75¢

12 Pages Plus Special Section

Ehe Saint Francis Herald L,

Thursday, April 24, 2003

L.

"
e
K

119th Year, Number 17

taff 1s back towork in clinic

By Karen Krien

Thenewly remodeled clinicisopen and
the staff isback to seeing patientsinthefa-
cility.

Administrator Les Lacy made the an-
nouncement at the Thursday morning
Cheyenne County Hospital Board meeting.
He said the staff had moved back into the
remodeled clinicwith very few “ glitches.”

The administrator had information on

what hasbeen paid out for theclinicremod-
eling. By thetime all payments have been
made, the total cost of the project will be
$392,844. The amount for the remodeling
had originally been set at around $400,000.

Tilefor theclinicbasementfloor wasdis-
cussed and it was decided that they would
go ahead and order the tile needed for the
specified areainthebasement aswell asthe
bathroomsupstairs. Thecost of thetilefrom

Schultz' sis$520for thebasement and $210
for thebathrooms. The board doesnot plan
to havethebathroomstiled for thetimebe-
ing but when the time comes, the tile will
match the other tile upstairsin the clinic.
After discussion the purchase wastabl ed.
Recently, therewasvery small amount of
water leakingintheclinic. Theadministra-
tor and board discussed the situation and it
wasdecided that until thefinal gradeiscom-

pleted, thereisachanceof water leakinginto
the facility and they were encouraged that
therewasno water inthe elevator pit.

* The board discussed the cost of the
sprinkler systemfor thehospital lawn. The
costis$6,097 whichincludes $2,500 | abor
but thematter wastabled until after thebids
comein.

* Administrator Lacy will beattendingthe
American Telemedicine Association An-

nual Conventionin Orlando, Fla., aschair-
man of High PlainsRural Health Network,
notingthat theNetwork iscoveringthecost.
Administrator’sreport

Theadministrator had anumber of items

to discuss with the board including that,
whilethenumber of patientsusing thehos-
pital had been “lagging” in mid April, the
number of outpatientshadleveled outinthe
See CLINIC on Page8

Soclal service
office closing
IN St. Francis

By Karen Krien

Cheyenne County residents will
soonbelosingtheir Social Rehabili-
tation Service officeand, whilethe
head official ssay peoplewill notbe
losing services, thereappearedtobe
a“differenceof opinion” at ameet-
ing held Wednesday, April 16.

SteveK ohnle, areadirector of the
21 northwest Kansas counties,
along with several other Social Re-
habilitation Serviceofficials, made
theannouncement at themeeting to
ahandful of interested people. He
said that there were no layoffs —
that employment was offered in a
different placebut theclosing of the
county office has | eft two women
unemployed, Patricia Leiker and
Kathleen Ewing. Mrs. Leiker said
that she could have “bumped”
someonein RooksCounty but chose
not to and Ms. Ewing, who has
workedinthe Cheyenne County of -
ficefor 23 years, said shewas aso
offered ajob in eastern Kansas but

Kohnle

chose not to move. Besides, like
Mrs. Leiker, shewould have had to
bump another person.

“| hateto seetheofficecloseand
not just becausel amlosingmy job

but because there are alot of jobs
See CLOSING on Page8

Robberyreported
atfarmsupplyshop

By Karen Krien

Y ost Farm Supply, east of St.
Francis on U.S. 36, was broken
into Saturday morning and two
computers and cash were taken.

Owner Dave Yost called the
sheriff’ sdepartment early Sunday
morning when he made the dis-
covery.

Undersheriff Cliff Flock, who
worked the case, reported that the
robbers entered the building by
breaking awindow ontheeast and
used the back door whenthey | eft.

The robbers took a diagnostic
computer costing between $9,000

and $12,000, another computer
plus around $300 in cash. They
also damaged some file cabinets
whenthey tried to pry them open.

On April 4, VanAllen Imple-
ment, Wheeler, was also broken
into and two computers plus cash
and some miscellaneous items
weretaken.

