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Magistrate judge i1s found guilty

By Sandy Barnhart/Karen Krien

Cheyenne County’s Magistrate
Judge Tamera Zimbelman faced
charges of misdemeanor intimida-
tionof awitnessincourtonWednes-
day and Thursday and, on Friday,
shewasfound guilty.

Judge Zimbelman had allegedly
threatened Christopher Merklin, St.
Francis, whom sheaccused of steal-
ing her purseat thebowlingalleyin
December 2001. The police
searched hispickup at that time but
came up with nothing.

A few days later, Judge
Zimbelman's estranged husband
Rell and friend Scott Baumfalk,
Kanorado, went to Mr. Merklin's

War b

The sirens went off in Baghdad
about 7:30 p.m. on March 12 and
President GeorgeW. Bushappeared
beforethetel evisioncamerasat 8:15
p.m. to say the “Operation Iragi
Freedom” had begun and that the
troopswould not settlefor anything
lessthantotal victory.

L ater reportsindicated thebomb-
ingin Baghdad wasa*target of op-
portunity” and that it was aimed at
“high leadersin the Iragi regime”
without saying it could have been
aimed at Saddam Hussein or other
membersof hisinner circle. Thirty-
five countries are part of the coali-
tion that is supporting the effort to
removewhat President Bushdeems
athreat to world peace.

OnTuesday, troopswere headed
toward Baghdad but a sandstorm
wass owingtheair campaign. How-
ever, there were 1,400 sorties set
with focus on the Republican
Guard. Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld reported that the war
could grow moredangerousascoa-
litionforcesclosein on Baghdad.

“Wecannot know theduration of
thiswar, yetweknow itsoutcome,”
said President Bush, whooutlineda
$747 billion emergency spending

home and allegedly demanded that
hereturnthe purse. After thisvisit,
Mr.Merklin’ sfather pressed crimi-
nal charges of trespassing and dis-
orderly conduct against both men.
Mr. Zimbelman was cleared of the
chargebut Mr. Baumfalk wasfound
guilty of disorderly conduct when
thecasecametocourtin December.
Following the incident of the
missing purse, Mr. Merklin said
Judge Zimbelman called him up
telling him to drop the charges or
she’'dtakehimtojail for burglary.
Judge Zimbelman admitted to
calling Mr. Merklin but denied the
allegedthreat. Sheclaimedthat she
had only called up Mr. Merklin to

egins

request that he called “directly re-
lated towinning thiswar.”

CNN reported that British com-
manders said it appeared that an
uprising against the ruling Baath
Party wasunderway inBasra. Com-
manderstold reportersfor the Brit-
ishnetwork I TV, that Britishforces
had taken out an Iragi mortar firing
on apparent protesters.

Theresidentsof Basra, animpor-
tant center of Iraq’s Shiite popula
tion and Iraq’ s second-largest city,
staged an uprising after the Persian
Gulf War of 1991. But without
backup from coalition forces that
had driven Saddam Hussein’'s re-
gime out of Kuwait, hundreds of
thousandswerekilled.

Elementsof Irag’ s51st Division
massed at Basra, bringing artillery,
tanks and infantry into some civil-
ian areas. And, about 1,000 irregu-
lars of the Iragi army have with-
drawnintothecity.

There also isamilitiacalled the
Saddam Fedayeen, dressedincivil-
ian clothes, whose members have
firingtowardtheBritish.Reportsare
that the Fedayeen, on the outskirts
of Basra, are resisting with human
shieldsinfront of them.

ask about her husband and Mr.
Baumfalk’svisit to his home and
that she really did want her purse
back. Two other St. Francis resi-
dents Jim and Christy Miller were
also suspected of taking her purse.
However, neither Mr. Merklinorthe
Millers were ever charged with
theft.

The state prosecution also had
four other witnesses whose testi-
mony conflicted with the judge’s
statements including Travis Stein,
St. Francislaw officer at thetimeof
theincident; and JasonRyan, officer
and chief of police.

