Helen ClaraDouthit

Aug. 3,1911 - Nov. 27, 2003

Helen Clara Douthit died on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 27, 2003,
at the Good Sa-
maritanVillage,
St.  Francis,
Kan., at the age
of 92. Helenwas
born on Aug. 3,
1911, onafarm
north of -
Beardsley, to Douthit
Rudolph and Vincentia Pochop,
immigrantsfromMoravia, Czecho-
slovakia. They had alarge family
and shewasthe second of ninechil-
dren. She was born three months
premature with no fingernails and
very thin skin.

Shewasprecededindeath by her
husband, James W. Douthit, her
brother, Vincent Pochop and sis-
ters, Mary Lorens and Agnes
Pochop.

Sheissurvived by her five chil-
dren, Emily Peter of Denver, Walter
Douthit of St. Francis, Roger
Douthit and wife, Myra of St.
Francis, Dr. Rudoph Douthit and
wife, Pat of Berthoud, Colo., and
Stephen Douthitandwife, Melvaof
St. Francis; 17 grandchildren,
Deborah, Mark, Jennifer, Michelle,
Teresa, Chad, Megan, Jason, Jared,
Michael, Amy, Stephanie, Ana,
Erica, Margo, Courtney and Tho-
mas; nine great-grandchildren,
Adam, Trevor, Sarah, Christopher,
Eric, Libby, Jack, Tiaand Emily;
her sisters, AngieDemmer of L ake-
wood, Colo., Margaret Faimon of
Stratton, Neb., her brothers, Frank
Pochop and wife Elizabeth, Victor
Pochop and hiswife, Lucy, Ralph
Pochop and wife, Jean, all of
Atwood; many nieces, nephews
and ahost of friends.

Helen’ sfirst year of high school
was spent at Holy Trinity Catholic
Boarding school in Brainard, Neb.
She then attended and graduated
from Stratton High School in
Stratton. After graduation she at-
tended nursing school and began
her career by caring for theill in
people’ s homes. She was also a
nurse at the St. Francis hospital
working with Dr. Peck. Nursing
suited her loving and caring nature,
and she was endeared by those for
whom she cared.

Asanurseshemet Jmwhilecar-
ing for himin the St. Francis Hos-
pital. They were married for 48
years. Being a wife, mother and
homemaker filled her lifewithjoy.
Helen's life centered around her
family and her faith. She enjoyed
being outside and tending to her
garden, her flowersand her animals
- especially her beloved dog
Snoopy. Her spending money came
from raising chickens and selling
€ggs.

She also enjoyed playing pi-
nochle, going for Sunday after-
noon ridesandvisiting family and
friends. Sheloved to laugh, had a
witty sense of humor and always
had little dittiesto sharewith all.

Helenwasavery strongandreli-
giousperson. Shewasalwayslook-
ing out for thoselessfortunate. She
noticed those that needed to be no-
ticed, those that others overlooked
- the handicapped, the needy or
those less fortunate - always treat-
ing themwith dignity, when others
might not. She endured many ill-
nesses, always fighting back and
livinguptothewordswritten about
her in high school: “A live wire
never gets stepped on.”

Helenwill bemissed by her fam-
ily andfriends.

Contributionscanbemadetothe
St. FrancisCatholic Church, Chey-
enne County Hospital or the St.
Francisemergency medical techni-
cians. A scriptureandrosary service
washeldat 7 p.m. on Sunday, Nov.
30, at Knodel Funeral Home.

Funeral services celebrating her
lifewereat 10:30 a.m. on Monday,
Dec. 1, at St. Francis Catholic
ChurchwithFather Beryl Gibsonas
celebrant.

Honorary pallbearers were sib-
lings: Frank Pochop, Victor
Pochop, Ralph Pochop, Angie
Demmer and Margaret Faimon.

Casket bearers were grandchil-
dren: Mark Peter, Jason Douthit,
Michael Douthit, Jared Douthit,
Chad Douthit, AnaDouthit.

Interment was in the St. Francis
Cemetery, St. Francis.

