FEEDING HORSESand other livestock hasbeen pretty cold for thefarmer sand ranchers. Thetemper atur eshave been
inthesingledigitsand thewind chillsbeen below zero.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Former Cheyenne County resident
remembers space shuttle Columbia

Editor’snote: The following ar-
ticle, writtenbyKayHively, wastaken
inpart fromthe Neosho (Mo.) Daily
Newsand isabout former Cheyenne
County resident Perry Whipplewho
hel ped with the buil ding of the space
shuttle Columbia.

“1 just knew it was breaking up.”
That was the thought that went
through Perry Whipple's mind on
Feb. 1ashewatchedtelevisontosee
the landing of the space shuittle, Co-
lumbia.

Mr. Whipple, who lives west of
Neosho, Mo., hasamore than pass-
ing interest in the Columbia. He
helped build the big cargo doors on
Columbia, whichwasthefirst space
shuttlebuilt. And ever since Colum-
biatook itsmaidenflightin1981, Mr.
Whipplehasfolloweditsprogress.

Whipplestartedworking onspace
projects in 1957 at the Neosho
Rocketdyneplant but wastransferred
to Tulsain 1968. With no special
training, Mr. Whipplemade hisway
tothetop of thedepartment that built
thehugedoors. Only thecargodoors
were made in Tulsa. Therest of the
shuttlewasmadeinPamdal e, Cdlif .,
anditwastestedat EdwardsAir Force
BaseinCdlifornia

The department where Mr.
Whipple worked was left without
| eadershipat onepointwhenthechief
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of the department left the company.
Mr. Whipple, who had developed a
deep interest in layup composition
andhadtakenevery courseavailable,
was chosen to take over the depart-
ment.

Hisfirstjobwastolearneverything
he could about composition.

“Atfirgt, al thework wasdonewith
figerglass, but we switched over to
graphiteepoxy. That’ swhat thedoors
weremadeof,” heexplained.

Ashelearned, Mr. Whipplebegan
towritehisfindingsandeventualy he
wrotethemanual onhowtobuildthe
doors. That manua wastheblueprint
usedonall theshuttles.

Mr. Whipplenotedthat Columbia
wastheheaviest of al theshuttles.

Because it was first we overdid
everythinginthenameof safety. That
made everything heavy. Once Co-
lumbiawent up, we learned that we
could usesomelighter materialsand
lessmaterialsin someplaces.”

Withthedestructionof Columbia,
Mr. Whippleislooking back at his
placeintheAmericanspaceprogram.
Heisvery proud of hiswork on the
shuttle, but heisequally proud of the
work donein Neosho.

“I don'tthink weever redizedwhat
importantwork weweredoinghere,”
hesaid.“I think wetook our work for
granted. Remember, most of the

vocate, with its circulation now

16,000 strong, is delivered to homes
from Oberlin to Cheyenne Wells and Bur-
lington out in Colorado, and from St. Fran-
cis down to rural Hoxie and Oakley. The Ad-
vocate goes nearly everywhere in this area,
sells just about everything. Face it, nobody
argues with an 800-pound Gorilla.

people who worked at Rocketdyne
werejust country people, butthey did
magnificent work. They did things
that hadnever beendonebefore. They
just did them not knowing that most
peoplewho shouldknow didn’ tthink
itcould bedone.”

AsMr. Whipplesat infront of his
televisionset that morning, hewasin
shock at theeventsunfoldinginfront
of him.

“I knewwhenthey said contactwas
lostthatitwasall over. Youjustcan't
losecontact. There snotenoughtime
tolose contact,” hesaid. “It wasthe
biggest letdown for methat you can
imagine. | wassosureitwasgoingto
land and all those people would be
theretogreetthem. Butitdidn’t hap-

Now Mr. Whippleisturning his
attentiontothethree Americanswho
are on board the space station. “We
have to get the other three shuttles
ready to fly. We must get those
Americanshome. TheRussiansdon’t
havethe money or the meansto take
careof our peopl eat thespacestation.
Wemust fly again.”

Mr. Whipplelikestotell thestory
of how, when he was only six days
old, hismother harnessed ahorseto
thewagonanddroveherself andhim
totowntoregister hishirth. So, hislife
has spanned from horse and buggy

But this Gorilla is a nice guy. He’s on your team.
You’ll find him right here in your newspaper

every week, bringing you want ads, sale ads,
merchandise ads of all kinds. The Gorilla can help
you. He’ll move your old refrigerator, get rid of the
wreck out back, or find a new home for your Kit-
tens. He’s that kind of guy.
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daysintothespaceage.

