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ricesup alittle butstillcheap

By Karen Krien

TheSt. FrancisBoard of Educationmade
appointments, elected officers and raised
the price of breakfasts and lunches when
they met on Thursday.

The price of breakfasts and lunches has
remained the same since 1999 when there
wasaslight increase.

Carl Werner, superintendent, reported
that theincreasewasaround 14 percentwith

thefollowing pricesfor students:

Grade school: breakfast went from 75
cents to 85 cents; lunch increased from
$1.15t0 $1.30.

Junior-senior high school: Breakfast
went from $1to $1.15 and lunchincreased
from $1.50t0$1.70

Adult breakfast andlunch pricesal sosaw
anincrease.

Secretary hired

Part-time
help hired
on county

ByKaren Krien

The Cheyenne County Commis-
sioners had a brief meeting on July
15 with little listed on the agenda.
Dave Flemming, road and bridge
supervisor, was allowed to give a
department report, noting that
Helene Landenberger had been
hired for part-time mowing. The
board signedthewageagreementto
makeit official.

Supervisor Flemming saidhewas
still investigating the road dispute
between Frank Sowers and Troy
Burr. Mr. Sowers was at the last
meeting and said Mr. Burr was
blocking acounty road. The super-
visor said he had looked at theroad
in question and said he still needed
totalk toMr. Burr.

Supervisor Flemming had two
highway permits for the commis-
sionerstosign. Thepermitswill al-
low Kenny Richersand Rosewood
Resourcesto crossthecounty right-
of-ways.

The commissioners also gave

County Road and Bridge crew to
help the state department of trans-
portationwithdirt excavationonthe
K-161 bridge project north of Bird
City.
Sheriff’sreport

Ray Lee, deputy sheriff, had
turned down receipts while using
the credit card and the amount had
totaled $81. Earlier, the commis-
sioners had set a policy that all
vouchers required an itemized re-
ceipt before the commissioners
would approve them. Clerk Miller
saidthat | ettershad been sent to de-
partment heads but not to part-time
help. Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring
saidthat thememo had been sent out
shortly beforeDeputy L eehad made
the prisoner transfer and he didn’t
think about telling him the impor-
tance of keeping receipts.

Thecommissionersreviewedthe
datesof thecredit card receiptsand
decided that they would pay the
vouchersthistimebut totell himto
keep all receiptsfrom hereon out.

The administration recommended
Marilyn Raileasthenew junior-senior high
school secretary and board votedtosignher
contract. She replaces Robyn Raile who
retired at the end of the school year. Super-
intendent Werner saidtherewere 17women
who had picked up applicationsand 13 had
completed and returned them. Out of those
13, threewere chosen to interview. Super-
intendent Werner said all three were good

applicants but Mrs. Raile had worked as a
teacher and substitute teacher and knew
school policies. Shewill also bethe school
board treasurer.

Thereweretwo contractsfor school staff
whoarenat teachers. Onehad beenreturned
andtheboard signedthecontract. Theother
contract was with Jared Sowers who had
beenlastyear’ scoachingaideinjunior high
girls basketball. Becauseof hisscheduleat

Northwest Kansas Technical College,
Goodland, Mr. Sowers did not think he
would beableto sign acontract thisyear.
The boys' high school basketball team
still does not have acoach. Superintendent
Werner saidtherecould beonly 14 boysout
for high school basketball next year. If that
isthe case, theremight not beaneed for an
stant coach. He expectsto haveaboy’ s
SeeCHEAP on Page8

Shooting
ruled an
acclident

TheDec. 13,2003, fatal shooting
of William Joseph Schwab, 43, of
Oberlinwasanaccident, Cheyenne
County authoritieshaveruled.

Kansas Bureau of Investigation
completed aninvestigation, and af -
ter reviewing thereport, Cheyenne
County Attorney Kevin Berensde-
termined that no criminal charges
should be filed against former St.
FrancisChief of Police Jason Ryan.

The shooting took placein park-
inglot of the Dusty Farmer Restau-
rant on Dec. 13. The KBI, assisted
by the St. Francis Police Depart-
ment, was conducting an under-
cover felony investigation on Mr.
Schwab for solicitation of murder.

When officerstried to arrest Mr.
Schwab, hefled. Mr. Berens, inhis
report, said officersidentifiedthem-
selvesas*police” and order him tc
stop. However, Mr. Schwab kept on
running.

