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xtension council’s budgetiscut

By Karen Krien

The Cheyenne County Commissioners
met in special session on Thursday to dis-
cussthecounty’ s2004 budget, specificaly,
what to do with the Extension Council’s
appropriation. After discussing the matter
for an hour and making phone call, they

Ballfield
funding
discussed

By Sandy Barnhart

JoleneDoddand A.J. Marin, rep-
resentingthe St. FrancisRecreation
Commission, met with the St.
FrancisCity Council on Aug. 19to
discussfundingof theballfieldat the
fairgrounds.

Since the 2004 budget had al-
ready been completed, Mrs. Dodd
wanted to know when they needed
to come before the council inorder
to have funds budgeted for the
ballfield?Thecouncil saidthat bud-
get discussions usually began in
Juneandif the Commissionwanted
to get the ballfield on the budget,
they neededto comein May todis-
cusstheneeds. Thiswould givethe
council ample time to include the
fieldinthe budget.

Mrs. Dodd commended Eric
Fialaand city crew onthejob they
had donewiththefield, andfeltlike
sometype of watering system with
atimer wasstill needed. Beforethis
can be done, the fence, along with
sometrees, needed to bemoved out
andthefieldleveled.

Mrs. Marin asked that, now the
city owned the ballfield, would the
Recreation Committeehaveasayin
the renovation of the field. Mrs.
Dodd asked if acommittee similar
to the one that the city was consid-
ering setting up for the swimming
pool could also be established for
the ballfield? She noted that the
Commissionhadaplanforthefield
but not enough fundsto executethe
plan. Between fund raisers and
money received fromtheNew Gen-
erationfunds, theballfield now has
around $2,000.

Originally the Recreation Com-
mitteewasestablishedto set up pro-
grams for the community and was
more geared to holding camps,
baseball andflagfootball programs
pluspurchasing equipment forthese
activities. The city acquired the
ballfieldwhentheRecreation Com-
mittee had come to them with con-
cernsof overuse of theallotted wa-
ter from the well. The county had
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decided to cut the Extension Council’ sap-
propriation from last year’s appropriation
of $72,520t0 $56,520; a$16,000 total cut.

The decision to call a special meeting
cameafter the Aug. 15 meetingwhen Dale
Weeks, representing the Extension Coun-
cil, reported that Casey Johnson, county

meeting.

agent, had resigned following thefair. The
commissioners had aweek to think about
what to do with the appropriation for the
Council andhad agreat deal todiscussat the

Thefirst suggestion discussed was shar-
inganagent withanother county or hiringa

BREANNA CHARNOFF’' Smother showed her whereher cubby was. Breannéisakin-

dergarten studenttotheSt. FrancisElementary School.
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Hospital showing positive figures

ByKaren Krien

The Cheyenne County Hospital
was showing somepositivefigures
when the board meet on Thursday.
Les Lacy, hospital administrator,
reported that the number of those
using the hospital early in August
was strong and the outpatient num-
bersalsoseemedtobefairly steady.

Board membersshowed concern
about the health of Dr. Mary Beth
Miller, who had recently suffered a
complication of her chemotherapy.
Administrator Lacy said that Dr.

Millerwasdoingvery well andwas
back home.

In the absence of Dr. Miller,
locum tenens were being used in
August. Thosefillingininclude: Jon
Becker, physician assistant; Jenny
Niblock, registered nursepractitio-
ner; Dr. Gary Morsch, Dr. Paul
Wardlaw and Dr. Greg Hamel.

“The hospital has been able to
meet its cash needs since the last
board meeting,” Administrator
Lacy said.

He also pointed out that the Bird

No grants offered
city council looks

By Sandy Barnhart

AttheAug. 19 meeting of the St.
FrancisCity Council, Roger Jensen,
councilman, explainedthat therea-
son there were no grants being of -
feredto establishcompost siteswas
because the of the state’s lack of
money.