Mr. Whipple and hiswife Irene
wereraisedintheSt. Francisareawith
Mr.Whipplegoingtoschool withthe
class of 1941 and Mrs. Whipple
graduating with the class of 1942.
They weremarried in 1942 and Mr.
Whipple worked with Mrs.
Whipple sfather Fred Schiepp who
wasin the construction business but
his main trade was being a farmer.
When they left in 1950, they had a
large farm sale with the auctioneers
being Ernie Sherlock and son Fred.

They fondly remember St. Francis
and the good times they had. They
toldabout playing cardsinthewinter
with the Keith Loyds, Kenny
Robersons, Eddie Lauers, Paul
DeGoods, John Schultzs, George
Schields, Albert Burrs, Bud Stuarts,
Dr. Crams and Warren Northrups,
justtonamesome.

“We had some good times,” Mr.
Whipplesaid.

The Whippleshave been back for
classreunions and have stayed with
Paul and Mardell DeGood.

The Whipples moved from Okla
homato Neosho several years ago
where they are retired. In fact, Mr.
Whipple celebrated his 80th birth-
day on Sunday surrounded by
friendsand family.

The

300-pound
Gorilla
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The Advocate has the largest circulation of any shopper-
type section around, and it’s nearly all delivered to homes,
by newspaper carrier or U.S. Mail.

Take a look. That’s him, peaking out from between the

pages your newspaper. The 800-pound Gorilla, ready to go
to work for you. Call today for an introduction.
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Indians defeated

Oberlindefested St. Francis34-19
in eighth grade basketball competi-
tion on Thursday, Feb. 20. Thiswas
thefinal regular-seasongamefor the
team asthey moved into tournament
actiononMonday. Thefinal tourna-
ment games will be played today
(Thursday).

Against Oberlin, six different la
dies scored with three players
DanidlleFlemming, LaurenRossand
AleciaZimbelmanleadingwithfour
pointseach.

“Itwasapretty closegamefor the

first three quarters,” Coach Rob 2

Schiltz said. “Wejust couldn’t hit
enough shotsto get caught up.
“Oberlindidagoodjobagainstour
man-to-man defense of driving the
ball to the basket and scoring. When
weswitchedtoazone, they hadagirl
that got hot fromtheoutside. It wase
tough gamefor us, onewe probably
should havewon.
SF 05 04 06 04 19
A 09 07 06 12 34
Scoring: Flemming 4, Ross 4,
Zimbelman 4, Mindy Cooper 3,
JanelleZweygardt 2, Addie Swihart

—— Bowling News——

Wednesday Coffee
2/12

Teamstandings: The3 G’ s14-6;
Flower Magic 12.5-7.5; Snyder’s
Hay Gals 12-8; Sam’ sElectric 11-
9; CheyenneBowl 9-11; Windmill
Restaurant 8-12; Dairy King 8-12;
Krien Steel Buildings5.5-14.5

Highgame(scratch): Mary Walz
182, Kathy Snyder 179, Charlene
Counce 177

High series(scratch): Walz 480,
Pat confer 478, Shirley Adkinson
462.

LadiesNiteOut
2/20

Team standings: First National
Bank 20-7, Jake's 18-9, Great
PlainsCo-Op 17-10, Wright Carpet
17-11, Troy’s Alley Cat 13-15,
CheyenneBowl 9-18, Jersey Maids
8-20, Dundy Ag 8-20

High game (scratch): Pat Confer
195, Marsha Kechter 193, Vickey
Harford 184

High series (scratch): Kechter
504, Confer 503, Harford 495.

Monday Mixed L eague
10/15

Teamstandings: Z-Tubing 23.5-
16.5; Captain Hooks Fine Dining
22-18; Bandel Home Center 20-20;
Krien Pharmacy 19-21; Hooks
Auction & Realty 18.5-21.5;
Cueballs17-23.

Highgame(handicap): Rick Bur-
ton 230, Wade Krien 219, Kale
Zimbelman 215; Christine
Zweygardt 230, EricaHarlan 228,
JaniceKrien 216.

High series (handicap): Mary
Merklin624, Zweygardt 614, Tami
Merchant 602; K. Zimbelman 612,
Rell Zimbelman 606, Krien 601.

IO THEFUTURE”

Boy Scout
page will be
featured next week!

“PRIDE IN THE PAST...FOOTSTEPS
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