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0 audience for budget hearing

By Karen Krien

The St. Francis school budget hearing
was held during the regular meeting of the
St. Francis Board of Education on Thurs-
day, Aug. 14,inthemeetingroomat thehigh
school. Therewasnoaudienceto opposethe
budget whichwasprintedintheJuly 31is-

sue of The Saint FrancisHerald.

Doctor
doing
better

Therehavebeen several rumors
and many questionsregarding Dr.
Mary Beth Miller’s health re-
cently.

These are the facts said Les
Lacy, hospital administrator, who
noted that thisinformationiswith
Dr. Miller’ s permission.

Dr. Miller hasbeen undergoing
treatment for breast cancer for the
past few months. She had her last
scheduled treatment in early Au-
gust. All signsindicatethat treat-
ment has been successful. Even
so, the treatment itself isareal
challenge to the body, as anyone
who has had chemotherapy will
report.

Dr. Miller was admitted to the
Cheyenne County Hospital on
Monday, Aug 11, for treatment of
a complication of her chemo-
therapy. This complication had
resolved and Dr. Miller was dis-
charged to home by Thursday,
Aug 14. However, on the after-
noon of the next day, Dr. Miller
was flown out to Swedish Medi-
cal Center in Denver when it was
determined that small blood clots
from her indwelling IV catheter
were causing problems.

As of Monday morning, Dr.
Miller is cheerful on the phone
and looking forward to getting
back to work, reporting no re-
sidual effects.

Dr. Millerwill returntowork on
alimited schedule as soon as she
receives clearance to do so from
her oncologist. Shewill returnto
her normal scheduleassherecov-
ersher strength through the com-
ing month.

More surveys need to be returned to the clerk

By Karen Krien

Many Cheyenne County resi-
dentsreceivedaletter accompanied
by asurvey in their mailboxes two
week ago andthesurveysweretobe
returned by Aug. 11.

However, many were not re-
turned. It’snot too late!! Fill them
out— it only takesaminute— and
send them to the clerk’s office or
drop them off. Therewill be a sec-
ond mailing comingtowardtheend

School
numbers
aredown

By Karen Krien

St. Francisschool studentsen-
rolled Thursday for the new
school year, and while all stu-
dents have not yet enrolled, it
appearsthat enrollment isdown
thisyear.

“Enrollment is down below
400students-- thefirsttimesince
the unification in 1964,” said
Carl Werner, superintendent.

Asof Monday, theenrolIment
at the schools, kindergarten
through 12th grade, showed 372
students.

Last year, the official enroll-
ment count was 405 students
which was more than Superin-
tendent Werner had expected
however, heiswonderingif there
will be30studentsturnupbefore
theofficial enrollment.

Theofficia enrollmentwill be
taken Sept. 20.

Theschool budget for 2003-2004 calIsfor
$698,687 to be levied in local tax dollars.
Therest of the school’ s operating money,
75 percent, comes from state and federal

funds.
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Bidssought for Excursion
Superintendent Carl Werner reported that
Jeff Raile of Yost Ford-Mercury had told
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TYSON POLING’Slook said, “1t"’smy turn now!” Hisbrother Tiernan seemed to have

himthat thereisnow a“ statebid” available
for Ford Excursions which could save the
school $1,500 to $2,000. Last year, the
board purchased aFord Excursionandliked
it better than the suburbans. Ford has an-
nounced that thiswill be the last year that
the Excursion will be made.
Superintendent Werner told the board

LA

better luck at sitting on top of thehugepumpkin that camefrom their garden. Tyson and

Tiernan aretheson of Brett and CynthiaPoling.

of theweek.

“Itisjust soimportanttohavethe
survey formsreturned,” said Terry
Miller, county clerk. “If we can
qualify, we will have money to re-
locatethecounty healthofficetothe
basement of the clinic in St.
Francis.”

Thesurveyssent thesecondtime
are identical to the first surveys.
Somepeoplehavescratched outthe
codenumber intheleft hand corner

and it isimportant that the number
not be removed because the state
will not accept the survey.

Others have neglected to finish
filling out the estimated “net” in-
come. Only an “X” isrequired on
either side of the correct family
number income.

