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Bill onroads Is being introduced

By Karen Krien
At the Friday Cheyenne County Com-
missioners’ meeting, Dave Flemming,
road and bridge supervisor, reported on
House Bill 2135 which has been intro-

duced to the Kansas House.
Thebill dealswithroadsand highways
and concernsmostly county roads. There
have been some amendments to the bill

including the change which, if passed,
will no longer allow county road crews
to clear the personal drivesof rural resi-
dents.

Thebill states that the commissioners
or township boards shall not rent or hire
county or township machinery for any
private purpose.

There are many residents in the west-

Commissioners
talk about
prairie dogs

By Karen Krien

The county’s noxious weed su-
pervisor discussed prairie dogs
when the Cheyenne County Com-
missionersmet on Friday.

Supervisor Dan Schlittenhardt
and others had heard rumors that
peoplearebringing prairiedogsinto
Kansas and dropping them off.
However, other than some prairie
dogsmovingintoplaceswherethey
have never been before, thereisno
evidence, noonecomingforth, say-
ing they saw the act or even having
avehiclelicense number.

Supervisor Schlittenhardt said
that it was against the law to trans-
port prairie dogswithout alicense.

The supervisor said that House
Bill 2027 dealing with eradication
of prairiedogsand giving more au-
thority tolocal commissioners, had
passed through the Kansas House
andmovedontothe Senate. Hesaid
that the amended hill gives more
authority tothelocal boardsand had
taken out the Wildlife and Parks
Department.

At aprior meeting, the commis-

sioners had asked the supervisor

what was the best way to control

jointgrassandhereportedthatitwas

Roundup which should be applied

beforethe grassstartsgreening up.
Signing

Gary Rogers, emergency man-
ager, Dave Flemming, road and
bridge supervisor, and J.R.
Landenberger, St. Franciscity man-
ager, further discussed the equip-
ment and material sfor makingroad
and street signs.

Thelaw statesthat signsinanarea
wherethespeedlimitis20milesper
hour or less need to be no smaller
than 4 inches high but, where the
speed limit is higher and there are
morethan 400 peopletravelingthat
road, the street sign will need to be
6-incheshigh.

When the county roads were
signed, thelimit wasfor the 4-inch
high signs and they do not have
equipment for the 6-inches signs.
Several optionswerediscussed but
prices were not definite. Manager
Rogers will ook into prices and

SeePRAIRIE DOGSon Page 8

ern half of Kansaswho livein the coun-
try but do not havetractorsor other equip-
ment to clear the drive to a county road
and there are not people and equipment
for hirewho can clear thedrives.
Intheeastern half of the state, thetem-
peratures are warmer and there are con-
tractors and others who have the equip-
ment for hirewho will remove snow.

Supervisor Flemming said that theway
thebill will read, if passed, it will forbid
county crews to remove snow from any
drive, eveninthereisamedical aert.

“It (the bill) is kind of going back-
wards,” the supervisor said.

Supervisor Flemming has been con-
tacted to possibly testify against the
changes of the bill and maybe get a peti-

tion going but, as of Monday, he was
waiting for Senator Stan Clark todomore
research on the bill.

Thebill isnot supposed to come up in
the House beforethe middle of March so
there is still time but Supervisor
Flemming and othersinthisareathink it
isimportant that the changesin this bill
do not take place as proposed.

Books
close
thel7th

Terry Miller, election officer, an-
nounced that people can register to
voteduring regular businesshoursat
the offices of the county clerk at the
courthouse; the city clerk’ soffice at
113 W. Washington, both in St.
Francis, and, inBird City, at theFirst
National Bank on Bird Avenue.
However, theregistrationbookswill
closeat theend of the day on March
17andremainclosedthroughtheday
of thegeneral electionon April 2.

Whenavoter hasregistered, hisor
her registrationwill bevalid until the
voter changes their name by mar-
riage, divorceor legal proceedingsor
changedtheplacewherethey areliv-
ing.

Thosewhowill needtoregister are
citizens 18 yearsof ageand upwards
or will have attained the age of 18 at
the next election or those who have
changed their name or place of resi-
dence. The person can register by
applyingtothed ectionofficerinper-
son or by mail. Application forms
shall be provided by the election of -
ficer upon request.