At arecent solid waste manage-
ment seminar whichhehad attended
in Lindsborg, he learned that the
grants come from atipping fee at
landfills, givingthestatetheauthor-
ity tousewhatever needed. Thestate
has taken 25 percent of the funds
which will be put in the General
Fund. He noted that the feesfor his
attendance at the seminar had been

paid for by the Northwest Kansas
Regional Recycling organization.

Superintendent J.R.
Landenberger along with Council-
man Dale Weeks and Councilman
Jensenhadvisited Colby’ scompost
site. With the county closing the
dumpsitetograssclippings, thecity
has considered establishing acom-
post site.

The Colby site is approximately
400feet by 100feet, hasvirtually no
odor, takes around 10 man-hoursa
week to operate and is a process of
three monthsto compl ete the com-
post. Councilman Jensen also felt
that there were some suitable sites
around St. Francisto put acompost

City Clinic had once again made a
profit and, while it was only $72,
wasaprofit.
Director’sreport

Jackie John, area director for
Great Plains Health Alliance, re-
ported that the computer system is
up and running. The Cheyenne
County Hospital will be one of the
hospitals in the system which will
cost considerably lessandwill beas
efficient as the new computer sys-
tem which Hays Medical Center is
setting up.

Before, thecounty hospital wasa
part of HaysMedical Center’ scom-
puter systembut about thefirst of the
year, the administrator and Great
PlainsHea th Alliancestaff learned
that the Hays system would be ex-
tremely complicated and very ex-
pensivetobeapart of. Sinceanum-
ber of the hospitals using Hays
Medical Center’ ssystemwerealso
apart of Great Plains Health Alli-
ance, theAlliancestaff beganinves-

tigating the needs and costs of a
See FIGURES on Page6

for composting;
at compostsite

site. Theissuewastabled.

Superintendent Landenberger
noted that the commissioners have
agreedtoextendtheOct. 1deadline
fortwoweekstoallowinggrassclip-
pings put in the county dump
through the annual city-wide
cleanup.

Property cleanup

Attorney Mike Day updated the
council on the property cleanup. A
petition has been filed in District
Courttoproceedwiththecleanup of
two properties. Those properties
include: Linfred Oster/Jesse
McWilliamsat 318 E. Whittier and
MarvinMiller/BonnieCoatesat 613
W. First.

Thesaleof theproperty at 218 E.
Firsthadfinalizedand Attorney Day
notedthat awork planisineffectfor
the clean-up effort.

The last property cleanup dis-
cussed was the white trailer house
located at 506 E. Second Street, be-
longing to ErvaGene DeAragon.

Correction: It should be noted
thatinlast articleof thecity council
and the minutes of the city council
both stated this trailer house was
located on College Street. Mrs.
DeAragon said that the trailer (or-
ange) on College Streetisnot under
court order to bemoved.

Thecity, asof July 15, hashadthe
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coordinator. If an agent was hired, the
county’s share of the salary would be
$16,000 and K-State University would
come up with the rest of the salary. How-
ever, if acoordinator was hired, even part
time, it would cost at least $16,000. Com-
missioner TimRailewasinfavor of calling

ties.

onvolunteerstofill theagent’ sresponsibili-

Commissioner JaneBrubaker pointed out
that K-Statehad quit paying benefitsandthe
county board was how coming up with
portion of thebenefits. Theemployeecould

See BUDGET on Page6

Surveysneeded,
return to clerk

by Aug.

ByKaren Krien

At the Thursday meeting, the
Cheyenne County Hospital Board
wasconcerned about the number of
Community Development Block
Grant surveys that had been re-
turned to the county clerk’ s office.
They knew that the surveyswereto
bereturned by Aug. 11 and thesur-
veyswereakey to applyingandre-
ceiving thegrant.

The hospital board, through the
county commissioners, have ap-
plied for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant to move the
county healthofficefromitspresent
location near U.S. 36 to the base-
ment of theclinicinSt. Francis. The
surveys were sent to county resi-
dentsliving outside city limitsand
those living in Bird City (asurvey
was completed within St. Francis
several yearsago).