The undersheriff did not think
the two robberies were related.
Sheriff officers are still investi-
gating both crimes. A cell phone
taken from Van Allen’s was re-
covered in Colby but the rest of
theitemsare still missing.

HOW ‘BOUT AN EGG — Easter Bunny Janessa Nelsen gavelsaiah Leeapretty Easter
eggduringtheactivitieson Saturday.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Athletes
meet In
Sainty

By Betty Jean Winston

With the track season and the
school year both moving along at
rapid paced, it is now time for the
Indians to host the 36th annual St.
Francis Community High School
Invitational Track Meet.

Thecompetitionisscheduledfor
Tuesday afternoon with the fielc
eventsto begin at 3 p.m. Thisin-
cludes both the boys and girls shot
put, discus, long jump, triplejump,
high jump, polevault and javelin.

It is hoped that the weather will
cooperate, withwarmtemperatures
andcamwinds. EveninKansasthis
can happen.

A nicefield of participantsisex-
pectedwithinvitationsbeing sentto
high school athletes from Atwood,
Bethune, Brewster, Burlington,
Cheylin, Herndon, Hoxie, Idalia,
Oakley, Oberlin, Sharon Springs,
Triplains, Tribune, Weskan anc
Wray.

Prelims will be held in the high
and intermediate hurdles, the 100-
meter dash and the 200-meter dash
beginning at 3:45 p.m. The top six
finishersin these eventswill move
ontothefinalslater intheafternoon.
All running eventsare scheduledtc
begin at 4:45 p.m. with the girls
3200-meter runfirst ontheagenda.

“Itshouldbeagood mest,” Coach
Tim Lambert said. “ Therewill bee
lot of teams.”

First and second place team
plaqueswill beawardedin boththe
girlsand boysdivisionwithmedal
presented through fiveplacesinall
individual eventsand relays.

St. Francistracksters are hoping
to show new personal bestsin each
of their events. Sofar thisyear only
one school record has been broken
andthat wasat theHoxiemeet when
Kelsey Andrist threw adistance of
109feet, 2inchesinthejavelinto set
anew St. Francisrecord.

Car Committee making final plans for May 10 show

ByKaren Krien

The Cheyenne County Cruisers
members recently met to make the
final plansfor theCruiser Car Show
tobeheldonMay 10around Sawhill
Park in St. Francis.

Scott Schultz, chairman of the
committee, reportedthat theshowis
goingtobebigger thanlastyear with
vehicles coming from Thorton and
Sterling, Colo., aswell as Garden
City, Goodland and Benkelman.

“Wordisgettingout andthereare
already a number of entries that
werenot herelastyear,” Mr. Schultz
said.

Thisyear, therewill betwoblocks
on Main and Jackson streets and
those streets going north and south
inbetween. Bikesand skate boards
will be ban from the area so those
coming to the show will be assured
that therewill benodamagedoneto
their vehiclesandthoseviewerswill

not haveto deal withtheconfusion.

Thoseentering beforeMay 1 may
bethewinner of aset of tiresdonated
by Becker Tireand St. FrancisTire
and Service. However, entrieswill
betakenuptonoononMay 10with
the registration table opening at 9
am.

Throughout theday, therewill be
aPoker Walk, aswap meet, radio-
controlled cars(acrossthestreet on
the grade school playground),

Sainty Alumnicelebration
scheduled for June 21

By Karen Krien

The46thannual St. FrancisCom-
munity High School Alumni Re-
union will be held on June 21 (not
June 14).

Shirley Zweygardt, alumni coor-
dinator and secretary, said she has
had anumber of callsconfirmingthe
date and reminds all alumnus that
thecel ebrationisalwaysonthethird
Saturday of June.

Thisyear’ sslateof eventswill be
much like it was | ast year with the
dinner being moved from the park
tothehighschool. Theeveningwill
start with registration from5to 6
p.m. All alumni are to meet in the
gym by 6 p.m. and each class will
havetheir picturetaken.

