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New windmill promotion approved

Rail lane causes traffic delays

ANN BIRNEY gave the program after the banquet during the
weekend of the Stearman Fly-In.          Photo courtest of Erin Neitzel

Helen Marie Elliott
Helen Marie (Weddle) Elliott,

91, wife of Clark Elliott, died on
June 3, 2003, at her home in
Littleton, Colo. She was born Dec.
12, 1911, at Plymouth, Mo. Helen
graduated from Idalia School in
1929.

Funeral services were held at
University Church of Christ on Sat-

urday, June 7 with Reverend David
Thurman officiating. Pallbearers
were George Kovach, Douglas
Cook, Curt Burton, Brad Yongue,
Tim Elliott and Ray Hatch. Burial
was at Fairmont Cemetery in Den-
ver.

Cards of sympathy may be
mailed to Clark Elliott, 5922 S.
Birch, Littleton, CO 80121.

Obituary

Class of 1943
The class  of  1943 with 49

graduates held their 60th re-
union celebration at the senior
center from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday. Twenty-one classmates
spent time reminiscing and vis-
iting.

Those attending were Dora
Ludwig Knapp,  Bur l ington;
Darlene Zimbelman Schultz,
Neosha, Mo.; Alice Rae Miller
Felker and son, Sacramento,
Calif.; Joy Rae Hunter and son
Chuck, Saginaw, Mich.; Betty
Rai le  Meads  and  daughte r
Denise Kay, Indianopolis, Ind.;
Lila Ruth Finley Oster, Boulder,
Colo . ,  and  daughte r  L inda
Baker,  Arvada,  Colo. ;  Andy
Denison, Minneola; Glenn and
Vernie Anderson Combellick,

Lit t leton,  Colo. ;  Robert  and
Doris Duncan Dallon, Bristol,
Conn.; Glenn and Alice Cook
Ballinger, Atascobero, Calif;
Bob and Opal Brown Phillips,
Manhattan;  Ed and Marjorie
Thomas  Kadhub ,  Windsor ,
Colo.; Clifford and Yvonne Juhl
Sexson, Grant, Neb.; Albert and
Bess ie  Hal ley  Burr ,  Jess ie
Hal ley  Schie lds ,  Hat t i e
Poul ignot  Ter ry ,  Joyce
Carmichael Wiley, Dulcie Rath
Henderson ,  Ben  Andr i s t ,
Wendell Kite and Darlene Boll
Feikert, all of St. Francis.

After attending the banquet at
the high school, more visiting
was done at the senior center.
On Sunday, many of the group
had breakfast together at the
Windmill Restaurant.

After dedicating a new $8.59
million bridge across the Repub-
lican River west of Scandia, the
U.S. 36 Highway Association
members approved a windmill
promotion which they hope will
draw traffic to the northern Kan-
sas route.

Meeting June 13 at the Scandia
Community Center, the associa-
tion also discussed a feasibility
study which would look into the
possibility of developing U.S. 36
into a four-lane highway.

They heard reports about cur-
rent U.S. 36 construction and
maintenance by district engineers
from the Kansas Department of
Transportation. In addition, a re-
port about highway financing was
presented during the lunch hour
by Jim McLean, a special assis-
tant to Transportation Secretary
Deb Miller.

Mr. McLean said the depart-
ment was a little behind on money
with the continuing state budget
crisis, but the secretary thinks
they can complete the core
projects in the current highway
plan. The agency is operating with
a $447 million deficit in the 10-
year program at present, he said,
and a larger deficit would cause
problems.

“Next year is decision time,”
Mr. McLean said. “If you support
the highway program, legislators
need to hear from you now.”

Next year is the year when Kan-
sas will determine whether the
present road program continues,
he said.

President Steve Haynes of
Oberlin led the dedication cer-
emony near the east approach to
the new concrete bridge as a
crowd of about 100 people
watched.

The group heard brief remarks
by Second District  Engineer
Donald Drickey of Salina, who
said “this was a much-needed
project, in our estimation.”

State Sen. Janis Lee of
Kensington praised Governors
Mike Hayden and Bill Graves for
developing the state’s highway
program, and thanked transporta-
tion officials for their work and
dedication.