During afoot chase, the former
police chief grabbed hold of Mr.
Schwab and as both men fell to the
ground, Chief Ryan’ shandgundis-
charged, woundingMr. Schwab. He
was taken to the Cheyenne County
Hospital, where hedied.

permission for the Cheyenne

SeeHIRED on Page8

July 29-Aug. 1

Tri-State Antique
Engine and
Thresher Show

Bird City

MAKI NG RO-C;M for thetrunksof thetreeson Main Street iskeepingthecity crew busy.
Above, MikeMeyersand John Kéller lay inthegrateafter makingthecut.
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ter of Mikeand Tami M erchant, St. Francis.

Queen
will be
crowned

Last week, the readers saw an
early photo and ashort biography
of the 2004 Thresher Queen and
many may havealready guessher
identity. In case some are still in
doubt, hereistherest of thestory!

Oneof thehappiest timesinthis
year’'s Thresher Queen’slifewas
when she was a telephone opera-
tor. She loved her job. It was the
best paying job she had ever had
and she was able to help her par-
entsout financially and still have
money left for her needs. Shewas
working at the switchboard the
night of the Republican River
Flood. It wasavery busy and ex-
citing night and shewill never for-
getit.

After her marriage, she contin-
ued her harvest cooking. Thehar-
vest crews usually came to the
house for breakfast, lunch and
supper. She always had a huge
feat prepared for them. She and
her husband also provided aplace
in their home for the crews to
shower and clean up. Thiscontin-
ued for many years.

She was avery dedicated wife
and mother. Her childrenwerethe
“joy of her life.” She always
opened her home to their many
friends. To this day, she doesn’t

TEMPERATURESHAVE BEEN AROUND 100 degreesand kidsar ecooling off in the
swimmingpool. Jeri RaeM er chant divesintothepool on Tuesday. Jeri Raeisthedaugh-
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2004 Thresher Queen

know astranger.

Times have not always been
goodfor the Thresher Queen. Her
family hassuffered many difficult
times. You won't hear her com-
plaining though. She'll tell you
that lifejust goesthat way oncein
awhileand it makesyou appreci-
atethegoodtimes. Intheend, you
turn out to be abetter person. you
just havetotrust inthe Lord.

Her family isstill farminginthe
Bird City community today. They
will bethefirsttotell youthat she
always makes the best out of any
situation. They are very proud of
her and very happy to call her
mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother and now “Queen.”

Plan to attend the Thresher
Queen revealing at noon on
Thursday infront of thebleachers
on the Thresher Show grounds.

Mr. Berens said no other shots
werefiredduringtheincident. There
areno other suspectsintheinvesti-
gationfor thesolicitation of murder,
Mr. Berenssaid.

Chief Ryanwasplaced onadmin-
istrativeleaveafter theshootingand
later resigned, moving to Tucson,
Ariz.,tobenear family.

Mr. Schwab'’s family has been
informed that the case has been
completedandthat it had beenrulec
an accidental shooting, Mr. Berens

New
rules are
proposed

The St. Francis Board of Educa-
tion, at the July 8 meeting, reviewec
the proposed scholarship regula-
tionsfor St. Francisstudents, which
couldallow scholarshipstobewith-
drawn later if the student’ s behav-
ior is determined to be inappropri-
ate.

The board had reviewed the pro-
posed regul ations at the June meet-
ing and had made somechangesand
suggestions. After looking it over
forasecondtime, they till had some
suggestions, including having the
Greene Scholarship Committeere-
view the proposed regul ations.

If adopted, the proposed regula-
tionswill bepresentedtostudentsat
the beginning of school and will be
called the* School and Community
Citizenship” regulation.

Citizenshipisencouragedwithin
the school and community, as this
behavior often opensmany doorsof
opportunity tothemwhileinschool
and after graduating.

Itwaspointed out that many of the
honorsand val uableschol arshipsgo
tothosestudentswho practicegooc
citizenship throughout their school
years. Near the end of the school
year, the Scholarship Committee
beginsmakingtheir preliminary se-
lections. If, after theselectionshave
beenmade, therehasbeen oneof the
selected students found misbehav-
ing, theadministration will request
a special meeting of the Board of
Educationand will recommend ac-

SeeRULESon Page8
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DAN RASURE and Casey M cCormick dlscuwd polltlcs when Mr. Rasurecameto The
Herald officeon Tuesday. Mr. Rasureisrunningfor State Senate.
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Continued from Page 1A
basketball coach contract for the
boardto sign at the next meeting.

Other positions open include the
girls basketball assistant coach and
the co-sponsor of the high school
cheerleading.