Following pictures, abaked steak
dinner will be served in the cafete-
ria. Therewill not be adance held.
Honor classes are urged to make
plansfor the evening after themeal
has been served.

“Dueto lack of interest, no new
officerswere elected at last year's
reunion,” said Ms. Zweygardt. “So
far, | havebeenunableto put aPlan-
ning Committee together so | am
doing my best to organize the re-
union by myself.

“Hopefully, afew volunteerswill
step forward to help me set up and
takedowntablesand chairstheday
of thereunion.”

Classes honored at the 2003 re-
union are 1933, 1938, 1943, 1948,

1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973,
1978, 1983 and 1993. Alumni in
these classes will be directly con-
tacted with additional plans, if any.
Those not hearing from their class
chairman should makecontact with
them or Ms. Zweygardt.

Registrationsfor thealumni meal
need to bemade by June 16 by call-
ingMs. Zweygardt at 785-332-2286
or writing her at: Box 317, St.
Francis, KS67756. Thosewanting
their tickets mailed to them must
enclose a self-addressed stamped
envel opewiththeir remittance. Oth-
erwise, theticketswill be retained
and alumni may pick themupat the
registration desk thenight of there-
union.

ChickenBingo, a“blow-up” carand
thefinal awardsceremony.

Oneof themain eventsof theday
will be the parade of cars. At that
time, cars will parade down Main
Street and then up to the Good Sa-
maritan Village. The parade route
will be published nearer to the day
of theevent so peoplecantaketheir
lawnchairstotheroutetowatchthe
carsasthey goby. Thosewhowould
liketogotothepark and seethecars

but their health will not allow them
to walk that far will be happy to
know that there will be golf carts
availablejustfor their convenience.

Thesophomoreclasswill besell-
ing coffeeand rollsinthemorning,
the Chamber will host abarbecueat
noonand will havedrinksthrough-
out the day, and the Shriner’'s
Wagon will bethereto sell drinks,
popcorn and cotton candy.

To finish out the day, the

Fireman’sBall will beheld at Riv-
erside Recreation. The St. Francis
show isaone-day event and many
|ast two-days. Some of those show-
ing vehicleswill want to spend the
night and take advantage of all the
activities.

Next week, therewill bemorein-
formation about some of the cars
whichwill beinthe show and what
ittakestorestoresomeof the” beau-
ties.”

REP. J_ERRY MORAN greeted Connie Jenkins, R.N. during histour of the Cheyenne
County Hospital on Thursday morning. Rep. Moran isastrong supporter of Critical Ac-
cessHospitalswhich iswhat thecounty hospital is.

Herald staff photo by KarenKrien
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Blue Star banners indicate
family memberisinservice

The Blue Star Service Banners
arebeingdisplayedby familieswho
have aloved one serving in the
armedforcesincludingtheNational
Guardand Reservesof all military
departments. The banner shows
the family’s pride and reminds
others that these people serving
the country are preserving
America sfreedom.

The Blue Star Service Banner
was designed and patented in
1917 by World War | Army Capt.
Robert L. Queissner of the 5th
Ohio Infantry who had two sons
serving on the front line. It
quickly became the unofficial
symbol of achildintheservice.

The blue star represents one
family member serving in the
armed forces. A banner can have
uptofivestars, signifyingthat this
isthe number serving.

If theindividual symbolizedis
killed or dies while serving, the
star representing that individual
will have superimposed on it a
goldstar of smaller sizesothat the
blueformsaborder. Onflagsdis-
playing multiple stars, including
gold star, when the flags are sus-
pended asagainst awall, thegold
star(s) will be to the right of or

above the blue star(s), a place of
honor nearest the staff.
Wheretoget thebanners
The American Legionisrekin-
dlingthespirit of prideinthemili-
tary men and women following
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacksby pro-
viding bannerstofamiliesin com-
munities across the nation. Free
color downloads are available at

www.legion.org of the banners
and static cling versionsfor home
and automobile as well as label
pins. The American Legion also
hasaspecial BlueStar Banner Cor-
porateFlagfor government and cor-
porate America to show their sup-
port for employees called to active
duty inthewar against terrorism.

