Head Start school endanger
of loosing program in county

By Karen Krien

Newsreportswarnsthat theBush
administration’s proposal to turn
Head Start over to the stateswould
dismantle the Head Start success
story withinfiveyears.

The administration is proposing
that stateshavetheoptiontoadmin-
ister head Start under plans that
would integrate the 38-year-old
program with other preschool ini-
tiatives.

Thereportentitled, “ Dismantling
head Start: The case for Saving
America’s Most Successful Early
Childhood Education Program,”
was recently released by the Na-
tional Head Start Association at a
news conferencein Washington.

InSt. Francis, 17 children attend
the Cheyenne County Head Start,
which has been in operation since
August 1999.

“Thereal question hereis: Why
isn’t Congresshbuilding ontheHead
Start legacy by expanding the pro-
gram to reach more eligible chil-
drenwhenonly threeout of fiveare
covered now?” asked Sharon
VanAllen, a Cheyenne County
Head Start parent. “Why would
Congressevenconsider goinginthe
oppositedirectionand dismantling
the Head Start success story?”

TheKansasHead Start Associa-
tion, which represents the 29 pro-
grams in Kansas that serve over
8,600young childrenandfamilies,
is recommending that Head Start
remain afederal tolocal program.

“Head Start hasbeen continually
showcased asamodel program for
preparingyoung childrenfromlow-
income families for success in
school andinlife,” said Mary Bas-
ket, Head Start’ sexecutivedirector.
“Head Startisconstantly improving
through its emphasis on research-
based practices, professional devel-
opment and highquality standards.
Todismantlethisstructureinfavor
of anuntested alternativeisto com-
promisefour decades of success.”

Accordingtothenew National
Head Start Association* Disman-
tling Head Start” report, the fol-
lowing arethekey factsabout the
Head Start successstory:

» Head Start childrenareready
tolearninschoal.

The federal government’s
Family and Child Experiences
Survey initiative is an ongoing
study of thedevel opment of Head
Start children, thecharacteristics
of their families, and the quality
of Head Start classrooms.

The January 2001 Family and
Child Experiences Survey as-
sessment report study concluded
that Head Start graduates enter
kindergarten“ready tolearn.”

Key findings of the study in-
cludethefollowing: theprogram
narrows the gap between disad-
vantaged children and all chil-
dren in vocabulary and writing
skills, Head Start children are
leaving the program ready to
learn; and once in kindergarten,
Head Start graduates make sub-
stantial progressinword knowl-
edge, letter recognition, math
skillsandwritingskillsrelativeto
national norms.

* Head Start children are less
likely to fall behind in school or
becomeaburden on society.

Recent studieshavefound that
childrenwhoattended Head Start
are lesslikely to repeat a grade;
lesslikely torequirespecial edu-

Key facts about
Head Start’s success

cation classesand arelesslikely
to commit crimes.

» Head Start children stay in
school and also achievemoreas
adults.

Head start graduatesalsohave
been found to be more likely to
completehighschool and college
andearnmoreasadultsthantheir
peerswho did not have the ben-
efit of a“Head start.”

* Nearly al local Head Start
programs get “quality” marks
fromfederal reviewers.

Notonlyisthereevidencethat
the Head Start concept works,
therealsoisproof that Head Start
functionsasintendedinthe”real
world.” The most recent Head
Start Monitoring Report submit-
ted to Congress by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices in February 2003, con-
cludesthat Head Start programs
provide high quality, compre-
hensive services to the children
and familiesthey serve.

* Head Start isthe Number 1
“customer rated” program.

A December 1999 Presidential
Management Council report
gave Head Start a higher cus-
tomer satisfactionscorethanany
government agency. Moreover,
Head Start had ahigher customer
satisfaction score than many
major companies, including
Mercedes-Benz and BMW.

Thecurrent federal tolocal struc-
ture of Head Start promotes com-
munity decision making and en-
sures that dollars go directly into
services to children, not into state

administration. Programsregularly
assesscommunity needsanddesign
services which meet those needs,
while following rigorous federal
performance standards.

Relay For Life of Cheyenne
County isjust around thecorner.
Teams can be registered by a
member attending the Team
Captain’smeetingat 7:30p.m. on
April 23 at the St. FrancisEquity
meeting room. Dinner will be
provided.

Relay For Lifeisafun-filled,
overnight event that mobilizes
communities throughout the
country to celebrate survivors,
remember loved ones and raise
money for the fight against can-
cer.

