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attersatrecycling centerdiscussed

By Sandy Barnhart

Wages for the recycling maintenance
personwasat thetop of theJuly 8 St. Francis
City Council meeting. The matter was
tabled until the next meeting.

Wages for Ben Andrist, who takes care
of the recycling center, was discussed..
Councilman Roger Jensensaidthat Benhad
been putting in more hours at the center
sincetheba er hadbeenputin. Heexplained

that, as of now, the city pays Mr. Andrist
$120 aweek and for thehourshehad putin
during just one week total $5.85 an hour.
Councilman Jensen said that Mr. Andrist
putsinapproximately threehoursaday and
isat the center seven daysaweek.

Council womanKay Shay suggested pay-
ing him by the hour instead of asalary rate,
but nohourly ratewasdiscussed at thetime.
The council agreed to wait until the time

when the council regularly reviews em-
ployeewages.

The council discussed the possibility of
Bird City bring their recycling itemsto St.
Francis as their contractor would not be
picking up certainitemsany longer. Susan
Hobrock, Cheyenne County Development
Coordinator, said that she had attended the
Bird City City Council meeting the previ-
ous night. She explained that although the

previous contractor, Jeremiah Wickham,
would not be picking theitemsup, hispart-
ner, MarciaRuda, had renewed thecontract
between Bird City and herself. The one
problemwouldbethat Ms. Rudawould not
betransporting the glassor tinitems. Mrs.
Hobrock said that the Bird City Council
hated to turntheitemsdown asit would be
more items taken to the county dump and
they would like to bring the items to St.

Francis. Thecouncil agreedtotaketheitems
on atwo-month trial basis. Inthistimethe
council will seewhat the quantity of items
coming over will amountsto.

Theclosing of thecounty dump hasbeen
a big issue for the county and both St.
Francis and Bird City. St. Francis takes
1,000tonsayear tothedump, even though
therecycling center hasbrought theamount

SeeRECYCLING on Page7

ity member GregWalz, Bill Ehrman, Sam Miller and Marvin Confer. Therldeneeded repairs, paintingand greasing beforeit

wasr eady to go.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Octopus will be ready by fair time

The Cheyenne County Amuse-
ment Authority has spent months
working on and painting new and
old equipment, painting fences
and boothsaswell asjust fixing up
and getting ready — just part of
the commitment they make as
Amusement Authority members.

Now just three weeks until the
fair, thecarnival crewishustling.
The prizes for games have been
ordered, most of the fences are
painted and the newest ride, asec-
ond Octopus, isalmost ready.

“We'll have it ready to go by

fair time,” said Greg Walz, Au-
thority member.

Bill Ehrman, Marvin Confer
and Sam Miller were busy mea-
suring what would be needed to
rebuild the seats and the safety
chains will be welded on before
therideisready for use.

“We don’t take any chances,”
Mr. Walz said.

Mr. Ehrman is also talking
about getting the equipment
greased, an important element in
keeping the equipment running
smoothly during thefair and hold

Council faced
with storage
container dilemma

By Sandy Barnhart

At the July 8 meeting of the St.
Francis City Council meeting, the
membersagainfacedthedecisionof
what kind of containers could be
used for storagewithinthecity lim-
its. Intheend, thematter wastabled
until afuture meeting.

Superintendent J.R.
L andenberger said that hehad been
asked if the city would allow busi-
nesses to use cargo containers for
storage. The containers are square,
stackablemetal and comeindiffer-
ent sizes. Councilman Roger Jensen
thought that thistypeof storagewas
not much different than thetrailers
which the council had addressed at
apreviousmeeting and decided not
toallow storageinthesecontainers.

However, thecity ordnancedoes
not refer to thistype of container so
no decision was made and the mat-
terwill bediscussed at afuturemeet-
ing.

Bird City Internet

Frontier Equity of Bird City had
requested to enter into the same
wirel ess|nternet agreement aswith

the other grain storage facilitiesin
the county. The agreement would
allow anantennato beplaced ontop
of Frontier’s elevator with free
internet accessgivento Frontier.