Officer Stein said that Judge
Zimbelman had called him up and

FIRST GRADERSIearned about good dental careand they had lotsof questionsfor i

told him that shewas going to send
someone to the Miller’s home to
scarethem. Thejudge denied mak-
ing the statement even though she
admitted making the statement to
Kansas Bureau of Investigation
agents. She said that she felt the
agentswere“ badgering” her soshe
had made the statement to make
them stop.

Chief Ryan said that Judge
Zimbelman hadyelled at himwhen
shehad phonedhimat 2a.m.onDec.
9 but thiswasin the case of ahigh-
speed chase that was led by Judge
Zimbelman’s estranged husband
Rell. This case recently came to

See JUDGE on Page7
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Word was received Tuesday
morning from the Supreme
Court of Kansas and signed by
Kay McFarland, chief justice,
that District Magistrate Judge
Tamera Zimbelman is prohib-
ited from performing any judi-
cial dutiesintheDistrict Court.
Instead, Judge Zimbelmanwill

Judge prohibited
from judicial duties

perform administrativeassign-
ments as directed by the Chief
Judge of the 15th Judicial Dis-
trict.

Theorder will remainin effect
pending final action by the Com-
mission on Judicial Qualifica-
tions concerning Judge
Zimbelman.
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nstructor LeaKeller.

Students learn about taking care of teeth

TheSt. Francisfirstand second
graders were presented a pro-
gramongood dental careby Lea
Keller. Each class gathered
around Mrs. Keller as she told
them about how to brush their
teeth, encouraged them to floss

regularly, tobrushtheirteethat least
twiceaday andtovisit their dentist
atleastonceayear. Most of all, they
were encouraged to eat healthy
foods.

Each childreceivedatoothbrush,
toothpaste and disclosing tables to

seeif therewasany foodleft ontheir
teeth.
Thetoothbrushesweredonated by
theCheyenneCounty Health Depart-
ment (Susan Roelfs, R.N. and Jerri
AnnZweygardt); and thetoothpaste
and disclosing tablets were donated

by Dr. Melvin Dunn.

TheAmericanDental Associa-
tion provided activity sheets for
the students. The sheets are to
help children better understand
proper dental care.

City employee’s health insurance premiums jump

By Sandy Barnhart

For almost two hoursthe St. FrancisCity
Council debated onwheretogowith health
insurance for city employees. They have
beenwith BlueCrossand Blue Schield, but
withthejumpsin premiums, it wascosting
moreeachyear. However, whentheMarch
18 meeting ended, thecouncil wasstill with
the same insurance but with a different
policy.

Blue Crossand Blue Shieldtook a39.78
percent jump and that was when the coun-
cil wasforced to look into other packages.

CharlesKrull, BlueCrossBlue Shield rep-
resentative, was present to explain the dif-
ferent packages.

The policy that the city carried last year
cost $146,771, keeping the same policy
would run the city $203,582. The renewal
dateisApril 1 and after much deliberating
the council voted on the second option
which would increase the co-insurance
from$500t0$1000t0$1,000t0$2,000. The
city’ scostfor thepalicy planwill runaround
$189,132 ayear.

Hospital transfor mer

Superintendent J.R. Landenberger pre-
sented thecouncil withthecostsfor thehos-
pital transformer. AtapreviousmeetingL es
Lacy, hospital administrator, had comebe-
forethecouncil askingthat thecity standthe
costsof twotransformerswhichwoul d cost
around $14,300. Superintendent
Landenberger explained that the site had
been redesigned and the city was being
asked to supply one transformer and con-
ductors. Thecost wouldrunaround $7,700.
Itwasunsureif thecity or thehospital would
beresponsiblefor the pad which thetrans-

former wouldsit on. Thecouncil tabled the
issue until Superintendent L andenberger
checked into the matter.
Superintendent report

Superintendent L andenberger explained
that withthewater study continuingintown
he had plans of only repairing and sealing
some streets around town. He felt there
would be apossibility of some parts of the
streetsbeing tore up and it would be better
toholdoff onreplacingstreetsuntil after the
water study wasdone.