Theinstructionsareincludedand
easy tofollow. Peoplearenot asked
to tell their exact income, only an
estimate.

Herald staff photo by Betty Jean Winston.

“Itisimportant that peopleunder-
stand that thesurvey informationis
kept strictly confidential,” Clerk
Miller said.

In order to prove that the county
iseligibleto receivethe grants, the
residentsmust show that thecounty
isinalowtomoderately lowincome
level and at least 80 percent of the
surveys need to be returned to the
county clerk’ sofficeassoonaspos-
sible.

SAINTY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT washeld Thursday. Tervor Hilt talked toRobyn Raile,

officesecretary, about hisfirst year injunior high.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

that if they were interested in purchasing
another Excursion, thiswould be the time
torequest bids. If bidswererequested now,
they could be back before the next board
meeting. HenamedfiveFord dealersinthe
areaand recommended that bids be sent to
them, specifying that the board was inter-
ested in Excursion bidsonly.

out.

Theboard agreed to having the bids sent

Activity-trip buspay

A theend of theschool year, teachersand
staff were given bonusesin place of raises
but therewasnothing doneabout raisingthe
pay for activity-tripdrivers. Superintendent

See BUDGET on Page7

Cancer walk
scheduled for
Saturday at 7

Sawhill Park will bethesiteof the
fourthannual Relay for Lifeon Sat-
urday night. Former and current
cancer patients, their families, busi-
nesses, civic organizations and the
publicareurgedtotakeapartinthe
American Cancer Society Relay for
Lifesetfor 7 p.m. on Saturday to 7
a.m. on Sunday morning.

TheRelay for Lifeisthe Ameri-
can Cancer Society’ sversion of an
athleticrelay toraisemoney for the
fight against cancer.

Thepublicisurgedtobringalawn
chair and come join the activities
surrounding the Relay. Check the
list of activitieswith thisarticle. If
pitching atent, thestakesshould not
belonger than 6 inches.

The Chamber of Commercewill
becooking hamburgersand serving
chips beginning at 7 p.m. and pro-
ceedswill bedonated to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. The Shrine
Candy Wagon will be available to
sell bottled water, pop and popcorn
with all proceeds donated to the
AmericanCancer Society. Boththe
Candy Wagon and Chamber’s
boothwill beset up at thewest edge
of Sawhill Park and the Shrine pa-
vilioninthecity park.

Asof Monday, therehad beenno
volunteersfor the*Locksof Love”
ceremony where peoplewith 10 or
more inches of healthy hair haveit
cut and donateit for cancer-survivor
wigs. Last year, there were 10
people having their hair cut for
“Locksof Love.”

During theevening, therewill be
avariety of events and perfor-
mances by local talent in the band
shell at the park. The publiciswel-

Two years ago, the city of St.
Francisconducted the same survey
and received a grant for the city’s
sewer system. Thefigurescollected
for that survey arestill goodfor this
grantapplication, however, toapply
for grantsfor thehealth department
andfireand emergency medical ser-
vice training room, the figures
neededtobecollected county-wide.
Surveys were sent to residents liv-
inginthecounty but outsidethecity

— Schedule —

6 p.m.Registration of survivors
Gather at the
LionsPicnic Shelter
7 p.m. Opening ceremony and
National Anthem
Survivorswalk first [ap

7p.m. Music
8p.m. “Locksof Love”
9p.m.  Luminary ceremony

followed by lap by

family member in honor

of aloved onelost to cancer
Music

I nterdenominational
churchservice

7am.

cometo comeenjoy these events.

Thehighlight of theevening will
betheimpressiveluminariaservice
which will start at 9 p.m. A list of
honorees and memorials for each
luminaria will be read. The
luminariaswill belitalongtheside-
walksof Sawhill Park andleft burn-
ing astheRelay continuestoremind
all donors of theincredible impor-
tance of their donations.

Everyone is urged to come on
downandwalkintherelay, just call
Paige Gardner at 785-332-3506 to
enter.

“Youdon't haveto be on ateam
but we can put you on ateam,” she
said.

Teamsand participantsaretol ook
for thetent at the start-finish line at
Denison Street (betweenthe parks)
toregister andfor moreinformation.