Withtheantennaontop of theel-
evator, the wirelessinternet would
beaccessibleto Bird City residents
plussomecountry residents. Super-
intendent Landenberger thought
there was enough interest in Bird
City to pay for the equipment. The
council approved.

City equipment

In his report, Superintendent
Landenberger told the council that
he had sent requests to two busi-
nessesfor aseal ed bid onaback hoe
fortheskidster. Theback hoeisbud-
geted into the 2003 budget.

The boom truck has mechanical
problems and the mechanics will
needto comeout of OklahomaCity
torepair it. The cost will be $1,200
for travelingtimepluswhatever re-
pairsand partsthetruck needs.

Website

Councilwoman Shay went over
See STORAGE on Page7

it through until next year.

The new ride was purchased
from Norton andthemenworking
on the project reported that it
needed greasing when they got it
but after spending an entire
evening power washing the ride
so it could be painted, it really
needed grease.

The Authority decided to pur-
chasethe second Octopusridebe-
causeitisthemost popular ride at
thefair. Oftenthelineswould get
pretty long during busy times.
Oneride will have cooling water

splashes allowed where the other
will not.

The home-owned carnival is
one of the better carnivalsin the
areaand kids can still ride for 25
cents (kiddie rides) and 50 cents
for the adult rides. The length of
each rideislong and well worth
any cost.

Anyone wanting to help with
thecarnival duringthefair or help
prepare for fair should contact
Gregor SusieWalz, Bill Enrman,
or Marvin and Esther Confer and
Sam Miller.

TOBEZWEYGARDT worksat hisbench making acoWboy

out of metal partsand ahorseshoe.
Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

SIX peo

ple

apply for bus
mechanic job

ByKaren Krien

Between the meeting of the St.
Francis Board of Education on
Thursday and thelast regular meet-
ing in June, six people had applied
for thejob of school bus mechanic.
Therewereal so seven peopleapply-
ingfor thecustodianjob at the high
school.

Since Stan Wahrman had retired
asthe bus mechanic, the board had
discussed several different waysof
replacing him. At aprevious meet-
ing, the board agreed that they
would prefer the new mechanic to
servein basically the sasmeway as
Mr. Wahrman had fill the position.

Superintendent Carl Werner said
that all six people applying for the

job appearedto bequalified andin-
terviews would take place the fol-
lowing week. He said that most of
theapplicantswerepresently work-
ing for other employersand did not
want their names released until af-
ter thehiringwasdoneand they hac
achancetoturnintheir resignations.
Thesuperintendentindicated that
interviewsfor the custodian would
also be around the sametime asthe
mechanicinterviewswere made.
Therewerealso several stant
coaching positionswhich, at thelast
meeting, had not beenfilled but Su-
perintendent Werner thought all but
onepositionhadbeenfilledand was

confident that there would be no
See JOB on Page 7

City council deals
with cleaning up
property INn town

By Sandy Barnhart

At the July 8 meeting, the St.
Francis City Council reviewed five
piecesof property previoudy brought
before the council concerning
cleanup. The council passed resolu-
tionsto proceed with abatement pro-
ceduresonthreeof thefiveproperties.

At218E. First, NormanandMary
Morrow - Thecouncil felt that sub-
stantial progress had been made on
the property, although the property
still wasnotincompliancewithcity
ordinances. Attorney MikeDay in-
formed the council that a prospec-
tivebuyer for the property had con-
tacted him inquiring if he was able
tobuy theproperty if theabatement
procedurewould cease, givinghim
time to clean up the property? The
council felt that given a plan and
time table, the abatement on the
property would cease.

At 512 W. Spencer, Norman and
Mary Morrow - Thecouncil alsofelt
that significant progress had alsc
been made on this property, but the
property still doesnot fall intocom-
pliancewith city ordinances.

The council approved to allow
properties 218 E. First and 512 W.
Spencer moretimewheretherewas
significant progress.

At318E. Whittier, Linfred Oster -
Thecouncil notedthat therehad beer
some cleanup and organization of
items, but still had some serious
health issues. They noted that the
house had no running water, plumb-
ing or electricity whichisarequire-
ment.

