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Wrestlers come home

By Karen Krien

Sixty-five former St. Francis
Community High School wrestlers
attendedtheWrestling Alumni held
Friday nightinthehigh school gym
which was filled to standing room
only. It was afun evening for the
wrestlers and crowd as St. Francis
hada53vs17winover the Atwood
Buffs.

“It wasneat to havethewrestlers
home and have them recognized,”
said Larry Gabel, St. Franciswres-
tling coach. “Many renewed old ac-
quaintances and seemed to really
enjoy theevening.”

Therewereal soanumber of other
wrestlers present who had not
placed in state and enjoyed more
visiting at the reception following
thedual.

“Itisnicetobeachampionor state
placer but it took theeffort, support
and encouragement of therest of the
team membersto get there (state),”
said Coach Gabel. “Everyone who
wasontheteamisawinner!”

New this year is the “Wall of
Fame” which has many of the pho-
tosof state champions. Someof the
frameswereempty but, asthemiss-
ing photos become available, they
will be placed intheempty frames.

The oldest state placers present
were Haddon Leibbrandt and
Charles Nighswonger who gradu-
ated from high school in 1942. Mr.
Leibbrandt, wrestling 138 pounds,
placed secondinstatethat year, Mr.
Nighswonger wrestled at 112
poundsand placed first.

Ron Schlittenhardt wrestled 98
poundsandthought beingabletoeat
again washismost memorablemo-
ment. Mike Frewen, who placed in
1973 and 1974, said having Les
Zuege, Brad Schneider and Randy
Holzwarthasteammateskept wres-
tling very entertaining!

A number of the wrestlers men-
tioned “ underwear”. Coach Gabel
and Coach Jenkinswell remember
their missing underwear which

wouldlater befound, oftenat thetop
of theflag pole.

“They (wrestlers) usually soaked
them with water before sending
themtothetop (of theflag pole) and
they wouldfreezetothepoleandthe
next morning, the janitor couldn’t
get them down so they could raise
theflag,” Mr. Gabel said.

Both Sainty and Atwood wres-
tlers had dug through the old uni-
forms, wearing whatever wouldfit.
Someuniformswerealittleragged
and much shorter legsthantoday’s
uniforms but many of the former
wrestlersremember wearing them.
Referee Robb Ross, Colby, was
dressed asreferees did many years
ago with white shirt and black bow
tie

Greeting the wrestlers as they
wereintroduced wereCoach Gabel,
coach Steve Jenkins and principal
Scott  Carmichael. Lavon
Schlittenhardt read the introduc-
tions. However, first to be intro-
duced were former wrestling
coaches Gary Wilson and Kyle
Mines.

Wrestlersreceived bookletsfilled
with facts about the state placers,
individual and teamrecords. It was
interestingtonotethat thelowest St.
Francis team placing at state was
18thin2001 and, onamorepositive
note, St. Francisplacedfirst at state
16timesandweresecond placewin-
ners 10 times. Coaches included
Pop Greene, Stanford Harman,
Riley Whearty, Gilford Alexander,
Pete Christensen, Warren Boring,
Maynard Skinner, Frank Brown,
Will Derby, Gary Wilson, Gary
Nickel, Kyle Mines and Larry
Gabel.

“We heard many positive re-
sponsesfromthealumni eventtothe
wrestlerswho shook thehandsof the
older wrestlers before the matches
began,” said Coach Gabel. “The
support of the community wasalso
tremendous.”
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WRESTLING HOMECOMING brought many State winners and
placer stoberecognized at the Sainty vs. Atwood dual on Friday. q
Top: Wayne Goodell shook hands with Haddon L eibbrandt. y=*
Standingtotheleft areformer coaches Gary Wilson and Kyle
Mines. ToMr.Leibbrandt’sleft areCharlesNighswonger and .y
Warren Cook. Clockwise: Many enjoyed looking at picures; h Ay
Tony Vandikechecksout the*Wall of Fame whichnowhangs } / <X W
in thewrestling room; EImer Zodrow (with the hat) and his /

wife, both of Oberlin, attended theHomecoming. DaleRath / /
waslookingat Mr.Zodrow’ sscrapbooks. Mr.Zodrowwas !/ '
afamiliar per son at wr estlingmatchesand wasalwaysr ec- . ( ///
ognized by hisred hat. Don Krien and Dan Lampetalked

about old times.
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