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SELF-EMPLOYED real estateinvestor, Don Morreale, Denver, isriding across the United
Statesin hopesof ear ning $62,500to0 help theor phaned children of India. Mr. Morrealeplans
started from LasCruces, N.M. and toend hiscrusadein Washington, D.C.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Man rides scooter for cause

Every summer, therearerunners,
bikersand evenhorsescrossingthe
United States for one cause or an-
other. On Monday, adifferent sort
of travel couldbeseencomingto St.
FrancisasaDenver maniscrossing
the United States on a motorized
scooter to raisemoney for the SOS
Children’sVillagesof India.

“The motorized scooter isaway
of bringing attentiontomy plight of
orphaned children,” said Don
Morreale, aself-employed real es-
tate investor and landlord from
Denver.

Mr.Morreal eisalsotheauthor of
two books on Buddhism in
America.

Hestarted hiscross-country jour-
ney on the two-wheeled, standup
scooter called “The Mosquito
Stinger” on Feb. 15 and intendsto
raise $62,500 for the SOS

winding up his second segment in
Washington, D.C., having taken
approximately four to six weeksto
completethejourney.

Mr.Morrealesaid hisinspiration
camefromatrip hetook to Indiain
1976 when he witnessed firsthand
the plight of orphaned children
dressedinrags.

“They were swarming over gar-
bageheapsinthesweltering streets
of Old Delhi. Withnoonetocarefor
them, they were left to fend for
themselves,” he said. “| resolved
that somehow, sometime, | would
do something to help them.”

That resolve strengthened in
2000when Morreal e attended the
funeral of aclose friend who had
been killed in a Colorado moun-
taineering accident. The man’s
mother, who livesin New Delhi,
asked that the money be sent to

nated the hybrid (it has bike
brakes, 16-inch bike wheels and
anauxiliary bikeseat, but ispow-
ered by a two-stroke motor
roughly the size of aleaf-blower
andisridden mostly standing up)
and will also provide logistical
support.

Mr. Morreale plans to raise
enough money through sponsor-
ships and donations to educate
1,000childrenfor oneyear (thecost
of ayear’seducation for one child
at SOS/Indiaisonly $62.50) andto
encourage contributors to provide
ongoing support. After theride, he
will goto Indiato photograph SOS
Villagesand then retrace histrans-
continental routeby car, stoppingto
speak tolocal Rotary organizations
insmall townsalong theway.

He will be keeping a journal
throughout hisjourney and aimsto
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Clerk explains changes
on 2004 primary election

There will be a few major
changesat thisyear’ sprimary elec-
tion.

Until thisyear, Kansashad closed
primaries, meaning if you weren’t
a Democrat or a Republican, you
didn’t vote. Now the Democratic
primary will be opento Democrats
andunaffiliated voters. TheRepub-
licansweregoingto opentheir pri-
mary to unaffiliated voters, but a
lawsuit blocked that.

Terry Miller, Cheyenne County
electionofficer, saidthat whatitall
meansisif the personisregistered
to vote as an unaffiliated voter, he
or she may go to the pollson Aug.
3, and tell the election worker that
they would like to vote the Demo-
cratic ballot and the worker will
hand the voter aballot.

If the unaffiliated voter would
rather vote as a Republican, they
candothat, too.

“The only differenceisyou, the
voter, will havetofill outa‘ Change
of Party Affiliation’ card statingfor
that day, at least, you will beaRe-
publican,” Officer Miller said.
“Y outhenwill be handed aRepub-
lican ballot and can vote for the
Republicancandidates. Y oucanfill
out theexact samecardthenextday,
or anytimetheresfter, (attheclerk’s
office) and become unaffiliated
again.

If there are any questions, either
before the election or at the polls,
thoseworkingwill helpunaffiliated
voters.

“Youcanawayscal theclerk’'s
officeaswell,” Officer Miller said.
Biggest change

Officer Miller said probably the
biggest change has been dueto the
“Help AmericaVoteAct.”

“Thisyear, the voter must show
aformof identification beforethey
voteif they area‘firsttimevoter,’”
Officer Miller said.

According to the Help America
VoteAct, firsttimevotersmust pro-
videidentificationtoacounty elec-
tion official beforereceivingabal-
lot.