The council approved to file
abatement procedureswith District
Court for the 318 E. Whittier prop-
erty.

See PROPERTY on Page7

Self-taught
welder’s works
to be displayed

By Karen Krien

Tobe Zweygardt, St. Francis'
historian as well as a self-taught
welder, was notified over the
weekendthat hispieceof sculpture
will bedisplayed at the Grassroots
Art Center at Lucas.

Thisyear marks the centennial
of the first flight of the Wright
brothers and the Grassroots Art
Center has curated the exhibit
“Hightsof Fancy.” Mr.Zweygardt
isoneof 17 grassroots(self-taught)
artistsfromacrossthestateof Kan-
sas, Missouri, lllinois, Wisconsin
and Canadato providescul ptures,
drawings and photographs that
indicate the visual delight of fan-
ciful flight.

The artists were to use their
imaginationwithrecycled partsto
portray not only aircraft in flight
but al so man, animalsand insects.
This order was right down Mr.
Zweygardt’s alley! He has been
creatingartfromrecycled partsfor
yearsfor most of hislife.

Earlier in the year, the

Grassroots Art Committee had
taken hisscrapbook filledwith pic-
tures of hiswork and he was then
asked to submit an art piece. They
would havetakenhisbluehelicop-
ter at the entrance of his drive
which greets people traveling on
U.S. 36. However, Mr. Zweygardt
had another idea.

Hestudied adrawing of Orville
Wright's airplane and then began
workingonit.

“1"d work for awhile and then |
would stop and think about whéat |
wasgoing to do next,” he said.

He positioned the plane in a
metal tree but he said there was
something not quiteright.

“1 hadforgottoput Orvilleinthe
plane,” hesaid.

Orville was fashioned out of
square-head nails and other parts
and took the seat inthe plane.

Mr. Zweygardt hascreated many
piecesof art throughout thecounty
withthemost noticed piecesbeing
theCherry Creek Encampment site

SeeDISPLAY on Page7
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probleminfilling that position.

A special mesting to review the
school’ s budget will be held at 8
p.m. on July 28 at the high school
meeting room. At that time, the
board will make the final decision
onthebusmechanic, custodianand
possibly part of the assistant
coaches.

The superintendent reported that
anagreement had beenreachedwith
the Kansas State Department of
Education that thereisaway avail-

able to use some of the “No Child
Left Behind” federal fundsto add
moretimetoWard Cassidy’ scoun-
seling contract, extending the con-
tracttothreeor four daysaweek and
to providemoretimefor Chuck Pe-
terstowork astechnology consult-
ant. This would then make some
General Fund money available to
add more time to Carla Schiltz's
mathematicsteaching contract. He
noted that the changes will be de-
pendent (both now andinthefuture)
onthereceipt of No Child Left Be-

hind funding.
Scheduleof events

Theboardagreedtothefollowing
schedule of events:

Monday, April 28at 8p.m., aspe-
cial board meeting will be held to
study and ask questions about the
proposed budget.

Thursday, July 31, the proposed
budget will be publishedin The St.
FrancisHerald.

On Thursday, Aug. 14, abudget
hearingwill beheldincombination
with theregular board meeting.

STORAGE
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the website plans for St. Francis.
She, along with Superintendent
Landenberger, Stephanie Schafer
andtheChamber of Commerce, have

been organizing and designing the
sitewhichwill giveinsight to Chey-
enne County, St. Francis and Bird
City and will include organizations,
attractions, city governmentsandoth-

PROPERTY
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AttheJune17 meeting, thecoun-
cil had not passed aresolutiononthe
other two properties as not enough
time had elapsed from when the
property owner had received notice.
At610S. Francis,EdZuege- The
council felt that Mr. Zuege had
made an attempt by attending a
council meeting and keeping in
touch with Superintendent
Landenberger. Superintendent
Landenberger said that Mr. Zuege
wasin hopesof waiting until cooler
weather to burn down one of the
structures with a controlled burn.
After some discussion the council
instructed Superintendent
L andenberger to contact Mr. Zuege

and havehimtalk tothefire depart-
menttofindatimetableforwhenthe
control burn could bedone.

