Jack Leroy Ford
Jan. 3, 1929 - Feb. 7, 2003

Jack Leroy Ford, 74, of St.
Francis, Kan., died Feb. 7, 2003, at
home after a year-long battle with
cancer.

Jack wasbornin Strasburg, Colo.,
onJan. 3, 1929, asthefirst of three
children to Daniel and Clarice
(Best) Ford. Hisgrandparents, Roy
and Libby Best, in Cheyenne
County, raised him.

Jack was joined in union with
Josephine Holliman on Sept. 18,
1950. Tothisuniontherewereseven
children.

Jack served hiscountry honorably
during the Korean War from 1951
to 1953 as a military policeman.
After leavingtheservice, hemoved
to Greeley, Colo., and did some
farming. He has also been aware-
house worker, truck driver, short-
order cook, construction worker,
and asheep herder.

Jack was a great hushand and a
wonderful farther. He especially
enjoyed his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. Jack |ooked
forward to each and every family
gathering. Heal soenjoyedfarming,
hunting, fi shing, camping, and most
recently enjoyed participating in
and being abletowalk inthe Relay
For Lifefor the benefit of cancer.

Jack wasprecededindeathby his
father, Daniel Ford; mother, Clarice
(Best) Ford O’ Leary; brother Gary
O’Leary; sister Bonnie (Ford
O’ Leary) Cote'; and a brother-in-
law, Larry Lampe.

Jack is survived by his wife,
Josephine Holliman Ford; hischil-
dren: Ed Ford and wife, Michelle,
Northglenn, Colo., Jacquelyn
Brydich, Goodland, Gwendolyn
and husband, Norm Jacobs,
Greeley, Colo., Bruce Ford and
wife, Alice, Greeley, Colo.; Doyle
Ford, Goodland; Darrell Ford, St.
Francis; and Bryan Ford and wife,
Loretta, St. Francis; 10 grandchil-
dren: Tammie, Mark, Chad, Tim,
Josh, Adam, Megan, Kattie, Scott
and George; five great-grandchil-
dren, Allix, Lukas, Rylie, Tanner
and Brooke; two sisters-in-law,
IleneO’ Leary and Kay Lampe; one
brother-in-law, Roland Cote'.

Jack made so many friends over
theyearsandwill begreatly missed
andloved by everyonewhose heart
he may havetouched.

Funeral servicewasheld Feb. 10
attheUnited M ethodist Churchwith
Pastor JW. Glidewell officiating.

Casket bearers were Don Krien,
Pete Kinen, Matt Martin, Gary
Leach, Gary Yonkey, DaveY ost.

Intermentwasin St. FrancisCem-
etery with Military Rites by Fort
Riley.

Arrangementsby Knodel Funeral
Home, St. Francis.

LydiaM.Webster
March 17,1901 -Feb. 9, 2003

LydiaM. Webster died Sunday,
Feb. 9, 2003, at McCook Commu-
nity Hospital .

ShewasbornMarch 17,1901, in
Cheyenne County near St. Francis,
Kan., to Peter and Mary Catherine
(Wagner) Freehling. Lydiawasthe
oldest living child of Peter and
Mary, having eight sistersand one
brother to share the family home
with.

The Freehling family moved in
1908, to afarm near Haigler, Neb.,
whereL ydiaattendedarural school
and graduated from Haigler High
School in1919.

Lydiaand Frank B. Webster, a
nativeof Wray, Colo., weremarried

at theHaigler Methodist Churchon
March30, 1920. Frank began his50-
year career with CB & Q Railroad
in Haigler and in this career they
weretransferredto stationsin Colo-
rado and Nebraska. In 1945, they
weretransferredtoMcCook, thelast
move of hiscareer.

Lydiawasbaptized asababy and
joined the Haigler Methodist
Church when she was 14 years of
ageand hasbeen afaithful member
of McCook Memoria United Meth-
odist Churchsince1945. Lydiawas
a devout Christian woman with
great faith in her Lord. She quoted
from memory many scripture
verses. Sheloved visiting and wit-
nessing her faith with family and
friendsof all ages. Inadditiontoher
church loyalty, she was active in
many civic organizations.

Shewasproceededindeathby her
parents, husband Frank, two infant
siblings, four sisters, Lora Bye,
Alma Roberts, Anna Buhl, and
Pauline Roberts; one brother, Paul
Freehling; son-in-law, Peter C.
Balius; and one great-grandson,
Shane Webster.

