Opinion

Same-sex marriages
notamendmentmaterial

Thepresident and many inCongressarerunning
around worrying that the sky isfalling, when the
only thing falling ontheir headsisabad idea.

The president has called for a constitutional
amendment to stop homosexuals— gaysand les-
bians— from marrying each other.

Thisisswinging asteam shovel tokill afly.

A constitutional amendment isabig deal. In
more than 200 years, there have only been 27.
They havebeenfor suchthingsasgivingthevote
tominoritiesandwomen, allowingcitizenstodis-
agree with the government and giving the states
certainrights, though admittedly thoseseemtobe
getting fewer and fewer.

A constitutional amendment is not needed to
solve every problem in our society. The “prob-
lem” of somestatesall owing same-sex couplesto
“marry” isnotthat bigadeal. It sapoint of view;
areason for excitable peopleto get all aflutter.

Excuseus, folks, but thisisanon issue. Allow
the states to do their thing. It doesn’t make any
difference. It' snot skinning our noseat all.

Thereisnosuchthing asmarriagebetweentwo
peopleof thesamesex. Marriageistheunion of a
man and woman before God, period.

That said, thereisnoreasontwo peoplewhoare
committedto each other cannot joininsomekind
legal union. Thisisn’t marriage, but alegal con-
tract similar to marriage, the purchase of abusi-

ness or adoption.

Asfor insurance and Social Security benefits,
it should be up to thosewho administer these pro-
gramsto decideif they will allow partnersin“le-
gal unions’ to have benefits.

Disney haslong allowed partnersof any sex to
shareinitsbenefit programs. That isacorporate
decision made to attract talented people to the
company with benefits they couldn’t get most
other places. Thisisperfectly legal and probably
agood decision for Disney.

Social Security does not allow benefitsto “le-
gal unions,” whether they be same-sex couplesor
thoseof oppositesex, for partnerswho havenever
married. This, too, isalegal decision, made to
protect the program.

Neither Disney nor Social Security isnecessar-
ily wrong. They have different aims and both
should be allowed to do what they think best.

If the federal government would just forget
about gays and lesbians marrying, thewholeis-
sue would die down. Y es, some couples would
still goto Californiato get “married,” but no one
would care except them.

It’ stimethefederal government gotitsnoseout
of others' business and went back to solving the
problemsthat need a steam shovel — like health
care, foreign policy and wherewill thenext park-
ing garagein Washington be.—Cynthia Haynes

—— Hangin’ With Marge —

A few weeksago | enrolledina
Humorous writing class. | thought
it would help meimprove my writ-
ing and maybe come up with some
new ideas. It didn’t takelongtore-
alize | was certainly out of my
league. Thefirst requirement wasto
writeaprofileabout oneself. | found
almost everyone in this class had
not only written for magazines,
newspapers, their own books, but
they had al so did stand up comedy.

Reading the profiles of thosewho
had did the standup comedy re-
minded me of the few, and | mean
few, times| ever got upinfront of an
audience. It wasn't supposed tobea
comedy act, but it probably looked
likeone. Whenthey had asked meto
speak tothegroup, my intervoicetold
me*“say NO,” but for some odd rea-
son | told myself, “1 think | might be
abletodothat.”

