Opinion

Do we really want 300
offenders out of prison?

For years, lawyers, judges and citizens have
worked hardto put thosesellingand making drugs
behindbars. Firstof al, wedon’t want thesecrimi-
nals out on the streets, possibly making more
drugs and selling them to our young people; and
secondly, many of these people are considered
“hardened” criminal who will be out among in-
nocent people.

But, now thereisaspecial committee on judi-
ciary who recently endorsed and passed Senate
Bill 123 out of committee that would allow the
release of nearly 300 prisoners from the Kansas
prison systems.

The Kansas Sentencing Commission and the
supportersof SenateBill 123 claimthese offend-
ershave no history of trafficking or manufactur-
ing. Besides, the prisons need more bedsand we
astaxpayersdon’t want to build more prisons.

However, it safact that many of these offend-
ers are dangerous to our communities because
they aretheoneswho havebeendealingdrugsand
operating themethamphetaminel absthat expose
our resi dentstodangerousandtoxic chemical sas-
sociated with meth labs. Probably if they arere-
leased from prison, thelaw officialswill haveto
againstartinvestigating and arresting them. Law

officials are already underpaid and thereislittle
money in their budgetsfor more enforcement.

M ost of theoffendershaveal ready beenthrough
atreatment program and thetaxpayershave paid
forit. Thetreatmentsarenot cheap and often, they
don’t work for any length of time.

According to the proposed hill, the offenders
will be required to pay for treatment but if they
can't pay for it — guess who will be picking up
the bill — the taxpayers of course. And, if they
don’t take the treatment, they haveto go back to
jail for up to 60 daysfor ashock effect. Okay —
moretaxpayer’ smoney becauseitisanunfounded
mandate to countiesand county jails.

Now, itisthestate’ sresponsibility to maintain
and operate prisonsfor peoplewho endanger our
communities. Rel easing these peopleback to our
communitiesisindirect conflict withthisrespon-
sibility.

Y es, the state is broke! And, yes, keeping up
with prisonsisgoingto cost money! But, dowe
really want these people out on the streets?

Contact your senators and representatives to-
day.... tell themwhat you think and how youfeel.
Thismay be one of the most important callsyou
will ever make. —Karen Krien

— Hangin’ With Marge

I nnocent Questionsof aChild

By Margaret Bucholtz

Many times as adults we get to
enjoy questionsthat our childrenor
grandchildrenask. | havehad many
occasions to enjoy conversations
withmy family. Onel wantto share
|eft agreat impact on me.

As | was riding home with my
granddaughter, who was about
sevenat thetime, shecasually asked
me, “ Grandmado airplaneshum?”’

| told her | didn’t know as| have
only riddeninonetwicebutwhy did
shewant toknow. Shesaid, “When

It was cold this weekend so the
best place | could think to be was
snuggled up in a chair watching
television. Sincel havediscovered
the Home and Garden channel, |
have wanted to watch nothing else
but, eventhough| work, | haveseen
most of the shows by now so |
switched to the Learning Channel
wherethey were" Trading Spaces.”
This show has friends and neigh-
bors trading houses where they
decorateaspecificareaintwodays.

Atfirgt, | wasfascinated. They had
this big guy wearing shorts and red
tennisshoes, another Oriental fellow
andthispregnantlady withblack hair
andburgundy lipstick—thesepeople
were the decorators heading up the
projects. They had some good ideas
but they alsohad some* off-the-wall”
ideas. Onewanted to paint thecouch
hot pink and another painted aM exi-
can blanket on the kitchen ceiling.
They paintthefireplaces thewallsare
more often ared or bright green —
there was even one that was brown,
they take up carpets and take down
drapes.

Asthefascination turned to hor-
ror in some of the episodes, |
thought “who would be crazy
enoughtolet someonecomeinand
dowhatever they wantedincluding
getting rid of family keepsakes,
painting Grandma’ s desk, taking
away a prized possession and re-
placing it with something they
found in the garage or in the
yard???’

| wasin the airplane | heard this
humming noise.” Not remember-
ing that she was ever in one, |
quickly asked her “What airplane
didyouridein?’

