrick Delano
and NadjaButton, physician assis-
tants, alongwiththerest of themedi-
cal staff.

Shearrivedin St. Francison Jan.
27 and will stay most of February.
Thefour-week experienceispart of
the required curriculum at the KU
Medical School in Wichita. Medi-
cal students are placed in various
Kansascommunitiestoreceiveex-
posure to the practice of primary
care in anon-urban area and in-
crease their awareness of profes-
sional opportunitiesintheseareas.

Ms. O’ Brien-Leighton began
|eaningtowardworkinginthemedi-
cal field when her brother was in-
juredinaskiing accident which re-
quired weeks and months of reha-
bilitation. She has been exposed to
different areas of the medical field
but isstill working toward physical
medicineand rehabilitation.

“l have liked all my rotations.
Thissummer, | did four weeksof a
rehabilitation elective and really
enjoyedit,” shesaid.

Shesaid shewantstowork inthe
medical field because she wantsto
makea" differenceand | know | will
never bebored.”

Ms. O’ Brien-Leighton previ-
ously spent sometimeworkingwith
Dr. Miller. Following this experi-
ence, shewill havefour moreyears
of trainingincluding oneyear of pre-
liminary internal medicineandthree
yearsinrehabilitation medicine.

Shesaidshehasenjoyedworking
in St. Francisfor several reasons.

“Dr. Miller is‘cool’ and always
stopsto explainand makesurel un-
derstand everything,” shesaid, not-

LOOKING AT X-RAYS—Dr. Mary Beth Miller, front, and

RobbieO’Brien check out oneof theX-raystakenearlier inthe

day.

ing that therest of the staff hasalso
been supportive and have let her
have “hand-on experience” when-
ever possible.

“Itisa sogoodtobeback—I love
seeing everyone when they come
in.”

Ms. O’Brien-Leighton is the
daughter of Neal and Julie O’ Brien
andattendedthe St. Francisschools
uptotheseventhgrade. In 1989, she
and her family moved to Scott City
where she graduated in 1994. The
next five years were spent in
Lawrencewheresheattended Kan-

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

sasUniversity. Shethenwent ontc
medical school in Kansas City for
twoyearsandisnow at Wichita.

Her husband Scott Leightonisan
engineer and is working with the
ADT Security Systemsin Wichita.

“He is very supportive of my
work,” sheadded.

“Weareenjoying having Robbie
working with us and having medi-
cal studentscometotheclinicisre-
freshing,” saidDr. Miller. Shenotec
that she also appreciates the coop-
eration of the patients in working
with the students.
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worthif thecounty weretoforeclose
on the property and sell wells and
equipment.

Appraiser Sangster said that if the
equipment were to be salvaged, it
would be worth approximately
$1,040per well dependingonthesize
of thewell (somecoul dbeworth$850
whileanother could beworth $100),
however, someonewould needtobe
hired totakethewellsdown, pull the
tubing and pile up the equipment.

Harvest Energy has21 wellshut it
was noted that some of the Wheeler
fieldwellswereeither goingtobesold
or had been sold.

Since there were so many ques-
tions, the commissioners tabled the
discussion until the appraiser could
findoutif theWhederfieldwellshad
sold, if thebusinesswastill in busi-
nessor if thebankruptcy wasfinal.

Trainingsessions

Upcoming training’s for the road
and bridge supervisor Dave
Flemmingwerediscussed. Commis-
sioner Jane Brubaker questioned the
supervisor to see if he thought the
training sessions, which could
amounttoaround10training’s,were
necessary. Supervisor Flemmingdid
think they were important and there
wasno cost for thetraining's.

Supervisor Flemmingaskedforan
executive session to discuss person-
nel andwhenthesess onended, there
wereno decisionsmade.

Thecommissionersdiscussedgiv-
ingextrasick leaveafteranemployee
had been with the county for 20 or
more years and whether more pay
should be given when an employee
movedtothenext classification. The
commissionershadearlier frozenthe
wages and it was the consensus that
until the commissioners knew more

aboutwhat thestatewouldreimburse
the county, they would not give ad-
ditional pay for classificationmoves.
Thematter of givingextrasick leave
toemployeesworkingfor 20or more
yearswastabled.