Survivorsshould call Kathy We-
ber and they can get a survivor T-
shirtandwalk at 7 p.m.

SeeWALK on Page7

's office

limits, toresidentsin Bird City and
tothoseresidentsin St. Franciswhc
falledtorespondtothesurvey taken
two yearsago.

These grants are given for im-
provement projects and federal
money is used. It should be noted
that if Cheyenne County does not
receive the grant money, someone
elsewill.

St. Francisfiretrucks
See SURVEY on Page7

Extension agent
resigns ag post

ByKaren Krien

Dale Weeks, representing the
county Extension Council, metwith
theCheyenneCounty Commission-
erson Friday where he announced
that theag agent, Casey Johnson had
resigned. The commissioners dis-
cussed whether it was necessary to
have an agent or not and what the
other alternativeswere. Intheend,
they agreed to tablethe matter until
moreinformationonthecounty ex-
tension council expenses could be
brought to them. A special meeting
will be held at 1 p.m. on Thursday
totalk further about acounty agent.

Thecounty appropriated $72,520
to the Extension Council last year
and planswereindefiniteastowhat
thecouncil wouldreceivethisyear.
KansasStateUniversity paysall but
$16,000 of each agent’s salaries
and, as Tim Raile, commissioner,
pointed out, the $16,000 which the
county paysisless expensive than
hiring a coordinator (instead of an
agent).

Ron Krien, commissioner,
thought it wasimportant to keep an

active 4-H program in the county.
Mr. Weeks pointed out that the
agent is supposed to spend 30 per-
cent of hi’her timeworkingwith 4-
H and reportsfrom the agent isthat
this percent of time had been spent
withthat program but heal so noted
thatinyearspast, therehad beentwa
agentsand, together, they had spent
twicethat time or 60 percent.

If thecommissionersapprovethat
theExtension Council seek another
agent, they felt like it should be an
agagentanditwill takeat | east three
monthsplustraining (if needed) be-
forethecounty could havean agent
inplace.

Bird City law enfor cement
agreement

Kevin Berens, county attorney,
and the commissioners discusses
the Bird City City Council’s pro-
posal to work with the county sher-
iff to providelaw enforcement cov-
eragefor thecity. Thecommission-
ersfeltthatitwasimportant that the
items that the city is giving the
county were itemized. Attorne

See RESIGNS on Page



RESIGNS

Continued from Pagel
Berenswill meetwith LeslieBeims,

attorney for Bird City, and will then
draw uptheagreement, notingthat the
city will pay thecounty $25,000for a
year's coverage and the county will
provide coverage and benefitsto a
law officerthatisagreeabletoboththe
city of Bird City and the sheriff.

Attorney Berens said that the law
officer would needto continueusing
aBird City ticket book whichissuing
tickets asthe city wanted to keep its
court and city ordinances.

Inother business

Inother business:

« JR. Landenberger, St. Francis
City Supervisor, will be asked to at-
tend a future meeting to discuss the
purchase of two radios for the dis-
patch office.

 Danny Schlittenhardt, noxious
weed supervisor, and Dolores Jenik,
treasurer, were given permission to
attend meetings.

» Thecommissionersagreedtopay
10hoursovertimefor theundersher-
iff.

* A highway permit allowing
MurfinQil tocrossacountry roadwas
signed.

 The city of Bird City had re-
quested $3,860 of the Specia Parks
Fundstotrimandcut downtrees. Dis-
cussion followed astwo of thecom-

missioners thought that the special
funds should beused toimprovethe
park with equipment or something
similar... that trimming and cutting
down trees was maintenance work
and should be doneby thecity crew.
Therequest wasvoted down.

e Thecommissionerswereurgedto
attend aNorthwest Kansas Sub-Re-
gional Summit where those present
would discuss agriculture, tourism,
servicebusinessandproductionbusi-
ness. Thesummit isbeing formed at
the request of Gov. Sebelius. Com-
missioner Jane Brubaker agreed to
represent Cheyenne County by at-
tending the meeting.

* Attorney Berens had researched
the subject of alineitem budget and
how theseitemscan becontrolled by
the commissioners. The matter will
be discussed at another mesting.