She quietly said, “Remember
Grandmawhen | got my two fin-
gerscut off | flewtoWichitainthat
airplane?’ Then | remember and
asked her if she thought it
hummed. Shetoldme, “Y es, there
wasahum, but | didn’t know if it
wastheairplaneor God humming
to me.” Asmy eyes filled with

Karen’s Korner

After theroom was completed, |
thought it wasinteresting that these
people would stand in amazement
and say, “Oh my gosh,” “Oh my
gosh” because there were no other
words. There were no tears but |
haveheardthatinsomeshowsthere
have been.

I’mnot sayingthat alot of things
couldn’t bechanged and improved
wherel livebut | guessl kindof like
all my stuff and whereit's setting
and Billy hasn't tripped over any-
thinginyears.

Now, | look around at who |
wouldliketo*“tradespaces’ with....
notsurel likethatidea...| mightlet
my friend Pat comein— she' sgreat
— but then she aso knows what |
like and knows that | would cry if

By
Margaret
Bucholtz

tears| could only answer, “Honey,
| am sureit was God, He waswith
you.”

How many timesintheroleasa
parent or grandparent have we
wanted to takethelittleonesin our
arms and make the hurt go away,
only to realize that alone we can’t
do that, but we are so glad to know
that thereisoneinhigher power that
istherewith them.

certain things changed drastically.

Not everything on “Trading
Spaces” wasterrible. Infact, there
are alot of good ideas and they
makeeverythinglook simple—so
simplethat it is done in two days.
However, | surewould liketo take
acloser look at what the finished
product really lookslike.

Ohwell, | found thetime| spent
in front of the television to be ex-
tremely interesting, warm and a
good way to spend a few hours.
However, if the doorbell rang and
that guy in shorts and red tennis
shoes was standing there, | would
slamthedoor inahurry!

Reader wants snow
removed for doctor

Totheeditor:

| think whoever hastheauthority
toremovethesnow on East Whittier
Street and College Street enrouteto
our only doctor in town should do
so, for her life's sake and possibly
someoneelse’ slife. Thisshould be

— Letter to the Editor—

the number one priority when it
comesto snow removal, alongwith
any other street that she prefersin
getting to the hospital or clinic.
Eddie Lauer
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90yearsago - 1912

G.J.C. Felzien has moved to
hisfinefarmthisweek, wherehe
expectsto make hishomein the
future. County Attorney E.E.
Kite has purchased the Felzien
property in the south part of the
city and will movethereat once.

Charles Raberts arrived from
Deer Park, Wash., Friday and has
joined his brother Roll in the bar-
ber shop. Thetownwelcomeshim.

Lou Waterswill soon start the
erection of afull set of improve-
mentson hisfarm.

The final work of finishing the
casingsof the Citizens State Bank
new buildingisgoingonthisweek.
50yearsago - 1952

Effective next year the North-
west Kansas L eague high school
football seasonwill beshortened
by two weeks so therewill prob-
ably beno moregamesplayed as
late as Thanksgiving Day.

The Cheyenne County State
Bank by astock dividend onDec.
6increased capital from $25,000
t0 $50,000. Thismarksagrowth
of 500 percent in the 46 year old
bankinginstitution’ shistory.

DaeKelley, manager of theSt.
Francis Equity, discussed the
proposed plansfor enlarging the
capacity of the elevator, at the
semi-annual meeting.

There were many hundreds of
peoplein St. Francison Saturday
for theannual Christmasjackpot
drawing. The Chamber of Com-
mercegaveaway $200incashon
Saturday andthendivided an ex-
tra $180 Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, drawing from the
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THAT | HAVE BUT
one WIFE 1O
GIVE FOR MY
COUNTRY...
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same coupons.

Edgar Bergen and Charlie
McCarthy, Fibber McGee and
Molly andLucilleBall areplay-
ingin*“Look Whose Laughing”
at the Cheyenne Theater.

