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Judge in beef company suit
over rules previous decision

TheFederal District court judge
that presided over the first ever
broad-based fed cattle pricefixing
trial earlier thisyear hasannounced
hewasnot approvingthejury’ ssug-
gested monetary judgment against
the packer in question. In addition,
the plaintiffsin the case have until
the end of the month to fileareply
to the packer’s motion to have the
judge overturn the entire jury ver-
dict.

Pickett v. IBP, now known as
Picket, et al. v. Tyson Fresh Meat,
was originaly filed in July 1996,
after St. Francis cattle producer
Mike Callicrate formed the
Cattlemen’sLegal Fundtodevelop

andfinancealawsuit against pack-
ersinvolvedin perceived anti-trust
activities. IBP Inc. was bought by
Tyson FoodsInc., in 2001.

Mr. Callicrateand ninecther pro-
ducersreceived enough backing to
filethecomplaint.

According to the Western Live-
stock Journal onMar. 29, StevenD.
Vetter, editor, said Judge Lyne
Strom announced he was not for-
mally entering thejury’ sverdictin
Pickett et al v. Tyson Fresh Meats,
citing the suggested financial pen-
alty of $1.28hillionasbeing unjust.

“The figure of $1.281.690,000
clearly overstates the defendant’s
liability in this case Judge Strom

Lawsuitdropped

A Kansas feedlot owner has
dropped hisfederal case and settled
withaK ansas City beef company he
hadaccused of usingitsmarket power
topunishhim. Thetermsof thesettle-
ment werenot disclosed.

InanarticlewhichappearedinThe
Kansas City Star, Eric Palmer re-
ported that feedlot owner, Mike
Callicrate, St. Francis, had accused
National Beef Packing Company of
retaliating for his criticism of the
company’ smarket power.

The company recently released a
brief statement which said Mr.
Callicrate had dropped his lawsuit
and“dl claimsfor retaliationagainst
National Beef.” Thestatement didnot
explainthedismissa, andarepresen-
tativeof National Beef saidthecom-
pany wouldnot comment beyondthe
statement.

“Itissettled, but the settlement is
confidential and | can’t tell you any-
thing. | cantell youthey will bebuy-
ing cattlefrommeagain. | amhappy
to say that, and | look forward to do-
ingbusiness,” Mr. Calicratestatedin

thearticle.

The lawsuit, filed in 2002 in U.S.
Didtrict CourtinKansasCity, aleged
that the company, which then was
FarmlandNational Beef, quitbuying
cattlefromCallicrate’ sfeedyard be-
cause Callicrate publicly criticized
National Beef and other large
meatpackers for having too much
market power.

Farmland National Beef had the
closest processing plant to
Callicrate's feedlot and had been
his largest customer for a dozen
years, Mr. Callicratesaid whenthe
lawsuitwasfiled. Without thecom-
pany asabuyer, Mr. Callicratesaid
at thetime, he might haveto close
hisfeed yard.

The suit sought actual damages
of about $5.3million, aswell aspu-
nitive damagesand attorney fees.

Mr. Callicrate has been acritic
of consolidation in the meat pro-
cessing industry, which has con-
centrated about 80 percent of that
businessin the hands of four ma-
jor companies.
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James E. Reeves, orm
Podiatrist/Foot Specialist
Reconstructive Surgery

Foot & Ankle Injuries
For appointments call:
Rawlins County

Health Center
785-626-3211

Wed., May 12

Cheyenne County
Hospital - P.M.
210 W. 1st » 332-2104

Thur., May 13

Atwood - A.M.
Colby - P.M.
CSMC, 175 S. Range
462-3332
CMC, 100 E. College Dr.
462-7511

Fri., May 14
Atwood - All Day
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QUARTLY FINANCIAL REPORT
ENDING MARCH, 2004

EXPENDITURES

3131/2004

RECEIPTS BALANCE

§466,074.43 $163,352.55 $445,400.80
$164,505.35 $115,025.14 $319,593.16
$32,332.51 $475.03 $32,423.23
$4,020.07 $353.62 $42,107.75
$0.00 $0.00 $13,841.70

