Ground broken
for ethanol plan

By Jay Kelley

More than 100 people, includ-
ing Rep. Jerry Moran, turned out
for the groundbreaking of a new
ethanol plant in Campus, just a
few miles east of Oakley on
Thursday.

“Thisis more people than Cam-
pus has ever seen,” said Jeff
Tourleumke, one of the investors.
Mr. Tourleumke and Menlo corn
grower Brian Baalmanweretwo of
the board memberson hand for the
ceremony. Other board members
include Ben Dickman, Grinnell,
Dick Sterrett, Quinter and Bob
Casper, Wichita.

“We've raised about $20 mil-
lion,” Mr. Baalmansaid, addingthe
groupisfinancingtherest of the$41
million price tag for the plant.
Tourleumke said there were 563
stockholdersin the operation.

Mr. Baalman said they hopedto
have the plant up and running in
January, but their target date was
April 2004. Theplant isdesigned
to produce 30 million gallons per
year.

He added that the reason for the
size of the plant wasto take advan-
tage of tax breaks for plants under
30 million gallons capacity.

“They’ ve upped that to 60 mil-

Harold Ervin Raile

Dec. 15,1916 - April 11,2003

Harold grew up on the John
Raile farm outside of St. Francis
withhiseight brothersand sisters.

Atage20Haroldhadhiseyeon
apretty blond waitressat Angel’s
Cafeandthreeyearslater on Sept.
12, 1940, hemade Ninahisbride.

In 1942, during World War 11,
Harold enlisted in the U.S. Navy
andreceived hisradio operations
training at Great Lakes Naval
Base near Chicago. Ninajoined
him in Chicago prior to their
move to Philadel phia where he
was assigned to the U.S.S.
Princeton, an aircraft carrier
bound for the Pacific. The Japa-
nesebombed hisshipandit sunk
inshark-infested watersnear the
Philippines Islands. Harold sur-
vivedthesinking of thePrinceton
andwashonorably dischargedin
1945 after 3-1/2 yearsof service
to hiscountry.

St. Francis once again became
home to Harold and Ninawhen
they returnedto start their family
after thewar. Harold entered the
hardwarebusinessand served his
community inthat capacity until
hisretirementin 1979. Hewasa
devoted and loving father to his
two daughters, Coleen and
Monica.

The game of golf became afa
vorite pastime, and one could set
hisclock by Harold's 1 p.m. tee
timeat Riverside. It didn’t matter
how hottheday. Harold showed up
|ooking forward to another day on
the course trying, once again, to
“golf hisage’ (which hedid ona
number of occasions, by theway).
Ninaused to tease him about how
many times he went over that
bridgeonHoleNo. 2, andhe' dre-
ply, “too many to count.”

Dabblinginthestock market had
beenahobby foryears,andHarold
spentmany hoursat hisdesk chart-
ingthefluctuationsof hisportfolio.
Laterinlifehelearned moreabout
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lion,” he added, “but we have the
capacity for expansion here.”

Mr. Baalman said the reason for
the plant was to add value to agri-
culture.

“Yougottoaddvauetotheprod-
uctto stay alive.”

Rep. Moran told those in the
crowd, “It is great to see an indi-
vidually owned project likethisin
western Kansas.” He also agreed
with Baalman that adding valueto
increasethe price of farm products
was smart business.

He also said his priority was to
help western rural areas maintain
their way of life and projects like
thiswereagreat way to dothat, cit-
ing 30to40jobsoperatingtheplant
andthemoney it will bringintothe
area.

Kansas Rep. Ralph Ostmeyer,
Grinnell, said theplant was* oneof
thebetter thingsthat hashappenedin
ourcommunity.” Hea sopraised Mr.
Tourleumke and the other board
membersfor their “ persistence.”

Rep. Larry Powell, Kalvesta, was
also on hand. “We're looking at
doing thisin Hodgeman County,”
hesaid.

Powell said he wanted to con-
gratulate the board on their hard
work in raising the funds during

Thursday, April 24, 2003

[ ) 5

A DELEGATION FROM Clby Community College attends a ground breaking ceremony
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for anew ethanol plant east of Oakley.

such hard economic times.
Sen. Stan Clark, Oakley, also

paid off.
“There were a couple of guys
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tent. Hopefully thiswill lead to a
much stronger economy in our

said the persistence of the board who had an idea and were persis- area,” Sen. Clark said.

gardening and enjoyed watching
hiscorngrow.