Smoked hams are on sale for
the holiday meal at Safeway.
They sell for 59 centsper pound.
30years ago- 1973 Feb

A RonEvansDay banquetisbe-
ing held Thursday, Feb. 1. The
Apollo 17 Astronaut and hisfam-
ily will arrivein Goodland onthe
Governor’s plane and they will
comedirectly toSt. Franciswhere
Captain Evanswill present apro-
gram for all studentsin the St.
Francisand Bird City school sys-
tems. Captain Evans only other
appearancewill beat thebanquet
asNASA haslimited the number
of appearances dueto his sched-
ule.

The1973 St. FrancisCommu-
nity High School Betty Crocker
Homemaker of Tomorrow is
JamieRaile.

New Junior Leader officers
include Peggy L ove, president;
Ricky Morris, vice president;
Carol Curry, secretary/treasurer
and VirginiaBolyard, reporter.

Laurie Millsand Ricky Mor-
ris were among the 14 Kansas
delegates selected to attend the
National Western4-H Roundup
inDenver.

Dr. Bill Pannbacker took over
the Republican Valley Veteri-
nary Clinicon Feb. 1. Heleased
the clinic from Dr. E.J. Keller
and Dr. LeeMillswho areretir-
ing from the practice.

— Honor Roll —

New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Jim  Worley,
Jamestown, N.D.; Don Worley,
Fort Collins, Colo.; Deloy Rogers,
St. Francis; Earl and Alice Jensen,
Hugo, Colo.; Doralene Kidwell,
Fullerton, Calif.; Guy Billington,
Atwood; Leo Walz, Miami, Fla,;
A.L. Inness, Denver, Colo.; G.L.
Pershall, Yukon, Okla.; Ervin
Rogers, St. Francis.

Wesleyan Church
Hwy 36 * 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 9a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
O
Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208 E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.
0
Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002
Pastor Chris Farmer
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
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202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbach
Sunday School 9:30a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
d

First Christian Church
332-2956 ¢ 118 E. Webster
Pastor Richard Garcia
Sunday School 9:15a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.
Wed. night Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Seventh-Day Adventist Church

332-2888 ¢ 3rd & Adams
Pastor Arlin Cochran
Sabbath School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:45

O

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River ¢ 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

St. Francis
Equity
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ACROSS THE U.S., FESEEVISTS AEE MOBILIZING ..
News From the Past —

—Service news—

Troopsand reservetroopscalled
to action in preparation of war anc
defending our homeland. TheHer-
aldand Timeswouldliketoprintthe
addresses of servicemen anc
women so peoplecan send | ettersof
encouragement to them.

Thestaffsareaskingthat anyone
knowing of alocal serviceman or
servicemen that may have connec-
tionsin the communitiesto please
call, write or e-mail the names anc
addresses.

Call 785-332-3162, or write to
Box 1050, St. Francis, KS67756 or
Box 220, Bird City, KS67731; or
e-mail the names and addresses tc
sfherald@nwkansas.com  or
bctimes@nwkansas.com.

Staff Sergeant William Raile

410 AEW EOD

APO AE 09371

Operation Enduring Freedom

TobiasJ. Walters
P.O.Box 14410
Annapolis, MD 21412-4410

LCPL Smith, J.D.

2nd MEB A Co. 2nd A.A.BN
HQ Pit. Det.C

Unit #76078

FPO AE09511-6078

LCPL Powers, T.J.
HML/A 167 MAG 26!/F
PSC Box 21014
Jacksonville, N.C. 28545

:

Seek the Lord, and his strength: see his B3
face evermore. Remember his marvel- E
lous works that he hath done; his won-
ders, and the judgments of his mouth.

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,
Church 332-2254,
Pars. 332-3170
512 S. Scott
Pastor Nel Holmes
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O
First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club
6:30-8:00p.m.

O
Clough Valley Baptist Church
Pastor Al Davis D. Min.
12 m.west, 6 m. north of SF
332-2506
Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT
Worship 10:00a.m.CT

f First
National Bank

7nwkansas.com

P.O. Box 1050 ¢ St. Francis
785-332-3162

Member FDIC /

sfh erald@nwkansas.comj
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——Beecher Island News ﬂ

Haigler News

By
Opal
Collicott
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