$0.00 $0.060 $1,788.17
$5,147.13 $822.78 $30,791.09
$267,303.28 $81.209.30 $30,370.38
$0.00 $0.00 $47,350.78
$169.38 $6.283.00 $6,113.62
$261.70 $54.00 $3,010.93

General $748,131.68
Road & Bridge $369,163.37
Bridge Building $64,280.71
Noxious Weed $45,784.10
Noxious Weed Special $13,841.70
Solid Waste $1,788.17
Rural Fire $35,115.44
Hospital $218.,484.34
Special Fire Equipment $47,350,78
Treasurer's Special $0.00
Attorney Fund $3,218.63

TOTAL ALL FUNDS $1,545,138.92

A detailed statement of expenditures is

for public insp:

$939,913.73 $367,575.42 $972,800.61

ion at the county clerk’s office.

Terry élz :?rg ; \
Cheyera€ County Clerk

Copies of such statement shall be available upon request. K.S.A, 19-228

said.

In addition, the judge denied a
plaintiffs’ motion that would have
allowedthose coveredintheclass-
actionsuittocollectinterestontheir
losses. He said awarding damage
based on total cash market sales
wouldbeinappropriatewhen“there
are persons who sold on the cash
market who arenot membersof the
class”

Judge Strom’ s ruling does not
changethejury’ sfindingthat Tyson
violated the Packers and Stock-
yards Act. Tyson’s counsel, how-
ever, askedthejudgetooverturnthe
jury’sfinding that it violated the
law. Thejudgehasyettoruleonthat
request and is awaiting aresponse
from the Plaintiffs concerning that
motion by March 31. Tyson then
hastwoweekstofileitsownrebut-
tal tothe plaintiffs’ response.

While these developments did
not changetheoverall verdictinthe
case, Tyson's lead counsel Tom
Green said thefacts of the case are
clearly being reevaluated by Judge
Strom. Headded that Judge Strom’ s
rulingalsoput anendtoany misrep-
resentation of the jury’s judgment
viamainstream mediasources.

“A number of media outlets re-
ported Tyson Foodswas hit with a
$1.28 hillion verdict in this case,”
Mr. Green said. “Based on the
judge’s ruling during the trial we
knew this was not true, but it has
been difficult to correct that initial
misconception. Webelievethisre-
cent ruling will help clarify the
record.”

Evenif Judge Strom upholdsthe
jury’s original guilty finding
against Tyson, the monetary pen-
alty against the country’s largest
beef processor islikely tobebel ow
$1hbillion.

“We havetowait for our motion
tooverturnthejury’ sdecisiontobe
ruled on (by Judge Strom) before
we can go any further,” said one
Tyson spokesman. “We are confi-
dentthefactswill belooked at more
closely by thejudge, andwewill be
exonerated of any wrongdoing.”

If the jury findsin favor of the
plaintiffs’, asmuchas$2billionin
damages could be allocated — the
figure formally asked for by the
plaintiffs’ lead attorney David
Domina, Omaha.

In addition to hearing the Tyson
case, twosimilar caseshavebeenin
filedinfront of Strom, naming Ex-
cel Corporation and Swift & Com-
pany. Therehasbeen no additional
movement inthosetwo cases, how-
ever, Strom is expected to set a
schedulefor themto following his
actionsonthe Tyson Appeal.

HAPPY HATTERS: Mavern Gienger, LucillePrice, Helen Peter and WilmalL amp enjoy
lunch together at Hat Day held at the St. Francis Senior Center.
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Low Interest rates could
cause scholarshipsto be less

By Karen Krien

With interest rates down, the
amount of scholarship money
earned through invested gifts of
money is also down. Thisyear’'s
seniorsmay receivelessinscholar-
ships.

For 16 years, St. Francis and
Cheylin students have been enjoy-
ing scholarships with interest
earned from the Garnette and
EthlyneGreeneMemorial Scholar-
shipmoney. Last year, studentsre-
ceived 12 scholarshipsfrom Greene
funds; but this year, when the
Scholarship Committeemeets, they
will have some tough decisionsto
make. First National Bank, which
takescare of the Greene Memorial
Scholarship, reported that there
may be less than half the money
availableasinyearspast.