Thecouncil approvedtosendtwomento

aroad maintenance school in Colby.
Thecity will becombiningthecity’ sweb
pagewiththe St. FrancisChamber of Com-
merce.
Fireequipment
St. Francis Fire Chief Sam Miller was
present to ask the council’ sinput onagrant
whichthefiredepartment wasapplyingfor.
Heexplained the grant was matching grant
through K-State and was to help purchase
ninefireman suits.
Thesuitswill cost $5,805. Withthegrant
SeeNSURANCE on Page7

POSTMASTER SonyaWeeden, | eft, isthenew Bir d City Post-

master .

Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

Postmaster takes over

By Casey McCormick

The new postmaster at the Bird
City Post Officeis SonyaWeeden,
St. Francis. The appointment was
effective as of Feb. 22 and was an-
nounced by Mark Kerchen, man-
ager, Post Office Operations.

Mrs. Weeden succeeds Susan
Schultz who was promoted to the
postmaster of the Benkelman Post
OfficeonNov. 16. Mrs. Weedenhas
prior servicewiththepostal service
having acted asofficer-in-chargein
St. Francisand Bird City.

Thenew postmaster began her ca
reerinJuly 1985, asawindow/distri-

butionClerkin St. Franciswhereshe
performeddaily dutiesbeforetaking
this position. postmaster. Mrs.
Weeden hastakenmany postal train-
ing classesto enhanceher abilitiesin
postal operations. She said islook-
ing forward to her new assignment,
“1"m happy to bein Bird City and
serveinall theneedsthat the post of -
fice can provide,” she said. “If any
postal patrons have any question,
pleasedo not hesitateto ask me.”
Installation ceremonies are
scheduled for 10:30 am. on Tues-
day at theBird City Post Office. Mr.
Kerschenwill administer the oath.

Election scheduled for Tuesday

By Karen Krien

The2003 general electionwill be
heldfrom7am.to 7 p.m.on Tues-
day withvotingplaceslocated at the
Peace Lutheran Church in St.
FrancisandattheAmericanLegion
hall in Bird City. Thosewanting to
vote early can do sointhe clerk’s
office at the courthouse until noon
onMonday.

Registered voterswill be casting
their ballotsfor St. Francisand Bird

City city council candidates and
Cheylin and St. Francis Board of
Education candidates.

Watchforthelisting of winnersin
nextweek’sS. FrancisHeraldand
Bird City Times.

Those positions up for election
include:

Cheylin School Board: David
Frishie, District 1, position5; Wade
Carmichael, District 2, position 2;
andKerby Krien, District 2, position

4. All candidatesareincumbents.

St. Francis School Board: Pete
Kinen and, incumbent, Clifford
Raile, District 1, position 1; Bonnie
Zweygardt, District 2, position 2;
John Knodel, District 3, position 3;
and Sherry Weeks, Member-At-
Large.

Bird City City Council: Frank
Serrano, Troy Burrandawrite-incan-
didateisLorenWhite. Therearethree
vacant seatson thecity council.

Meettheschoolboard cand

PeteKinen
St. FrancisBoard of Education

PeteKinenisrunningfor aseaton
the St. Francis Board of Education
inDistrict 1, po-
sition 1.

He believes
that the St.
FrancisSchools
arefortunate to
have a great
standard of edu-
cation and the
schools also
have all of the
extra-curricular
activities that are offered for stu-
dents.

“1 would like to be a part of the
keeping of thesehigh standardsand
to keep our school one of thefinest

See KINEN on Page7

Kinen

John Knodel

St. FrancisBoard of Education

John Knodel, whoisrunning in
District 3position3for aseat onthe
St.  Francis
Board of Edu-
cation, has
served on the
board for five
years, having
taken the ap-
pointment fol-
lowing the
death of Dean
O'Brien.