Arrangements by Knodel Fu-
neral Home, St. Francis

ClarenceWayneRitchey

March 24, 1921 - Nov. 24, 2003

Wayne Ritchey wasborn March
24,1921, to George Grover and
Ellen (Roach) -
Ritchey in [#F ™%
Cheyenne ’
County, Kan.

Hewasaresi-
dent of Chey-
enneCounty for i
most of hislife.
He was 9 years
old at the time
of hismother’ sdeath and 14 years
oldat thetimeof hisfather’ sdeath.

HeenlistedintheArmyinMarch
1942, andwassentto Cdliforniaand
then to Washington and back to
Cdifornia. Hewassent overseasin
September 1942, toK auai, Hawaii,
thento Guadalcanal, thenontoNew
Guinea, thentothelsleof New Brit-
ain, back to New Guinea, ontothe
Philippinelsland of Luzon, thento
the Isle of Mindanao until the war
ended. Hecontracted malariawhile
overseas.

On Jan. 5, 1948, he married
Rosella Goldie Tucker in
Benkelman, Neb., after an honor-
able discharge and release from
Fitzsimmons Hospital in Denver,
Colo.

Heworkedat theMillsRanchand
then he spent 35 years as county
engineer in Cheyenne County, re-
tiringin 1986. Hespent uptothelast
year helping hissonswith projects
at home. He continued practicing
land surveyinguntil heretiredfrom
that in March of 1999.

Heand Rosellahad fivechildren:
Elaine, Calvin, LaVern, Rodney
and Kevin. Grandchildren include
Annette Tomastik, Wendy Shearin,
David Bird, Scott Ritchey,
Michelle Ritchey, Justin Ritchey,
Marissa Ritchey, Mercedes
Ritchey, Kalin Ritchey and Tasha
Ritchey and great-grandchildren
Katrina Shearin, Christopher
Shearin, Austin Ritchey,
Mackenzie Ritchey, Racquel Bird
and MadelineBird.

Wayne was surrounded by his
wife, sister Bonnie and children at
thetime of hisdeath. Hewas a pa-
tient at the Cheyenne County Hos-
pital for hislast week with pneumo-
niaand hewasal so battling cancer.

Hewas preceded in death by his
parents, George Grover and Ellen
(Roach) Ritchey; asister Dorothy;
brothers, Marlin, Tom, Orral and
Glen; in-laws Dowell Henry and
Ella(Fister) Tucker; sisters-in-law
Mildred Ritchey, Betty Tucker,

Ritchey

Lucille Tucker, Ida Tucker and
Dorothy Lundquist; brothers-in-
law Oscar Straub, Alvie Tucker,
David Tucker, Harold Peter, Hurb
Rose, Howard Irwin, Roy Reutzel
and Buck Lovenburg.

He leaves by his death wife
Rosella; daughter Elaine; sons
Calvin, LaVern and Jackie,
Rodney, Kevinand Cathy; brother
Neal and Lucille Ritchey; sister
Bonnie Stebbins; sisters-in-law
Sylvia Ritchey and Floris Raile;
aunt Goldie Ott, brothers-in-law
Kenneth Tucker and John Tucker
andsisters-in-law, AllieTownsend,
Naomi DeBoer, Joyce L ovenburg,
Doris Edwards, Eunice Tucker,
AliceStraub and L eotaHunt; many
niecesand nephews, special friends
and acquai ntances.

Funeral serviceswereheld Nov.
28, at theFirst Christian Churchin
St. Francis with Reverend John
Bartlett officiating.

Honorary pallbearerswereAlvin
and Marie Holzwarth; Elton and
Ella Mae Keller, Ruben and
BerniceBandel, Charlieand Eloise
Holliday, WayneGoodell, Ray and
JoAnnLeeand Swedeand Alberta
Calnon.

Casket bearers were Garrett
Sundstrom, David Bird, Sonny
Ritchey, Darrell Ritchey, Mike
Straub, Michael Hanson.

Interment was in the St. Francis
Cemetery. Military graveside ser-
vicewasby Fort Riley Squad.