The U.S. 36 bridge was com-
pleted in the fall and is in use.
Traffic was traveling across it as
Sen. Lee cut the ceremonial rib-
bon. Then members and guests
enjoyed a steak dinner at Scandia
Community Center.

Rep. Jerry Moran intended to be
present for the bridge dedication,
but missed the ceremony because
of an airport flight delay.

State officials present included
Sen. Lee, a Democrat from
Kensington, and Reps. Clay
Aurand of Courtland, John Faber
of Brewster, and Sharon Schwarz
of Washington, all Republicans.

During their afternoon meeting,
association members decided to

move forward in promoting the
highway as a route of windmills.
This idea was suggested by Smith
Center Mayor Larry Brown dur-
ing the U.S. 36 fall meeting in
Smith Center.

As chairman of the windmill
committee, Penny Zeller of Sen-
eca suggested a slogan, “Ride the
Wind on U.S. 36 . . . Travel the
Trail of the Windmills.”

The group approved her sug-
gestion of signs carrying this mes-
sage, with markers along the route
wherever windmills are located.
They will incorporate a picture of
a windmill and the U.S. 36 shield
logo.

Cy Moyer of Phillipsburg said
he had researched the cost of large
signs at the Missouri and Colo-
rado borders which would invite
travelers to take the road. The
group authorized him to proceed
with one or two 8-by-20-foot
signs carrying the windmill theme
at a cost of $2,000 to $2,500 each.

Mayor Brown reported infor-
mation about a six-county High-
way 50 expressway study that was
completed in the area around
Dodge City and Garden City. He
learned that the commissioners of
six counties in that area had paid
the $42,000 cost of that study.

President Haynes said the U.S.
36 Highway Association should

move ahead with a four-lane fea-
sibility study for their route across
northern Kansas.

With extremely heavy traffic on
Interstate 80 to the north, he
pointed out, many travelers are
searching for a less-congested
route and U.S. 36 could benefit
from that. In addition, he said the
people of northern Kansas de-
serve better roads.

While no money would be
available for some time, Mr.
Haynes said this study should be
completed and presented to the
state so that U.S. 36 would be in
line for funds in the future.

“We need a plan or we won’t get
anything,” he said.

Mr. Haynes urged the directors
to find active members for the
association’s board. The group
also heard and discussed an idea
for a 400-mile garage sale along
their Kansas route, which could
draw a great deal of traffic.

The current officers were re-
elected. They include Jim

The U.S. Highway 36 Asso-
ciation heard reports from high-
way officials about projects
along the route during its annual
meeting last week in Scandia.

Roy Rissky of Topeka, district
engineer in Topeka for the Kan-
sas Department of Transporta-
tion, highlighted U.S. 36 projects
in northeastern Kansas.

The largest is a $45 million
project at Marysville, now under
way, which includes a new
bridge over the railroad and the
Blue River. This is a cooperative
venture between the state, the
Union Pacific Railroad, and the
Army Corps of Engineers.

The rail line there caries 70 to
80 long trains a day, and this had
resulted in major delays for U.S.
36 traffic. The project includes
levee work and moving the rail-
road tracks.

Mr. Rissky described seven
other projects which are planned
between Marysville and the Mis-
souri state line. These involve in-
terchanges, new road align-
ments, grade separations, over-
lay work, and a four-lane section
from Troy to Wathena.

The District 2 report for north-
central Kansas was presented by
District Engineer Donald
Drickey of Salina.

Mr. Drickey described a $4.6
million project covering 6.4 miles
west of Mankato in Jewell County.
It includes surface rehabilitation,
spot grading, and replacing the
Limestone creek bridge.

Another Jewell County project
will be 9 miles of surface reha-
bilitation east of Mankato’s city
limit at a cot of $4.89 million. A
third project includes curb and
gutter, storm sewer and inlets at
Mankato, 0.25 mile long and
costing $189,628.

Washington County projects in-
clude overlay and bituminous seal
from about one mile west of the U.S.
36/K-148 junction to the Washing-
ton/Marshall County line, and seal
from the east edge of Washington
to the vicinity of the U.S. 36/K-148
junction.

Next year, Mr. Drickey said, the
department would resurface the
west end of the four-lane highway
west of Marysville, lay 1-inch over-
lay in Washington County, and fill
ruts on the highway into Washing-
ton.