ThosenotregisteringbeforeMarch

Legislators visit
Bird City Saturday

Senator Stan Clark and Repre-
sentative John Faber, along with
Senator KarinBrownleg, Olathe,

their impact on everyone.
On Saturday, the legislators
will travel toHerndonandwill be

at theDownhomeCafefrom8:45
to 9:45am. following their visit
at Bird City, then at Oberlin,
10:15 to 11:15 at the Gateway
befrom many of theissuesbeing Room; Almenafromnoonto1:30
consideredanddiscussionwill be p.m. at the Senior Citizens Cen-
held on anticipated issues and ter.

will bein Bird City on Saturday

from7to8am. attheSenior Citi-

zens Center on Bressler Street.
Theinformation presentedwill

ousgift.
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KANSASSTATE PHEASANT CHAMPIONSHIP were held over theweekend at Ring-

neck Country, located south of St. Francis. Thisunknown hunter looked happy ashe, his
teammateand dogfinished thehunt. Thehunt waslimited to 100teamswith 40teamshunt-

"
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ing Sunday in somemighty cold temper atures. Herald staff photosby Karen Krien

HE’SPAID FOR —EddieL auer, St. Francis, wroteout acheck for $1,200which finished
paying for Bronson, the county’sdrugdog. ‘I think heisworth the money,” Mr. Lauer
said. Thedog hasalready assisted in keepingdrugsfrom comingintothecountyinanar-
rest madeNew Y ear’sEve. Cliff Flock, under sheriff, reported moneyisstill need tomain-
tainthedogbut Mr. Lauer surehelped out thedepartment and thecounty with hisgener -

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

17 may register after the election as
the books will once again open on

April 2.
Weather

Date High Low Prec. Snow
Feb.22 54 20

Feb.23 31 12 .39 6"
Feb.24 18 -6 T

Feb.25 10 -4
Feb.26 20 4
Feb.27 32 5

Feb.28 36 17
Feb.28 36 17
Marchl 35 19
March2 43 18
March3 42 21
March4 56 13

Siren for tornado safet
drill will sound Tuesday

Itisstill coldin northwest Kansas
but springand summer arejustaround
thecorner andthepossibilitiesof tor-
nadoesand severewesatherincreases.
Thefirsttornadoin2002occurredon
April 11inReno County andthelast
tornado sighted inthe year was Dec.
18in Cherokee County.

In order to be more aware and
moreprepared for atornado and se-
vereweather, theNational Weather
Serviceand the Kansas Division of
Emergency Management havedes-
ignated next week, March 10
through 14, as Severe Weather
AwarenessWeek in Kansas.

A statewide tornado safety drill
will beconducted during theday on
Tuesday. A second evening drill is
planned in parts of the state on the
samedatebut theevening dateisnot
planned in Cheyenne County.

“Shouldtheweather bethreaten-
ing on Tuesday, the drill will be
postponed until Thursday,” said
Gary Rogers, the county’s emer-
gency manager.

All acrossKansas, each county’s
emergency management agency
will participateinthetornado safety
drill to prepare for the severe
weather season. School s, hospitals,
industries, publicfacilitiesandciti-
zens are encouraged to test their
readinessshouldatornadoor severe
weather event actually occur.

What tolook for

Local outdoor warning sirens,
NOAA Weather Radio alarms, and
theEmergency Alert Systemwill be
activatedtosigna thestart of thedrill.

Spotter training set
for April 15in Sainty

The schedule for spotter train-
ing has been set in the tri-state
area. A spotter training classis
heldeachyear and hel pstrainnew
spottersaswell as giving experi-
enced spottersarefresher course.

Emergency manager, Gary
Rogers, organizes the class and
saysthe classis open to the pub-
lic.

“Theclassisset for individua
educationonsevereweather,” the
manager said. “ If peoplecan’tde-
pend on the radio and television
for up-to-date weather forecasts,
they needto educatethemselves.”

Hesaidthat weather spottersare
alwaysneeded.

“The more spotters— the bet-

Actions should then be taken asif it
wereareal emergency. Thedrill will
test everyone' sreadinessfor alife-
threatening severe weather event,
such as a tornado. Other severe
weather threatsthat must asobepre-
pared for include: flash flooding,
large hail, lightning and damaging
winds.