Memorials may be given to the
Christian ChurchandtheCheyenne
County Hospital

Arrangements by Knodel Fu-
neral Home, St. Francis.

Mary Foutz
BornJan.11,1916- Nov. 9, 2003
Mary Foutz, 87, Akron, Colo.,

died Sunday at the Washington
County Nursing Homein Akron.

Mrs. Foutz was born Jan. 11,
1916, to Seth Adelbert and Kate
Rosetta (Milligan) Ross in alog
house built by her father near
Hotchkiss. Her aunt, Mary
Comstock (her mother’s sister),
who lived only afew miles away,
wasthemidwifewho delivered her
without the assistance of adoctor.

When she was an infant, Mrs.
Foutz and her family moved from
Hotchkissinacovered wagonand
settled in western Kansas where
she spent her childhood years.
Here she attended a one-room
country school for eight yearsand
graduated from St. Francis High
School in1934. Shecontinued her
education throughout the years
and graduated from the Univer-
sity of Northern Colorado in
1961. She taught school in and
around Colorado and Kansas for
atotal of 35years.

She married Ernest Confer on
May 31,1940, in St. Francis, Kan.,
wherethey rananiceplant.1n1947,
they movedto Anton, Colo., where
her husband farmed and shetaught
school. He died in 1980. On June
19, 1983, she married Lyle Foutz
and they lived on afarm south of
Akron.

Mrs. Foutz was an avid reader
and solver of crossword puzzles,
loved to play cards and board
games, loved to fish and loved all
kindsof sports.

Sheissurvived by her daughter,
Betty Dolifka of Flagler; one son,
Larry Confer of Acton, Calif.; one
sister, Edith Moore of Avon Perk,
Fla; fivestep-children, fivegrand-
children, 10 great-grandchildren
and three great-great-grandchil-
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dren.

Mrs. Foutzwasprecededindeath
by her parents, both of her hus-
bands, Ernest Confer and Lyle
Foutz; adaughter, AlvernaGarner;
eight brothers, Leonard, Myron,
Elmer, Leslie, Eddie, Louie,
Clarenceand Albert; asister, Emma
and ahalf-sister, IdaWaters.

Funeral services were held
Thursday at 10:30 a.m. from the
United Methodist ChurchinAkron
with Reverend Ramon V. Robledo
officiating.

Burial followed in the Akron
Cemetery with Brenner Funeral
Homein charge of arrangements.

Memorials in memory of Mrs.
Fountz may be made to the Wash-
ington County NursingHomeof the
Akron United Methodist Church.

Dottie Dor een Bar bour

Jan. 10, 1927 -Nov. 20, 2003

Dottie Doreen (Burnham)
Barbour, 76, of Y uba City, Calif.,
diedinY ubaCity onNov. 20, 2003.
Shewas born Jan. 10, 1927, in St.
Francis, Kan. She lived in Yuba
City for the past three years.

Dottie graduated from high
school in McCook, Neb., and was
a secretary/bookkeeper for Our
Lady of the Mountains Catholic
Churchin Ashland, Calif.

Survivors include sons Robert
Campbell of Redding, Calif., and
William Campbell of Roseville,
Calif.; daughters Jeanne Bravos
of YubaCity and SuzanneViall of
Camas, Wash.; stepsons William
Barbour of Boulder City, Nev.;
and Robert Barbour of San Jose,
Calif.; brother Robert Burnham of
Lake San Marcos, Calif.; nine
grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren.

A private family Rosary and
Masswasheld Monday, Nov. 24, at
St. Joseph Catholic Church.
Inurnment will be private.

Memorials may be sent to The
Fountains, 1260, Y uba City, CA
95991.

NormaN. Pizel
Aug. 4, 1925 - Nov. 24, 2003

Former longtime Sherman
County, Kan., resident Norma N.
Pizel 78, died Monday, Nov. 24,
2003, at her daughter’sresidein
Wichita, Kan., where she had been
livingfor thepast 1 1/2 years.