Itisnecessary that thesurveysare
completed correctly andthat at | east
80 percent of the surveys sent are
returned. From those returned, the
income level of the county will be
determined. TorecelvetheCommu-
nity Development Block Grant,
county residents must show low to
moderately-low incomelevels.

Clerk Terry Miller reported that
onTuesday, 351 of thesurveyswere
inbuttohitthe80 percent mark, 190

28

more need to be returned. He also
said that it appeared that the county
will qualify for the low to moder-
ately low income requirements but
at least 190 surveys still need tc
comein.“Thesegrantswill begiver
to somecity or county for whatever
projects but, they will be given out
and Cheyenne County might aswell
benefitif wecanqualify,” said Terry
Miller, county clerk, reminding ev-
eryone who has not returned their
survey to pleasefill it out and senc
it back.

“Y ouknow, if wecanqualify and
get thisgrant, it will help keep our
taxes down because we need funds
for several different projects now
andinthefuture,” Clerk Miller said,
noting that the survey data base is
storedintheclerk’ sofficeunder the
confidentiality. On Friday, those
who had not returned their surveys
or therewasan error infilling them
out would receive asecond survey.
Thissurvey wouldbeidentical tothe
first survey and the date to have
them returned would be Aug. 28.

Publichearing set

A publichearingwill beheldat 1C
am. on Friday in the commission-
ers’ room of the courthouse in St.
Francis. Thepurposeof thehearing
isto consider an application to be

See SURVEY on Page6

Weather remains
hot; in high 90s

It'sbeen hot!! Fall islessthat a Date High Low Prec.
month away but it feels like the Aug. 19 o1 64
middleof July. Kathy Woodcox, St.  Aug.20 93 63
Francisweather observer, reported  Aug.21 98 66
highs of 90 and oneday that wasa  Aug. 22 100 70
100 degree every day inthepast Aug.23 99 67
week. Unfortunately, she reported Aug. 24 99 65
norainor, for that matter, noteven Aug. 25 97 61
atrace of moisture.
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Society.

HRI‘NERS, with-thei'r Caﬁd&\/\/agon, earned twice as
much, $450, aslast year to giveto the American Cancer

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien
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authority to move the white trailer
house, giving Mrs. DeAragon a
chancetofindasuitablemoverfirst.
Mrs. DeAragonexplainedthat after
believing shehad someoneto move
thewhitetrailer house, thedeal had
fallen through. After several more
phonecallsthe only time she could
find someone to move the white
trailer house was between Thanks-
givingand Christmas. Attorney Day
informed Mrs. DeAragon that the
white trailer house needed to be
moved sooner, andthat with her per-
mission, he and Superintendent
L andenberger would do somecall-
ing to try to find someone to move
the white trailer in the next two
weeks. Attorney Day assured Mrs.
DeAragon that they would consult
with her ontheprice beforefinaliz-
ing any plans.

Attorney Day also stressed to
Mrs. DeAragon that if no mover
could be found, then the city crew
would movethewhitetrailer house
andif shewasunabletopay thecosts
the costs would be assessed to her
personal property tax.

Manholesinstalled/tested
Representative of Miller and Asso-
ciations, McCook told the council
that themanhol eshad beeninstalled
and the crew was in the process of
completing the water testing on
them. Only apercentageof theman-
holesneed to betested and asof the
meeting the first manhole had pass
thetest.

Superintendent report

* Superintendent Landenberger
said that the main water pump mo-
tor at the swimming pool had quit
andthereplacement wasat acost of
$1,045.

 Dan Blair and Superintendent
Landenberger attended a Mutual
Aide programin Oberlin

* Thaniel Monaco of Miller and
Associates, McCook, is scheduled
toattend thenext meeting to update
the council on the sewer project.

« Frontier Equity inBird City has
signed the wireless Internet con-
tract, bringing thewirelessInternet
to Bird City residents.