Theyear 2002 saw another very
activetornado seasonwithatotal of
95 tornadoes in Kansas, 44 above
normal. The61twistersinthemonth

ter, especially rural spotters! If we
have trained spottersin desig-
nated areas, there will be less
spotterswe will need to send out
and sometimes, it can be danger-
ous.”
Anyoneinterestedinbecoming
asevereweather spotter or those
interestedinknowing moreabout
what signs of danger to look for
during storms should plan to at-
tend the spotter training classin
Cheyenne County at 7 p.m. on
April 15in the St. Francis Com-
munity High School cafeteria.
There are also other trainings
planned inthe area. For morein-
formation, contact Manager
Rogersat 785-332-2560.

of May set anew monthly record,
whiletwo | ate season tornadoes hit
inmid-December. Severe Wesather
AwarenessWeek comesjust before
thetraditional peak tornado months
of April, May and June.

“However, whentheatmospheric
conditions are right, tornadoes can
occur at any timeof theyear,” Man-
ager Rogerssaid.

Lastyear, 90 percent of thetorna-
does occurred during the peak
months.
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what isneeded andreport at another
meeting.

Overtime

The commissioners discussed
overtime charged by Cliff Flock,
undersheriff. There had been 15
hoursinJanuary and at thel ast meet-
ing, Tim Raile, commissioner, said
hehad doneaspot check ontheover-
timeclaimedandfoundall claimsto
be reasonable. However, commis-
sioner Ron Krien was not satisfied
withthat and felt that both the sher-
iff and undersheriff needtocometo
the next meeting.

Commissioner Railesaidthesher-
iff had pointed out that overtimewas
away of allowingtheundersheriff to
earn more money and would better
comparewiththesalariesreceivedby
the St. Francis Police Department.
Commissioner Railedidn’t approve
and said maybe the commissioners
shouldtakeal ook at thedepartment’ s
salaries but, right now, there just
wasn’'t enough money for a higher
salary inthesheriff’ sbudget.

The clerk will notify the sheriff
and undersheriff to be at the next
meeting.

Videoon disaster response

Manager Rogers had asked that
elected officials attend the Friday
meetingtowatchavideotohel pfirst
respondersand el ected official sbet-
ter understand and know their re-
sponsibilitiesif thereisadisaster.

L ocal Environmental Protec-
tion Group

Mike Balthazor, Chad
Zimmerman and Kenneth Knorr,
representing Local Environmental
Protection Group, informed the
commissioners that state funding
for their group was being cut and,
right now, thereisenoughmoney to
cover expenses. However, within
the next year, there will be ashort-
ageunlessgrantsarereceived. They
asked that thecommissionersfill out
aquestionnaire and also asked for
any suggestions. Commissioner
JaneBrubaker thought thereshould
be a fee based on population and
Commissioner Ron Krien sug-
gested that it might be possible for
themtodotestingfor landfill wells.

Road and bridge department

DaveFlemming, road and bridge
supervisor, talked about tractorsfor
summer mowing and how they
should be financed — no decision
was made. He also talked about
plannedwork for county roads; that
the threeillegal landfills had been
cleaned up; and about House Bill
2135 which may forbid the renting

of county equipment and cleaning
personal drives during emergency
situations.

Inother business

In other business:

* Treasurer DoloresJenik askedthe
commissionerswhat they wanted to
doabout uncollectiblepersonal prop-
erty taxes. She reported that now, if
taxes are not paid, the person want-
ingtopurchaseor renewalicensewill
not be allowed the license until the
taxesaretaken careof.

 Asthe commissionersreviewed
thelist of bills and vouchers, they
commented on the cost of prisoner
care, wonderingif therewasgoingto
besufficient funding; questionedthat
Colby Community Collegewashill-
ing thecounty for Cheyenne County
aswell as Rawlins County emer-
gency medical technician students
andwantedtomakesurethat Rawlins
County was not also being charged;
noted that batteriesfor radiosfor the
fire department should come out of
911 funds— not thefiredepartment
funds.