Survivors and current cancer
patients, their families, busi-
nesses, civic organizations, and
the public are urged to take part
inthisexcitingteamevent. Relay
For Lifetakesplacefrom 7 p.m.
on Aug. 23 until 7am. on Aug.

Captains must register
Relay-For-Life teams now

24 at the Sawhill Park.

Teams of eight to 15 members
gather with tentsand sleeping bags
to participate in the largest fund-
raisingwalk inthenation. Relay For
Life brings together friends, fami-
lies, businesses, hospital's, schools,
churches— people from all walks
of life. Teams seek sponsorship
prior to the Relay, all with thegoal
of supporting acurefor cancer.

“Relay For Life brings the
progressagainst cancer tothefore-
front,” said Stephanie Schafer,
committeemember. “ Many partici-
pants are our family, friends, and
neighborswho have been cured of
cancer themselves. Their involve-
ment is proof of the progress that
has been made not just in cancer
curerates, but alsointhequality of
lifefollowing cancer treatment.”

“Thefundsraised enable usto
continue our investment in the
fight against cancer through re-
search, education, advocacy, and
services to patients,” said Susie
Walz, committee member. “Due
to the generosity of corporate
sponsorslikeFirst National Bank
and Grace Flying Service, the
money raised by participantsgoes
directly to the American Cancer
Society’ slifesaving programs.”

Information about how toform
ateamor becomeinvolvedinRe-
lay For LifeisavailablefromMs.
Schafer at 785-332-3528, and
Mrs. Walz at 785-332-3486. For
more information on cancer, call
the American Cancer

Society’ s24-hour helplineat 1-
800-ACS-23450r visittheir Web
sitewww.cancer.org.

Jade Andrew K etzner

Jacquelyn and Joslyn K etzner of
Bird City would like to announce
the birth of their brother, Jade An-
drew Ketzner. Hewasborn at 1:56
p.m. March 21, 2003, weighing 9
pounds, 6 ouncesand measuring 21
inches long. Parents are Noel and
TabethaKetzner

Introducing

GrandparentsareKimand Ernie
Ketzner, Bird City, LindaKetzner
and VeronicaBoyles, Burlington.
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TRUCKER NEEDED

The City of St. Francis needs a Trucker to Haul
Recycled Materials to Colby. Please leave
your bid at the City Office, 209 E Washington
or mail to City of St. Francis, P.O. Box

517, St. Francis, KS 67756. ﬂ'

Deadline:
Mon., April 21,2003 «5 p.m.

o

The Garden Room

now open for the season

Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. MDT
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m.

Sweet Corn * Bulk Vegetable Seeds
Hanging Baskets « Bedding Plants

Professional Potting Soil
Compost » Manure

Thursday, April 17, 2003
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HI T SHOP isan activeplaceon Thur sday after noonswhen it openstothepublic. M eth-

odist ladies sort and fold clothes Tuesday and Thur sday mor nings. Working Tuesday mor n-
ingwere(l tor) Betty Louden, Mavern Gienger, Margar et Holzwarth and Valjean Schultz.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Methodist Church thrift
shop opened to public

bB Karen Krien

Thereis athrift shop which is
opentothepublicfrom1to3p.m.
every Thursday afternoon at the
United Methodist Church office
building at 104 West Webster, St.
Francis.

“Thereareprobably many people
who are not aware that the thrift
shopisatthislocationandthatitis
open to the public,” said Betty
L ouden, Methodist Church mem-
ber who works at the shop.

A group of thechurchladiesvol-
unteer their servicestocollect, sort,
display and sell donated clothing.

“1f you have any nice seasonal
clothing which are clean and
pressed, you can leave themin the
receptacles at the office building
during businesshours,” shesaid.

All itemsthat are not sold or that
cannot be used in the St. Francis
shop are donated to the Good Will.
All profits from the store are do-
natedto Methodist Missionstohelp
thosein need.

While money given to Missions
isimportant, theladiesfeel that the
Thrift Shopisagood servicetothe
people of St. Francisaswell asthe
surrounding communities. Items

arepriced very inexpensively.

“We have customers not only
from St. Francis, but from Birc
City, McDonald, Haigler,
Burlington and other communi-
ties,” Mrs. Loudensaid. " You' dbe
surprised at all the extremely [ow-
priced itemswehavefor sale.