—— Book Review ——
TheCat WhoWent Up theCreek

Book review from
St. FrancisPublic Library
By Lilian Jackson Braun
Pickax’s favorite columnist,

JamesQuwilleran, isenjoyingabrief
vacationattheNutcracker Inn,inthe
nearby town of Black Creek -
though histwo Siamese, who prefer
thespaciousnessof their home, beg
todiffer. Atleastthemany squirrels
that havefreerein onthegroundsof
the inn provide some measure of
entertainment for Koko and Yum
Y um, while Qwill unearths | ots of
material for his book-in-progress,
Tall and Short Tales.

But thetranquillity of theplaceis
interrupted by the discovery of a

body floating down the creek - the
body of amanwho had beenaguest
attheinn. Andapossiblemotivefor
his murder is suggested when sev-
eral gold nuggets are found in his
possession. Might he have beeniil-
legally prospecting for gold in the
Black Forest Conservancy, or per-
haps beneath the creek? Seems
someoneel sewantedthat gold more
than hedid...

With her 24th Cat Who... mys-
tery, Lilian Jackson Braun once
again demonstrates why Qwill,
Koko, and Yum Yum are
purrmanent fixturesintheworld of
clever and crafty crime-solvers.

CLOSING

Continued from Page 1A
beinglost,” Ms. Leiker said. “It'sa
shame but there’ s not too much we
cando.”

“We are struggling to keep the
officesopen,” said Mr. Kohnle.

However, hesaidthat theclosing
of theofficeswasnot saving money
— thestaff wanted to becomemore
efficient. For the time being, the
Cheyenne County officeisopenon
Mondaysby apersontravelingfrom
Oberlin.

Theofficesinal but fivecounties
in northwest Kansas will be closed,
leaving those open in Goodland,
Colby, Great Bend, Hays and
Phillipsburg. CheyenneCounty resi-
dents will eventually need to make
contact with one of these offices.

Mr. Kohnle said that the service
officewill berequiringlessface-to-
face contact as federal law and
agency policies now make it pos-
sibleto serve many of the consum-
ersfromregional servicecenters.He
also stressed that citizens of the
county will not need to driveto an-
other Social Rehabilitation Service
office.

Therewill be atoll-free number
access and the staff is aware that
doing business over the telephone
can create some barriersto asmall
number of people. However, they
are beginning the process of devel-
oping new approachesin how they
assist peopleinfillingout formsand
explaining complex concepts over
thetelephone.

Peopleinneed cana souseacom-
puter astheserviceisnow devel op-
inganon-lineapplication. Theelec-
tronicbenefitsVision Card custom-
erswill now be ableto activate the
card over the phone instead of go-
ing to one of the offices.

Mr. Kohnle said that when it is
necessary, there will be in-person
contact at aplacethat isagreed upon.

RevaPownell, county Food Pan-
try coordinator, pointed out that
there are people in need of Social
Rehabilitation Serviceswho do not
have aphone. Mr. Kohnle said that
there will be local access placesin
the county where they can use the
800 number.

Mrs. Pownell said there are a
number of peopleinthecounty who
are not using the service because
they are too proud or do not know
how togoabout askingfor helpand,
by taking the office out of the
county, therewill be many of these
people who will “fall between the
cracks.”

Jane Brubaker, commissioner,
saidthatitisfortunatethat thecom-
munitiesaresmall and when some-
one needs help, there is generally
someonethereto help them.

Mrs. Powell said that what many
of thesepeopleneed, besidesfinan-
cia help,issomeonetotalkto. They
also do not have alot of self confi-
dence — they are not “forward”
enough.

Carla Lampe, St. Francis, said
that therewerepeoplewhowerenot
comfortablein using the phone.