Carl Werner, superintendent, re-
ported that the school had only re-
ceived $29,657 ininterest thisyear
(thisdoesnot includeinterest from
theGreene Scholarship), whichwas
down $40,000 from | ast year at the
sametime.

Contracts

Theboard reviewed theroster of
certified teachers for next year.
Threeteachershad beenreassigned
and included: Kathy Rainbolt who
will bereassigned fromthird grade
to teach eighth grade English, En-
glish | and another classwhichwill
be decided later; Alice Kinen who
has been reassigned from home

economicstofood servicemanager
(shewill continue to be the activi-
ties assistant); and David Morrow
who has been reassigned from
eighth grade English to English 3
and all World History classes.

These teachers along with those
teacherswho had not resigned will
be offered contractsby May 1. If a
teacher doesnot plantoreturn, they
arerequired to notify the board by
May 15. The salaries will be de-
cided at alater date.

Inother business

In other business:

e Board members Bonnie
Zweygardt and Gene Dodd, mem-
bersof the M eet-and-Confer Com-
mittee, will meet with teachersin
the near future.

* The principals commended
DebbieFiaa, musicinstructor, who
had students bringing home 16 |
ratings from music festival; and
Mary Beikman, artinstructor, who
had arranged an outstanding art
show. Principal Larry Gabel saidhe
was glad that the school could of -
fertheart programwherekidscould
excel.

* Principal Scott Carmichael
gave a brief report on Northwest
Kansas L eague schools. He said
that when Scott City, ThomasMore
Prepand Ulysseshadreniged onthe
offer tojointheleague, he had sent
15 lettersto 1A schoolsand by the
end of the week, six schools had
writtenback, expressinginterestin

joining the league. He will know
moreat theMay school board meet-
ing.

« Eachmonth, thesuperintendent
pointsout theusage of the school’ s
credit card. He said he encourages
staff to not use the card to buy gas
astheschool doesnot receiveadis-
count asit does with gas company
cards.

* None of the board members
could attend the Kansas Associa-
tion of School Boards Region S
meeting on April 20in Scott City.

* TheKansas State Board of Edu-
cationmeetingwill beheldinnorth-
west Kansas on April 12 through
14. On Tuesday, the board will be
in St. Francis where they will tour
the elementary and high school
buildings. The publicisinvited to
attendtheir meetingat 10a.m. inthe
high school home ec room which
willincludean openforummeeting
at 10:30. Atthispart of themeeting,
the public isinvited to ask ques-
tions.

» The superintendent reported
that his automobile expenses hac
goneup fromlast quarter. The cost
thisquarter was$.62 per milecom-
paredto $.56 per milelast quarter.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the school
boardwill beheldat 8 p.m.onMay
13 in the board room at the high
school.
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DIRECTORY

To list your business drop us a card!
Call 785-332-3162 today.
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Dr. D.F. Schnee

Optometrist
601 E. Hwy. 24
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-5501
or 1-800-864-4612

785-854-7674
1-888-247-5153
Fax 785-854-7675

NnNovus

AUTO GLASS REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

Oowners
P.O. Box 93

FRANK & PAULINE KAISER

REPAIR
REPLACEMENT
MOBILE SERVICE

Long Island, Kansas 67647

An Authorized Independent Franchise

Business Cards...

*QOne color *Full color
*Two colors *Two sided
*Logos *Pictures
*The options are endless in making
business cards for your business.
The new card will run in the
business card directory FREE
for two weeks!

Kelli Gartland

CTX Mortgage Company

Giving back to the Great Community | was raised in and
meeting your home financing needs. Local references
available about the Great Care you will receive.

Office = 800-639-7794
Cell = 303-257-3766

kelli.gartland@ctxmort.com

LEACHAGENCY

Gary Leach, AGENT
Mila Bandel,

=

209 W. Washington,
St. Francis, KS 67756
785-332-2898 FAX 785-332-3155

|
www.ctxloanofficer.com/Zkelli  cTx Mortgage Company
Dr. R.K.Driver
Optometrist
110 W. 10th

Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-3654
Closed Wed. afternoon and all day Sat.

TFN

P&C Agent

Are you covered?
AUTO, HOME, LIFE,
MEDICAL, CROP




