Opinion

Sainty makes the news
throughtelevisionshow

Well, thanks A & E!!!' Y ouand your film mak-
ers managed to drag St. Francis and it’s people
through the mud!

The show “American Justice” which told the
story (or shouldwesay, PART of thestory) of Dr.
Stan Naramore who was adoctor in the commu-
nity in1991 and 1992 beforehewascharged, tried
and convicted of murder and attempted murder.
Theshow madethe peopl e of thecommunity, the
jury and the judge look like a bunch of narrow
minded, conniving horriblemoronswhowent out
with only one purpose in mind and, that was to
drive this innocent, more-than-excellent doctor
out of businessand out of town.

Thetel evisiondocumentary took partsout of the
wholestory, usingonly what would sell theview-
ersonthefact that St. Franciswasterribleandfull
of terrible, stupid people. Granted, not everyone
in St. Francisisagenius and not everyoneisan
angel but— comeonnow! St. Francisisjust like
any other community with an equal share of its
good and bad. Those film makers could do the
same to any other community if they took only
what they wanted to makeafilmthat would make
peopl eshaketheir headsinwonder and, better yet,
people would watch. In today’s world, most
people don’t want to watch the “good doers.”
Thereareprobably many peopl ein other commu-
nities who thought, “glad they didn’t pick our
town.”

Well, St. Francisisonceagai n back onthemap!
Wemadeit again!

TheA & Ewebsitehasnumerousletters, some
from asfar away as Canadaand Floridasupport-
ingthedocandafew supporting St. Francis. Imag-
ine, therewereafew who evenwanted thedoctor

to come practiceintheir town.

A jury found Naramore guilty based mostly on
the fact that he had administered the paralyzing
drug on Chris Willt even when he knew that an-
other doctor was coming in just afew minutesto
giveasecondopinion. Y es, Willt and Ruth Leach
would have died sometime and maybethedoc-
tor was doing what he thought wasthe humane
thing — thiswriter is not trained to know but
the facts“ appeared” asthough he was playing
God, picking and choosing thetimethese people
weretodie.

Thereare several thingstothink about: Maybe %

if thepatient wereavery closeloved one, thefam-
ilywouldbehesitanttoletthemgo. Maybealittle
boost toward death happensal ot whenthefamily
isnotaround. Maybetheboostisthehumanething
todorather than watch that loved onelay suffer-
ing. These“maybes’ are something most people
will haveto deal with sometime or other.

Inthemeantime, St. Francisisfaced with pull-
ing its reputation out of the mud again and, yes,
St. Francisdoeshaveanother doctor — much bet-
ter, much nicer and much morecaring.

Maybeit istimetolook at ourselves— arewe
narrow minded vicious individuals? Are we be-
coming hardened tolooking the other way?Who
isplaying God?Whoreally cares? And, whostops
tofind out thefactsbut, instead, listensto gossip
and untruths?

Insomeof theA & E correspondencewhichap-
peared ontheweb sitefollowingtheprogram, one
person said something about in the next world,
peoplewill havetoanswer to God. Guesseachand
everyonewill need to answer someday.

—KarenKrien

L_earning from painful criticisms

A truefriendalwaysstabsyouin
thefront. Oscar Wilde
Faithful are the wounds of a

— | etter to the Editor——

friend, but deceitful are the kisses
of an enemy.
Proverbs27:17

| still have not seen the A&E
Justice feature on a former local
doctor and St. Francistel evised na-
tionwide last week. By now the
scuttlebutt hasmadeitsroundshere,
as have thetown-damning e-mails
sent to the A& E web site. Alleg-
edly, at least one camefrom an an-
gry local newcomer. Whether or not
oneacceptsthenastinessleveled at
our community, lessons can be
learnedfromthepainful criticismif
we are willing. As Eleanor
Roosevelt said, “It’ sbetter to light
acandlethantocursethedarkness.”

Werecently viewed, “ The Sandy
Bottom Orchestra,” about awoman
and her family that movesinto a
small towninWisconsin; shenever
feels “accepted.” A talented
speaker and musician, shetriesas-
similating by joining groups, lead-
ingworshipat her churchand being
extrakindtothetownfolk. Inreturn
she gets grief from the mayor, a
couple of church members com-
plainthat her musicistoomuch, and
isfired by the pastor. Crushed, she
protests to hubby that the town is
full of cliques, is unaccepting of
newcomers, and is not worthy to
livein. Shethengoesintoadepres-
sion and recoils from everyone.
Hmmm! soundslikethe A& E email
writer. (Intheend sherealizesthat,
whilesomeof her perceptionsof the
town were correct, her self-pity
contributed greatly to her frustra-
tion.)

Churchesrepresent their commu-

nity. Studies reveal thousands of
church-shoppers report feelings
similartotheA& Ee-mailer andthe
woman in the movie. “Closed,”
“Unfriendly,” “Unaccepting,”
“Cliquish,” and “Traditions-
minded,” arerecurring complaints.
While thereis truth in their com-
plaints, do visitors “set-up” the
church (and community) withtheir
own framework of expectations?
Of course! Unhappinessistheresult
of not having personal expectations
met. Are expectations wrong to
have? Of course not! We all have
them! Y et, there must be afair ex-
change of grace and reality. We
can’'t awayshaveit our way.

My wifeandl ranintomajor “cul-
ture shock” transitioning to St.
Francis. Falling in love with the
people and the arearequired matu-
rity torecognizethat theworld does
not revolve around us; we are not
the center of the universe. People
needtimetoaccustomtoour culture
aswetotheirs. What hashel ped our
transition hasbeen: thefriendliness
of the community; thewillingness
of people to answer our questions
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and explain details; being heard
without beingjudged; invitationsto
participate; receiving leeway and
grace in our cultural mistakes; a
willingnessonour parttolearnthe
cultureof thiscountry, andthecour-
age to gently and fairly confront
(“bring light and truth to”) those
thingsthat appeared to bean affront
toour systemof thinkingand under-
standing.