Tina Elliott, representing the
county hospital, thought therewere
anumber of people who were un-
aware of the Social Rehabilitation
Servicesandtherewereanumber of
people who use their facility who
need help. Shesaid thehospital and
clinicwouldbegladto bean access
point.

County hasonly 4 per cent

Cheyenne County only repre-
sents4 percent of thepeoplegetting
help in the state of Kansas and, af-
ter asking for atotal, the staff came
upwith217 casesbeingservedinthe
county. Inthe 46 counties in west-
ernKansas, 11 percent of thepeople
aregettinghelpinthestate. Wichita,
which is not considered “western
Kansas,” has20percent of thecases.

Mrs. Leiker said that the “small
communities are getting ham-
mered” — they are not getting the
help they need and the peoplein
Topekadon't seemto care.

Mrs. Pownell said that those get-
ting financial help were constantly
getting cut, pointing out that Med-
icaidwill nolonger pay for eyecare
and glassesnor will they cover den-
tal care.

“What arethese peopl e supposed
to do? They don’'t have any money
topay for glassesor dental care,” she
said.

Shealsotold about anindividual
intownwhoissupposedto survive
with only $13infood stamps.

Mr. Kohnle said that with the
government’ scutsinchild care, the
costsof HealthWavepremiumsare
going up and thosewho paid $10to
$15 will now be paying $30 to $45
per child. And, if theparentisunable
to pay the premium, they will not
have health insurance.

Ever open again?

The question was asked if the
county office would ever open up
againoncethefinanceswerebetter.
Mr. Kohnleindicated that it would
not open again, saying that every
year there are more users lost —
“Wereally needtohaveanincrease
and that hasn’t been the pattern.”

It was pointed out that the Chey-
enne County office was only open
one day aweek. Mrs. Lampe said
that for many people, being open
only one day aweek was not real
visible— maybethereshould have
been something that would have
brought moreawarenesstothat fact.

Mrs. Pownell saidthatittook alot
of nervefor somepeopletoevengo
totheofficeand whenthey foundit
closed most of the time, they just
didn’t go back.

Futureplans

The Social Rehabilitation Ser-
vices representatives attending the
meeting said they would be devel-
opingbetter informationand putting
the information including applica-
tionswithaself-addressed envel ope
toreturntheapplication. Therewill
bepamphletswithfact sheets, fliers
and simple instructions on how to
completethe application process.

Therewill a1-800 number.

Whenneeded, thestaff will travel
and therewill be convenient meet-
ing places.

The service islooking for any
agency or placeof businesswilling
tohost an accesssitesothecitizens
of the community will continue to
accesstheneeded services. If inter-
ested, contact 785-628-1066 and
ask to speak with Mr. Kohnle or
send an email to
gsk@srskansas.org.

CLINIC

Continued from Page 1

last two weeks. However, the hos-
pital had needed $55,000 in board
fundsto make payroll.

For over ayear, the hospital ad-
ministrator and board have been
seeking individual sand businesses
whowouldliketo participateinthe
Community Servicetax creditspro-
gram. Thetax creditswill fund the
$300,000 hospital projectwhilegiv-
ingtax breakstothosewho choseto
participate.

The administrator said that there
isonly $30,000intax creditsleft to
be used and if county residentsand
businesspeoplewishto participate,
they need to call the hospital now
and commit to the number of tax
credits they want. Administrator
L acy saidthat hewasconfident that
thetax creditswould befilled.

Also concerning the hospital
projectwasthefact that thecity of St.
Francisiscoveringthecost of afire-
plug, transformer, primary and sec-
ondary conductorswhich are neces-
sary inthehospital remodeling. The
city crewwill alsobemaking primary
and secondary connections.

“Wehavehad excellent coopera-
tionfromthecity,” theadministra-
tor said.

Inother business

In other business:

e Theboard ismailing out letters
toeachindividual inthecounty ask-
ing that they support the hospital,
doctors, nursesand staff.

e The administrator and board
agreed help Crystal Murray through
the Nursing Scholarship Program.
Crystal, whoisastudentinnursing
at Colby Community College, will
come back to the county to work.

e The board treasurer, Mrs.
Neitzel reported she had put hospi-
tal buildingfundsinto certificatesof
deposit. The certificates are with
time limits which will allow with-
drawals without penalties but will
still be earning someinterest.