He reported
that he has enjoyed being involved
in the school system but noted that
there are several problems facing
school boards all over the statein-
cludingtheSt. Francisboard. Those

SeeKNODEL on Page7

Knodel

Cliff Raile
St. FrancisBoard of Education
Incumbent Cliff Raileisrunning
for hisfourth term on the board of
education rep-
resenting Dis-
trict 1, position
1. Hefedlsthat
the main pur-
pose of the
board of edu-
cationisto ad-
dress and en-
force school
policy.

“The board
isavital link betweenthepublicand
the administration,” he said. “The
board also hasthe responsibility to
allocate our tax dollarswisely.

“Recently in America, we have
SeeRAILE on Page7

Raile

St. Francis City Council: Robert
(Bud) Erskin, and incumbents
Roger Jensen and Dale Weeks.
Thereareonly two seatsupfor el ec-
tiononthecity council.

Mayor candidate: Scott Schultz.

Listed below are the candidates
running for St. Francis Board of
Education. The candidates for city
council and mayor are on Page 3.

SeeMEET THE CANDIDATES

idates —

Sherry Weeks
St. FrancisBoard of Education
Sherry Weeks is running for
Member-At-Large on the St.
Francis Board
of Education.
Shehasserved
for two years,
having filled
the position
left by Daryl
Loyd.

She said she
has found the
two years on
theboardto be

enjoyableand likesbeing involvec
with the school. She sees the next
few yearsaschallenging asthestate
money funded to schoolsis being
cut. Alongwithashortageof funds,

SeeWEEK'S on Page7




——

L E = '.:-: — % I 2 1=l Y
SENIOR CITIZENSBIRTHDAY Swerecelebrated recently. Pictured having birthdayswere: (I tor) Fred Gemaehlich,
EthyleRoelfs, Edwin Meyer, Alicel sernhagen, LucillePriceand ErvaGene DeAragon.

Herald staff photo by Sandy Barnhart
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Continued from Page 1
court and Mr. Zimbelman was

found guilty ending up with a$626
fineplus$175in court costs.

Inthe“ chase” case, &t. Francisof-
ficer Mark Davidson testified that
Judge Zimbelman had burst into his
office, yelling profanities at him be-
cause he had contacted the Rawlins
County MagistrateJudgePat Carroll
tosetMr. Zimbelman' sbond. Hehad
called Judge Carroll because hefelt
that there was a conflict of interest
with the judge being married to the
personwhowasbeingcharged. Judge
Zimbelman said he should have
called her before calling Judge
Carroll.

Atthattime, therewasnopolicyin
place as to who was next in charge
when the judge’ s family member is
involved in legal matters. Thereis
now apolicy in place.

In this incident, Judge
Zimbelman wrote threatening let-
tersto both law officersand thelet-
terswere written on official statio-
nery. The prosecution pointed out
that these letters were unprofes-
sional, especially when she said in
thelettersthat shewould hold them
“incontempt of court.” Thedefense
saidthat, whiletheletter writingwas
wrong, theletterswerewrittenby a
wife who was upset, not from the
standpoint of a judge. Judge
Zimbelman did appol ogize to both
officersinwriting and in person.

Earlier intheyear, thejudge had
also made another 2 am. call to
Chief Ryanwhen shebecameupset
because the law officers had
searched her son’ shome. However,
inthiscase, shewasactingintherole
of “judge” but of aprivatecitizen.

The state’s prosecutor Athena
Andaya spent much time asking
witnesses if they believed Judge
Zimbelman'’s actions were out of
line for ajudge. Attorney Day,
whom Judge Zimbelman had

workedfor beforebecomingjudge,
was asked repeatedly if he thought
theletter wasunprofessional and At-
torney Day repeatedly answeredthat
the letter concerned him and that he
did suggest Judge Jack Burr, chief
administrativejudge, beadvised. At-
torney Day didtestify that hewastry-
ingto maintainagoodworking rela
tionship between the magistrate
judgeandthelaw enforcement. Pros-
ecutor Andayaasked Attorney Day if
he had stepped down as Judge
Zimbelman’s lawyer when he
learned that a copy of the letter had
been sent to the attorney general but
shedidnotwaitfor himtoanswer that
question.

