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arents argue board’s booth policy

By LezieHilt

Around eight parents of Lawn Ridge 4-
H Club members met with the Cheyenne
County Fair Board at the July 4 meeting.
Theclub’ sfood booth wasthe center of the
discussion and following discussion, the
board voted that the club could continue
withtheir plans.

The parents wanted to know the fair
board’ spositionastowhether or not theclub
could have other groups help in their food

booth duringthefair. Rex Murray, spokes-
man for thegroup, explainthat in previous
years several alumni members of the club
had hel ped out at fair and theclub members
and parentsdid not seethedifferenceinhav-
ingthe St. FrancisCommunity High School
junior class help as severa of thejunior’s
parents or the junior themselves are aso
aumni of theclub.

Theclub members' planisfor thejunior
class to help run the food stand on Friday

night when 4-H’ ers are busy with the pre-
miumsale. TheLawnRidgeClubwill make
adonation to the after-prom party.
President Dick Bursch said that he had
several callsconcerningtheclub’ swilling-
nesstol et other peopl eand/or organizations
helpinthebooth asaway of making money
and that therewas aclassin Bird City that
would alsoliketo help asamoney maker.
Theclubmembers’ parentssaidthat they
may need the help next year and would be

willingtolet other groupshelpif theclub’'s
membership did not increase and they
needed the help. They said that, in the fu-
ture, the groups would be responsible for
comingtotheclub and expressing their in-
terestin helping.

President Burschfeltlikethiswasinvio-
|ation of theleasewhich statesthat theclub
isto runthefood booth and if they cameto
the point that they could no longer run the
booththat board could then put thebooth up

for leaseto other groups. Theclub members
said that they were still running the booth
asthey werestill orderingand payingfor the
supplies and there would be Lawn Ridge
members in the booth at all times, so it
wasn't likethey wereleasing it out — they
werejust having someothershel p, thesame
asthefair board membersusevolunteers.

Theboard then voted that the club could
do asthey had planned.

Harvest
winds
down

By Karen Krien

It took about two weeksand
thewheat harvestin Cheyenne
County isamost compl ete.

Rita Stephens, who lives
south of St. Francis, remarked
that it wasn’t great compared
to the bumper crops several
years ago but it was sure bet-
ter than last year’ s crop.

TimBurr, manager of the St.
Francis Equity, thought that
many of the farmers were a
little disappointed in the
yields, noting that there were
several problemsthisyear.

“The heat hit at the wrong
time and therains came at the
wrongtimes,” hesaid. “We're

still paying for the last two

yearsof drought andtherejust
isn’t the sub-soil moisture.”
Pricesare not good. Infact,
prices are under loan levels
making L oan Deficiency Pay-
ments availableto farmers.
However, this year’s har-

vest, for themost part, wasan | AST LOAD — CurtisDobkinsb

best.

Fair board agreesto
open class dog show

ByLedieHilt

Casey Johnson, extension agent,
and Stephanie Schafer, extension
secretary, werepresent representing
the Extension Council at the Chey-
enneCounty Fair Board meetingon
Thursday and askedif theopenclass
dog show could beaddedtothefair.
Theboard agreedto allow theaddi-
tion.

Agent Johnson said that 4-H'’ ers
need to attend a certain number of
shows beforethey are ableto com-
peteat thestatefair. Theonly added

Program
recerves
honors

The Cheyenne County Junior
Miss Program for 2003 has been
sel ected asoneof thetop fivefinal-
istsfor Most Outstanding L ocal Pro-
graminthenation.

On Sunday, Vicki Cress, Chey-
enne County program chairman,
was informed by Jane Raney, the
Kansas state chairman, that the
county’ s2003 Junior MissProgram
which was actually held in June
2002, wasnamed asafinalist at the
America’ s Junior Miss Program
heldin Mobile, Ala., on June 26.

Earlier, the Cheyenne County
2003 program was selected as the
Outstanding Local Program for
Kansas. Mrs. Cress was then re-
quired to send a video of the pro-
gram along with numerous forms,
news articles and pictures, a pro-
grambook aswell asalist of activi-
tiesfor theweek, namesof all com-
mitteemembersandthecontestants.