Other appointments were: Alice
Kinen, four-year term on the Recre-
ation Commission, replacing Tim
Lambert whose term expired; reap-
point GeneDodd asrepresentativeto
the Kansas Association of School
Boards governmental relations net-
work; re-appoint Sherry Weeks as
representativeontheNorthwest Kan-
sasEducationa ServiceCenter Board
inOakley; reappointMyraDouthitas
the representative on the Northwest
Kansas Technica College Board in
Goodland.

Student approved

RULES

Continued from Page 1

tiontowithdraw thescholarship(s).

In the case of the Greene Schol-
arships, some guidelines have al-
ready been set | etting studentsknow
that if they receive amisdemeanor,
felony, or evenadiversion, aportion
of the scholarship could be taken
away. These proposed guidelines
would be in addition to the guide-
linesalready set.

Carl Werner, superintendent,
pointed out that in these proposed
new guidelines, in the case of
Greene ScholarshipswhereCheylin
students also receive aportion, if a
Cheylin student has a scholarship
takenaway, itwill gotothenexteli-
gible Cheylin student — not a St.
Francisstudent.

The same rule applies to St.
Francisstudents. Oncethe scholar-
ship check is delivered to the stu-
dent, thesel ectionbecomesfinal —
the scholarship money cannot be
taken back.

Following the reviewing by the
Greene Scholarship Committee, the
proposed regulations will once
again belooked at by theboard and
then they will make the final deci-
sion.

gy

torun crosscountry

Richard Grace, St. Francis, asked
the board to approvethat hisdaugh-
ter Amy beallowedtoruncrosscoun-
try with the Oberlin High School
team. Amy, her mother and Mr.
Gracehadeachwrittenlettersasking
that theapproval bemade.

Mr. GracehadtalkedtotheOberlin
cross country coach and the athletic
director and they had agreed that she
could join the team to compete on
weekendsbutwouldtrainonherown
inSt. Francis. TheOberlinteamonly
hasthreegirlssigned up.

Amy will be ahigh school senior
and, because of aninjury, would not
beabletoparticipateinvolleybal, the
girls’ sport which istaking place
whenthecrosscountry girlsrun. She
enjoysrunningand, if St. Francishad
across country team, she would be
participatinginit.

TheboardaskedMr. Graceanum-
ber of questions, reviewed school
policy whichstatesthat theboardwill
need to approve the request and re-
viewed theminutesof the September
2000 minutes when the board ap-
provedthereguesttoletKelsey Coo-
per join the Goodland High School
crosscountry team.

The board voted to allow Amy to
participate on Oberlin’ s cross coun-
tryteamaslongasMr. Gracetook full
responsibility of getting her to the
meetsat hisexpenseandonhisliabil-

ity.
Inother business
Inother business:
« Shortly after the meeting began,
Sherry Weekswasel ected president,
replacingGeneDoddwhohasserved

as president for the last year. Cliff
Railewaselected vice president.

 Theboardagreedtoaccept Alecia
Zimbelman, daughter of Mark and
SueZimbelman, asanout-of -district
student.

* Superintendent Werner reported
that hisautomobileexpensefor April
through June was 67 cents per mile
but hewill be accepting theschool’s
reimbursement rateof 37.5 centsper
mile.

 Theboardagreedtopay theKan-
sasAssociationof School Boarddues
which asoincludeslegal assistance
of $4,403.

* The board of education will be
meetingthesecond Thursday of each
monthwiththeexceptionsof Septem-
ber (Sept. 13); November (Nov. 15);
December (Dec. 13); January (Jan.
10) and February (Feb. 14). Thetime
will be 7:30 p.m. central standard
time, and8p.m. central daylight sav-
ingstime.

* The proposed regul ationswhich
could alow scholarshipsto bewith-
drawn from graduating seniorswith
unacceptable misbehavior was re-
viewed. Theboard suggestedthat the
superintendent take it to the Greene
Scholarship Committeefor their in-
put beforeapprovingtheregulations.

Next meseting

The next meeting of the board of
educationwill beaspecia meetingto
study and approvethebudget andits
publication. It was agreed to hold a
breakfast meetingat 7a.m.onJuly 26
at the Dusty Farmer Restaurant.

Thebudget hearing will beheld at
thenextregular mesting setfor 8p.m.
on Thursday, Aug. 12.

Re-Elect

RON KRIEN

Commissioner - District 3

[J Currently Serving as
District 3 Commissioner
[ 7 1/2 Years of Experience
[J Local Businessman
[J Community Volunteer & Supporter

Pol. adv. pd. for by Ron Krien, Treas.
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Young
engineers
at work

By Casey McCormick

Next week will seethe 51st an-
nual Tri-State Antique Engine and
Thresher Show at the show grounds
inBirdCity. Butbeforetheevent can
occur agreat ded of preparationmust
takeplace.