Clerk report

* The council approved the em-
ployeeprescriptionreimbursement
plan. City clerk Mary Lampe ex-
plainedthat thecity reimburseseach
employeeand hig/her family mem-
bersupto$600for prescription. The
employee pays the first $10 for
brand and $5 for generic prescrip-
tion. The city then reimburses the
employee for the remainder of the
prescription up to $600 ayear.

« A franchisecheck intheamount
of $1,559 was received from Clas-
sicCable Television.

« Clerk Lampe noted that Paige
Gardner had approached her asking
toputupRelay for Lifesignsat both

city limits entrances. Superinten-
dent Landenberger noted that Mrs.
Gardner would need to first check
withthe State.

e Clerk Lampe said that she had
been approach concerning the un-
even bottom step leading up to the
new city hall building. Councilman
Jensen noted that thefirst step was
uneven dueto the slop of the street
andadvisedthat theuneven edgebe
painted yellow.

Building permits

Building permits were approved
for the following residents: Jerry
White, raze shed; Leroy Bishop,
erect fence; Rodney Neitzel, erect
fence; Maurice Stramel, pour con-

crete; Glenn Raile, erect fence.
Other business

* The council approved the one-
year contract with Chuck Peters, St.
Francis, astechnical supportforthe
wireless Internet. Thecity will pay
Mr. Peters $1,000 a month for his
services.

* The council approved apay re-
quest to Kelly Morris for approxi-
mately three-fourths of the sewer
project at the new addition south of
town. The amount approved was
$28,746.

* The council agreed to leavethe
swimming pool punch card asis,
any punches left over will not be
honored the next season.

* Several bad corners with poor
visibility were discussed. Superin-
tendent Landenberger will check
into them.

Executivesession

Superintendent Landenberger re-
quested 5 minutesin executive ses-
sionfor personnel.

Council woman Kay Shay re-
quested 5 minutesin executive ses-
sionforreal estate. Partiesinterested
in bidding on the old city office
building.

The council discussed employee
wage in executive session and ap-
proved apay raisedinthe2004 bud-
Qet.

BUDGET
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purchase an insurance which they
liked. She said that Mr. Weeks had
mentioned that the Council could
maybe get by on $6,000 | ess.

Before hiring Agent Johnson,
there had been some discussion on
sharinganagent withaneighboring
county but nothing had comeof it.

Commissioner Ron Krien won-
dered, if therewasn’t goingtobean
agent, was the van used by the Ex-
tensionofficepersonnel still neces-
sary? There was no further discus-
siononthevan.

The commissioners seemed to
agreethat the county agent did less
thanagentsseveral yearsago. Com-
missioner Krien further enforced
thismatter by pointing out that, sev-
eral years ago, the fair board had
taken over anumber of thedutiesat
thefair and 4-H leaders and volun-
teerswere al so picking up many of
theresponsibilities.

“Are we filling the same needs
andistheExtension Council chang-
ingwiththetimes?’ Commissioner
Railechallenged.

“Wearegoingtohavetocut costs
somewhere and | think thereisan
opportunity tocut thebudget here.”

“Someone said the Extension
Council should be able to givethe
same services on less and | don’t
think they can,” Commissioner
Brubaker said. “ Everythinggoesup
and K-State’ spay isdown.”

“1 think the Council needsto do
somesoul searchingand | think they
canstill meet theneedsof thecounty
on less money,” Commissioner
Raile said, noting that the county
road and bridge department had
gonefrom16 employeesdownto 12
or 13employees.

Another thing that concernedthe
commissionerswasthefiguresthey
had asked for at the last meeting
were brief and there was no break-
down of what the secretary was
paid, coordinator, and other money

needed to run the office.

“We don’t even know what per-
cent of the benefitsthey pay nor do
weknow what itwould costtoshare
an agent with another district,”
Commissioner Krien said.

Both Commissioners Krien and
Raile agreed that the information
provided still didn’t show the need
and said that the Extension Council
had donealot of good for thecounty
overtheyearsbut they needtocome
inand show proof.