 Executivesessionswerecalledby
both Terry Miller, county clerk, and
DaleWeeks, representingthe Exten-
sion Council. The only comment to
comeout of themeetingswasthat the
county ag agent had resigned.

» The commissioners agreed that
when one of the fire trucks had a
breakdown, it should befixed by the
county road and bridge mechanics,
rather than take it to one of the me-
chanicsin the county. Thiswould
keep the costsdown.

SURVEY

Continued from Page 1
Thefiretrucks used in the county

arealsoneedingtobereplacedandthe
commissioners can apply for grants
for these. Dave Flemming, road and
bridge supervisor, uses Community
Block Grantsfor bridgebuilding.

The fire trucks and possibly the
bridge building will be applied for
nextyear.

“We weren't really prepared to
purchase fire trucks this year,” said
Gary Rogers, emergency manager
and member of the St. Francis Fire
Department.

He reported that most of the rural
fires are on Conservation Reserve
Programlandwhichislandthatisnot
farmed andtractorshavetroubleget-
ting over it, to say nothing about fire
trucks.

Therurdl firetrucksarearound 20
years old and the older they are, the
more maintenance work they need.
The oldest truck recently needed to
havebrakesinstalled.

“Wehadn'tlookedat pricesbefore
because the money wasn’t there but
if we can get a Community Block

Grant, we could get the trucks we
need.”

Manager Rogersestimatedthat the
new trucks would cost between
$50,000 and $80,000, depending
uponthesizeof truck purchased.

Bird City

DaveHickert, mayor of Bird City
and city fire chief, reported that the
training roomwasplanned whenthe
Walt Eggers Emergency Building
was built 13 years ago but therejust
hasn’t been the funding availableto
finish it. When the project is com-
plete, it will have a meeting room,
sink for cleanup, small kitchen area
aswell aslaundry facility for emer-
gency medica techniciansand fire-
men for cleaning up gear and equip-
ment. Thetraining room already has
arestroom, office, carpet and aheat-
ing and cooling system which were
installedwithmoney usedfromcom-
munity fund raisers.

Questions- call clerk’soffice

Anyonehavingquestionsaboutthe
survey formor needingsomehelpcan
call the clerk’s office at 785-332-
8800.

BUDGET

Continued from Page 1
Werner recommendedthat thepay of

$6.80per hour for driversberaisedto
$6.90 per hour. Teachers driving
were paid $.168 per mileand it was
recommended thisraiseto $.17 per
mile. The cost of amed wouldraise
from $8.40t0 $8.50.

Lastyear, thetotal paidtoactivity-
trip bus drivers added up to $5,350
and teachersdriving thebuseshad a
total pay of $2,169.

GeneDodd, board president, asked
what theother school sintheareawere
payingtheir activity-tripdrivers. The
superintendent said he would look
into thematter and report back at the
next meeting.

The board members seemed to
agreethatitwasn’t muchpaymentfor
the responsibility and time spent in-
between times of arriving at agame
and waiting to take the teams back
home.

Busroutes

Last year, the school started the
school year withsevenbusroutesand
ended up with only six. Thisyear,
schoal isstarting with six busroutes
but Superintendent Werner said that
thenumber could droptofiveroutes.
Each route was looked at and the
board reported on residenceswhich
couldhavechildrenridingandothers
wherethefamilieshad moved.

Theschool yearwill alsoprobably
start with onenoon kindergarten bus
route. The superintendent said that
Pat Confer hadresignedfromdriving
the noon route and it was uncertain
what arrangementswould be made.

1,116-hour school year

The board approved the school to
usethel,116-hour school year. Each
year, the board must let the Kansas
StateDepartment of Educationknow
if theschool will beusingthe 1,116-
hour or 186-day school year.

Superintendent Carl Werner said
that the 1,116-hour school year al-
lows more flexibility for snow days
if needed. However, he stressed that
the administration makesevery rea-
sonableefforttoattendthetotal num-
ber of daysthat are schedul ed.