Mrs. Cress says the national
recognition is quite an honor for
Cheyenne County and is one of
the best programs offered to the
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for theseason. Raymond Straub watchesasthewheat isunloaded.

cost would betheexpenseof therib-
bons.

Theboardvotedtoallowtheopen
classdog show.

Agent Johnson also asked if they
could get akey for Robin Burr and
Ms. Schafer during the fair asthey
would need excess to the officein
the Fair Building. Board members
agreed to give them two keys dur-
ingfair.

Board members were informed
that an open class photography su-
perintendent wouldbeneeded at 10
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_ rought in aload of wheat at 11:15 a.m. on Monday. Thewheat was cut at :]_oh-n' Lam'pe’ S
“ok harvest” but just not the Fairview Farmssouth of St. Francis. Asheleft, hetold Shirley Zweygar dt, Equity employee, that thiswasthefar m’ slast load

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

By Karen Krien

There were lots of “oohs” and
“awes’ asthefireworksweredis-
playedinBird City at the Thresher
grounds on Friday evening. The
finale was a huge firework con-
taining 24 separate displays but,
instead of shooting upward, one
of the displays went out the side
and hit Randy Johnson, St.
Francis, squarein theface.

The ambulance was called and
Mr. Johnson was transported to
the Cheyenne County Hospital
but because of the extent of the
injury, Mr. Johnson was taken to
theHaysMedical Center wherehe
had around 40 stitches in and
around the mouth area.

Friends reported on Monday
that, while Mr. Johnson'sfaceis
swollenandthereareburnswhere
the asheslanded, the doctorssaic
that hewill befine.

The fireworks display was &
combined effort of Bird City
PRIDE and the Association to
Benefit Cheyenne County. Mr.
Johnsonisamember of the Asso-
ciation to Benefit Cheyenne
County and he and others were

helping Dan Bowersto set up the
display.

pt \Nm
a.m. on Thursday morning during
thefair and thejudging would start
at noon. Theboardwasgivennames
to contact people who might bein-
terestedin helping.
LionsClub

Norman Morrow, representing
theLionsClub, askedif it would be
possibleto set up acommunity cal-
endar information table at the fair.
Theclubwill besellingthecommu-

nity calendars. Themembersvoted
See SHOW on Page 7
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By Karen Krien

Itwashot all day Thursday andit
appearedthat theremight beabreak
in the weather when the clouds
rolled in but, with the cooler tem-
peratures, camewind— largeforce-
ful gustsof wind.

Richard Grace at Grace Flying
Service, reported thetop wind gust
to be at 84 miles per hour. Around
town, branches were broken off

JUNIORMISSCOMMITTEE mettogoover photosand plans
followingtheannouncement of beingselectedinthetop fivena-
tional finalists. Pictured are (I tor) Aimee Northrup, Vicki
Cress, Kristi Guthmiller, TinaElliott and Car ol Ross.

county’sjunior girls.
“Thisprogramtakestheeffort of
alot of volunteersaswell asthesup-
port of individual sand businessesof
Cheyenne County,” shesaid.
Mrs. Cress has chaired the
county’s Junior Miss Program for

trees including those along Main
Street, abin was blown off its base
at Mill and Seed and north of St.
Francis, most of abarnbelongingto
Darrel and Jacque Zweygardt was
downed. Gus Zweygardt, former
owner of thefarm, reported that the
barn was built in 1928 or 1929 but
hemovedittoitspresentlocationin
thelate 1950sto use asacow shed.
The Zweygardts used the barn for
calvesanditasohoused someof the

sevenyearsand planstobewiththe
programfor several moreyears.

“1 likebeingapart of theprogram
and | hopethat more girlswill take
advantage of this scholarship pro-
gram.”

electrical work for the water tanks.
Mrs. Zweygardt saidthey will prob-
ably rebuilt something on the site.

On Sunday, Cheyenne County
and neighboring countieswere un-
der atornado warning and weather
spotters were called out to keep an
eyeonthethreatening weather con-
ditions.

Chelly Moore, who lives north-
west of St. Francis, snapped ator-
nado with her digital camera. Gary
Rogers, emergency manager, said
he had not spotted any tornados but
oneof theweather spotters south of
town had seen atornado drop out of
awall cloud.

