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SIXTH GRADE PROMOTION brough

through thegym tothestage.

tforth every student decoratingatablewith thehigh-
lightsof their gradeschool life. Her e Shawn Warren, Sam Sower sand L ogan L ampeadmiring
one of their classmatestable. Below: Jonie Pevler along with David Meyer maketheir way
Herald staff photosby Lezlie Hilt

39 move up to junior high

By Karen Krien

There were 39 sixth grade stu-
dentspromotedtotheseventhgrade
on Tuesday evening.

They marched in to “ Trumpet
Tune” played by Jean Ann Confer.
The songs, “Personal Code” and
“Let’sNot Forget” weresung by the
sixth graders and then the students
told what they were planning to be
whenthey grew up. Someof thestu-
dents plans were: Chase Barnhart
wantstobeaherbitol ogist andwork
withalligators; SidneeCrabtreeand
Taryn Richard want to be dentists;
Alex Jordan plansto beabasketbal |
player; Trevor Hilt wantsto be a
carpenter; and both Tyler Larson
and Dalton M cFarland arelooking
forwardto being radio announcers.
Each student had aplan for the fu-
ture.

Awardswerepresented by teach-
ers Bruce Swihart and Julie
Wolters. The presentation of the
certificatesweremadeby principal
Larry Gabel.

Earning Presidents Academic
Awardswere CaraHunt, Sam Sow-
ers, Elizabeth Gienger and Sidnee
Crabtree. Samwasa soawarded the
Vocabulary Award.

Thosepromotedtoseventhgrade
were: Chase Barnhart, Kimberly
Church, SidneeCrabtree, Courtney
Douthit, Jonathon Finley, Scott
Ford, Elizabeth Gienger, Sarah
Guthmiller, Tiffany Henderson,

Trevor Hilt, Andrea Holzwarth,
CaraHunt, Talon Jones, Alexander
Jordan, Taylor Kennedy, Lacey
Kibel, Trent Kinen, Logan Lampe,
Tyler Larson, Chelsea Lawson,
Dalton McFarland, David Meyer,
Tyler Miller, Lance Owens, Jesse
Pacheco, JamiePevler, Joni Pevler,
Taryn Richard, Jacob Riedel,
Samuel Sowers, Brennan Van
Allen, Kimberly Voeller, Shawn
Warren, Matthew Whitmore,
Candice Wiese, Hailey Woodcox,
Ashley Zweygardt, Ethan
Zweygardt, Garrett Zweygardt.

——Students Graduate——
Colby Community College

Three hundred fifty-five degree
and certificate candidatesat Colby
Community College were eligible
to participate in the 38th annual
commencement ceremony held on
Saturday, May 17 at the Colby
Community Building.

Those students from Bird City,
McDonald and St. Francis who
wereeligibleto participateinclude:

Associate of Arts degree:
Cynthia Howard, Brandee Mears
from McDonald; Nathan Fiala,
Jody Gienger, Amy Rieger and
Michael Woltersfrom St. Francis.

Oneyear
old boy
enjoystrip

Joshua Montoya celebrated his
first birthday May 5 with atrip to
SeaWorld in San Antonio, Texas.
His mom and dad are Nick and
Michele Montoyaof Kyle, Texas.

Hisgrandparents, Pete and Judy
Montoya, also went to SeaWorld.

Associate in Y
Science degree: “
B ri an [ &
Holzwarth,
Joshua Moberly, Jared

Sowers and Uriah Williams of St.
Francis.

Associatein General Studiesde-
gree: Luke Linin and Jordan Sow-
ersof Bird City; Niki Burmester of
McDonald and Elizabeth Gabel and
Shirley Ridensof St. Francis.

One-Year Certificates: Annie
Dulany of Bird City

Dental Hygiene: AshleeCrabtree

Montoya

Couplecelebrates
60 year of marriage

Thefamily and friendsof Shorty
and Betty Kahler plan to celebrate
the60th anniversary of theKahlers
on Saturday, June7,from2to5p.m.
inWichita. Thecelebrationwill be
held at The Elks Club at 33rd and
Broadway inWichita. They extend
awelcometo al whowouldliketo
jointhemforthemusicandfun! The
family will be staying overnight at
North Rock Suites (7856 E. 36th
Street North - of f of Rock Road) and
also plansto have achurch service

thefollowing Sunday morningat 10
am., alsoat TheElksClub. Every-
oneiswelcometojointhemfor the
praise and worship, too!

For moreinformation, pleasecall
Jane Boys at (785) 630-1129 or
Mark andKitKrehbiel at (620) 397-
5528 (or cell, June 6 through 8,
(620) 397-3630.

Cardsmay besenttothemincare
of Jane Boys, 611 Oak, Wamego,
KS 66547 as they will be visiting
therelater.

Teacher honored for 25 years
service to students, schools

By Karen Krien

Twenty-fiveyearsago thiscom-
ingfall, BruceSwihartandhisbride
Shirley arrivedin St. Francisto be-
gin their teaching careers. This
spring, Mr. Swihart received acer-
tificatefromtheUniversity of Kan-
sas School of Education recogniz-
ing himfor 25 years of teaching.

Mr. Swihart beganteachinginthe
fourth grade and Mrs. Swihart
taught third grade. Whentheir fam-
ily began arriving, Mrs. Swihart
stayed at homefor several years.