Afterall howhardcoulditbeifyou
really prepareyour speechand know

what you are talking about? An
hour before time to stand up there
infront of thishugeaudiencel kept
havingthisthought “maybel could
get sick,” but my other brain cell
wouldtell me“Youcandoit.” The
time arrived and somehow | man-
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agedtogettothestagewithoutfall-
ingdown. By thetimel took my first
look at the people sitting out there
staring at me my inner voice was
screaming, “YOU SHOULD
HAVEGOTTEN SICK,” butitwas
too late. My knees were knocking
together (beforethat night | thought
someone saying “My knees are
knocking” was just a phrase—but
not so). | started to open my mouth
and all that would come out was a
strange squeaky sound. Someone,
intheback of theroom, stoodupand
said they couldn’t hear me and
would| pleaseturnthemicrophone
up. It waslike they wanted to hear
thissqueaking sound. | reached for
the “mike” with hands that were
shaking asbad as my kneeswere.
When| touchedit, itfell off of its
stand and no matter how hard| tried
| couldn’t get it back in place. |
knew | wasgoingtohavetoholdit,
get my voice back and try to save
myself. Haveyouever heldamicro-
phone to your mouth when your
handswereshakingandyour knees
wereknocking?ltisavery danger-
ousthingtodo. Y our body isgoing
one way and your hands are shak-
ing another way. | don’t think any-
one ever noticed when the micro-
phone hit my front tooth and
chipped it. Nor did they see the
blood dripping frommy lipwhenit
smashed into it. (Thank heavens |
am not a bleeder.) All | knew was
that my tongue had grown five
times larger than my mouth. My
throat wasclosingtogether, asthma

Margaret
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had apparently set in, and all the
brain cells | had were gone. | got
throughthat night but | don’treally
remember what | said. Y ouwould
think | would have known better
thantoever tryitagain, but | did.

My next speaking engagement
wasonethat | couldn’t get out of. |
was president of an eight county
areagroup and it was time for the
first yearly meeting. Once again |
made out my notes and rehearsed
for a month, but when the night
camel couldstill remember how the
first speakingtimewent. | wasvery
worriedandwhilevisitingwiththe
vice president’ s wife, | conveyed
my concerntoher. Shesaid,“Don’t
worry about it. Just stand up there
and picture everyone out in the
room dressed in their underwear
andyoutheonly onedressedinyour
clothes.” Thisworried mealittleas
| thought to myself, “what if |
blurted out something about under-
wear not meaning to.” The meeting
started, and it was going pretty
smooth. Soonitwasall over. Asl was
getting ready to leave thelady came
overandsaid“Youdidgreat! My tip
must havehel ped.” Her husbandwas
standingbesideher, forgettingthat he
wasn't there when we had the first
conversation, | lookedathimandsaid
“Yesit did, and by the way Mr.
Brown, | noticed you haveaholein
your underwear.” Poor guy heturned
about 5 shades of red and headed
straight for the door.

" GOD SAYS |

Blessed is the man that endureth temp-
tation: for when he is tried, he shall

receive the crown of life, which the Lord
R, hath promised to them that love him.
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100yearsago- 1904

Charley Burnham has pur-
chased thelraHarrison homein
thesouth part of thecity for $650.

Rolla Roberts, who has been
down to Omaha to learn the
barbering business, has bought
John Snyder’ s shop and will be
conducting businessthere.

The assessors of Cheyenne
County met andelected JohnBear
chairman and F.B. Benkelman
secretary. All quarter sectionswill
be valued at between $150 and
$500 and al lots in the original
town of St. Franciswill bevalued
from $5to $50 per lot.

Al Trenthasdisposed of hisliv-
ery stableto F.M. Adams, who
took possessiononMonday morn-
ing.

Rev. R.E. Dunhamwill prob-
ably be preaching his farewell
sermonin St. FrancisattheM.E.
churchnext Sunday evening. He
hasbeen askedtoreturnbutitis
hardly likely that theconference
will return him as he has been
herethreeyears.

They are working on awater
well at ThomasMcKege' splace.
They arenow down 600feet and
aredtill indlate.

60yearsago- 1944

Feb. 22rounded out40yearsfor
R.M. Robertsin the barber busi-
nessinSt. Francis. Oldtimerswill
remember that in 1904 Rol accu-
mulated some shears, arazor or
two and some towel sand opened
up ashop inthe building now oc-
cupied by theBon Ton Céfe.

Some decorating has taken
place at the Angel Cafe. The
walls and fixtures were painted
and new linoleum placed onthe
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News From the Past

floor.

St. Franciswasoneof eight school
attendingtheK ansasStateWrestling
meetin Salina. They placedfifthand
hadtwostatechampionsLyle Linnell
at 133 poundsand Warren Gienger at
127 pounds. Walter Brown at 120
pounds, Dan Winston at 138 pounds
and Royce Walz at 145 pounds, all
placedthird.

