Opinion

Eastern Kansas cities
tiredofmoneygoingeast

Back east, Kansascitiestired of seeing liquor sales
and theaccompanying taxesflow acrossthestateline
have started arebellion.

They’ve declared “home rule” power over liquor
sales, claimingthat liquor lawsdon’t apply uniformly
toall citiesand counties. And if astatelaw isnot uni-
form, then acity or county can exempt itself.

Now storesin several Kansas cities are brazenly
selling boozeon Sundays. Next thingyouknow, they’l1
be opening the beer jointsand bars.

Andwhilethismay not bethe greatest thing to hap-
pentothestateinthenew century, itisalong-overdue
change.

Kansasliquor storesare astate-licensed monopoly
withlittlecompetitionover serviceor prices. Thishelps
makethingseasier for store owners, but can only hurt
customers.

It' sjust not thestate’ splaceto say what pricesstores
can charge or when they can be open. In afree-enter-
prise economy, store owners ought to make those de-
cisions.

OneMissouri liquor deal er told reportersthat being
openon Sundayswasn't all that great, thoughthehuge
billboard over hisstoreadvertising Sunday salesmight
belie hismodesty.

HesaidKansasliquor storeownershadthingspretty
good, withtheregul ated competitionand set hours, and
might regret amoreliberal law. Hesaid it' dbeonly a
matter of timeuntil other restraintsto competitionfall,

and predicted that few Kansasstoreswill makemoney
on Sundays.

Nonetheless, the floodgates are open now. It'slike
the daysin the 1960s after the courts struck down the
general Sunday closing law when the Safeway chain
defied it. Today, retailing is rampant on Sundays,
though many merchants probably regret that.

Only afew Sunday closing lawsremain— car deal -
ers, throughtheir licensing board, haveastrongunion
that keepsthem closed, for instance.

The state really should get out of the business of
regulating store hoursand days. The only reasonsfor
it areto suppresscompetition, tothedetriment of con-
sumers, or toenforcereligiouspreferences. Neitheris
avalid state objective.

Changingtheliquor salesbanisanadmissionat |east
that the state really can’t keep people from shopping
whenthey want to. For years, stateliquor agentshave
tried to catch peoplebringing Missouri (or Nebraska)
potables across the border. But for every guy caught
with atrunkload of hooch, 99 got through.

It'slikestickingafingerinaleak whileothersspring
up al around. Did you ever hear of anyoneyou know
getting busted running winefrom Nebraskaon aSun-
day?Useither.

Thisisnot anissuethat will make or break anyone
in Kansas. Thingsmay not change much exceptinthe
Kansas City areafor the next few years, but changeis
coming— whether welikeit or not. —Steve Haynes

DennisWilliam Cave
First judgein Cheyenne
County, Kan.

Editor’ sNote: Dorthy Mastisthe
author of Echoes of the Southwind
and hastaken theinformation used
for thisweek’ sarticlefromalletter
writtenbyMr. Cave' sgreat-grand-
son John W. Heavey.

Dennis William Cave (1849-
1923), with hiswife Sarah Vetura
(Jones), and four children, Nannie
Vivian, William D., Cora and
Maudie, wereaninitial landhol der
family in the formation of Chey-
enne County. While certain of
recordsindicate helived herewith
hisfamily for six yearsfrom 1886
to 1892, other sources will further
indicate he surveyed the land and
made initial plans for what wasto
be Bird City as early as the spring
of 1883. In the Annals of Kansas,
1886, “Cheyenne County held its
first election, Bird City waschosen
county seat, and as one of officers
elected, D.W. Cavebecamethefirst
probatejudge.”

Dennis, or D.W., as he was
known, had theintuition, keen de-
sire, and pioneer spirit to beinstru-
mental in the selection and forma-
tion of new and sproutingtownsand
citiesasthe West wasbeing opened
up, fear of Indian attacks was sub-
siding, and movement from bigger
cities to settle the land was in full
force. Railroads, water tributaries
and politico-socio conditions all
had impact on where towns and
county seatswereto belocated.