There are about 16 to 18 vintage
steam engines stored onthe grounds
that need agood deal of servicetoget
inshapefor theshow. Over theyears
the mgjority of maintenance for the
massive vehicles has been done by
Gerald Wright.

However, Mr. Wright iscurrently
working hisregular job as an over-
the-roadtruck driver. Buthisabsence
will not delay the 51st show.

Two of the hardest workers at the
show groundsare Rex Weishapl and
Jacob White. Even though they are
not old enough to have driver'sli-
censes (both will be in the eighth
gradenext school year) they arecom-
fortable with operating the giant
steam engines.

“It' safun, learning experience,”
said Rex.

Hehasbeenworkingonthesteam
enginesfor fiveyearsand Jacob has
workedfor four.

“Welike getting dirty,” Rex said.
“Chicks, exceptfor ourmoms, digit.”

Itisadirty jobasmuchof thework
isdonehandlingtheblack, sooty coal

REX WEISHAPL AND JACOB WHITE work on the small
steam engineused for thekidstug-of-war . Althoughit’ sall vol-
unteer work thesetwo young men areinstrumental in getting

the Thresher Show off theground.
Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

that fuels the machines. Also the
smaller volunteers have the task of
crawling into the fire boxesto sand-
blast built-upresidueontheinside, as
wasdonelastyear.

“Thisyearwe recheckingthefuse
plugs,” Rex said, “to makesurethey
aren’'t melted.”

Mr. Wright hastaught theseyoung
men everything they know about
steamengines. Hetruststhemtowork
solo ontheantique machines.

Asfor the regular maintenance
much must be done: mud s cleaned

off, small packings are replaced anc
each engineishydrotested.

“Thetest putsthe engine over the
normal pressure of therelief valve,”
Rexsad.

Therelief valveisthesafety device
which keeps the steam engine from
building up too much pressure and
possibly exploding.

WhenMr. Wrightreturnsfromthe
road next Friday he will be pleased
with what these two workers have
accomplished.

HIRED

Continued from Page 1

Bonnie Jones was present.
While she wasn’t on the agenda,
she was given an opportunity to
speak after theexecutivemeeting.
She was unhappy with
undersheriff’s ebay sales of porn
videos. Shehad aletter to theedi-
tor which shesaidwould gotothe
newspaper unless something was
done about the undersheriff.
Commissioner TimRailesaid that
“good will prevail.”

Later the sheriff informed the
newspaper that the undersheriff
had been released but shared no
further details.

Clerk Miller said he had called
the SBC phone company about the
cost of the sheriff’s office phone
bill in Bird City. Clerk Miller,
while talking to the phone com-
pany representative, wastold that
there would probably been a de-
crease in the next phone bill be-

cause of amisunderstanding.

Following the prior meeting of
thecommissionerswheretheBird
City sheriff phone bill was dis-
cussed, Sheriff Eddie
Dankenbring had informed the
clerk that there were two phones
in that office: onefor phonecalls
and the other is for internet ser-
vice.

Health insurance

The commissioners discussed
why thecounty’ shealthinsurance
payment washigher. Clerk Miller
said the insurance representative
said it was because a number of
big claims were made within a
month. Thetotal thecommission-
ers will have to pay is $72,806
which includes the $15,000 the
county pays each month. The
commissioners agree to pay the
amount but asked that representa-
tive Tim Carson cometo afuture
meeting to further explain the

policy.
In other business

In other business:

e Carol Gamblin, part-time
deputy, thanked the commission-
ersfor allowing her to attend the
training academy. She is now &
certified deputy

e Larry Gabel had turned in &
mileage bill which the commis-
sionersrejected. In 2001, thecom-
missionershad set arulethat mile-
age would be paid to and from
BirdCity. InMr. Gabel’ scase, he
had heard an ambulancecall while
enroute to another town. He hao
turned around to answer the call
and felt he should be reimburseg
for that mileage.

Next meeting

Thenext commissioners’ meet-
ing hasbeen setfor 8a.m. on July
30inthecommissioners roomin
the courthouse.

Support Our

Local Veterans!

behind their current facility.

Now is the time to buy,
current General Motors,
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“Selling cars for years ...

Progress has been impressive this past week on Burlington’s
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 6491 new building
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Vince’s GM Center Salesmen

Scott King and Mel Brisendine,
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$50

for every new car or truck sold during
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