Equipment leasesand grader tires
wereal so discussed.

Overtime

Overtimeinthesheriff’ sofficewas
onceagai ndiscussed. Commissioner
TimRailereportedthat hehadvisited
with the sheriff and, from the last
month’ slist of overtime, hehad ran-
domly selected several different
times and all were documented and
appeared to beligament. Heencour-
agedtheother two commissionersto
also take some time to question the
overtimereports. Thecommissioners
alsoinstructed clerk Terry Miller to
pay theovertimeonthenextmonth’s
pay check after the commissioners
had approved theovertime.

Inother business

Inother business:

« Elmer Kellner, thenew represen-
tative for the Western Plains Re-
source Conservation and Devel op-
ment, wanted toknow what thecom-
missionersexpected of himasarep-
resentative. They saidthatif anything
brought up needed to be discussed
withthem to please contact them.

» Thecommissionersagreednotto
signtheFair HousingMonth procla-
mation.

e Commissioner Brubaker gavea
brief review of theAirport Authority
meeting which shehad attended.

» DanSchlittenhardt, noxiousweed
supervisor, was given permission to
attend ameeting.

« Prairiedoglegidationwhichhas
beenintroducedtotheHousewasdis-
cussed.

* RoxieNeitzel and Kelly Frewen

discussthecounty’ sinsurancepremi-
umsfor theupcoming year.

» The commissioners agreed to
havearesolutiondrawnupgivingthe
citiesarebatefor recyclinginstead of
filling up thelandfill.

* Gary Rogersasked that thecom-
missioners along with all other
electedofficid shepresentforavideo
at thenext meeting. Thevideoshows
what the responsibilities of elected
officidlsarein the case of adisaster.
Thevideoshowingwasscheduledfor
9am. onFeb. 28inthecommission-
ers roominthe courthouse.

» The Attorney Genera’s office
hadwrittenback concerningtheques-
tions on consolidated law enforce-
ment, notingthat they areworkingon
thematter andwill haveananswerin
thenear future.

» Thecommissionersagreedtotake
juvenile prisoners to the Trego
County facility for $145 per day op-
posed to the Southwest Regional fa-
cility in Garden City which will cost
$165 per day.
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Sofar, theaddressesof J.D. Smith

and T.JPowershavebeenturnedin.
Their addressesare:
LCPL Smith, J.D.
2nd MEB A Co.2nd A.A.BN
HQPIt. Det.C
Unit #76078
FPO AE09511-6078

LCPL Powers, T.J.
HML/A 167 MAG26!/F
PSC Box 21014
Jacksonville, N.C. 28545

DUCT TAPE

Continued from Page 1

ager for Cheyenne County, said he
didn’t want people to be scared or
worried but it would still bewiseif
they compiledanemergency kit. The
items in this kit will work for any
chemical emergency if, forinstance,
thereshould beanammoniaor chlo-
rine spill — these are chemicals
whicharefoundinthecounty.

Doesitwork?

Manager Rogers pointed out that
duringthe1992 Gulf War, | sradli citi-
zens used the “ Shelter-1n-Place”
techniqueusing plasticand duct tape
to protect themselves against the
threat of chemica weaponscarriedby
SadamHussein' sSCUD missiles.

Houseshbuilt for winter conditions
such as those found in Cheyenne
County are especially suited for
“Shelter-In-Place” becausethey are
generallytighter constructedand pro-
vide aprotective barrier against air-
bornechemicals.

Itisgood if someonewantsto pre-
parea” Shdlter-In-Place” roomwhich
will be ready if needed. However,
unlike atornado, the basement isn't
thesafest placeto goduringachemi-
cal threat because the chemicalsare
heavier than air and may seep into
basements even if the windows are
closed.

If thereisan emergency

If there is a hazardous material
emergency, peopleareurgedto heed
law enforcement and emergency
manager’ sorders. Thewarning will
most likely be a siren which will
sound for more than three minutes.
People should go inside, turn on the
radio and find out what to do.