* Thecommissionersapprovedto
share costs with the city(s) for re-
sponder training for the firemenin
the county but sincethe St. Francis
Fire Chief had requested the share,
they wanted to make sure that Bird
City Firemen were also included.
They will makethefinal decisionat
theMarch 14 meeting.

* The commissioners agreed to
the ambulance write offs of
$7,691.08.

« Signedtheresolutionto encour-
age citiesto recycle, agreeing that
the county will pay up to $1,000to
citiesduringthe2003 calendar year.

e Susan Hobrock, Cheyenne
County Development Coordinator,
and Roger Jensen, St. Francis City
Councilman, went over the bi-laws
of the Northwest Kansas Regional
Recycling Organization. They
noted that they would liketo bethe
twolocal directorsin the organiza-
tionandal soasked that thecommis-
sionerswritealetter of approval for
the organization’s bi-laws which
they okayed.

e Attorney Berens was asked
about foreclosingon S& SProduc-
tionsconcerning back taxes. Hesaid
that there would be expenses but
Commissioner Brubaker pointed
out that someonehadtriedtobuy the
gas wells for $150,000 but the
owner wanted more. Attorney
Berenswill look intothematter and
report findingsat the next meeting.
Thewellshave been up for auction
andif thewellssell, thereisachance

INDIAN
WRESTLERS ~
Job Well Done!

Derek Ross - 160 Ibs.
[0 3rd place [

[ 2nd place [

Trevor Richard - 103 Ibs.
[ 5th place [

that the county could claim someof
theback taxes.

» Thecommissionersagreed two
tooneto sign aletter of support for
having aresidential county magis-
tratejudge.

Next meeting

The next commissioners' meet-
ing hasbeenmoved fromMarch 15
to March 14. They will begin at 8
am.inthecommissioners roomin
the courthouse. This and all com-
missioners meetingsareopentothe
public.

Legislative
hot line Iinfo

The Legislative Reference Sec-
tionof theKansas StateLibrary be-
gan operation of the Legislative
HotlineonJan. 13. Thehotlinepro-
videsall Kansanswith toll-free ac-
cessto Kansas L egidlative activity
anddocuments. Thehotlinenumber
i$1-800-432-3924. Thesamenum-
berisalsoavailablefor hearingim-
paired TTY calls. The Legislative
Reference Sectionwill alsoassistin
contactinglegislatorswhowill then
return constituent calls.

The Legislative Reference Sec-
tion will assist with questions con-
cerning general and specific infor-
mation on the Kansas L egislature
includingbill introduction, sponsor-
ship, amendments, status, history
andinformationrelatedto other leg-
islativeactionandissues. ThelLeg-
idativeReference Sectionwill also
provide copies of bills, calendars,
journals, committee agendas and
other legislative documents. Bills
and other legislativedocumentsare
also availablein Braillefor the vi-
sually impaired.

The Legislative Reference Sec-
tionmaintainsacompletecollection
of current and historical legidative
documentsincluding bills, interim
reports, journals, calendars, session
laws, statutes, aswell asother docu-
mentsthat can be useful inlegisla-
tiveresearch. Thesectionalsomain-
tains a permanent index to Kansas
legislation including all bills,
amendments and conference re-
ports.

The Legislative Reference Sec-
tiona somaintainsanextensivecur-
rentand historical collectionof Kan-
sas newspaper clippings on state
government, politics and public
policy issues.

Roll call voting records on indi-
vidual legidatorsarealsoavailable.

Good luck little seedlings,
11

you are on your own

Sayitisn’'tso. Many Kansanspur-
chased tree and shrub seedlings
through Kansas Forest Service's
Conservation Tree Planting pro-
gram this year. Let’s say that you
were one of those people and did
everything right when it came to
plantingtheseedlings: siteprepwas
completed, plants were properly
taken care of when you received
them, andthenthey wereplanted so
carefully that even your own chil-
drenfelt neglected next totheaffec-
tion that these seedlings were
shown.

Now What? After thismuch time
and affection, areyou goingtowave
tothem* good-byeandgoodluck” as
your driveout of thefield, hopingthat
they can hold there own against the
harshness of this cruel world? Cer-
tainly not! Y ou aregoing to dowhat
every good planter woulddo, andthat
is aftercare. Y ou may be thinking,
“My gosh, doesit ever stop? | gave
themevery bitof carel couldmuster.”
Wéll, it doesend eventually, but not
quiteyet.

