Opinion

United States television
continuously guessing

It may bean old American tradition to second-
guessthegenerals, but frankly, we'retired of it.

And, we' rewilling to bet, you are, too.

Tired of has-been officers who weren’'t in on
“theplan” critiquing the plan.

Tired of second-rank think-tankersexplaining
why the plan will never work.

Tired of |eft-wing correspondentscondemning
explaining why Americacan never win.

Tired of endless talking heads shaking over a
couple of casualties.

Tired of ceasel essprattle about whether the of -
fensive has stalled or the plan hasgone awry.

Arewesupposedto besurprisedthat theenemy
isfighting back?

That thewar wasn'’t over inaweek?

That inwar, peopleget killed?

Thepresident told usthefirst day, thiscould be
along and nasty encounter.

Didn’t he?

Oh, television.

Television newsisat itsbest and at itsworst in
war.

At its best in battle, when troops are moving,
when bombsareflying andthingsareblowingup.

Televisiontakesusthereand showsustheface
of war. Thereisno avoiding what’ sgoing on.

And withtoday’ stechnology, we seeit now. We
seeparatroopersliveasthey jump, tankerson cam-
eraracing across the desert, starving lragistearing
apart food packages. Weseeit asit happens.

Andthen again onthe hour.

Servicemen

Between battles, televisionisat itsworst.

When nothing is happening, the anchors have
totalk. Toanalyze. Toproclaim.

And somehow — the Pentagon hasto sharethe
blame here— they got theideathiswasgoingto
be a quick and easy war, regardless of what the
president said.

That Iraqwouldfoldinamatter of days, that the
“shock and awe” of massive, targeted bombing
would scarethe bejebbers out of astone-cold ty-
rant and his bloody henchmen.

These peoplearefighting for their very lives.

What isthefuture of aRepublican Guardsman
inafreeBaghdad?How long will Saddam’ sgen-
eralsgettowalk thestreetsinthenew order?Un-
til the day their war crimestrialsbegin?

Theseguyshaveeverythingtolose, everything.
They will do anything to stop us. When thetime
comes, they will usetheir gason us. Send terror-
ists to our cities. Use women and children as
shields.

Of coursethey’ regoing tofight.

That' sasurpriseonly to thetalking heads. Not
tothegenerals, not to thetroops.

It must make Saddam smileto hear them ques-
tion“theplan,” todoubt thegeneralsat every turn,
toplay up every little setback.

But that’ stelevision. It’ slike horseracing.

They havetohavesomethingtodointhebreaks
between the action.

They dotheonesowell, andtheother sopoorly.

Andwe'retired of it. —SeveHaynes

Troopsandreservetroopscalledto
action in preparation of war and de-
fending our homeland. The Herald
and Timeswould liketo print thead-
dressesof servicemenandwomenso
peoplecansend|ettersof encourage-
ment to them.

The staffs are asking that anyone
knowingof alocal servicemanor ser-
vicemen that may have connections
in the communities to please call,
write or e-mail the names and ad-
dresses.

Call 785-332-3162, or writetoBox
1050, St. Francis, KS67756 or Box
220, Bird City, KS67731; or e-mail
the names and addresses to
sfherald@nwkansas.com  or

-

Addresses

bctimes@nwkansas.com.
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HHB 5-7 ADA FWD Ryan Wilkinson
Operation Juniper Cobra03 L
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(Travisisstationedin lsragl)

SPC Carney, Bradley
35thMPCo. Dep(-)

daughter, Tallelisa, isnow stationed
in Spainand only theM editerranean
Seaseparatesher fromthewar zone.

U.S. Navd Air Craft Carrier Ship  HersonTomisdtillinNorthCarolina.
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i%efgse(bmg }E And, behold, 1 am with thee, and will keep [
e-mail addresss B3] thee in all places whither thou goest, and k3
bradley.a.carney@us.army.mil 4 will bring thee again into this land; for |

Staff Sergeant William Raile
410 AEW EOD
APOAE09371
Operation Enduring Freedom

: will not leave thee, until | have done that
i which I have spoken to thee of.