She was born Aug. 4, 1925, in
Cheyenne County, the daughter of
Christina (Walz) and Henry John
Richers. Sheattendedrural schools
in Cheyenne County.

On April 11, 1944, she and
Chester N. Pizel were married at
Mineral Wells, Texas.

The family farmed on their
homestead, which was 14 miles
north of Kanorado, until movingto
Goodland intheearly 1980s.

Her memberships included the
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in
Goodland.

Preceding her in death were her
husband Chester N. Pizel, whodied
Sept. 1, 2000, and her son-in-law
CarlasCraig.

Surviving family members in-
clude her son Eugene Pizel of Dal-
las, Texas; her daughter Brenda
Craig of Wichita; two step-grand-
children James Craig of
Moundridge and Julie McClure of
McPherson; one great-grand-
daughter Bailey McClure of
McPherson; three sisters Elvera
Neitzel of St. Francis; Arlene
Bruder and her husband, Don, of
Bird City and ViolaWright of Fort
Morgan, Colo.; and one brother
Elmer Richersof Golden, Colo.

Thefuneral servicewasMonday,
Dec. 1, at Emmanuel Lutheran
Church in Goodland with Pastor
Scott Grimshaw officiating. Burial
followed in the Goodland Cem-
etery.

Memoria smay bedesignatedtc
the Emmanuel Lutheran Church
and may be left at or mailed tc
Koons Funeral Home, 211 North
Main, Goodland, KS67735-1555.

CorinneO’Kéelley

Jan. 12, 1927 - Nov. 11, 2003

Corinne Elizabeth Bartholome
O'Kelley, 76, aformer resident of
thisarea, diedNov. 11, 2003, at her
rural West Union, S.C., home.

Corinnewasborn Jan. 12, 1927,
in asod house in northwest Chey-
enne County, Kan., to Williamanc
Genevieve Brooks Bartholoma.
She attended District 60 country
elementary school, Haigler (Neb.)
High School and Chadron State
College. Shetaughtinarural Chey-
enne County school.

Corinneand John O’ Kelley were
married at Crawford, Neb., and six
childrenwereborntothisunion. In
1952, the couple with three small
children moved to South Carolina,
John’s home state. Corinne was ¢
devoted wife and mother.

Preceding Corinneindeathwere
her husband, John; daughter, Linda;
brother, Lloyd; sister, Esther Krien
and her parents.

Surviving are her children:
John O’Kelley (Francis) of
Carthage, Mo., Stanley, Jimmy
(Wanda) of Salem, S.C., Betty
Moss (Wayne) of Salem, and
SharonO’'Kelley of Yelm, Wash.;
brothers: Thomas Bartholoma of
Aberdeen, ldaho., Kenneth
Bartholoma (Bea) of Prescott
Valley, Ariz.; sisters, Rita Bader
(Paul) of Valentine, Neb., and
AlmaBrown (Larry) of Raymore,
Mo.; 11 grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren.

The funeral service was held
Nov. 14, at Wesleyan Church with
burial at Oconee Memorial Park in
Seneca, S.C.

Water conservation and
water supply to be studied

While groundwater management
istheprimary themeof thebi-annual
OgdldaAquifer symposium, severa
agricultureproducers, aswell as, pri-
vate, academic and government en-
titieswill focusdiscusswater supply
and water conservation issues for
northeast Colorado, southwest Ne-
braska and northwest Kansas. The
symposium, setfor Monday, Feb. 23,
will be held at the high school audi-
toriuminWray, Colo.

Duringthesedry years, itisappro-
priatetoexamineand understandthe
variousshort- andlong-termimpacts
of water conservation. Highlighting
the current conservation programs
andirrigationmanagementtools,and
their impact onthesoil moistureand
crop productionwill dothis.

With the drought impacting the
residential and recreationa users of
water, in addition to the agricultural
productioninthewestern states, wa-
ter rights, water storage and other
water issuesarereachingthe boiling
point.” All three states are finding
their state governments inundated
with legislative proposals on these

topics. Representatives from the
Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska
FarmBureauswill provideanupdate
on current legidative trends and ef-
fortsthat are driving the legidative
initiatives.