Oncetheplanting iscomplete, the
seedlingsstill need alittlebit of help
tomakeittothepoint wherethey be-
comethedominant species.

Thefirst thing that comesto mind
isweedcontrol. If youinstalledweed
barrier fabric correctly at thetimeof
planting, then disregard the follow-
ing, but if weed barrier was not in-
stalled, weed control becomesamust.
Therootsof perennial grasses, andto
an extent, annual grasses, can make
shortwork of aconservationtreeand
shrub planting by robbing the seed-
lings of water, nutrients, and even
sunlight. Grass'sroots are very fi-
brous and can be very deep. They
quickly obtainmoisturefromthesail
and make it difficult for seedlings,
whichhavearather small root system
at first, to obtain the moisture they
needtosurvive. Nutrientsarerobbed
quickly aswell.

Not only dograssesand unwanted
species rob seedlings of what they
needbel ow ground, they canal sotake
what plantsneed aboveground. Once
aseedlingisovertopped by anunde-
sirable plant, the seedling then risks
being shaded out. At best, the seed-
lingwill besuppressedthroughoutthe
growing season. So what can be
done?

There are basicaly three controls
for unwanted vegetation. Thefirstis
manual removal. Thisisthetoughest
and least desirable way from the
viewpoint of who isdoing thework,
but on small plantings, it may bethe

only option. Physically remove the
weedsfromthesight by hand pull-
ing or chopping with a hoe,
shovel, or some other devise.
Although this will require
multiple attempts, it is the
cheapest. The precision will
be greatest whilekeeping the
marginof errortoaminimum.
Thesecond optionisto me-
chanically remove theweeds.
By smply mowingonaroutine
schedule, seedlingswill bere-
leasedfrom competing vegeta-
tion; however, the chancesfor
error are greatly enhanced. If
the operator can’t see where
they are, or worse yet, aren’t
supposedtomow, entirerowsof
seedlingswill beremoved. Of-
tentimesthissolution only sup-
pressestheweedsbetweenrows
of seedlings, but not in between the
rowsthemsel vesbecausespacingof-
tenonly alowstheareato bemowed
inonedirection.
Thethirdoptionistochemicalyre-
move the weeds. This option isthe
most expensive, has the largest
chance for error, and can effect not
onlyyour plantingsitebutyour neigh-
bors aswell. soextremecautionmust
betaken. Butif donecorrectly,itisthe
most effectivesinglecontrol interms
of timeand|abor. Contact your local
extension agent for adviseonwhich
chemicalsto use, or contact Kansas
forest Serviceat 1-888-740-8733.
The best option isto use dl three
optionstogether as needed. Using a
pre-emergent herbicide early inthe
spring, followed by routine mowing
and hand removal of weedsthrough-
outthegrowingseasonisidesdl. If you
can't keep up with hand removing
weeds, apost-emergent herbicidecan
becarefully applied, butextremecau-
tion must be used because trees are
susceptibleto thechemicalsaswell.

By using dl three options together,
youminimizetheuseof any oneof the
threeoptionsal one. Thismaximizes
your time and money, and makes
maintenancethat | esstroublesometo
dobecauseyoukeepontopof things.

Weed control istypically only
needed for about two years after
planting. Also, do not bother apply-
ing fertilizers to newly established
plantings. Unlessasoil sampleindi-
cates otherwise, most soils contain
enoughnutrientstosustainseedlings
Excessfertilizerswill burn seedling
roots and end up feeding the weeds
orethantheseedling. Thisjust makes
weed control more difficult than it
already is. Remember, theendisin
sight in terms of allowing the seed-
lingsto*“holdthereown”; butyou' re
not quitethereyet. Hanginthere, con-
tinuetowatchover your plantsfortwe
more growing seasons, and your
planting will have a much better
chance of being something to be
proud of.