Manager Rogers urges peopleto
callinandreport any damagetohim
when astorm comesthrough. This
damageisreported to the state and
could be beneficial to the state if
therewasamajor disaster.

75-YEAR-OL D BARN wastaken down duringthewind stormon Thursday evening. Thebarn
isonthefarm of Darrel and JacqueZweygar dt north of St. Francis. Heraldstaff photobyKarenKrien

84 mile-per-hour gusts
brings down old barn

Temperaturesranged around 100
degrees most of the holiday week-
end but dropped to the 90son Mon-
day. However, they were up to the
100s again on Tuesday and the
weather forecasterswerepredicting
possible severe stormsagain.

Thehot, windy temperatureshave
hel ped thewheat harvest to aquick
end but theoccasional showerslike
theoneof Thursday madethewheat
alittletoughtocut until thenext day.

Friday had typical July Fourth
weather which isalmost aways hot
andtheaverageisinthehigh90s. The
dry weather was good for the wheat
harvest but the pastures are drying
rapidly asthereislittlesub-soil mois-
ture because of the last two years of
drought conditions. To save those
pastures and the dryland corn and
other dryland crops, morerain is



with themighty task of harvest. Theyoung men areimpressed with American machinery.
Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

Men from South Africa
harvest wheat 1n area

By Casey McCormick

The harvest crew finished cutting
at 4:30 p.m. on the afternoon of July
Fourth Working on Independence
Day probably didn’tmeanasmuchto
these six men as it would to most
Americanssincethey comefroman-
other country very far away.

That is not to say the South Afri-
canswerenot ready toblow off some
steam, after seven days of grueling
work and long hoursspent onafarm
north of McDonald. They wereaso
anxiousto see how thelocalswould
celebratetheir country’ shirthday.

Onethingthesixmenshareistheir
curiosity about thisstrangeland. Al-
thoughthey had never setfoot, except
for one, on American soil, they have
vistedthisplacebefore. Beitthrough
CNN, Hollywood fiction or word of
mouth, each arrived here with giant
expectations.

They ranged in agefrom 18to 26
and spoke good English but with a
very distinct accent. Gert Opperman
and younger brother Wynand, Hein
Van Der Neut and Eeloff Erasmus
came from around the large city of
Pretoria. The other two were Pieter
Neethling and Vicky Muller of
Riviersonderend, SouthAfrica. Each
had auniquestory totell.

The Opperman brothers come
fromahard working family who op-
erates a peach and avocado farm as
well as a plumbing business back
home. Gert, inhisearly 20s, hasbeen
coming heretowork for Golden Tri-
angleout of Lawton, Okla. for three
years. He has spent eight to ten
months each season moving from
Oklahomato Kansasto Colorado to
the Dakotas and Montana helping
farmersto bring in whatever cropis
ready to harvest.

“I’ve got to see the whole of
America,” Gert said. But after three
years he isready to stay home and
help hisfather with the family busi-
Nesses.

Thatiswhy hebrought his18-year-
oldbrother, Wynand, thisyear.“I’'m
really impressed with my brother. |
wishmy dad couldseehim, hewould
really beproud,” Gert said. Wynand
has worked just like the rest of the
crew, traveling great distances and
doing whatever it takes to operate
hugecombines, seedtrucksandtrac-
tors. Thehoursarelongand oftendif-
ficult but the men are motivated by
good wages.

“Theexchangerate of the Ameri-
can dollar to the South African rand
isseventoone,” Wynandsaid. With-
out muchfreetimetospendtheirhard
earned pay the cutters return home
withwhat seemslikeafortune.

“Every car wavesto you here,”
Wynandsaid, referringtothefriendly
people he has met in Kansas. “In
South Africamaybeonein 20 might
dothat.”

Hewouldlovetoliveherebut that
would put him too far from hisfam-
ily.

Pieter Neethlingiscomfortablein
the fields aswell. He has a college
degreeinagriculture.

“I mustsay, beingaway isdifficult.
| misshy family and farm. I’ vebeen
so busy I’ve only been able to call
themtwice.”

Pieter said of thetwomonthssince
he arrived. He likes the people here
saying, “(they) are very much like
us—country folk, friendly and hard
working.” Pieter used alittle spare
timetovisitaWal-Mart to purchase
adigital camera, which would have
cost much more back home, to teke

picturesof hisadventure.