Dennis was born in the rolling
and heavily wooded area of Paris,
Jennings, Ind., Sept. 11, 1849, of
source immigrant father to United
States, William C. Cave (1801-
1882) and mother EllenC. (Russell)
(1817-1869). Hisfather washornin
Swinford, Leicester, England, and
is an apparent descendant of his
knighthood ancestor of the 16th
century (during Henry VIII rein)
Edward Cave, in theright of his
wife Dorothey (Malory). Dennis’
father cametotheUnited Statesand
Indiana, asaninitial owner of land
in 1831. His brother (Stephen C.
Cave1810-1891)followedin1834

from Liverpool. His father was an
apprenticed and skilled weaver of
fine laces before coming to the
United States, and utilized thisskill
asatailor of fineclothesin Parisas
well asfarmingthroughout hislife.

Denniswasoneof six childrento
include Mary, Melvina (Dayton),
Stephen H., William, and Thomas
Roland (alsoof Bird City twoyears
after Dennis). Atavery young age,
height 5’8", Dennis enlisted with
thelndianaV olunteersin Company
F, 145 Indiana Infantry organized
by theUnion Army for servicedur-
ingtheCivil War. Growingupinthe
southernpartof Indiana, borderingon
Kentucky, astateorgani zed under the
ConfederateArmy, Denniswastosee
someof hisfriendsenlist andtakeup
arms under the opposition! He was
mustered intotheUnion Army at In-
dianapalisandwithUnionforcesini-
tially saw servicein Louisville, Ky.,
and Nashville, Tenn., and later par-
ticipated with Sherman forces on
“marchtosed’ - siegeof Atlantaand
Marietta, Ga.,andthrustto Savannah,
Ga. D.W.wastohavethemisfortune,
whileinGeorgiaasthestaggeringfig-
ures of the war were to bear out, of
being a statistic in the number one
casudty of war totheravagesof dis-
easeandimproper sanitationor nutri-
tion. He contracted measles, adis-
ease at the time causing differing
degrees of lasting disability. This
wasto affect hiseyesand strength
to perform heavy work throughout
hislife. After nearly two monthsof
treatment in occupied Georgia,
Dennis was discharged to Macon,
Ga., onJan. 21, 1866, and returned
to the family farm in Jennings
County, Ind.

INn1871, asastill singleman of 23,
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...Know ye not that friendship of §
the world is enmity with God?
Whosoever therefore will be a

friend of the world is the enemy

of God.
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Dennis followed the pursuits of the
Homestead Act of May 20,1862, and
joined amuleteam onwestwardtrek
to settlement of Nebraska. After a
journey of 30 days, encountering
many i nteresting experiencesaswell
asprivationsof early pioneer days, he
stopped with the team at Lincoln,
Neb. Shortly thereafter he set out for
south central Nebraska and Harlan
County, wherethetown of Almawas
beingformed onthebanksof theRe-
public River (now where Harlan
County Reservair is) - by agroup
from Cheyenne, Wyo. Here, Dennis
homesteaded asectionof land of 160
acres, builtalog and sod house, barn
and improved and dry farmed the
land. Thereweremany buffaloesand
antelopeinvicinity of homesteadand
hunting was both a necessity and
pleasure. Fina proof and transfer of
ownership was entered on Aug. 23,
1877.

Dennis married Sarah Vetura
(Jones) (1858-1932), born in
Harrison County, Mo., of Henry
and Mary (Brown) Jones, on Nov.
18,1876, at Kearney, Buffalo, Neb.
Mary had come west with her par-
ents who also took up homestead-
inginHarlan County. Six children
asmentionedinthebeginning, were
born of thismarriage, at Alma. In
early part of 1880, at ageof 32, Den-
nis was elected sheriff of Harlan
County and heldthisofficethrough
1883.

IN1885, theCavefamily movedto
the newly forming Cheyenne
County, Kan. Here, at Bird City,
D.W. became active in land pur-
chase and development for town
sitesof Bird City (1885) and Wano
(1887), wasactiveincivicand com-
munity activities - deeding land to
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Echoes of the Southwind

—Facts from

Compiled by Dorthy Mast

Dennis W. Cave, one of the
original town site members, was
alsothefirst probatejudgeof Bird
City. He had received his admis-
siontothebar in January of 1885.

These are only afew of the ar-
ticlestakenfromtheearly newspa-
pers.

«Bird City News: Nov. 4, 1886.
D.W. Cave, probatejudge.

e Cheyenne County Rustler:
Dec. 4,1886.D.W. Caveand oth-
ersmadesuggestionsfor incorpo-
ration of Bird City.

« Bird City News: March 3,
1887. C.W. Cave erected aresi-
denceonsitepurchased from JH.
Moberly.