-What America Represents -

The seventh graders of Marti
Schlittenhart were asked to write
about “What best symbolizeswhat
America stands for” and Mrs.
Schlittenhart felt that the Herald
readers would enjoy what these
young students had to say. Keepin
mindthat thestudentshad only five
minutes to write their ideas down.
The students’ work will be appear-
ing in different sections so be sure
and look for them.
What Best SymbolizesWhat
America StandsFor

Arlington Cemetery - | thinkitis
one of the many things that repre-
sents America. | think it isbecause
it showshow many peoplehavedied
at the expense of freedom.

Vietnam Wall - Another thing
that | think representsuswell is* The
Wall” inWashingtonD.C. Wewent
intowar becauseweweredefending
defensel esspeople, and at that same
timetrying to prevent the spread of
Communism. Although we pullec
out wedid not loseor win.

Chance Hobrock

Back row: Steve Jenkins - Assis. Coach, Kevin Brown, Travis Hilt, Gabe Walz, Dallas Walz, Derek Ross, Trey Hilt,
Kyle Buffington, GrantKeller, Troy Torrence, Tal Earl, Larry Gabel - Coach; middlerow: Daryl Loyd - Assist. Coach,
Devin Rohweder, Troy Zweygardt, Matt Brown, Trevor Richard, Josh Walters, Seth Swihart, Gabe Gienger, Dylan
Loyd, Gabe Smull; frontrow: Brooke Lucas, Ale Tygart, Katora Sherlock, Kali Rueb, Emily Walz and Hailey Frewen.
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Thanks for a great season

All Pro Auto Parts

Randy & Denise Andrist
Bandel Home Center
Bankwest-Of Kansas
Bartlett Grain Co. L.P.
Becky’s Bierocks

Bier's Hometown Store
Brice's Auto Repair

Bud & Eunice Burnham
Burr Retail Liquor

Craig & Nadja Button
Captain Hook’s Fine Dining
Scott “Hoagie” Carmichael
Cheyenne Bowl/Dairy King
Cheyenne Co. Clinic/Hospital
Cheyenne Co. Feedyard
Cheyenne Pharmacy Plus
Crabtree Well Service

Pat & Vicki Cress

Theron & Carolyn Culwell
Patrick & Brenda Delano
Dankenbring Auto Body
Diamond R Bar & Grill

Dr. Melvin & Barb Dunn
Farm Bureau Insurance

Bruce & Sharon Feikert
First National Bank
Frewen Insurance Agency
Fromholtz Body Shop
Larry & Beth Gabel
Goff Agency -
Gary Leach, Agent
Good Samaritan Village
Goodell Greenhouse
& Floral
Lezlie Hilt
Homesteader Motel
& Trailer Park
Jaqua Abstract Co.
Jenik Qil Co.
K-Store
NAPA Auto Parts
Perry & Paula Keller
One More Year Ranch -
Pete & Alice Kinen
Knodel Funeral Home
Don & Twila Kramer
Krien Masonry Service
Krien Pharmacy
Krien Steel Buildings

Lampe Hardware
L & W Andrist Ins. Agency LLC-

Linda & Walt Linthacum

Daryl & Keely Loyd

Neitzel Insurance Service
James M. Milliken, Chartered
Mill & Seed Co.

Owens True Value

Park Hill Restaurant

& Lounge

Pizza Hut

Tim & Robyn Raile

Ranch Food Direct
Republican Valley Vet Clinic
Bud & Marla Rice

Tim & Teri Richard

Ross Manufacturing

Terry & Dr. Mary Beth Miller
Marlin & Anabelle Rueb
Randy & Rikki Rueb

Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring
St. Francis Equity

St. Francis Herald

St. Francis Sand & Redi Mix
St. Francis Tire & Service

Sainty Super Foods
Schultz’'s

Shay Realty, Inc.

Silver Crest Farms
Sublette Truck Sales, Inc.
Stuart’'s Jewelry

Dr. Pat & Bonnie Stuart
Sunshine Travel

Town & Country Clothing
T.R. Services Inc. -

Tom & Kathy Roelfs
Tri-State Lumber & Tubing
Unger Chiropractic
Van Allen Inc.

Video Connection

Video Kingdom

Gale & Mary Walz

Wiese Angus Farm -
Kip & Deone Wiese

Carl Werner

Western Sprinklers

Wheeler Equity

Betty Jean Winston

Greg & Julie Wolters