If astrong or unusual odor is
smelled and thereisno signwhereit
iscomingfrom, gotothe" Shelter-In-
Place” and continuetolisteningtothe
radio. If theshelterisnot prepared, go
inside immediately, close all win-

NAMES
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Shortly after theplanewent down,

theemergency | ocator beaconbegan
sounding and the Kansas Highway
Patrol and sheriff’s officesin Tho-
mas, Cheyenne and Sherman coun-
tieswerenotified of thedowned air-
craft. FAA officialsgaveout severa
possiblelocations.

Theauthorities began looking for
the plane in part of Thomas and
Shermancounties. Usingthebeacon,
they narrowedthesearchtothenorth-
east part of Sherman County aboutthe
timethe pilot showed up.

Sheriff Whitson said apilot of an-
other plane headed to Goodland saw
alight fromtheground.

“Hehad heard the pilot giveout a
“mayday’ before going down,”
Whitson said. “and when he saw the
light heknew it wasfromtheplane.

“| sawtheplanecirclingtothenorth
of wherewewere searching and fol-
lowed him,” the sheriff said, “and
thenwegot thecall fromKlemmand
| knew wehad it solved.”

“That guy had an angel on his
shoulder,” Whitson said, looking at
thewreck.

dowsand doors, turn off ventilation
systemsincluding air conditioners
andfurnaceandclosefireplacedamp-
ers. Gointoandsea aroomusingthe
ducttape, plasticor wet cloths. If there
are any electrical outlets, seal them
with duct tape and if electricity is
needed, push the plug through the

tape.

If toldtoevacuate, gather achange
of clothing, baby needs, medicine
and/or dietary needs. Whilein the
vehicle, keegptheventsandwindows
closed and do not use the air condi-
tioner or heater.

For more information, contact
Emergency Manager Rogersat 785-
332-2560.

REGIONALS
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Gray, Oakley, Oberlin-Decatur

Comm., Quinter, St. Francis,
Stafford, Sublette.

“Thisisthe best opportunity for
years that we have had to qualify
kids,” Coach Gabel said. “ Thestate
hasdoneamoreequitablejob of di-
viding the schools. We have our
league schools and some schools
from the southern part of the state.
Itisareal opportunity for usto do
well.”

The Friday schedule begins at 2
p.m. andrunsasfollows:

Round 1, first round, 2 p.m.

Round 2, championship
quarterfinals, 5p.m.

Round 3, consolationfirst round,
6:30 p.m.

Round4, consolation crossbrack-
eting, 7:30 p.m.

OnSaturday, activity beginsat 11
am.withtheremainingfiverounds
scheduled asfollows:

Round 5, championship semi-fi-
nals,11am.

Round 6,
quarterfinals, 1 p.m.

Round 7, consol ationsemi-finals,
3p.m.

Round 8, consolationfinals, 5

Round 9, championship finals
(onemat), 6:30 p.m.

A 16-manbracket will beusedfor
thetourney.

All of the Indians have been in-
volvedin several dualsand tourna-
mentsand havehad numerousprac-
ticesessionssincetheseason began
but thisisby far the most important
event.

“Welooking forward to compet-
ing,” Coach Gabel said.

consolation

ldalia school
publishes book

By Brooklynn Gregory

Last spring, anew book arrived at
Idalia School, written by the 2001-
2002 writing lab class. Gust of Dust
I11: Sfting Through Idalia’s Past is
written by the students and teacher,
LucilleRosshach.

Thestudentswho hel ped pieceto-
gether this history book are: Ryan
Cure, Brooklynn Gregory, Neil
Hutton, Molly Manser, German
Penzing, Jobediah Rittenhouse, Colt
Strick, Kendra VanMeter, Candice
Walkinshaw and  Whitney
Weyerman.

TheFoxfireCorePracticesarethe
method that Mrs. Rossbach used to
hel pguidestudentsinwritingagood
book. These philosophieswere first
used in Rabun County, Ga., to pro-
ducetheFoxfirebooks.