Genesis 28:15
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Council asksfor residents help

Dear Editor:

During thepast few monthswe,
asmembersof the St. FrancisCity
Council, havereceived complains
about various code violations
throughout thecity. Themajority
of complaintsconcernthefollow-
ing violations of the law:

Junked motor vehicles parked
on private party (Violation of
Chapter VIII, Article 3)

Structures unfit for habitation
because of dilapidation or condi-
tions which provide a general
blight upon the surrounding prop-
erties. (Violation of Chapter 1V,
Article 6 & Chapter V111, Article
2A)

Trash, junk and yard waste in
alleys(Chapter VIII, Article 2A)

These codes have been devel-
oped by the Kansas L eague of
Municipalitiesand areadopted by
cities across the state. Most citi-
zens understand that these laws
protect the safety, health and gen-
eral well-being of theentirecom-
munity. Wewould liketo suggest
some other reasons that obeying
these codes makes sense:

By Pat L eibbrandt

The St. Francis Public Library
hasthefollowing new booksat the
library: Heart Of TheNight by Bar-
baraDelinsky; MoreThanADream
by Lauraine Snelling; Wildflower
Brides by Andrea Boesbaar; Late
Bloomers by Fern Michaels; The
Rescue by Lori Wick; The Visitor
by Lori Wick; Full House by Janet
Evanovich; Full Tilt by Janet
Evanovich; Old Friends, New
Friends by Patricia Hall; Happy
Easter, Little Critter by Mercer
Mayer; Happy Christmas, Honey
by LauraGodwin; TheBest Fall Of

the

Wesleyan Church
Hwy 36 * 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 9a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
O
Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208 E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.
0
Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002
Pastor Chris Farmer
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
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According to experts, dilapi-
dated properties and junked ve-
hiclespromotevandalismanddis-
respect for private property.

Dilapidated properties and ve-
hicles negatively affect the prop-
erty values of a neighborhood
and, eventually, an entirecommu-
nity. For most citizens, their resi-
dential property istheir greatest
financial asset. A violation of this
type in a neighborhood signifi-
cantly affects the value of all
properties.

Obeying thelaw showsrespect
for our fellow citizens. It sendsthe
messageto our youththat wecare
about our neighbors, neighbor-
hoods and community. It models
citizenship for our children.

TheCity Council isaskingciti-
zens currently in violation of a
city code to take action to volun-
tarily correct the violation(s). If
contacted, the city will make ev-
ery reasonableeffort toassist citi-
zens. The book of codesis avail-
able at the city office and at the

Lines from the Library

All by Laura Godwin; Hooray For
Our Heroes by Sarah Albee; Hoo-
ray For Reading by Patricia Hall;
Zack At School by Jonathan Lon-
don; Murphyand Myrtleby Martha
Atwater.

Mail-A-Book Catalogsareavail-
able at the library or through the
Northwest KansasL ibrary System.
Mail-A-Bookisaservicethat offers
alarge selection of new paperback
booksdirect throughthemail toru-
ral residentsand“homebound” city
readers.

Books for all ages and interests
may be selected from the catalog

202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbach
Sunday School 9:30a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
d

First Christian Church
332-2956 ¢ 118 E. Webster
Pastor Richard Garcia
Sunday School 9:15a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Wed. night Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Seventh-Day Adventist Church

332-2888 ¢ 3rd & Adams
Pastor Arlin Cochran
Sabbath School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:45

O

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River ¢ 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

St. Francis
Equity

Letter to the Editor

public library for persons uncer-
tain of thelaws.

If those in violation of the
code(s) make no effort to remedy
the violation(s), the City will be
takethenecessary actions, aspre-
scribed by the code book, to en-
forcethelaws.

Itisessentia tothepresent andfu-
ture health and welfare of our com:-
munity to keep St. Francis and the
surrounding areasafeand clean. We
ask each citizen to do hisor her part
tocontinuetomakeSt. Francisatown
to be proud of and aplacewhereour
children and grandchildren will be
proudtocall home.

Respectfully yours,
Members of the St. Francis
City Council

Kay Shay

Roger Jensen

Natalie Knodel

Rodney Bracelin

Dale Week

Scott Schultz, mayor

and are mailed with return postage
included sothat thereisno expense
involved for the reader. For more
information call your local library
or the Northwest Kansas Library
System at 800-432-2858.

Or contact the library by e-mail
at ILLOAN@RURALTEL,NET.

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,
Church 332-2254,
Pars. 332-3170
512 S. Scott
Pastor Nel Holmes
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O
First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club
6:30-8:00p.m.

O
Clough Valley Baptist Church
Pastor Al Davis D. Min.
12 m.west, 6 m. north of SF
332-2506
Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT
Worship 10:00a.m.CT

f First
National Bank

7nwkansas.com

P.O. Box 1050 ¢ St. Francis
785-332-3162

Member FDIC /
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