Sheis survived by her children,
Louise Balius of McCook, Donald
Webster andwife, Joann, of Haigler,
Stanley G. Webster and wife,
Marlene, of McCook; and Mary
Greeley and husband, Jim, of Colo-
rado Springs, Colo.; 16 grandchil-
dren, 33 plusfour step-great-grand-
childrenandtwogreat-great-grand-
children; sisters, Garnet Miller,
PearlineRathand Esther Walter, all
of St. Francis, and EmmaTilton of
Temecula, Cdlif., surviveher aswell
asmany niecesand nephews.

Memorials may be given in her
name.

The funeral service was held
Wednesday, Feb. 12, at Memorial
UnitedMethodist Church. TheRev-
erend Dr. Jeff Thurman officiated.
Burial wasinMemorial Park Cem-
etery.

Gerald L. Nothdurft
Oct. 20, 1930 - Feb. 12, 2003
Gerald L. Nothdurft, 72, died

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2003, at St.
Catherine Hospital in Garden City,
Kan. Hewasborn Oct. 20, 1930, in
Cheyenne County, the son of John
Henry and Elsie C. Gellerman
Nothdurft.

A resident of Garden City since
1987, moving from Burlington,
Colo., hehad been atruck driver, a
farmlaborer and amill operator for
Finney County Feeders.

He was a member of the First
Christian Church of Garden City
and was aU.S. Army veteran dur-
ing the Korean Conflict.

On June 5, 1960, he married
Georgial.. Hoffman at Goodland.

Survivorsincludetwodaughters,
Shirley D. Nothdurft, Garden City,
and Sherry D. Nothdurft, Garden
city.

Thefuneral servicewasat 2 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 17 at Price and Sons
Funeral Homein Garden City with
Reverend Donald Carter officiating.

Interment wasin Valley View
Cemetery in Garden City withMili-
tary Graveside Honors being pre-
sented by the Fort Riley Veterans
Honor Guard.

Memorials may be given to the
First Christian Churchor tothe Beef
Empire Days Rodeo Committee
both in care of the Price and Sons
Funeral Home, 620 N. Main, Gar-
den City.

Billy BruceCole

July 29, 1920 - Feb. 2003

Billy Bruce Cole was born July

29, 1920, to Mertie Marie Arehart
and Bruce Cole. Bill’s schooling
waslimitedtotheeighthgradeat the
GreenRidgeand Long View coun-
try schools. Itwasthe* Dirty 30s’ so
he helped his dad with the farm
work. His jobs included hauling
water in barrels to raise watermel -
ons to sell for extra money. He
helped his dad with whatever he
coulddo.

There were two chicken houses
full of chickens, so you know who
gotthatjob! Bill said“ | alwaysstart
itching when you talk about a
chickenhouse.” Milking cowswent
along with the jobs in the 30s as
farming wasn't that great!

If Bill wasmissing he’ d befound
inthesmall shop, seeingif hecould
find outwhy aModel T or Model A
wouldn’t run. It might be his
family’s or the neighbor’s. Harold
Winston oncetold, “We'd get Bill
if we couldn’t get oneto run.” Bill
likedtooverhaul theold John Deere
D tractors. Hewasagood mechanic
andelectrician. ‘What madetheold
motorstick’ just came natural to
him.

Bill married Helen Holzwarth
andtothisuniontwochildren, Allen
and Sharon, wereborn. Thefamily
was baptized in the Methodist
ChurchinSt. Francisinabout 1944.

The 1950s and 60s were more
hard years and Bill had numerous
jobs including working for Gene
Siegfried at the sand and gravel pit.
Hebecomeagoodwelder anddrove
an 18-wheeler hauling frozenfoods
acrosscountry for ayear or so.

Bill then came home and drove
for Shay Trucking and for the St.
FrancisandBird City Co-ops, haul -
ing gas and propane. Bill also
farmedandoneof hishelpersinear-
lier yearswas John Stermer.

In 1886, Levi and Sarah Cole
homesteaded the farm which Bill
was farming. He always loved to
farm and in recent years, his good
friend Bob Burr assisted him.

Another of Bill’sloveswas ‘old
time’ western music and he played
with variousbands.

Bill was amember of the Meth-
odist Church, Odd Fellows Lodge
andtheM ooseL odgeof Goodland.

Hewas preceded in death by his
parentsand by hissister Margaret.

Surviving him are his son Allen
and wife, Stephanie, along with
granddaughters Devon, Kelly and
her hushand, Don Thais, and great-
grandchildren Braxton and Brock;
daughter Sharon and her husband,
Curtis Siebenthanl of Morrison,
Colo., and granddaughters Debbie
of London, England, and Jay Allyn
of Arvada, Colo., along with great-
granddaughter Dusty; hisgrandson
Michael Siebenthal of Denver; a
special friend Barbara McComas;
brother-in-law Delmer Raile of
Denver; sister Carol Connett anhus-
band LeRoy, nieces and nephews,
cousins and a host of friends and
neighbors.