Gust of Dust 11 includesstoriesof
Idalia smoreunknown history. One
can read about the ghost towns of
Y uma County, an overview of the
fashionsin the 20s, Joe Zion's sod
house, thedrought andflood of 1935,
thesalutetotheveterans, theold gen-
eral storesand thedallsthey offered
for sale theMullinRanch, theearly-
day crank telephones and how the
branding, farming and irrigation re-
flect thecultureof Iddia

Thededicationof collectionof ora
historiesreads, “ Weoffer thisvolume
of Gustsof Dust in honor of themen
andwomenwhogavetheir serviceto
our country in defense of freedom.
Wesaluteyou!”

Andsincethisbook wasdedicated

to the veterans, Candice
Walkinshaw’ s article was placed at
the beginning becauseitisabout the
veterans of the areaand becausethe
book wasstarted after 9-11.

Thefirst volume of Gust of Dust:
AnewDawning of Idalia’ sPast was
written by theclassof 1998-1999. In
thishistory lesson, therearestoriesof
Walt Disney wolves that once
roamed this area, sports teams of
|dalia, theconsolidationof northeast-
ern Colorado schools, past and
present ord historiesof several com-
munity members, businessestablish-
mentsin ldalia, aquilt designed by
Idalia students, the uses of native
plants, the overnight move of old
Idaliaandthechangesinfashionover
S0years.

In 2000-2001, the second Gust of
Dust: Refocusing on Idalia’s Past
was published. One will read about
Bonny Dam, archaeological digs, the
firstchurchinthearea, RomanNose's
body, some WW]I flightsover Ger-
man by Clarence Lidke, children’s
gravesitesand unknown grave sites
and a newly discovered cemetery,
children’s wisdom, Dr. Garcia, a
plane ride with Charles Lindbergh,
thedangersof blizzards, andthehunt-
ingof Idalia-areagameanimals.

DennisSchidl, Iddiaartist, served
aspublisher for all threevolumes.

Anyone interested in seeing the
volumes can seethem at St. Francis
at Stevens' Territorial or log on to
amazon.com. They ared soavailable
attheldaliaschools.

Gienger.

VALENTINE SINGERSsang at theHerald officeon Friday. Thosesingingwere: (1 tor)
Heidi Rohweder, Sawyer White, Ashley Dowgwillo, JanessaJor dan, JadeDeGood and K ar i
Herald staff photo by Sandy Barnhart

Rule opens for comments

The proposed rule for Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), reauthorized in the 2002
FarmBill, waspublished inthe Fed-
eral RegisterforcommentonFeb. 10,
accordingtoHarold L. Klaege, state
conservationist for theUnited States
Department of Agriculture Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). Thiswill allowfarmersand
ranchersto use program funding in
thecomingyear.

Highlightsof therevised Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program
proposal include:

* reducing in the amount of plan-
ning requirementsneededtodevelop
acontract;

* providing up to 90 percent cost
sharefor limited resourceand begin-
ning producers;

« providing livestock producers
with cost-share assistance for waste
storage facilities regardless of size,
but must develop and implement a
comprehensivenutrient management
plan;

« allowing producerstohavemore
thanonecontract pertract atany given
time;

« allocating 60 percent of Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program

fundstoward livestock related prac-
tices; and,

« delegating Environmental Qual-
ity IncentivesProgramisadministra:
tiontotheNatural Resource Conser-
vation Service.

“Conservationincentiveprograms
for working lands, in combination
withtechnica assistance, helpreduce
theregulatory burdenonfarmersand
ranchers,” State Conservationist
Klaegesad. “Wehopepotential En-
vironmental Quality IncentivesPro-
gram participants will take time to
comment on the proposed rulesto
ensurethey areproducer-friendly and
will achieve the intended results of

theseprograms.”

Comments on the Environmental
Quality IncentivesProgram proposal
will beacceptedfor 30daysafter pub-
licationoruntil March12. Additional
informationon Environmental Qual-
ity IncentivesProgramisontheWeb
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/news/
index.html thenscroll downto* http:/
/www.nrcs.usda.gov/%20” (Pro-
posed Rulefor Environmental Qual-
ity IncentivesProgram Availablefor
Public Comment) and click on the
linkslisted for moreinformation.

Quinter Stuco

would liketo invite the
Basketball Players & Fansto their

POTATO BAR

Friday, February 21
Serving from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Free-Will Donation
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Good Luck at Regionals
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