“It’ sfuntofind acute sweater or
blouse.”

Sheaddedthat thereissomething
for everyone including men,
women, babies, toddlersandteens.

Anyonehaving questionsor need
furtherindormation, plasecall Mrs.
Louden at 785-332-2347.

Conservation meeting in Colby

Farmers, ranchers, and others
should plan to attend a farm bill
meeting entitled “What’s New in
Conservation” to hear a Kansas
persective on conservation pro-
gramsand find out the latest infor-
mation on how they can use these
programs, said Tim Christian, state
coordinator for theKansasAlliance
for Wetlands and Streams
(KAWS). The meeting is set for
Friday, April 25, in Colby at the
Community Center.

Theagendakicksoff at 8:30a.m.
with registration and features a se-
riesof panel presentationsfromor-
ganizationsand agenciesincluding
the Kansas Farm Bureau, Kansas
Association of Wheat Growers,
Kansas Livestock Association en-
gineering services, Pheasants For-
ever, Wildlife Management Insti-
tute, landowners, and others.
United States Department of Agri-
cultureNatural Resources Conser-
vation Service state conservation-
ist, Harold Klaege, will providean
overview of the new conservation
provisions and be available to an-
swer program specifics.

Kansasproducershavean oppor-
tunity to tackle awide variety of

zw on April 19 at 11:30 a.m.

BUNNY
GRAM

Hi Boys & Girls!!!
Come to the Bandshell

for my

ANNUAL EASTER
EGG HUNT.

¢ Bring your baskets and
collect candy & prizes.
§ Be sure & bring your
‘g camera, | would love to
¥ have my picture taken

with you.

natural resourceissuesinwaysnot
available to date, continued Coor-
dinator Christian. Anyonethinking
about using these programs needs
tohear what their peersand advisors
have to offer on the details of the
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), Wetlands Re-
serve Program (WRP), and Wild-
life Habitiat Incentives Program
(WHIP). Additionally, panelists
will cover theaspectsof anew twist
in providing technical help to pro-
ducersasoutlinedinthe 2002 farm
bill - Technical Service Providers
(TSP). And, to better understand
how individuals can influence
state-level guidelinesand processes
throughtheir organizationsand as-
sociations aspecial panel isset up
to discuss the Kansas Technical
Committee (KTC), the advisory
grouptoNatural Resource Conser-
vation Service. A number of Kan-
sas Alliance for Wetlands and
Streams partnerswill be present to
provide their insights throughout
theday aswell. A completelisting
of theday’ sagendaisposted onthe

O

Kansas Alliance for Wetlands and
Streams website - http://
www.kswetlands.org.

Dueto theimportance of getting
thisinformation out, the meetings
arebeing underwritten by the K an-
sas Farm Bureau, Pheasants For-
ever, TheNatureConservancy, Star
Seed, and Sharp BrothersSeed, saic
Christian. Breaksandlunchwill be
provided by thesefolks. TheWest-
ern Prairie Resource Conservation
& Development has provided key
supportaswell. If youareinterestec
in attending, RSVP by April 22 to
theWestern Prairie Resource Con-
servation and Development at
785.462.2602, or contact KAWSat
620.241.3636. Additionally, Farm
Bureaumemberscan RSV Pfor this
meeting to Elizabeth Brothers at
785.587.6700, ext. 6197.

Kansas Alliance for Wetlands
and Streamsisanon-profit organi-
zationorganizedin1996to provide
quality information and education
on wetlands, streams, and riparian
areasand other natural resourceis-
suesin Kansas.
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The SFCHS Daama Department Prasonts

A Comedy in Two Acts!

Friday, April 25 « 7:30 p.m.
High School Auditorium
Adults $3.00

620 B Street
Benkelman, Neb.
(2 blocks east of State Bank)

“We’ve waited

18 years for this!

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!!”
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7:30-9:30 p.m.
Public Welcome

You don’t have to be a Detective
to Join in Meth Awareness

Wed., April 23

* Cheylin High School gym -9 a.m.
for students but public welcomed
» St. Francis High School auditorium - 1 p.m.
for students but public welcomed
« St. Francis High School auditorium -

This is an informational meeting

on Methamphetamine
Sponsored by: Cheyenne Co. Sheriff's
Dept., and Cheyenne Co. Health Dept.
For more information contact the Sheriff's
Department « 785-332-8880.
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