Inother business

In other business:

* The board accepted the resigna
tionof LeaKellerwhowill beresign-
ing from her afternoon employment
with the school However, she
plannedtocontinueworkingwiththe
district’s Advanced Learning Pro-

gram. Superintendent Werner said
the position would be filled from
withinthe staff.

 The board was invited to attend
the PTA-sponsored Teacher Appre-
ciationNightscheduledfor 6:30p.m.
on Tuesday attheelementary school.
Thisyear, therewill benohamburger
fry but therewill be pizzawhichwill
beprovided by theschool andthe St.
FrancisAreaChamber of Commerce
will give out ice cream bars. Board
President Dodd will give the “Ad-
dressonthestate of the schools.”

WALK

Continued from Page 1

For information about buying a
luminariamemorial for aloved one
who lost their fight to cancer, orin
honor of a survivor, call Sherry
Schultz at 785-332-2860. For other
questions, call Mrs. Gardner, chair-
person, at 785-332-3506.

“Thisfourthannual cancer Relay
for Lifepromisestobean awesome
community event— don’ t missit,”
said Mrs. Gardner.

“Remember, we must not lose
track of thereal reason that we are
doing thisand that it to raise funds
for thefight against cancer!

Everyoneisurged to find ateam
member today and buy somelumi-
naries.

“That ishow we can be most ef-
fective(inthefightfor cancer),” she
concluded.

There are many major sponsors
for this event and the generosity of
thesesponsorsallowsall donations
togodirectly tothe American Can-
cer Society. They are: First National
Bank, Grace Flying Service,
Bankwest of Kansas, Diamond R
Bar and Grill, Lawn Ridge 4-H
Club, The Windmill Restaurant,
CheyennePharmacy Plus, JamesM.
Milliken Chartered, RossManufac-
turing, CaptainHook’ sFineDining,
St. Francis Equity, Pizza Hut,
Goodell Greenhouse and Floral,
Tri-State Lumber and Tubing,
Lampe Hardware, Neitzel Insur-
ance, Dr. Tim Poling, Dr. Melvin
Dunn, Kite and Day, B & R
Bierocks, Sainty Super Foods, We-
ber Barbershop, Krien Pharmacy,
Pleasant Hill 4-H Club and Jensen
Construction.

Thursday, August 21, 2003

E-Z Kare” Acrylic
Latex Interior
Paints

2,112 colors
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 Fast drying
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Kids Going
Back-to-School???
Time to wrap up those
unfinished projects!!!
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Take an additional
25% off already
reduced merchandise!
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GREAT PAINT. GREAT STORE’

Owens True-value

T

113 E. Washington ¢ St. Francis » 785-332-2411

Friday & Saturday
August 22 & 23

116 W. Washington = St. Francis, KS
785-332-3434

Notebook

Large Gluestick

Regular or Diet

Kleenex 160ct.

| | Gatorade-64 oz. Bottle  $1.99

785-332-2250 or
1-800-332-4077
Hours: M-F ¢ 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat.*9am.-2 p.m.
Sun. ¢ Closed

1l 120 E. Washington

785-332-2064

Paper mate 10pk:
No. 2 Pencils

Back-to-School Sale!
25% off ALL school products

WAS NOW

100 ct. Filler Paper 1.39 .39
Five-Star 5-Subject 5.99 4.49

99 74

1.99 1.49

| 48 Crayola Crayons 349  2.67
Ll Vanilla Pepsi-12 Pack  2/$5.00| pStretchable Bookcovers 2.49  1.86

1.49 1.16

CHeyenne

PHARMACY

St. Francis 301 W. Washington « St. Francis, KS

Z 2= Plus

M akethe Right Connection .

and get on linefor less.
Receive three months free!

for one year. Normal monthly
rates are $19.95 per month

UNLIMITED ACCESS INTERNET

INTERNET Access Price based on prepayment
) as low as
$14.92/month plus one time hook-up fee.

nwkansas.com

| Che Saint Lrancis FHevald

P.O. Box 1050 ¢ St. Francis, Kan. 67756 « 785-332-3162 » sfher ald@nwkansas.com

Give them

A Way Home

through a
COLLEGE
SUBSCRIPTION

In Kansas - $25
Out-of-state - $28
Bird City Times
Kansas - $22
Out-of-state - $25
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