At613W. First, Bonnie Coates-
It wasnoted that although the prop-
erty had been mowed, that wasthe
only progress on the property. The
council approved thanto file Reso-
[ution2003-6to proceed with abate-
ment procedures on this property.

Superintendent Landenberger
also noted that another letter had
been sent to a property owner on
Dennison Street in regardsto aban-
doned vehiclesbeing parkedaround
thehouse. Henoted that someof the
vehicleshad been moved, but there
still were some that needed to be
moved.

RECYCLING
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down drastically. Mrs. Hobrock
said the estimate for the dump fill-
ing up was 20 to 25 years, and any
measure of extending thistime pe-
riod would be a plus. Councilman
Jensen noted that Colby wasin the
processof puttinginanew cell atthe
cost of approximately $750,000.
Addthat tothe expenseof covering
theoldcell, thecost wasgoingtorun
around $1.2 million.

Now withthedump not accepting
grassclippingsasof Oct. 1, bothcit-
ies needed to be thinking of devel-
oping acompost site. It was noted
that the biggest expense for acom-
post site would be fencing off an
area, alargerototiller and the man-

power. CouncilmanJensensaidthat
Colby has avery successful com-
post site and it would benefit the
councilmen if they were to look at
thesiteto seehow it’ srun.
Councilwoman Shay suggested
setting up ajoint meeting between
the commissioners and both city
councilsto go over the recycling
center’ sexpenses which would in-
cludewages, hauling, el ectricity and
insurance on the building. These
expensesare paid by the city of St.
Francis. CheyenneCounty pay a$l
per resident, which amounts to
$3,465. Also Councilwoman Shay
said thethreeentities could discuss
thepossibilitiesof acompost center.

ers. Councilman Shay noted that a
guestionnaire would be sent out to
organizations asking for input and
would haveareturn deadline of July
31 so the information could be put
ontothewebsite.

Sheaskedthat thecouncil consider
paying Ms. Schafer an hourly wage
of $10 an hour for the work she has
done and will be doing. The council
approved therequest.

Superintendent Landenberger said
that he had heard concernsabout the
domain namefor thecity internet—
that people had complained that the
namewastoolong, makingithardfor
peopletoremember andhardtofiton
thee-mail space. Fora$15chargefor
two years, Superintendent
L andenberger saidhewaslookingfor
ashort version people could use for
e-mail purposes.

Building per mits

Building permits were approved
forthefollowing businessesandresi-
dents: Robert McDanel, grapearbor;
Don McQuillen, erect fence; Chuck
Peters, erectfence; GraceFlying Ser-
vice, pour concrete.

Clerk report

» The council approved Paige
Gardner’ srequest to use both parks
Aug. 23 and 24 for the “Relay for
Life’ cancer walk.

* A check for $200 was received
from the Recreation Commissionto
beused for swimteam lifeguards.

Other business

* The council approved the pur-
chaseof six oxygentanksfor thefire
department. Thecity’ ssharewill be
$900.

* Theauditandbudget meetingwas
held July 15at theold city hall build-
ing.

Special mesting

A special meetingwasheld July 1
to open bids for the Krien sewer
project. Morris Plumbing was ap-
provedforthejobwiththelowestbid
of $39,836.
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Tri-State Antique Auto Display,
Swap Meet and Flea Market
Bird City, Kansas

July 31 - August 3

Results and coverage to follow
In special insert

On or before Monday, Aug. 25,
the certified budget will go to the
county clerk.

All meetingsareopentothepub-
lic.

Inother business

In other business:

» Gene Dodd was elected as the
new board president, taking the
placeof BruceFeikert. Thenewvice
president will be Sherry Weeks.