Harold was an active and long-
time member of the E.U.B. and,
later the United Methodist Church
in St. Francis. After afour-year
battle with illness, he peacefully
died at Cheyenne County Hospital
with Nina, Coleen, and Monicaat
hisside.

Heissurvived by hiswifeof 62-
1/2 beautiful years, Nina; his
daughter, Coleen Applegate and
her husband, Roge, and their chil-
dren, Ginaand Jason; hisdaughter,
MonicaGeocaris,andher husband,
John, andtheir children, Alexisand
Michael; hisbrother, Bill; andsis-
ters, KatherineNewman, LeilaHilt
andher husband, Walter; andAlice
Pulliam, and her hushand, George.

Haroldisprecededindeathby his
parents, John and Katherine; his
infant son, Rodney; his brothers,
Joe, G.J.,andAlbert, and hissister,
CarolinaSchlepp.

“Asyou look down on us from
heaven, Dad, we hopeyou redlize
how muchwelovedyouandknow
how muchyouprofoundly touched
andenrichedthelivesof thosewho
hadtheprivilegeof knowingyou.”

Memorials requests. Cheyenne
County Hospital, United Method-
ist Church, or the charity of your
choice.

The funeral service was held
April 15 at the United Methodist
churchin St. Francis with Pastor
Nel Holmesofficiating.

Honorary pallbearers include
MarvinRaile, RubenHilt, Delmer
Raile, Dale Raile, Clifford, Raile,
Albert Burr, Bob Zweygardt,
Leonard Ochsner, Carl Hendricks,
DaveRoberson, Bob Jones.

Casket bearers were Mike
Geocaris, JasonApplegate, Johnny
Lampe, DennisOrth, VerlinRaile,
Melvin Schlepp.

Interment wasinthe St. Francis
Cemetery.

Knodel Funeral Home wasin
charge of arrangements.

By Dorthy Mast

A*“goahead” spiritwasthetrait
that supposedly distinguished the
American from other peoples of
theworldtoday traceabletohisor
her experiencesin history.

Thefrontier appealed to the se-
cure, the contemplative and the
cautious than to the restless, the
men of action and the venture-
some; thosewhotraded theknown
comforts for the hazards of the
unknown were men and women
who were willing to gamble
against nature for the chance of
self betterment.

Among theseresolutemenwere
fivebrothers. They wereMoritz J.,
Gustave J., Charles J., Edward J.
and Theodore J. Kerndt.

These brothers were reared in
Lansing, Allamakee County,
lowa. Theparental lineagewasout
of Marklesse, Germany, behind
thelron Curtain.

All five brothers moved to the
newly formedtownof Bird Cityin
1885. CharlesKerndt becamethe
first postmaster of Bird City. Ed-
wardJ. Kerndt devel opedabranch
mercantile store in Atwood and
later became a merchant in St.
Francis.

CharlesJ.Kerndtlater movedto
McDonald. TheodoreJ. Kerndt re-
turned to Lansing, lowa. Gustave
J. Kerndt becamethemain propri-
etor of the Kerndt Mercantile in
Bird City. Materialsand supplies
for the Kerndt Mercantile were
hauled by team and wagon from
Benkelman, Neb., (the nearest
railroad).

In June of 1885 the Kerndt
brothers had built a 20-by-30
foot building and put in a small
stock of merchandise. By July 1,
1885, before the floor was fin-
ished thestorewasopenfor busi-
ness. The Fourth of July, 1885,
wasacelebration of the event of
the new windmill for water. A
dance was held in the Kerndt
Mercantilewhen only onehalf of
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the floor was laid and there were
only threeladiesin attendance.

TheKerndt Mercantiledealtin
nearly everything necessary for
meeting the residents needs such
as general merchandise, hard-
ware, implements and grain for
livestock.

From the windmill pipes were
laid to the Kerndt Mercantile,
Slover’ shoarding shack, threereal
estateofficesandthehydrantwhere
man and beast could quench their
thirst.