Areadirector’sreport

Jackie John, Great PlainsHealth
Allianceareadirector, went over the
financials with the board and re-
ported on Health Insurance Port-
ability and Accountability Actregu-
lationswhicharedealing primarily
with “privacy” of patients. Mrs.

John noted that peoplewill noticea
definitechangein how patients’ pri-
vacy ishandled... basically, unless
thepatient designatescertainpeople
toreceiveinformation, thehospital
will not releaseany.

Special hospital board
meeting

The Cheyenne County Hospital
Boardwill meetinspecial sessionat
2 p.m.on May 1intheboard meet-
ing room in the clinic basement
acrossthestreet fromthehospital in
St. Francis. The meeting has been
called to open the bids for the hos-
pital project. Themeetingwasorigi-
nally scheduledfor April 22 but the
administrator said that the bid date
had been extended in order to get
more bids. At 1:30 that same day,
former board members Leon
Brethower and Kelly Gienger will
berecognized.

Next regular meeting

The next regular meeting of the
board hasbeensetfor 7p.m.onMay
15intheboardroominthebasement
of theclinic.

CHECKIN’ HIS
BUFFALO
Colton Rethke,
center, is a part
owner of aherd of
buffalo north of
town. Others pic-
turedaregrandma
Patsy Rethke and
uncle Mike. On
Saturday, seven
buffalo had been
born and the next
day,therewerel4.
Interesting fact:
Colton’s dad Bill
said that buffalo
seldom calf during
bad weather.

Representative accepting
applications foracademies

Congressman Jerry Moranisac-
cepting applications for nomina-
tionstotheU.S. ServiceAcademies.
TheacademiesincludetheU.S. Air
Force Academy in Colorado
Springs; theU.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Md.; the U.S. Military
Academy in West Point, N.Y .; and
theU.S.Merchant MarineAcademy
inKingsPoint,N.Y . Thoseselected
will enter the academies in June
2004,

Selectionsare based on Scholas-
ticAptitudeTest (SAT) or America
College Test (ACT) test scores,
class rank, grade point average,

For Return
on Investment

The Direct Marketing Association (DMA),

In Iits Economic Impact Study says:

Newspaper advertising ‘expenditures to sales ratio’ for direct
marketing advertising in 2002 is ranked first in efficiency.”

Return on Investment

In simpler terms, advertising is an investment. You can extrapolate these

ratios to provide an average return on media marketing as such:
« Telephone Marketing $8.96

= Radio returns $7.10

e “Other” Media returns $5.95

= Television returns $5.87
Al

« Newspaper returns $14.13
e Direct Mail returns $12.97
» Magazine returns $10.20

school records, extracurricular ac-
tivities, leadership potential, moti-
vation, recommendations, and in-
terview evaluations. Applicants
must be legal residents of the state
of Kansas, atleast 17 yearsof agebut
not past their 23rd birthday on July
1 of theyear of admission, citizens
of theUnited States, unmarried, not
pregnant, and without legal obliga
tionto support children or other de-
pendents. The test scores are re-
quired.

If nominated by Congressman
Moran, the applicants then must
meet the individual admission re-

quirements of each academy. The
academieswill makethefinal deci-
siononwhowill receivean appoint-
ment of admission. Due to limited
placement, Congressman Moran
encouragesall interested candidates
to apply also to the offices of U.S.
Senators Pat Roberts and Sam
Brownback.

Interested applicantsshould send
aletter requesting application ma-
terials to: Congressman Jerry
Moran; Attn: ServiceAcademy Se-
lection, P.O. Box 1128, Hutchinson,
KS67504-1128.

%

Advertising is an investment in your business. And today to see
how we can help you grow call Claire at 785-332-3162

Che Saint Francis Hevald
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