Both Attorney Day and Judge
Burr admitted that the |etters were
of concern.

Prosecutor Andaya said the
state’s position was that Judge
Zimbelman was not separating her
personal and professional lives. She
added that thejudgeneededto have
a “respectable appearance in the
community,” but her husband was
not hel ping her withthat so shewent
to Mr. Merklin to try and stop the
complaint frombeing filed.

Judge Zimbelman stands to lose
her salary of more than $40,000 a
year.
Judge Zimbelman’s attorney
Roger Falk, Wichita, stated that it
wasa“simple’ caseof Mr. Merklin
misinterpreting the judge’ s phone
call. He told jurors that Judge
Zimbelman had acted with “ stupid
or inappropriate behavior” but that
it wasnot criminal behavior.

Attorney Falk had asked that re-
tired Judge Stephen J. Nyswonger,
Concordia, to acquit his client be-
causethestate’ sattorney hadfailed
to provethat acrimehad been com-
mitted and thisrequest wasdenied.
He then asked that Judge
Nyswonger declare a mistrial as
there were two of the witnesses,

Dennis Merklin and Brad Merklin
inthecourtroomduringtheopening
statements and he believed shedid
not haveachanceat afairtrial. This
motion was al so denied.

Judge Zimbelman could face up
tosixmonthsinjail andafineupto

$1,000. Judge Nyswonger set the
sentencing at 1 p.m. on April 24.

JudgeZimbelmancouldalsoface
disciplinary actionby theCommis-
sion on Judicial Qualifications, an
advisory and investigative panel to
the Kansas Supreme Court.

RAILE

Continued from Page 1

been reminded that thisistheland of
opportunity andgettinganeducation
is one of the opportunities we often
takefor granted.”

Mr. Ralle thinks that some of the
important issues facing the school
districts and the board are school
funding and theincreasing numbers
of studentswith special needs, noting
that more often now, teachers must
address the needs of students with
behavioral challenges.

“Schooal financeand funding have
always been an issue but today this
issueis of greater concern for most
rural school districts as enrollment
continues to decline and state fund-
ingsignificantly decreases,” hesaid.
“Addtothisthefinancial crisesat the
statelevel and school funding could
becomeamaj or concernforthefuture
of our schools.”

Mr. Railereported that thecurrent
administration has been very proac-
tivein thisareaand has made finan-
cia cutsfor several yearswherecut-
tingisfeasible.

“For example, delegating the ath-
|etic director responsibilitiesamong
existing staff, replacing afull-time
counselor with a part-time position,
reducingkitchenstaff and continuous
reassessment of busroutes.

“One of the most immediate con-
cerns will be justifying the current
number of employeesin our school
district. Withlessthan 20 studentsin
some of the elementary grades, two
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and get on linefor less.

Receive four
months free!

$198

[1 Tech help Available

teachers per grade may not be fea-
sible”

Mr. Railedoesnot seetheconsoli-
dation proposal which hasbeen dis-
cussed at the state level to be practi-
cal inrural aress.

“When funding makes it impos-
sible to maintain the physical plant
and/or our quality of education, then
we must be prepared and proactive
regarding solutions for our school
district. | believethat thesedecisions
arebest madeat thelocal level.”

Overtheyears, Mr. Railefedlsthat
he hasbeen fortunateto havethe op-
portunity to work with afineadmin-
istrationand faculty.

“Our vision should be to support
our existing faculty and maintain a
high quality of education, both aca-
demically and socialy, for our stu-
dents,” hesaid.