Honorary pallbearers were Bob
Burr, Bud Houtman, Gene
Siegfried, Doug Austin, Charley
Holliday, Brad Waters and Brice
Buffington.

Pallbearers were Gary Leach,
MarvinConfer, MarlinZimbelman,
Larry Carmichael, Dan Siegfried
and Jon Waters.

The funeral service was held on
Feb. 11 at Knodel Funeral Home, St.
Francis, with Norman Morrow of -
ficiating. Burial wasintheBird City
Cemetery.

Emil Peter
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Dec. 10, 1907 - Feb. 12, 2003

Longtime Kansas resident Emil
Peter died Feb. 12, 2003, at Holly
Heights Care Center in Denver,
Colo. Hewas 95 yearsold.

Emil was born in Cheyenne
County, Kan.,onDec. 10,1907, the
eldest child of Jacob W. Peter, Jr.,
and KatharinaHoerth. Hewasbap-
tized on March 8, 1908, and was
confirmedat anearly ageintheZion
Evangelical Church, which later
mergedwiththeM ethodist Church.
Heremained amember of thisfaith
at thetimeof hisdeath. He attained
an eighth-grade education.

Emil lost hismother at thetender
age of nine. Joining his father and
two younger brothers as wife and
stepmother wasAnnaWagner, who
broughtintothefoldasmall stepsis-
ter, Lila. To the latter union, two
daughters were born, Irene and
Mildred.

On May 17, 1931, Emil was
united in marriage to Emma (Em)
Eikenberg. Thisunion of 70 years
was blessed with six children:
Willard, Royce, Lavonne, Janice,
Dallasand Sherry.

Surviving Emil are children
Willard Peter, daughter-in-law
Arlene Peter, Lavonne Zweygardt
(Delmer), Dallas Peter (Norma
Jean) and Sherry Schultz (Eddy).
Also, asister Mildred Burr and sis-
ter-in-law Helen Peter, 12 grand-
childrenandtheir spouses, 17 great-
grandchildren, one great-great-
grandson and four step great-great-
grandchildren, aswell asnumerous
niecesand nephews.

Emil wasprecededindeathby his
lovingwifeEm; son Royce; daugh-
ter Janiceininfancy; daughters-in-
law Barbara Peter and Ruth Peter;
parents; brothers Reuben and
Herbert; sisters Irene in early
childrhood and Lila; brothers-in-
law Marion Drummond and An-
drew Burr; sister-in-law Hazel Pe-
ter and great-grandson, Bobby
Krien. He was also preceded in
death by Em’s parentsand al nine
of her siblingsand their spouses.

Emil and Embegantheir married
lifein Sherman County, whereEmil
quickly established himself as an
excellent farmer and cattleman and
earned the reputation as an honest,
hard-working man and good pro-
vider for his family. He won the
Sherman County Corn Husking
Contest in 1931 and placed second
inthestatecontest. In 1953, hewas
apioneerintheart of irrigation, hav-
ing the first deep well for this pur-
posein Sherman County. Heserved
for 13yearsasamember and chair-
man of the St. FrancisEquity Board
of Directors. Hewas aloving hus-
band, father and grandfather, dearly
loving to have his family around
him.

Emil enjoyed hunting big game,
andin 1963, when heand Em semi-
retired and movedto St. Francis, he
became quite an avid fisherman,
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which he enjoyed immensely. He
also enjoyed many spectator sports.
Hewill besadly missed by hisfam-
ily, friends and all who knew and
loved him.

A funeral servicewasheld at the
St. Francis United Methodist
ChurchonFeb. 17 with Pastor Doug
Mason officiating.

Honorary pallbearerswere Rob-
ert Zimbelman, Junior Smull, Pete
Kinen, Bill Fuller, Clarence
Roberson, Steve Danielski and
AndreMoseley.

Casket bears were grandsons
Dana Zweygardt, Darol Peter,
Geoffrey Peter, Tom DeHerrera,
Gaylord Krien, David Krien, Greg
Peter, Jack Hausback, Curt Peter
and Bob Gross.

Memoria smay begiventotheSt.
Francis United Methodist Church,
Hospiceor Shiner’ sHospitals.