Another cutter who likesto usea
littlefreetimeto driveto the nearest
department storewasVicky Muller.
After spending afull day running a
John Deere 9750 STS combine,
worthabout $1,850,000, heand Pieter
took apickuptodrivetoGoodlandto
shop.

Theother 18-year-oldof thegroup
isPretorian Eeloff Erasmuswho can
operate every type of equipment.

Gert, the crew chief, said, “ Eeloff
isvery helpful, he' sasmaller guywho
isabletodojobsthelargermencan't.”
Hehad atrucking licensewhichaso
made him very useful.

The last member was Hein Van
Der Neut. Asoldestworker, heprob-
ably hadthehardest separation, since
he ismarried with two children, but
hehadtocomeheretofollow adream.
Ashelooked at alocal kid he said,
“Ever sincel washisagel wanted to
seeAmerica”

And“What doyouthink?” hewas
asked.

“Itisbeyondwhat | expected. Y our
technology isamazing,” hesaid.

Not to say that he does not appre-
ciate his native land but he seesthe
dividebetween South Africaandhow
thiscountry hasdevel oped everyday
conveniences that many Americans
takefor granted and foreignersview
withamazement.

“1 look at vehicles sitting aban-
doned by gas stations. Those arethe
kind of carswedrive at home,” said
Hein.

Each visitor was impressed with
theexperiencetotravel thegreat ex-
panse of the United Statesbut all six
madeit clear that homeisanxioudly
waiting inthe south of Africa.
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toapprovetheLion’stable.

Barbecue

Ernie Ketzner had talked to Fred
Mosley about cookingthemeat prior
to last month’s meeting and Mr.
Modey had told him that he wasn't
goingto quoteapricefor theservice
— that the memberscould givehim
what they thought wouldbefair. The
membersvoted to givehim $250.

But, when Mr. Ketzner contacted
Mr.Modey, hesaidthat $250wasnot
enough. Atthemeetingthemembers
discussedthematter andtheboard ask
Mr. Ketzner to contact Mr. Mosley
andfind out what it would cost them.
Duringthemeeting, Mr.Modeywas
caled and hispricewas$1,000.

Themembersfeltthatitwasalittle
high so Jared Douthit made acall to
anindividua that may beinterested
in cooking the meat and Jared will
contact the person to seeif they can
work something out.

Mr. Ketzner asked Mr. Douthit
about the corn on the cob and Mr.
Douthitsaidtogoaheadandorderthe
corn from Super Foods and then his
Hunting L odgewould standthecost.

Mr. Ketzner has aready got the
bids for the meat and the board had
approved for him to order the meat
from Super Foodsif theHereford As-
sociationwasnot goingtofurnishthe
meat. Mr. Douthit reported that the
associationwouldnotbedonatingthe
meat soMr. Ketzner will get themeat
ordered.

Inother business

Inother business:

*McClainRodeocalledandevery-
thing is set for the Ranch Rodeo ac-
tivitiesWednesday night at thefair.

e TheAntiqueTractor Pull issetfor
Thursday night. The membersdis-
cussed that all tractors have to be
weighed before checking in and en-
triesmust bring scal eticket astowhat
thetractor weighs.

« Baxter Black will beflying into
McCook asthereisno flightsinto
Goodland on Thursday and will rent
acarinMcCook.

* The Colby radio station called
about running 52 30-second ads for
$300 which is about the same as a
Goodland radio station. The board
felt theads should run alittle sooner
than they did last year so it was sug-
gestedtostarttheadontheColby sta-
tion before the ads are heard on the
Goodland station so that the ads are
staggered.

* L acy Reed, board member, asked
if the board wanted Coors to make
postersagainthisyear. Shewasgiven
the go ahead to give them the fair
schedule.

»Openclasscow/calf pair classhas
apre-entry deadline of July 23 —
sameasthe4-H livestock.

» Memberstalked about there be-
ing booth space availablein Jenkins
Hall and running an ad in the local
newspaper tolet peopleknow that, if
they areinterestedinrenting aspace,
they need to contact one of the fair
board members.