Mr. Raileisarancher and farmer.
HiswifeJudyisaTitlel instructor at
thegradeschool , they havethreechil -
dren, Lisa, Reidand Tyler.

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Saint Francis Herald 7

INSURANCE

Continued from Page 1
paying for one-half of the suits, the
county and city would each pay ap-
proximately $1,500. Thecouncil ap-
provedtosetaside$1,500for thesuits
if thegrantisapproved.
Building per mits

Building permits were approved
forthefollowing: DaleLeydig, erect
small building.

Other business

Inother business:

* A kennel licensefor Pat Crabtree
wasapproved at North River Strest.

* Those appointed to the Kansas
Municipal Energy Agency were
Councilman Rodney Bracelin, gov-
erning body; Superintendent
Landenberger, resident member and
Mayor Scott Schultz, alternate.

* Council woman Natalie Knode,
Councilmen Roger Jensenand Dale

Weeks were appointed to the tree
board.
Council comments

Councilman Dale Weeks ex-
plained to the council that George
Harper, St. Francis Fire Chief, was
applyingfora50/50grantfor fireman
gear. The gear would consist of 1C
pairs of pants and boots. The esti-
mated cost to the city would be
$1,000. No decisionwasmade.

Councilman Rodney Bracelin
asked the council for permission tc
erectasignattheairportsaying“ John
GraceField.” TheAirport Authority
would stand the costs. The council
approved.

Next meeting

Thenext city council meetingwill
beheldat 7:30 p.m. on April 8 at the
St FrancisPublicLibrary.

KNODEL

Continued from Page 1

problems include the state budget
deficitandthedeclining enrollment.

“We have not seen an improve-
ment in the economic outlook or
drought for Kansas but hopefully,
both situations will improve
shortly,” hesaid.

He said that the school adminis-
trators have worked hard to mini-
mizetheimpact of current problems
while still improving the learning
atmosphere for the students. Any
vacancies left by retiring teachers
have beenfilled by teacherswithin
the system or with part-time help.

Consolidationisaconcernasthe
matter continuestobedebated at the

KINEN

Continued from Page 1
inthestate,” hesaid.

Because hewould be new onthe
board, he did not feel qualified to
answer many of theother questions
that other board membersanswered.

“ljust needto serveawhilebefore
| can give answers to those ques-
tions,” hesaid.

Mr. Kinenisafarmer andrancher
northwest of St. Francis. Hiswife
“Griff” is the home economicsin-
structor and assistant activities di-
rector at thehigh school. They have
two sons, Tanner, whois 15 and a
sophomore; and Trentwhois12and
inthesixth grade.

Aquila

statelevel but hedoesn’tfedl that he
can determinewhen.

“It can be very detrimental to &
community to loose its school tc
consolidation,” Mr. Knodel said.

Mr. Knodel and hiswife Natalie
own and operate Knodel Funeral
Home in St. Francis. They have
three daughters: Mallory, 19;
Meredith, 17; and Madeline, 14.

WEEKS

Continued from Page 1
shethinksthat schoolswill befacec
with consolidation.

Mrs. Weeks has found that the
board and admini stration havemade
surethat the funds are spent wisely
andtheonly staff cutsthat havebeen
made have been only if someone
retiresor resigns.

“Thepositionsarenot replacedif
wecan get by without jeopardizing
the school system or the children,”
shesaid.

Sheseesconsolidation, whenanc
if itcomes, asahardsituationfor any
school.

“| really hate to see any school
close — it means too much to the
town and theaumni,” shesaid.

Mrs. Weeks works as an insur-
anceclerk at the Cheyenne County
Hospital. Her husband Dale, isthe
manager of the Wheeler Equity.
They havefivechildren: Lori, Scott,
Lucinda, Heather and Ryan.
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Don’t Take Chances
Call Before You Dig

Planning those outdoor projects? Aquila reminds you to call
1-800-DIG-SAFE (1-800-344-7233) at least two working days
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where you might dig into underground utility lines. This free
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