“Just afarmer,” you said
And | laughed ‘ causel knew
All thethingsthat farmers
Must beableto do.
They must study theland,
Thenwatch thesky
Andfigurejust when
Istheright timeand why
Tosow andto plant
Tobuy andto sell
Togotothemarket
With Cattleand well
Y ou know the books
That farmers must keep
Topay al thosetaxes
Andbeabletosleep
And you know thefixin’
That farmersmust do
When machineslike mad monsters
Blow agasket or two.
| guesswhen God needed
Folksto carefor Hisearth
Hechose"just farmers’
‘ CauseHeknew their trueworth.

Helen G. Coon
Edwin Neil Nelson
Oct. 9, 1924 - Jan. 16, 2003

Edwin Neil Nelson, son of
Marion Nelson and Lillian Nelson
Gorthy,wasbornOct.9,1924,inSt.
Francis, Kan. Hediedin Demarest,
N.J. at theageof 78.

Ed ashewasknown in New Jer-
sey, spent time in and around St.
Francis until he entered the Mer-
chant MarinesinWorldWar 11. On
completion of his service, he met
and married Frances Maggio. This
unionwasblessedwiththreedaugh-
ters and three sons. He worked at
several jobs and finally went into
businessfor himself. Hewaspresi-
dent of Ed Nelson Constructionun-
til hisretirement.

Ed was avery congenia fellow,
never complained and seemed to
thrive on hard work. He always
found pleasure in good simple
things like a good laugh, afamily
gathering or just visiting with
friends.

Survivors including his beloved
wife Francis of 56 years include
children Lillian and husband Ray

200 minutes - Nation Wide ,
¢ NO Roam Charges, k
oeNO Long Distance Charges |

Free 250 minutes
Mobile to Mobile Calling

FREE 3500 Nights and

Weekends Calling

Plus Features you can

actually use:

o Text Messaging

e Mr. Rescue .

e Caller ID, Call Waiting

e Voice Mail

Mon.-Sat. « 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Need a Second Phone?
Add a family line for $9.95

@@@ lﬁl‘lgdmmJ-:I".l..tEt

SHARE THE EXCITEMENT!

a uT

Casello, John and wife Jan Nelson,
Patriciaand husband Frank Cirillo,
Joseph Nelson, Rosemary and hus-
bandMichial Ahrendt, and Stephen
Nelson; sevenlovinggrandchildren
Elizabeth Casello, Sarah Nelson,
Michelle, Amanda, and Christing
Cirillo, Michial and Danielle
Ahrendt; sister and brothersWande
Reynolds, DonNelson, imNelson;
host of nieces and nephews and
friends.

Preceding his death were his
mother and father, Marion and
Lillian Nelson; brothers, Leonard
(Budd) Nelson and Marvin (Mick)
Nelson; nephew, Lonny Walkey,
son of Wanda Reynolds, nephew
and niece, Donald Jr. and Judy
Nelson, childrenof DonNelsonand
nephew Ricky Nelson, sontheof the
lateMarvinNelson; threesisters-in-
law, Edna, Jean and MarlaNelson;
and two brothers-in-law Willis
Walkey and Bill Reynolds; and hi<
step-father, Walt Gorthy;

He was amember of the Ameri-
canLegion Post 21 andwashonoreo
by them with a memorial service.
Funeral servicewasheld at Barrett
Funeral Home, Jan. 20. Interment
was in the Mt. Carmel Cemetery.
Contributions may be made to the
American Legion Post 21, Legion
Drive, Cresskill, N.J. 07626.

Quinter
defeats
Sainty

By Betty Jean Winston

Quinter defeated St. Francisin
eighthgradebasketball on Thursday
evening. The final score was
Quinter 42, St. Francis19.

Lauren Ross scored eight points
for St. Francistolead theteam.

“Wehad agood start to the game
leading 8-4 at one point,” Coach
Rob Schiltz said. “Wegot into foul
trouble real quick and had to play
somesmaller girlswhichwasadis-
advantage for us given Quinter’ s
size.

“Latein thefirst quarer, we had
several turnover against their press
-that’ swhenthey pulledahead of us.

“They hurt usbad ontheoffensive
boards and were able to score sev-
eral easy baskets from second anc
third shots.

“Once again, our girls shot
poorly. Wewill havetoscoreat | east
30 pointstowinthisyear.”

St. Franciswassuccessful ononly
onefreethrow out of eight attempts
for 13 percent while Quinter was6-
of-11for 55 percent.

SF 08 02 03 06 19
Q 12 10 12 08 42
Scoring: Ross 8, Megan Rice 4,
Alecia Zimbelman 4, Mindy Coo-
per 3.
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