 Agent Johnson, when asked, re-
portedthat thesummer helpwhichthe

boardhad previously agreedtopay if
he/she agreed to help them, did not
takethejob. Themembersweretold
they probably needed to be looking
for someoneto help.

* It was noted that the grandstand
payment needed paid. The member
voted to okay the payment.

» There will be atractor safety
course, putonby theextensionoffice,
whichwill beheldat thefairgrounds.

» Ms. Schafer presented abill for
thetrophiesandribbonsordered and
themembersvoted to pay thehill.

e Thereis still some wiring that
needs to be done on the arenalights
beforethefair.

* Therewasdiscussionaboutthetin
thatisinthesalearena Thetinneeds
tobemovedbeforethefair but mem-

bersdid not know what to dowithit.
It was suggested they talk to Wade
Krien, board member, and seeif the
board can use histrailer and store it
inabuilding until thefair isover.

* Mrs. Reed asked for permission
forlvaKrienandhertomakeanother
banner tobehung upinthesalering.

* RoyceRambat and Rodney Shay
will againbedoingtheauctioneering
at thepremium salethisyear.

* AngelaKnodel will not betaking
picturesforthepremiumsalethisyear
andtheboardwasaskedtofindsome-
onewho could.

Next meeting

There may be a special meeting
beforethefair but at thetime of this
writing, planswerenot made.

Sign-up for new
programannounced

United States Department of Ag-
riculture hasreleased thefirst sign-
up for the Grassland Reserve Pro-
gram (GRP) starting June 30. The
2002 Farm Bill amended the Food
Security Act of 1985toincludeau-
thorization for thisprogram.

“Grasslandsprovidecritical eco-
logical benefitsand play akey role
inenvironmental quality, aswell as
contributing to the economies of
many rural areas,” said Harold L.
Klaege, stateconservationist.“ This
voluntary program helps protect
valuable grasslands from conver-
siontoother land uses, thushel ping
to ensure this national resourceis
availableto futuregenerations.”

Grasslands make up the largest
land cover on America's private
lands. Privately-owned grasslands
and shrublandscover morethan525
million acresin the United States.
For thefirst time, the Department of
Agriculturewill direct financial re-
sources and technical expertise to
helplandownersprotect andrestore
theselands.

InKansas

“Grassand ReserveProgramwill
helplandownersrestoreand protect
grassland, rangeland, pastureland,
shrubland and certain other lands
and providesassistancefor rehabili-
tatinggrasslands,” Conservationist
Klaegeaid.

“Theprogramwill conservevul-
nerablegrasslandsfromconversion
to cropland or other uses and con-
serve valuable grasslands by help-
ingmaintainviableranchingopera-
tions.”

Grassland Reserve Program of -
fers producers several enrollment
options: permanent easements, 30-
year easements, rental agreements
(10, 15, 20 or 30-year duration) and
restorationagreements. For perma-
nent easements, the Department of
Agriculturemakesapayment based
onthefair market valueof theprop-
erty lessthe grazing value. For 30-
year easements, United States De-

partment of Agriculturepays30 per-
cent of what wouldbepaidfor aper-
manent easement. For rental agree-
ments, United StatesDepartment of
Agriculture pays 75 percent of the
grazing value in annual payments
for thelength of the agreement.

TheNatural ResourceConservar
tion Service, Farm Service Agency,
and Forest Servicearecoordinating
the implementation of Grasslanc
Reserve Program. Once funding
has been exhausted, eligible appli-
cantswill remain onfileuntil addi-
tional funding becomes available.
Approximately $49.9millioninfis-
cal year 2003 fundsareavailabletc
implement the program.

Apply at office

Agricultural producersinteresteo
in participating in Grassland Re-
serveProgramcanapply at any time
attheirloca Natural Resource Con-
servation Service or Farm Service
Agency office. Landowners may
apply by filling out an application
formand providinganaerial photo-
graph with boundaries delineatec
for theland offered.

To participate in Grassland Re-
serve Program, offers must be pri-
vate land that includes at |east 4C
contiguous acres. Additional eligi-
bility criteria are described in the
“Noticeof Availability of Program
Funds for the Grassland Reserve
Program” that was published inthe
Federal Register on June 13, 2003,
and isavailable on the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service Wek
sitelistedbelow. Thisnoticeapplies
only to fiscal year 2003 funds anc
will beused for theinitial sign-up.