* Terry Miller, county clerk,
swore in the newly elected board
members: JohnKnodel, Cliff Raile,
Sherry Weeks and Bonnie
Zweygardt

 The board appointed Sharon
Olofson as the board clerk; Robyn
Raile, asthetreasurer; andKiteand
Day as the law firm if and when
needed. Other appointments were:
Building principals Scott
Carmichael andLarry Gabel will be
the schools' attendance officers;
Clay Keller will fill the position on
the St. Francis Rec Commission,
taking Marla Ross's place; Mr.
Dodd, although hewasnot present,
wasre-elected asthe Kansas A sso-
ciation of School Board govern-
mental relationsrepresentative; and
Sherry Weekswill continue as the
school’s representative on the
Northwest Kansas Education Ser-
vice Center Board.

* Theboard approved out-of-dis-
trict studentscurrently attending St.
Francis schools. They are Tony
Tiegs and Alecia Zimbelman. No
tuition will becharged.

* Timesand dates of board meet-
ings were approved. (Seerelated
article.)

» Theboardagreedtopay theKan-
sas Association of School Board
dues of $3,415 and the
Association’ sLegal Assistant Fund
which hasdues of $900 each year.

* Superintendent Werner’ squar-
terly summary of his automobile
expenseusedfor school matterswas
$.62 per milebut takestheschool’s
reimbursement of $.36 per miles.

* Both schools’ principals made
brief report. Principal Carmichael
reportedthat theschool isinthepro-
cess of being cleaned for the sum-
mer and it looks very good. Also,
noted that the air conditioning sys-
tem which had quit right before
school had ended, had beenrepaired
and wasworking well.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the St.
Francis School Boardwill beaspe-
cial meeting held at 8 p.m. on July
28at thehigh school meetingroom.
Theregular meeting hasbeen setfor
8 p.m. on Aug. 14 in the meeting
room.
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TOBEZWEY GARDT modeled hiswork of art after thisphoto.
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northof St. FrancisonK-27 andthe

Seventh Cavalry Camp located
north of Bird City on K-161. How-
ever, many peoplefromall over the
United States and abroad have
smaller pieces he has madeinclud-
ing his famous windmills, cactus,
yuccaand Indian/eagle dancer. All
are created out of miscellaneous
itemsincluding square-head nails,
bolts, horse shoesand barbed wire,
justto nameafew.

Hisfirst pieceof scul pturewasof
awindmill. About 35yearsago, his
wifelrenewasinaDenver hospital
and he said that she really didn’t
appreciate flowers so he came
home, went towork inhisshopand
madethewindmill. Whenhetook it
to the hospital, the nurses, doctors
and anyone elsewho cameinto the
room commented on the windmill
and wanted one.

“1 came back to St. Francis and
started making more,” hesaid.

Helet hiscreativejuicesrun and
started making different scul ptures
and items, making anamefor him-
self aswell asitemstosell and give
away.

Mr. Zweygardt said he watched
and helphisfather, J.E. Zweygardt,
who was a blacksmith. When Mr.
Zweygardt first started putting odd
piecestogether tomakeadesign, he
didn’t haveawelder so he used sol -
der. During World War Il when it
was impossible to buy welding
equipment, hemadehisfirstwelder
out of a 32-volt light plant. Later,
whenhecouldaffordit, heboughta
welder and didwelding for farmers
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and on oil well equipment.

Today, hisshop islocated by his
home and has been set up with &
small fire-proof table, low seat anc
thewel der and equipment closeby.
The shop is filled with miscella-
neousitemsand hesaid that hewill
probably never run out because
people are always bringing him
boxes of odd pieces which he digs
through to find something for his
next pieceof art.

The exhibit at Lucas will bein
placefrom Aug. 1 through Oct. 31.
The art center will be open daily
from 10to 5 p.m. and, on Sundays,
1to5p.m.InOctober, thehourswill
shorten.

Mr. Zweygardt plans to go tc
Lucason Saturday, Aug. 30, of La-
bor Day weekend when the Lucas
community will continuethetheme
“LucasTakesFlight” withaparade,
speakers, exhibits, children’ sactivi-
ties, talent show and abarbecue.

For more information on the ex-
hibit or activities, call 785-525-
6118, or e-mail

grassroots@wtciweb.com.