Additional articlesfromtheBird
City News

e March 31, 1887. Mrs. D.W.
Cave and family arrived in town
andaregoingto stay.

C.W. Cave bought the lot west
of Ardery’ sHardware Store.

« July 1887: JudgeCavewasthe
Marshall of the July 4th celebra-
tion.

< July 14, 1887: DW. Cavewas
meadetheSenior ViceCommander
of thenew Post of TheGrand Army
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the press

of theRepublic.

* Aug. 4, 1887: D.W. Caveand
othersto correspond with parties
about the location of the new
school on the hill south of main
Street.

*Sept. 29.1997: D.W. Cavehas
bargainedfor 1000,000 bricks, as
soon asthey can be burnt, hewill
put up abrick building where his
office now stands.

e Dec. 23, 1887: D.W. Cave
traded the drugstore building to
M.W. Gilliland.

Articles from the Cheyenne
County Democrat, 1887

e April 9: D.W. Cave and a
group from Bird City visited
Wano.

* May 21: D.W. Cave on the
L eanteam baseball team.

e Sept. 17: D.W. Cave, Will
Cole and Charles formed acom-
mittee for a church building and
wentaroundwithapetitiontoraise
funds and got enough pledgesto
completeavery handsomeedifice.

ArticlefromtheHeraldof Inde-
pendence, 1887

e Junel: D.W. Cavewasapri-
vatein Company F 145th Indiana
Infantry Volunteers.

town of Bird City (N.W. Townsite
Company) on two occasions, be-
came first probate judge as men-
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Wesleyan Church
Hwy 36 ¢ 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 9a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
|

Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208 E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.
O
Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002
Pastor Chris Farmer
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

]

Peace Lutheran Church
202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbach
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

tionedearlier,founded Grand Army
of Republic (GAR) Chapter 446,
became politically activeasare-

N

First Christian Church
332-2956 * 118 E. Webster
Pastor Richard Garcia
Sunday School 9:15a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.

(?ﬂﬂml? Wed. night Bible Study 7 p.m.
teart

332-2888 «3rd & Adams
Pastor Arlin Cochran
Sabbath School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:45

|
St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River ¢ 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson

Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.

Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

. o o 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Living Water Fellowship Ministry 0
Pastors:

Terry & Tifany Glasco
Box 310; Bird City
785-734-2363
Sunday:
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.
Worship & Word 10 a.m.
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday:

Seventh-Day Adventist Church

publican and was of the Methodist
faith.

Inlate1893,D.W.lineduponthe
southern border of Kansasin first
racetoobtain newly openedlandin
Oklahoma. He successfully ob-
tained lands for town lots for what
was to be Guthrie, Okla. In 1894,
after spending sometime in Lin-
coln, Neb., where he held proper-
ties, Denniswent to BooneCounty,
Ark., wherezincandlead had been
discovered and was being mined.
Here again he was active in pur-
chasing land and devel opment for
townsiteof Zinc, mining of oreanc
zinc, logging and agriculture. One
of theseveral minesthat wasdevel-
oped, knownasCokeHollow Mine,
met withtragedy for hisson-in-law
of 12 years (Nannie’'s husband)
James Leslie Rogers (1862-1911)
in 1911. James, as co-owner in
mine, on avisit into mine from
Pittsburg, where he was banker of
First National Bank, a cave-in oc-
curredkillingthesuperintendentin-
stantly and crushing the leg of
James. Hours later, after amputa-
tion, the strain or shock was toc
much and hedied.

HereinZinc, Ark.,whereDennis
wasajudgeandjusticeof peace, he
looked after his extensive mining
and agriculture interests, together
with his brother and his daughter
Nancy (the writer’s grandmother)
up until isdeath on Sept. 7, 1923.

He was buried with hiswife in
WyukaCemetery,inLincoln, Neb.

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,
Church 332-2254,
Pars. 332-3170
512 S. Scott
Pastor Nel Holmes
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O
First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club

Clough Valley Baptist Church
Pastor Al Davis D. Min.
12 m.west, 6 m. north of SF
332-2506
Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT
Worship 10:00a.m.CT

Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Last Friday of Month:

Healing Service 7:30 p.m.
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St. Francis First
Equity National Bank
Member FDIC

nwkansas.com

P.O. Box 1050 ¢ St. Francis

785-332-3162
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