History of player
plano interesting

By Casey McCormick

The 50th annual Tri-State An-
tigue Engine and Thresher Show
will begin on Thursday, Aug. 31,
at the show groundsin Bird City.

For most folks, the first vision
of the show is of monstrous ma-
chinesbel ching black smoke. But
upon further review the list of
wonders to see is countless. One
particular item of interest is
Maynard Wright' s player piano.

When the show opens many
will flock tothe Egger’ sbuilding
where they will gather around a
vintage player piano and enjoy an
old fashioned “sing along,” just
liketheold timesback home. Mr.
Wright’ spianoiscapableof hours
of entertainment since it comes
with a collection of several hun-
dred song rolls. But the history of
the pianoisasuniqueasanything
at the show.

Mr. Wright’s parents bought
the Gulbranson pianointheearly
1920s. The family had many
happy times around the instru-
ment. However, in the early
1940s, a“ hot-shot shyster cameto
the country and told folks that if
they didn’t removetheplayer part
it would destroy the piano,” said
Mr. Wright. Not only did he con-
vincethe Wrights but many other
locals paid the con-man $20 to
dismantlethe player unit.

“The player part was stored in
thegranary and during World War
I peoplestoleall thebrassoff it,”
said Mr. Wright.

But he had a dream to restore

Who will
be the 2003
Queen?

Thisyear’ squeenwashornon
her father’s homestead in the
early 1900s in Cheyenne
County. Her childhood was
filled with many happy memo-
ries with her parents and sib-
lings. She helped with the farm
choresasayounggirl. She says
they milked cows, gathered the
eggs and raised chickens. Her
mother made the best bread,
pies and cakes and the aromais
one shewill never forget.

Asachildshedidalot of trav-
eling with her parents and sib-
lings.

She remembers hearing the
threshing machine whistles as
the wheat was threshed in the
summer time. The threshing
crew harvested wheat for many
of the area farmers. Their
whistleswerealwayscalling for
something they needed right
away. The women worked hard
cooking harvest meals for the
crew inthe cook shack that they
pulled to the different farms
where they were threshing the

-St. Francis News-

L ast Wednesday evening friends
took Arrilla Zimbelman and Mar-
garet Holzwarthto Big Ed’ sfor sup-
per for their birthdays. Friendswere
Dorothy Schield, Helen Peter and
Violet Cranmer.

Relativesattending thefuneral of
Don CortinConcordiaweresister-
in-law ArrillaZimbelman, Mr. and
Mrs. RonKrienand sonWade, Mr.
and Mrs. Dale Weeks, Francis
O’ Leary, lleneO’ Leary andfriend
Ivan of Stratton, Neb., Ronnie
O’ Leary of Topeka, Paul O’ Leary
of Denver, Colo., Michael O’ Leary
and son Patrick of Olathe.

FUNDRAISER

for Heartland Rural
Counseling Services

Sunday,
July 27
at St. Francis

Tuesday, July 29
All Day Long at Colby,
Goodland, Hill City,
Wakeeney, Oberlin and
Oakley
Dine-in, Carry-out or Delivery!
20% of all proceeds are
donated to Heartland
Rural Counseling Services

Contact your local Pizza Hut or
Heartland Rural Counseling
services at 462-7588

Thank you for

your continued support!
Coupons not valid with this offer.

the family heirloom and told his
family so. When, throughinherit-
ance, hegot the Gulbranson piano
and began the awesome task.

Mr. Wright contacted an outfit
in Denver that specialized in re-
pairing player pianos.

“Wewon’t touch aGulbranson
at any point!” the man said.

He realized that if this piano
were to play the rolls again he
would have to use his country
skills, knowledge and own hands
to makeit happen.

Hebegan by steamingwhat was
left of the player unit to separate
each part from the animal glue
which held it together. At this
point hesaw how many partswere
missing.

“I couldn’t imagine he would
ever get it together again, there
were too many pieces,” hiswife
Lucillesaid.

But Mr. Wright would not quit,
he found another Gulbranson
player unit butit wasfrom another
model. Thiswould provide some
of the necessary parts.

One of the most difficult steps
of theremodel wastherecreation
of tiny bellowsneeded topumpair
for each one of the 88 piano keys.

“These are made of cloth and
can't have leaks. Also they must
fold right towork,” he said.

The bellows must pump air to
thecorrect placeastheroll passes
over aslot. Thelength of the note
is determined by how long the
holeisinthepaper. To coordinate
this mechanism without formal

2003 THRESHER QUEEN

wheat.

Besureand beat the Thresher
Show on Thursday July 31, and
find out who is the 2003
Thresher Queen.

Wright at hisplayer piano.

training seemsimpossible.

L ooking back Mr. Wright said,
“1 know why they won'’t work on
them, | wouldn’t do it either!”
Through the experience, “I got a
pretty good education onit.”

L uckily hecontinued thiswinter
project and after about six months
the 1920sGulbranson player piano
wasin pre-con-man service again.

Thresher Show Activities

ANOLD-FASHIONED S NG-ALONGtakespIaceattheTri
State Antique Engine and Thresher Show with Maynard

Times staff photo by Casey McCormick.

Mr. Wright went further with the
job and added a vacuum pump so,
“you don’t haveto peddleitif you
don’twant,” hesaid.

Those coming to the Thresher
Show are likely to see Maynard
Wright and his good friend Mar-
tin Busse leading folks in songs
from the past accompanied on a
player piano that isthereal deal.