A session featuring Hal Simpson
(state engineer, Colorado); Ann
Bleed (assistant state engineer, Ne-
braska); and DaveBarfield (assi stant
state engineer, Kansas), will givean
update on the Republican River liti-
gation, as this multi-year effort is
nearing a conclusion. Highlighting
thissessionwill beimpactsand man-
agement of the three states’ agree-
ment onthe Republican River.

A current report on thewater sup-
ply will comefromtwo sources, Vir-
ginia McGuire, from the United
States Geological Survey officesin
Lincoln, Neb., where the national
database is housed, will discussthe
declinesin the Central Great Plains
Aquifer (ak.atheHigh PlainsAqui-
fer or the Ogallala Aquifer) Nolan
Doesken, ColoradoAssistant Clima:
tologist, will highlight theimpactsof
theweather onthewater supply.

Kevin Dennehey, of the Unitec
States Geological Survey officesin
Denver, Colo., will report ontheNa-
tional Water Quality Assessment
study. Mr. Dennehey and associates
areimplementing thethird leg of the
study on the Northern High Plains
Aquifer, or the region of Colorado,
Nebraskaand northwestern Kansas.
The offices have aready begun this
eight-state study inthe Southernanc
MiddleHighPlainsAquifer regions.

A panel of agriculture produces
will wrap up the program by briefly
describing their water management,
tillage practices and use of technol-
ogy asthey work toward sustainable
and profitable production.

Registration brochures and other
information about the symposium
can be requested by contacting the
GoldenPlainsAreaCooperativeEx-
tension office in Akron, Colo., a
(970) 345-2287 or by e-mail at
washingt@coop.ext. colostate.edu;
or by contacting Joel Schneekloth,
chairman of the Ogallala Aquifer
Symposium at (970) 345-0508 or by

Video Kingdom Holiday Newslette

HI DEFINITION TV IS HERE NOW!

Hi Definition TV is now available from DISH Network, DIRECTV and the local ABC
Network. We are showing several different types of Digital TV's in our showroom.
There are a lot of choices when it comes to HD, and we have the expertise and
resources to provide you with the best possible system in your price range. We have
complete HDTV Systems for under $1,000! Come in and see what your missing!

HOME THEATRE SYSTEMS FOR CHRISTMAS

prices start at $259.

The Home-Theatre-In-A-Box systems are hotter than ever this year. We have every-
thing from the basic DVD Theatre System to a room shaking, 600 watt system. The

DISH OFFERS OUR LOCAL NETWORKS!

With Local Channels and Free Multi-Room Systems, we think DISH is the logical
choice for your entertainment provider. DISH currently offers seven different receiv-
ers and dozens of different promotions. Let us help you set up the system and the
promotion that will meet your family’s needs today and in the future.

ALLTEL CAMERA PHONES!

PRICE vs VALUE

B B\ 414 Washington ¢ St. Francis ¢ 785-332-3207
Mon.-Sat. « 10 a.m.-6 p.m. ~ Sunday * 1-5 p.m.

The popular Camera Phones will be available in time for Christmas! What a great gift
idea - the uses for this great new gadget are endless. We are now offering unlimited
nights and weekend minutes, unlimited mobile to mobile minutes and free Caller ID

and voicemail on most plans. See us to take advantage of the great offers!

As electronics become more sophisticated and we move from simple TV's to Home
Entertainment Systems, the choices you make and the way the products are in-
stalled becomes vitally important. When you shop the internet, 800 numbers or the
box stores they have nothing to offer you but price. The VALUE that we offer includes:
— the right product for your situation.
— quality products at competitive prices.
— the proper setup and installation so the system performs at its optimum.

— We have almost 20 years of experience in the electronics business and as always,
we're open seven days a week to serve you, our customers.

Today, more than ever, price is
only a small part of VALUE!
Happy Holidays to All and
thanks to everyone for their
support in the past!