Mr. Swihart taught fourth grade
for three years and he then moved
to sixth grade where he has been
ever since. He likes teaching sixth
gradersand, at thetime, thought it
was the right grade for him as he
enjoyedworkingwiththeolder stu-
dents, but in recent years, he said
that he would not mind if he were
moved to teach alower grade.

He said the highlights of his
teaching career aremany but at the
top of the list are the people he
works with, specifically co-teach-
ersRobinBurrand JulieWoltersas
well as principal Larry Gabel and
superintendent Carl Werner.

“They aregreat people,” hesaid.

Other highlights have been the
students, especially those who are
really goodfriends. Therewerealso
the trips to Estes Park where he,
along with other teachers and par-
ents, sponsored fifth gradersin a
|earning experience that most say
was one of their most memorable
timesin grade schooal.

“We always have fun (on the
EstesPark trip) and | have enjoyed
beingwith studentsand the parents
who go,” hesaid.

Liked goingtowork

“l have always liked going to
work!” Mr. Swihart said.

Through the years, he has seen
a change in kids as well as a

changein society.

“We haveto deal with moreand
different kindsof problemsthat we
didn't have 25 yearsago,” hesaid.

His favorite subject to teach is
social studies becauseit covers so
many areasincluding history, geog-
raphy, government, economicsand
even science.

Thelow moments of teachingis
when former studentsdie.

“I havededtwiththemdailyforayear
(ninemonths) andl havejustfoundtheir
desthstobetragic,” hesad.

Opportunitiesprovided

Being ateacher has opened op-
portunitiestoMr. Swihartthat heis
not sure would have been open to
him before. He has become in-
volvedintheKansas Geographical
Alliance, astateaffiliateof National
Geographic. Here he has learned
more about geography by going to
various classes and seminars.
Through his attendance and inter-
est, he has become a*“teacher con-
sultant in geography.”

Hehasal so used the Soil Conser-
vation Serviceasaresourceand has
enjoyedworkingwith Joan Gienger
and the other people in her office.
Each year, the staff takes the sixth
graderson atour showing the con-
servation measures used through
the county.

Several years ago, Mr. Swihart
wasawarded the Cheyenne County
Conservation Teacher of the Y ear,
ahonor that isseldom given.

In 1995, he was selected for a
Fulbright-Hayesstudy tour of Rus-
sia. Hewasoneof 12 chosen out of
over 50 other people and wasgone
six weeks. He said he thought that
thetour wasnot only interesting but
educational. Helearned about Rus-
sian culture and history and found
itto bean experienceof alifetime.

Not quitting
Mr. Swihart may have 25 years

Swihart

teaching under his belt but that
doesn’t mean heisplanningtoquit.

“No, | am going to continue
teaching,” hesaid.

“1 cametoliveinthiscommunity
and have planted roots here that
haveintertwined.

“My kidshavebeen abletogota
school here and there has been ¢
great support of thecommunity anc
board of education.”

He noted that he feels that the
board hasmadegood decisionsand
the community generally supports
itsefforts.

“| feel that, together (community
and board), they have enabled the
school tobeoneof thebetter places
of education,” hesaid.

Mrs. Swihart, after taking a few
years off, has come back to teach
kindergarten. The Swiharts have
threechildren: Ben, whoisafresh-
man at Trinity International Uni-
versity in Deerfield, 1., Seth will
beajunior at St. Francis Commu-
nity High School and Addiewill be
afreshman.

OnWednesday, Mr. Swihart was
preparingtogotoDenver wherehe
would have knee surgery but was
looking forwardtogettingit over so
he would be back in shape for the
new school year.
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Are you covered?
AUTO, HOME, LIFE,
MEDICAL, CROP

209 W. Washington,
St. Francis, KS 67756
785-332-2898 FAX 785-332-3155

I Independent
Insurance
Agent,

FREWEN
INSURANCE
AGENCY

com

Office: (785) 332-2108
Fax: (785) 332-3121
Residence: (785) 332-8952

frewenins@cityofstfrancis.net

Kelly L. Frewen, CLU, ChFC, CIC

PO BOX 987

ST. FRANCIS, KS 67756

Mike's

puters

*Repairs =Software Support « Net Working = Web Design

I Independent
Insurance
Agent,

FREWEN
INSURANCE
AGENCY

Dr. R.K. Driver

Optometrist
110 W. 10th
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-3654

Closed Wed. afternoon and all day Sat.
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AUTO GLASS REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

Office: (785) 332-2108

Residence: (785) 332-8952

frewenins@cityofstfrancis.net

Fax: (785) 332-3121

Mike Frewen

PO BOX 987
ST. FRANCIS, KS 67756

785-854-7674
1-888-247-5153
Fax 785-854-7675

FRANK & PAULINE KAISER
Owners

P.O. Box 93

Long Island, Kansas 67647

Buy, Sell and Trade New & Used
Computers and Peripherals

=Very reasonable prices
=Onsite service

785-734-2007

www.mikecanhelp.com

An Authorized Independent Franchise

Dr. D.F. Schnee

Optometrist
601 E. Hwy. 24
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-5501
or 1-800-864-4612

REPAIR
REPLACEMENT
MOBILE SERVICE