Enjoy the activities at
the Eggers Building 8

Therearelotsof activitieshelddur-
ingthefour daysof the Tri-State An-
tiqueEngineand Thresher Show but
one of the buildings which draws
many of the people isthe Eggers
Building8. Eachday, thereisasched-
uleof eventsand, tohelpthoseget to
theactivities, thedaysand timesare
listed below:

Thursday, July 31

Morning: welcome and registra-
tion.

Afternoon:

Introduction of Thresher Queen
and placing of thedoll.

Introductionof theJunior Missand
talent number.

3:30p.m.: Drawingfor door prizes
(must bepresenttowin.)

3:45p.m.: SingalongwithMartin
Bussearoundtheold player piano.

Friday,Aug.1

10:00 a.m.: Beaded angels and
snowmen demonstration by Phyllis
Wingfield.

2:30p.m.: History of early post of -
ficesby MarshaMagley.

3:30p.m.; Drawingfor door prizes.

3:45 p.m.: Sing dong around the
player piano.

Saturday, Aug. 2
10:30 a.m.: Tabetha Ketzner and

Dundy County
Processors

308-423-2633 « Benkelman, Neb.
David & Betty Bradney - owners

[1 Curing

Custom Slaughtering & Processing

[ Smoking
[1 Patty Making
[1 Retaill Meat

Attention:

shipping for

processing!

4-H Buyers

We will furnish

anyone wishing

her innovative Bird City bird seed
treats.

11:00a.m.: HeleneL andenberger,
TheWild RosePoet, with poetry and
song.

2:30p.m.: TheQuiltingLady “Or-
phanBlocks’ demonstrationby Dee
Dorsch.

3:30p.m.: Door prizes.

3:45 p.m.: Sing along around the
player piano.

Sunday, Aug. 3

Morning: attend one of the 30
minute services at the Country
Church(9,9:30and 10am.)

11 am.: “Across the Plains in
1864" withagrandmother’ sdiary by
Dorthy Mast.

2:30p.m.; VisitationtimeattheOld
PianoParlor.

3:30p.m.: Door prizes.

3:45p.m.: Endtheday with ajoy-
ful songaroundtheplayer pianowith
Martin Busse.

rr
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Cancellation
stamp available

By Casey McCormick

TheBird City Postmaster will be
presenting acommemorative, pic-
torial stamp at the soon to be held
Tri-State Antique Engine and
Thresher Association Show. Asa
community service, the postal ser-
vice is offering a cancellation
stamp, with apictureof asteamen-
gine and the Association’s logo,
that postmaster SonjaWeedenwill
use to imprint envelopes or post-
cardsat the show.

Postmaster Weeden will be at a
temporary post officeinBuilding 2
on Saturday, Aug. 2, from 10 am.
to 2 p.m. She will have envelopes
and postcards available to be
stamped with the commemorative
imprint.

For those who can not attend the
event but would like the cancella-
tion may submit a mail order re-
questinstead. All requestsmustin-
clude a stamped envel ope or post-
card bearing at least the minimum
first-classmail postage (37 cent per

envel opeor 23 centsper postcard.)
Items submitted for cancellation
may not include stampsissued af -
ter thedate of theevent. Suchitems
will bereturned without service.

Individuals wishing to obtain &
cancellation should affix stampstc
any envelopes or postcard of their
choice, address the envelope or
postcard to themselves or others,
insert a card of postcard thickness
inenvel opesfor sturdinessand tuck
in the flap. Place the envelope or
postcard in a larger envelope and
addressto Pictorial Cancellations,
Tri-State Antique Engine anc
Thresher Association Station,
P.O.Box 9998, Bird City, Kan.,
67731-9998.

After applying thepictorial can-
cellation the postal servicewill re-
turn the envelope or postcarc
through the mail. Customers whc
want their stamped item returned
with in a protected cover should
send a larger, stamped, self ad-
dressed envel ope.

Country school open
froml1l0a.m.to4 p.m.

The Highland Country School
house now resideson the Tri-State
Antique Engine and Thresher site
andisahistoricexampleof anearly
rural school. It is hosted by Rose-
mary Powell, Marsha Magley and
Dorthy Mast during the show and
will be open from 10 am. until 4
p.m. for activitiesand visitation.

Each morning of the show, ex-
cept Sunday, from 10 a.m. until
noon there will be a historical,
hands on craft project offered for
studentsof thefourth, fifth or sixth
grade level that enroll before the
show. The class will be limited to
eight. To enroll call Mrs. Mast at

734-2750. Supplies will be fur-
nished but only those who enroll
will be offered a free pass to the
show. Theproject will take at | east
two morningsto complete.

All students and adults are wel-
cometocomeandwatchthefunanc
learn apart of history.

Anoldfashioned literary will be
held at the school house Thursday
eveningat 7 p.m. Bring poems, sto-
ries, recitationsor play musical in-
struments.

The honor roll increases of
former country school students or
teachersevery year.

Meeting d
2003-04 fi

Meetingtimesanddatesfor the
new fiscal year were adopted by
the St. Francis Board of Educa-
tion at their Thursday evening
meeting.

For several years, the board
has agreed to meet at 7:30 p.m.
during central standardtimeor 8
p.m. during central daylight stan-
dard time on the second Thurs-
day of each months. However,
thereareconflictsonthat Thurs-
day during three months of the
year.

In the months of December,

ates set for
scal year

March and April, the board
agreed to meet on Mondays. In
December, the date will be the
15th; March, the 8th; and April,
the 5th.

All meetings are held at the
board room at the high school
located at 100 College Street,
St. Francis, unless otherwise
stated.

For more information or to
make an appointment to appear
before the board, call the
superintendent’s office at 785-
332-8182.
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