Opinion

Hats off to the fair board
membersandvolunteers

Sometimespeopl e, especially thosewhovolun-
teer, needaboost and abig“ pat ontheback!” This
istrueof thosewho serveonboardsbut especially
trueof thoseonthe Cheyenne County Fair Board.

It was hot and humid Monday afternoon but
many of thefair board members, dressedintheir
grubby clothes, wereout at thefairgroundsclean-
ing up and mowing, getting ready for thefair next
week. It was anything but agrand, gloriousjob!
They weren't sitting in an air conditioned build-
ing deciding how to spend the taxpayers money
— they were working! They were carrying big
pieces of metal, clearing away “stuff” that had
been piledinthebuildingslast year and not|ooked
at since; they were sweeping up cloudsof dust and
dirtand mowingweeds, al of whichleft particlesof
dirtanditchy stuff imbeddedinthesweaty skin. For
weeks, they havebeen getting polesandlightsupin
thearenaareaandtryingtoget that part of thegrounds
ready but, their work wasonly beginning.

Whenthefair starts, they will be sharing duties
with the extension office staff, trying to keep the
four daysand nightsof thefair running smoothly.
Thereisentertainment four nightsin front of the
grandstand and they are responsible for making
arrangements, advertising, lining upvolunteersto
taketicketsand superviseevents. LiketheAmuse-
ment Authority, they fill inwhen someonedoesn’t
show up. They will be there to settle disagree-
ments, soothe thefeelings of a4-H’er and find a
lost child’ sparent. They will helptocorral asteer
or ahorseand chasealosepig. They arriveclean
and fresh in the mornings and go hometired and

They take the complaints of those who didn’t
likethe entertainment or the judgesfor different
events, even though the board has tried to bring
inthebest they could afford. After al, whenthey
were planning for the fair entertainment, no one
stepped forwardwith suggestionsor tohelpmake
arrangements.

After thefairisover and thosefour daysof non-
stop activity isathing of the past, itisstill hot but
now the board membersaretired and would like
to do nothing more than go on a vacation to the
cool mountains or maybejust sit at home with a
glassof icedteain front of theair conditioner.

However, thefair board membersareback onthe
grounds, closingandwinterizingthebuildings, pick-
ingupand puttingaway and, withinthemonth, they
will besitting down together at aregular fair board
mesting, oftenwiththeextensoncouncil ,toseewhat
waswrong withthisyear’ sfair and what will make
next year' sfair even better.

Thosewho serveonmost boardsfindit athank-
lessjob but thefair board may betheworst. How-
ever, thisboard has one goal and that isto make
thetimespent at the CheyenneCounty Fair atime
to remember by 4-H’ ers, kids and adultsand all
that planning hastogojust right becausethey only
havefour daysto pull it off. Next timeyou seea
board member, whether it be Amusement A uthor-
ity, school, hospital or county (any board) but,
especially afair board member, remember to say
thanksfor volunteering. Anyonewhowouldlike
tobeafair board member should contact aboard
member, a commissioner or the county clerk’s

dirty at night.

officeand |l et them know. —Karen Krien

Councilman explains costs

About three years ago, the city
of St. Francis, withthe help of the
Cheyenne County Development
Corporation began reevaluating
the recycling program. This en-
deavor wasinitiatedinresponseto
someof thecitizen' srequest for a
way to dispose of household
waste in an environmentally re-
sponsibleway.

The city council, with the help
of the Development Corporation,
decided to moveforward by mak-
ing the site more manageabl e and
to aggressively seek new sources
to accept therecyclables.

A grant was written by Susan
Hobrock, Development Corpora-
tion Coordinator, for abuildingto
be used exclusively for recycling
and thegrant for the new building
was received, along with a grant
for the purchase of a baler. The
floor was paved with concrete
purchased by thecity and finished
with donated labor by Nita Con-
struction. The center is main-
tained by the city and managed by
Ben Andrist.

Thisfacility is now something
the community can bevery proud
of. Therecycling center isquickly
receiving more and more prod-
ucts, isnow moreconvenienttodo
SO.

Now | wouldliketo point out to
the citizens of Cheyenne County,
and especially tothecitizensof St.
Francis, the costs and benefits of
therecycling program.

At the time of both grant writ-
ings, thecity of St. Francishad to
show “payment in kind” to dem-
onstrate its willingness to help
fund the recycling center. This
was done with labor, materials
and equipment to get the site
ready for constructionandthento
provide electricity for the build-
ing.