Commissioner Raile added that
hefeltthat if the Extension Council
was truly interested in keeping the
officeopenthey would havebeenat

the specia meeting.

Commissioner Brubaker calcu-
lated from the figures the Council
had given and shefigured it would
cost $55,000 to $56,000 to run the
officewith no agent.

Allthecommissionersagreedthat
they didn’t likemaking cutsbut the
Extension Council had the highest
appropriation especially compared
tothe Cheyenne County Conserva-
tion District which receives an ap-
propriation of $11,059.

After much talking and discuss-
ing, the commissioners finally
agreedto cut the Extension Council
Budget from $72,520 to $56,520.

FIGURES
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computer system which would suit
al of theneeds.

The staff isbeing trained and it
will soonbethemaincomputer sys-
tem used by the county hospital
staff.

Inother business

Inother business:

» The board talked about the
Community Development Block
Grant and al so about themoney and
pledgesneeded tofill the state Tax
Credit Program. It was noted that
the Tax Credit Program needsonly
$27,000 before it is filled and
should befilled beforethedeadline
of theend of 2003.

 Darrell Reid, medi cal technician,
has accepted a position as the
hospital’ slab and X-ray supervisor.
Hewill start on Sept. 15.

* Thefinal payment ontheclinic
was made Aug. 13 and the admin-
istrator said he was able to reduce
thefinal payment by $400 to cover
thecost of improvementsinthedry-
wall finish in some areas of the
basement.

* The architect’ sinvoice 780 was
approved. Thefirst payout tothear-

chitect for $100,260 wasapproved.
This payment is for supervision,
bonds, excavation, inspections,
concretework, justtonameseveral
items.

Theboardwentintoexecutiveses-
siontodiscusspersonne. In30min-
utesthey returned with no decisions
being made.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the hospital
boardwill beat 7 p.m. on Sept. 18in
the clinic basement acrossthe street
fromthehospital.

FUNDING
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then deeded the balIfield to the city
and since that time Mr. Fiala has
beenabletokeepthewater under the
allotted amount.

It was decided that Council
women Kay Shay and Natalie
Knodel,whonow serveontheParks
and Recreation Committee, attend
thenext Recreationmeetingandre-
port back at the next council meet-

ing.
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To list your business drop us a card!
Call 785-332-3162 today.

T
Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Windows & Siding
Painting

Dr. D.F. Schnee

Optometrist
601 E. Hwy. 24
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-5501
or 1-800-864-4612

LEACHAGENCY

Gary Leach, AGENT
Mila Bandel, P&C Agent

2

209 W. Washington,
St. Francis, KS 67756
785-332-2898 FAX 785-332-3155
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RoSS Jamison

Are you covered?
AUTO, HOME, LIFE,
MEDICAL, CROP
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785-332-2150

114 N. Scott

St Francis, KS. 67756
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Country Pantry
E. US36

St. Francis, KS

(785) 332-3467
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AUTO GLASS REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
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Your Dry Cleanlng & Laundry Specialists

Dr. R.K. Driver

Optometrist
110 W. 10th
Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-3654
Closed Wed. afternoon and all day Sat.

Carousdl Cleaners
128 W. Main St.
Sterling, CO
(970) 522-8867

785-854-7674
1-888-247-5153
Fax 785-854-7675

FRANK & PAULINE KAISER
Owners
P.O. Box 93

Long Island, Kansas 67647

An Authorized Independent Franchise

REPAIR
REPLACEMENT
MOBILE SERVICE
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submitted to the Kansas Depart-
mentof Commercefor Small Cit-
ies Community Development
Block Grant funds.

The Block Grant will be used
for the county health clinic reno-
vation which will consist of re-
modeling 1,600 square feet of
space into two examination
rooms, laboratory, handicapped
accessible rest room, waiting
room, officeand storagespaceand
an egresswindow.

The cost of the project is
$122,488 with the grant request
for $97,488 of theproject cost.