LeoO' Learyistakingoverthedray
line and the equipment of Melvin
Rogers, who passed hisphysical and
will report for active training in the
United StatesArmed Forces.

Plans for the erection of awater
softener plant in St. Francis were
under discussion at the City Coun-
cil meeting.

A postal rate has been an-
nounced. After March 26 all letters
mailedat St. Francisfor delivery on
the rural routes or for delivery to
other post officesmust now havea
3 cent stamp.

45yearsago- 1959

A Cheyenne County couple, Mr.
and Mrs. Keith Loyd, have been
selected as one of 10 Kansas farm
couplestoreceiverecognitioninthe
balanced farmingandfamily living
program of the Kansas State Col-
lege Extension Service.

Smith’s Bay Cafe is how open
after being closed approximately
twoweeksfor remodeling. Bigfea-
ture at the cafe is the new private
dining room capable of seating 50
persons.

I deal Super Marketishavingthe
Grand Opening of their new self
service meat department.

Shari Holliday andMarvin Smull
are the royalty of the St. Francis
Community High School Annual.

Winning demonstrations at
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County 4-H Daysweregiven by
Dorothy and Phyllis Keller of
Plum Creek and Sue Partch of
Happy Lark.

Lyle Williams has announced
that he has opened the Highway
36 Sinclair Stationand it will go
under thenameof Lyle' sSinclair
Service Station.

Ron Daggett of St. Franciswas
namedtothe TopekaDaily Capi-
tolsAll Northwest Kansas Class
A basketball team.

T-Bone steaks are on sale at
Cochran’ sHi-Way Marketfor 89
centsapound.

20yearsago- 1984

St Franciswrestlersclimaxeda
fantastic season by winning the
State Championship in Hays. St.
Francistook 11 wrestlersto State
andscored125.5points. Attending
Stateandtheir placingswereDarris
DeGood (second), Mark Sherlock
(first), MikeSherlock, MartinHilt,
Scott Hilt (second), Darrell
Vandike (first), Denis Vandike,
Troy Faulkender, ShawnVernon,
MontePixler and John Love.

Mary Rogers is the new St.
Francis Area Chamber of Com-
merce secretary.

Dr. William Brad Lockee is
moving into the Cheyenne
County Clinicto set up practice.

The St. Francis Community
High School speech team
placed fourth out of 18 teamsat
Tribune. Members of the team
attending the contest include
Carol Knorr, Eric Yonkey,
Donna Lippert, Amy Follett,
Angel Purdy, Cindy Merklin,
AnitaMeyer, Becky Davidson,
Lacy Jones, John Morrow and
LisaJolliffe.
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Wesleyan Church
Hwy 36 ¢ 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
O

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 9 a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
0

Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208 E. 2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.
ad
Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002
Pastor Chris Farmer
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m
a
Peace Lutheran Church
202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbach
Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
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First Christian Church
332-2956 ¢ 118 E. Webster
Sunday School 9:20 a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.

Wed. night Blble Study 7 p.m.
ﬂ?'mli'

332-2888 ¢ 3rd & Adams
Pastor Jim Martin
Sabbath School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:45
m]

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River » 332-2680
Fr.Beryl Gibson
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30
m]

Living Water Fellowship Ministry

Pastors:

Terry & Tifany Glasco
Downtown Bird City
785-734-2363
Sunday:
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.
Worship & Word 10 a.m.
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday:
Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Last Sunday evening of Month:

Seventh-Day Adventlst Church

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,
Church 332-2254,

512 S. Scott
Pastor Marvin Zimbelman
Pastor Jack Abendschan
Early Bird Service 8:30a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

O
First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club
6:30-8:00 p.m.

O
Clough Valley Baptist Church
12 m.west, 6 m. north of SF
332-2506
Sunday School 9:00a.m.CT
Worship 10:00a.m.CT
O
St. Francis Community Church
332-3150+ 216 W. Washington
Pastor: Richard Garcia
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Healing Service 7:30 p.m.

).

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

St. Francis a First N
Equity . National Bank
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