“Youareconsidereda“firsttime
voter” if you have never voted in
Cheyenne County.

“If thisisyou, be prepared to

Tod Jacob Mastin
ChrisandIrisMastin, St Francis,
would like to announce the arrival
of Tod Jacab, bornon July 12, 2004.
He was 8 pounds, 4 ounces, and
measured 20 inches.
Grandparentsare Rick andMary
LouMastin of Haysand Josephine
Henderson of Tulsa, Okla. Great-
grandparents include Fred and
Marie Schwarz of Oakley, and
Shirley Bruner of Scott City.

Introducing

show one of these forms of identi-
fication: a) A current and valid
driver’s license or non-driver’s
identification card issued by the
Kansas Division of Motor Ve-
hicles; b) current utility bill; c) bank
statement; d) paycheck; €) govern-
ment check; f) other government
document showing the name and
current address of thevoter.”

The name and address on the
aboveformsmust matchthevoter's
registration information. If the
voter doesn’t bringidentificationto
thepoll andisafirst-timevoter, he/
she will still be allowed to vote a
provisional ballot.

“Y ouwill then haveuntil thecan-
vass of votes, Friday, Aug. 6, to
show identification. If you cannot
provide the identification by that
time, your votewill not count,” Of -
ficer Miller said. “If you have
questions about whether you'll
need to show identification at the
polls, call theclerk’ soffice (785-
332-8800).

Those knowing they will need
to show identification when they
vote can also cometo theclerk’s
office anytime before voting and
provide identification and they
won'’t haveto show identification
at the polls.

“Thiswould speed uptheprocess
tovote, soyou' rewelcometocome
by the office and show uswho you
are,” Officer Miller said.

Provision ballot

Thisyear, those issued a provi-
sionballotwill beabletocheck with
theclerk’ sofficetoseeif their vote
was counted or rejected.

“Before, you never knew if your

— Something to

votewasrejected or accepted,” Of-
ficer Miller said. “ Y ouwill betolc
thereasonif itisrejected”

A provisional ballotisany ballot
that iscast that may have questions
regarding the voter’s status. For
example, if the address doesn’t
match what is registered at the
clerk’s office, they would be al-
lowed to vote, but theballot would
go in aspecial envelope. Another
envel opewould explainthe details
of thediscrepancy and theboard of
county commissioners, along with
the county election officer/clerk
would count or reject the ballot,
depending on the situation, at the
canvassof votes.

-St. Francis News -

On Thursday, Karen Krien ac-
companied Sue Ella Touslee of
Emporia, and Kelly Allen of Clay
Center to Finley, N.D., wherethey
were guests of Ed and Wanits
Kroeplin. Whilethere, they mades
trip to the Peace Gardens which
border the United States and
Canada, saw therisingwater level s
at DevilsLake, thetallest tower in
the United States as well as the
marker designating the center of
North America. They also visited
Royceand DianeKroeplinand Ken
and Sharon Kroeplin. They made
their way back to Kansas on Sun-

day.

Chantelle and Angeleo Sparks
from San Antonio, Texas, arevis-
iting this week with their great-
grandparents, Coy and Neve
DeGood.

Think About—

TheGossiper

A woman repeated a bit of gos-
sip about aneighbor. Within afew
days the whole community knew
the story. The person it concerned
wasdeeply hurtand offended. L ater
thewoman responsiblefor spread-
ing the rumor learned that it was
completely untrue. She was very
sorry and went toawiseold sageto
find out what shecould dotorepair

Mastin

the damage.

Go to the marketplace,” he said,
“and purchase achicken, and have
it killed. Then on your way home,
pluck itsfeathersand dropthemone
by onealong theroad.”

Although surprised by this ad-
vice, the woman did what she was
told.

The next day the wise man said,
“Now goand collect all thosefesath-
ers you dropped yesterday anc
bring them back to me.”

The woman followed the same
road, but to her dismay, the wind
had blown the feathers all away.
After searching for hours, shere-
turned with only threein her hand.

“Yousee,” saidtheoldsage, “it’ s
easy to drop them, but it’simpos-
sibleto get them back. Soitiswith
gossip. It doesn’t take much tc
spread a rumor, but once you do,
you can never completely undothe
wrong.”
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