The northwest Kansas report was
given by District Engineer Chriss B.
McDiffett of Norton. The 2003
projects include the replacement of
the Norton railroad bridge at a cost
of $5.6 million, and overlay from
West Street in Norton to the east
county line.

Projects for 2004 include seal
from the west junction of K-27 to its
east junction through St. Francis, a
seal from the west Decatur County
line to Oberlin; and a major modi-
fication from the west junction of
K-383 into Norton.

Mr. McDiffett added that little
was planned for Phillips and Smith
counties, as that stretch of highway
has received overlays in recent
years. He pointed out that, in Smith
County, the state has helped plant
highway windbreaks in partnership
with landowners and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.

The sources of state highway funds
were listed by Mr. McDiffett—with
the major income being 32.1 percent
from the fuels tax, 22.2 percent from
federal funds, 11 percent from vehicle
registrations, 9.2 percent from the
sales tax, and lesser amounts from
other sources.

President Steve Haynes recalled
that the U.S. 36 Association board
met with Colorado highway offi-

cials about five years ago. Since
then, he said, Colorado has and
rebuilt the highway all the way to
Last Chance.

“They’ve done a section every
year, and have done a good job
for us,” Mr. Haynes added.
“There are more Kansas tags
than Colorado tags on that road.”

He noted that most of U.S. 36
in Missouri has been converted
to four lanes, with the exception
of a 65-mile gap. No report was
available for the Illinois section
of the highway.

The federal highway situation
was described by Brian Low, a
new federal highway official in
Topeka. He said recently trav-
eled U.S. 36 and reported lots of
resurfacing in Illinois. He noted
that the Hannibal-to-Macon sec-
tion in Missouri was not good;
and said Kansas was ahead of
Missouri in repairing roads.

Mr. Low described the prob-
lems that Congress faces in fund-
ing highway work, and added
that federal funds make up about
30 percent of the Kansas high-
way budget. Safety is the highest
federal priority, he said. A high-
way isn’t guaranteed more funds
because it is a part of the Federal
Highway System, he added.

Sen. Janis Lee reported that the
Kansas Legislature has a strong
dedication to transportation, and
felt that highway funding was
OK. The demands for education
and Medicaid funds have in-
creased, she said, and this has
hurt other programs. With de-
clining state revenues, there is
competition for highway dollars,
Sen. Lee pointed out, but the
Legislature has a dedication to
transportation. she hopes these
problems will be alleviated by a
rebound in he economy.

Stanley L. Carlock was hon-
ored on Friday, June 13 by the
U.S. Corps of Engineers at En-
gineers’ Day in Omaha, Neb.
The Corps inducted Stanley into
its Gallery of Distinguished Ci-
vilian Employees.

Car lock  i s  a  g radua te  o f
Haigler High School and the
University of Nebraska.

Man credited

Alumni Gatherings

Offering “matchrite” computer paint matching
• We can match any brand of paint or color

• We can remix or change already
tinted paints

• We offer virtual customer
painting, the customer can change

the colors of their house or a certain
room using our

computer, letting the customer feel
certain about their paint choices

• We offer accent matching–the customer can pick from
several trim or accent colors to match a certain base

or main color
• We will continue to offer the Valspar paint
line, which has been supplying paint since
1806. Valspar paint has been rated #1 in

“consumer reports” paint tests for
several years.

• We will have expanded paint and
painting acessories inventory for all your painting

projects and needs.

Tri-State Lumber
“Paints Plus”

Will be open Friday, June, 20 at
8:00 a.m. for all your painting and

redecorating needs.

(785) 332-2500 • 204 N. Quincy • St. Francis, KS

Stop In and See Our New Paint Store, See What We Can Do For You!

St. Francis • 785-332-2113 Haigler • 308-297-3223

St. Francis Equity

Erickson of Scandia, who orga-
nized the Friday meeting, vice-
president;  Mr. Moyer of
Phillipsburg, executive vice-
president;  and Bonnie
Youngquist of Kensington, secre-
tary.

Next fall’s board meeting will
be hosted by Phillipsburg, and the
2004 annual spring meeting is
scheduled at Hanover.