Re-readthat |ast paragraph. | see
something very familiar — thelist
reflectsthesamething JesusChrist
did when He cameto meet human-
ity onitsownterms. Americansthat
saw the A& E program andread the
acidic e-mails about our town will
haveanugly, unfair and unjust view
of us. That’ stheway it goes. Hope-
fully, though, there will be locals,
like the e-mail writer, that might
read this column that will encour-
agethemtoreassesstheir ownhurts,
prejudices and expectations to see
that how weview lifedependsonthe
color and cleanliness of the lenses
throughwhichwelook at life.

Pastor Richard Garcia
St. Francis
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The lips of the righteous know
what is acceptable; but the
mouth of the wicked speaketh
forwardness.

Psalms 10:32
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ST. PAT’S BASH
FOR TH’

NON-IRISH...

119th Y ear, Number 11

SO—
WHAT wuz
IT LIKE?
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TotheEditor:

Today, there are morethan 41.2
million Americans without health
insurance, and nearly four out of
fiveuninsured peopleareinwork-
ingfamilies. Kansasresidentsare
no exception. In Cheyenne
County there are many dedicated
health care providerswho are all
too familiar with the plight of the
uninsured.

In Kansas, almost 245,000 resi-
dentslivewithout healthinsurance.
Lacking this coverage, they may
find no other option than theemer-
gency room as their primary
sourcefor health care. Uninsured
peoplearemorelikely togowith-
out prenatal care, well-child care,
preventiveservicesandimportant
screenings for cancer and heart
disease. They often delay neces-
sary medical or dental treatment
and live, sometimesin pain, with
untreated illness. Even when the
need for carebecomescritical the
choiceiseither to go into debt or
togowithout. Health carebillsare
cited as the primary reason for
one-half of all personal bank-
ruptcy filings.

With these concernsin mind, |
am writing to call attention to
“ Cover the Uninsured Week.”
This project is an unprecedented
nationwide public awareness
campaign beginning with a tele-
vised press conference in Wash-
ington D.C. on March 5, 2003.
Eventswill takeplacefrom coast-
to-coast beginning Monday,
March 10-16, 2003 as Cover the
Uninsured Week in Kansas.

The Cheyenne County Health
Department would liketo urge ev-
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Wesleyan Church
Hwy 36 ¢ 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 9a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
|

Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208 E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.
O
Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002
Pastor Chris Farmer
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

]

Peace Lutheran Church
202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbach
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
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Thursday, March 13, 2003

REAL
QUIET!

Uninsured I1s areal concern

— L etters to the Editor——

eryone tojoin in this observance.
Itistimetoestablishtheissueof the
uninsured as atop priority! Addi-
tional information about the prob-
lems faced by the uninsured, or
about theactivitiesrelatedto Cover
theUninsured Week, isavailableon

the internet at: www.CoverThe
UninsuredWeek.org.

Sincerely,

Susan Roelfs, RN Administra-

tor

Cheyenne County Health

Department

Resident appreciates
caring community

My wifewasrecently diagnosed
with breast cancer and theoutpour-
ing of support and love from this
caring community hasbeenincred-
ible. I’ ve always been one to shy
away from saying anything to a
family found in the same situation
asme, just not feeling comfortable
or knowingwhat to say. I’ dloveto
take back al those times | walked

on by or turned away from you. |
now know how warm it feels to
havesomeonesay they’ rewithyou
orthinking of you. | told Mary Beth
if community love and support can
beat cancer, she’s got it made.
Thank youall for your thoughtsanc
prayers.
Terry Miller
St. Francis

Georgiatakes note of Sainty

TotheEditor,

After seeing the report by A and
E television last night of how the
provincial, narrow-minded,
bigotted “citizens” of your tight-
knit little community ruined the
life of Dr. Stan Naramore, | can

New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Terry Holliman,
Clackamas, Ore.; Verna Miller,
Flagler, Colo.; Patti Lawrukiewicz,
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First Christian Church
332-2956 * 118 E. Webster
Pastor Richard Garcia
Sunday School 9:15a.m.

(' Church Service 10:30 a.m.
(AEIHLS  wed nightBib

leart

332-2888 «3rd & Adams
Pastor Arlin Cochran
Sabbath School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:45

|
St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River ¢ 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson

Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.

Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

0

Living Water Fellowship Ministry 0

Pastors:

Terry & Tifany Gleason
Box 310; Bird City
785-734-2363
Sunday:
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.
Worship & Word 10 a.m.
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Last Friday of Month:
Healing Service 7:30 p.m.

Honor Roll

le Study 7 p.m.
O

Seventh-Day Adventist Church

only conclude that your commu-
nity doesnot deserveareal medi-
cal doctor.
Perhapsaveterinrianwould bet-
ter serveyou.
CharlesR. Gruner
Athens, Ga.

Caldwell; Willard Peter, St.
Francis; Donna Armstrong,
Edwon; Susan Dinkel, St. Francis;
ZinaNelson, Larned.

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,
Church 332-2254,
Pars. 332-3170
512 S. Scott
Pastor Nel Holmes
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O
First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club
6:30-8:00p.m.

Clough Valley Baptist Church
Pastor Al Davis D. Min.
12 m.west, 6 m. north of SF
332-2506
Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT
Worship 10:00a.m.CT
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St. Francis First
Equity National Bank
Member FDIC

7nwkansas.com

P.O. Box 1050 ¢ St. Francis
785-332-3162
sfherald@nwkansas.comj
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