For more information about
Grassland Reserve Program anc
other conservation programs, con-
tact your local Department of Agri-
culture Service Center, listed inthe
telephonebook under U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, or online at
“http://offices.usda.gov/” Informa-
tion, including Federal Register no-
ticesand rules.

Sainty Sharks Swim Tear

All ProAuto Parts

Randy & Denise Andrist
Bankwest-Of Kansas
Bartlett Grain Co. L.P.
Becky’s Bierocks
Bier’'sHometown Store
Brice'sAuto Repair

Bud & Eunice Burnham
Burr Retail Liquor

Craig & Nadja Button
Captain Hook’s Fine Dining
Scott “Hoagie” Carmichael
Cheyenne Bowl/Dairy King
Cheyenne Co. Clinic/Hospital
Cheyenne Co. Feedyard
Cheyenne Pharmacy Plus
Crabtree Well Service

Congratulations Sainty Sharks!

Sarah Trembly, Sawyer

L

2003 SWIM TEAM - front row, left to right: Brianna
Cooks, Jacy Hilt, Zach Gienger, Katie McDanel; sec-
ond row: Aly Marin, Shayla Hilt, Christina Hilt,
Christina Schoenrogge, Gavin Smull; third row:
Sidnee Crabtree, Alex Jordon, Taylor Spike, Jami
\|Pevler, Joni Pevler, Sam Marin, Elizabeth Gienger,

Emily Walz; back row: Gabe Smull, Corbin Sherlock,
Hailey Crabtree, Christi Milne. Not pictured: Am-
ber Smull, Jeri Rae Merchant, Dara Loyd, Janessa
Jordon, Janae Glidewell, CJ Douthit, January Fiedler,
Thomas Douthit, Katie Marin.

White, Maddie Knodel,

Pat & Vicki Cress
Theron & Carolyn Culwell
Patrick & Brenda Delano
Dankenbring Auto Body
Diamond R Bar & Grill
Dr. Melvin & Barb Dunn
Farm Bureau Insurance
Bruce & Sharon Feikert
First National Bank
Frewen I nsurance Agency
Fromholtz Body Shop
Larry & Beth Gabel
Leach Agency -
Gary Leach, Agent

Good Samaritan Village
Goodell Greenhouse

& Floral

LezlieHilt
Homesteader Motel
& Trailer Park
Jackson St. Mercantile
JaquaAbstract Co.
Jenik Oil Co.
K-Store
Perry & PaulaKeller
OneMore Year Ranch -
Pete & Alice Kinen
Knodel Funeral Home
Don & Twila Kramer
Krien Masonry Service
Krien Pharmacy
Krien Steel Buildings
LampeHardware

L & W ANndrigt Ins Agency LLC-

Linda & Walt Linthacum
Daryl & Keely Loyd
NAPA Auto Parts
Neitzel Insurance Service
James M. Milliken, Chartered
Mill & Seed Co.
Owens True Value
Park Hill Restaurant

& Lounge

Pizza Hut
Tim & Robyn Raile
Ranch Food Direct
Republican Valley Vet Clinic
Bud & MarlaRice
Tim & Teri Richard
Ross M anufacturing

Terry & Dr. Mary Beth Miller
Marlin & Anabelle Rueb
Randy & Rikki Rueb
Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring
St. Francis Equity

St. FrancisHerald

St. Francis Sand & Redi Mix
St. FrancisTire & Service
Sainty Super Foods
Schultz's

Shay Realty, Inc.

Silver Crest Farms

Sublette Truck Sales, Inc.
Stuart’s Jewelry

Dr. Pat & Bonnie Stuart
Sunshine Travel

Town & Country Clothing

T.R. ServicesInc. -
Tom & Kathy Roelfs
Tri-State Lumber & Tubing
& PaintsPlus
Unger Chiropractic
Van Allen Inc.
Video Connection
Video Kingdom
Gale& Mary Walz
Wiese Angus Farm -
Kip & Deone Wiese
Carl Werner
Western Sprinklers
Wheeler Equity
Betty Jean Winston