Surveysgood for threeyears

Thesurveystakenthistimewill
begoodfor threeyearsand possi-
bly used next year when the Bird
City Emergency Medical Service
will request fundstouseinfinish-
ing the meeting room in the Bird
Cityfacility. Thegrantmoney will

beusedtoinstall asink for cleanup,
small kitchen areaaswell asa
laundry facility for emergency
medical technicians and firemen
for cleaning up.

Therura fire departmentsin
both St. Francisand Bird City are
asoinneedof newfiretrucks. The
truckshaveanaverageof being 20
yearsold. Becauseof their harduse
in extinguishing firesin pastures
and Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram, the trucks are in need of
many repairs. Replacing them
would be the best option for the
county.

Lastyear, thecity of St. Francis
received $400,000 for a sewer
project and, in the past, these
grantshavebeenusedtopurchase
firefighting equipment, cost share
on bridge replacements, remodel
the courthouseto meet American
Disability Act requirements and
improveradio needs.

Former resident
joins association

Farm Credit Western of Kansas,
Agricultural Credit Association
(ACA) is pleased to announce the
addition of Darris DeGood to its
lending staff. Mr. DeGood comesto
Farm Creditwithnineyearsof bank-
ing experience. A native of Chey-
enne County, heisagraduate of St.
Francis Community High Schooal,
Colby Community Collegeand Fort
Hays State University.

Mr. DeGood began his tenure
withFarm Creditinmid Juneof this

year as afield representative anc
loan officer. He will be working
closely withthe Associationsfarmer
members as he makes visitsto their
farmand livestock operations.

“1 am excited to beworking for &
lender that specializesin agricul-
tural lending and to be apart of the
outstanding staff in the Colby of-
fice,” Mr. DeGood said.

Farm Credit of Western Kansas,
Agricultural Credit Association i<
located in Colby.

Directors announce
patronage payment

The board of directors of Farm
Credit Western of Kansas, Agricul-
tural Credit Association (ACA) is
pleased to announce the payment of
nearly $700,000 in patronage to the
members of the Association. This
patronagerepresentsthereturnof in-
terest paid duringcalendar year 2002.

Inannouncingthepatronage, As-
sociation President Larry Maxwell
said, “I am pleased that due to the
change to an Agricultural Credit
Association in 2002, we are now
able to pay this patronage on both

the PCA and FLCA loans. The pa-
tronage is made possible by the net
interest income, crop insurance
sales, andrelated feeincomeearnes
by the Association.”

Over the past six years, Farm
Credit hasreturned over three mil-
lion dollarsof cash patronagetoits
farmer members that have gone
back intotheeconomy of northwest
Kansas.

Farm Credit of Western Kansas,
Agricultural Credit Association i<
locatedin Colby.

EZ’s Custom Harvestmg
for purchasing my premium.

| Appreciate It — RL Walz

feed and the Fair Board.

again, we had a great fair!

Thank you so much to the Wheeler Equity & Callicrate
Feedyard for buying the premiums on our heifers at the fair.
Thank you to Jim Milliken, Chartered, for your donation to
the premium sale. Thank you High Noon Feeds - Nick
Ketzner, for your support; St. Francis Equity for the horse

We appreciate all your hard work and support. 4-H isagreat
organization with opportunities, learning and fun! Thanks

% % % %@ %@ Grady & Laura Brunk

Thank you Bankwest for buying my premium.

Thank you Bankwest for buying my premium.

Thank you First National Bank for buying my premium.

Thank you Donna ~ Stevens’ KS Territorial Store for buy-
ing my picnic table at the premium sale.

Thank you Milliken Law Office for donating to all county

Dale, Caitlin & Allyson Northrup

Dale Harley Northrup
Caitlin Northrup

Allyson Northrup

Caitlin Northrup

)

785-332-2333
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adding Registry
Nikki Krien

Bride-elect of
A.J. Ebert

They have chosen
Norwick Renwiek in platinum

|
Wedding « Sept. 6  St. Francis '

Stuart's Jewelry

Free Wrap & Delivery

\ 111 E. Washington « St. Francis