The Kerndt family had living
quarters above the store until they
builtaframehouseintheblock west
of the store. Thisframe house till
stands.

Themercantilestorewaslocated
inblock 28; lots21 and 22 onfourth
street. Thefirst post office waslo-
cated in the Kerndt Mercantile
store.

Due to failing health “ Gus”
Kerndt sold the mercantile to
Alonzo E. Wylder and J.A.
VanDorenin1905. About 1920the
storewaspurchased by theHarrison
Mercantile Company of St. Francis
Thebuilding burned downin 1926
and was replaced by abrick build-
ing.

The“Gus” Kerndt family con-
sisted of his wife, Clara, daugh-
ters Alwine (died at age 6),
Martha and Bertha. Gustave J.
Kerndt passed away in 1912, |eav-
ing Clara a widow. Many resi-
dents have fond memories of

Any Store.

Echoes of the South WIind

Clara, Martha and Bertha. The
pioneer spirit of the Kerndt fam-
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Board
asks for
support

By Karen Krien

TheCheyenneCounty residentswill
soon bereceiving aletter fromthehos:
pital board asking that each and every
person support the hospital, doctors,
nursesandhospital saff by keepingthelr
medica needsinthecounty.

The board feels that everytime
individual susethehospital, clinics
anddoctors, thepeoplearenot only
helpingtokeepthefacilitiesupand
running but they arealsohelpingthe
boardtorely onlesstaxes.

“We would ask that you give
these people the opportunity tc
serve you and your family, they
work extremely hardandwouldlike
the opportunity to earn your trust
and respect,” theletter says.

The board also enourages each
patient who uses the facilities to
follow upontheservicesothey can
continuetoimprove.

Whentheletter comes, everyone
is encouraged to read it and when
they needmedical care, they shoul o
line up an appointment with the
Cheyenne County Clinic.

ily ispart of the valued history of
Bird City.

Traveling string
band performs

Presented by the Western Plains
Arts Association, The Alferd
Packer Memorial String Band per-
formsalively, engaging stageshow
thatinvolvestheaudience, joyously
in their own musical traditions.
1870s costuming and raucous hu-
mor compliment these accom-
plished musician’ sperformancesof
old-timestringband, bluegrass, and
Americanfolk music.

The Alferd Packer Memorial
String Bandissix multi-instrumen-
talistssinging, and playingfiddles,
banjo, guitars, mandolin, ham-
mered dulcimer, accordion , bass,

shotgun and washboard. Their in-
fectious good humor and high en-
ergy leave no toe untapped. They
will appear Sunday, April 27 at 3
p.m. at the Quinter High School
auditorium. Admission at the door
will beby Western PlainsArtsAs-
sociation season passes, or tickets
at thedoor.

The Alferd Packer Memorial
String Band is presented by the
Kansas Touring Programs and i<
presentedinpart by theK ansasArts
Commission, a state agency, anc
the National Endowment for the
Arts, afederal agency.

———Bumper Stickers ——

» Horn broken. Watch for finger.

* Y our kid may be an honors stu-
dent, but you'restill anidiot.

* All generalizationsarefal se.

 Cover me. I’m changing lanes.

« | brakefor no apparent reason.

 Out of my mind. Back in five
minutes.

*I’mnotasthink asyoudrunk | am.

* Forget about World Peace...Vi-
sualize using your turnsignal .

Any Restaurant.

One MasterCard

Now available at:

First Madonal Bank

Bird City, Colby, Goodland,

Kirk, Oberfin, Quinter,

sharon Springs & St Francis

Haigler » 308-297-3223 =P RI VM&#H-

RATIONAL BANK
www.fnb.com
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* We have enough youth, how
about afountain of Smart?

*Hewholaughslastthinksd owest.

« L ottery: A tax onpeoplewhoare
bad at math.

*|t1Sasbadasyouthink, andthey
ARE out to get you.

» Time iswhat keeps everything
from happening at once.

e Change is inevitable, except
from avending machine.

Instant Issue
No Application
No Waiting

No Age Limit

The perfect
gift for every
occassion.

Use it anywhere

MasterGard

Is accepted -
Internet or
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