A skidloader was purchased to
be used for loading. This loader
has since been found to be more
valuabletothecity streetscrew so
itisonly occasionally used at the
center.

A small forklift was purchased
for $2,750 to be used exclusively
at the center. The manager at the
center ispaid $480 per month and
there is discussion to raise that
amount due to the extrawork in-
volved with the new baler.

Electricity is about $95 per
month at the center. Transporta-
tion costs to take the recyclables
to Colby are about $300 per
month. Thereareextraman-hours
involvingthecity crew at thecen-
ter but these vary and are usually
for loading of thetruck. It should
be mentioned that for the past few
yearsthey have hadto putin more
hours than was expected but this
shouldtaper back considerably as
the center isnow fairly well com-
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pleted. Insurance on the building
and equipment is on the city’s
blanket insurance policy and an
exact amount was not able to be
determined but was estimated at
under $100 amonth. A reasonable
cost of monthly operation would
be$1,000-$1,200 per month. This
ismoney that ispaid out solely by
thecity of St. Francis. The$3,165
the county gives to Northwest
KansasRegional Recycling Orga-
nization doesnot comeback tothe
city for any operating expenses-
that money isfor maintaining the
Northwest Kansas Regional Re-
cycling Organization.

The county commissioners
voted last year to give the city of
St. Francis $10 per ton rebate on
recyclables kept out of the solid
waste site. This has a $1,000
maximum and last year we col-
lected the full amount by hauling
105 tons of recyclablesto Colby.

Thecity haulsabout 1,010tons
of garbagetothedump eachyear.
This amount includes 15 to 20
tons taken during the fall and
spring clean-up campaigns. The
county charges the city $30 per
ton to dump at the landfill. This
amount includes a $5 per ton in-
creasethecity received last year.
With man-hours, equipment and
dumpingfees, refusecoststhecity
roughly $100,000 ayear.

The county has informed the
city that as of October 2003, they
will no longer be able to accept
yard waste. Thisis an effort to
keep in line with government
regulations and to keep our land-
fill openandincompliance. | be-
lievethecommissioners’ thinking
isthat theyard waste comesfrom
the residential areas and should
therefore be managed by thecity.
| would, though reluctantly, have
to agree with this.

Thisisanissuethat will be ad-
dressed by your city council inthe
coming months.

Asthese figures show, manag-
ingrefusefor thecity isexpensive
as is the recycling program. Op-
erating alandfill siteand meeting

g & AENEEE. %
34

the government’s regulations is
also expensive. Extendingthelife
of our solid waste site should be
of concern to all of us. | believe
that the recycling program and a
possible composting operationis
avital part of thesolutionandwill
benefit all the citizens of Chey-
enne County.

It is afact that a landfill will
havealonger lifeif thereiseffec-
tive recycling program in that
community. Kansas Department
of Health and Environment looks
somuch morefavorably onacom-
munity that recycles. The Kansas
Department of Health and Envi-
ronment also is the department
that managesthe grant money for
projects such as the one we have
benefited from. They are truly
impressed with what northwest
Kansas is doing to confront the
problem of solid waste manage-
ment and recycling.

Think for a moment about this
future scenario: The landfill is
full. Therearetwo options; oneis
to build anew cell and cover the
oldsitetothespecificationsof the
government. (Right now, Thomas
county is looking at spending
$750,000 to open anew cell-and
$1,200,000 to cover and monitor
the old one). The second option
would be to set up a collection
site, sort the garbage, and then
haul it to various other destina-
tionsthat haveaplacefor our gar-
bage. Whether funded by city or
county, | think the cost and logis-
tics of thiswould be staggering.

S0, you see, itisimperativethat
wedo all wecantoextendthelife
of our landfill. Themoney and ef-
fort expended now on recycling
may be a bargain when we look
back in 20 years.

As acity councilman and as a
citizen of St. Francis and Chey-
enne County, | want to thank all
who support the recycling pro-
gram here and encourage every-
oneto take advantage of our fine
facility. Recyclingisour future

Roger Jensen
St. Francis
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By Dorthy Mast

Correction: During thetime that
MarshaMagley and | werecompil-
ing the information for the book
“Early Bird City,” we received a
letter form John D. Heavey that
contained his researched article
about hisgreat-grandfather Dennis
W. Cave to submit to the “Early
Bird City” publication in 1985
whichwedid so and at thetimewe
placed a copy of the article in the
Cheyenne County Historical files
asitissonotedinthebook on Page
28.

Inadvertently, a paragraph from
my article for the paper was omit-
ted creating amisunderstanding by
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asfollows: “ Rather than presenting
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