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Mardell Jane Church

DeGood
Jan. 8, 1916 - Oct. 10, 2004

Mardell Jane Church DeGood
was born Sept.
30, 1924, in
Holdrege, Neb.,
the daughter of
Frank Ben-
jamin and
E s t h e r
J o s e p h i n e
F r e b u r g
C h u r c h .
Mardell’s early
years were spent growing up in
Herndon. Her family  moved to St.
Francis when she was in the eighth
grade and she graduated from St.
Francis High School in 1942. She
spent the next three years teaching
in the Plum Creek, Pleasant Ridge
and Jaqua school districts.

Mardell married Paul DeGood on
July 2, 1944, in the United Method-
ist Church parsonage in St Francis.
Mardell spent her entire adult life in
St. Francis with the exception of one
year when she resided in California
while Paul was in the Pacific during
World War II. Returning to St.
Francis, Mardell and Paul lived on the
family farm until 1956 when they
moved into St. Francis to their home
at 504 West First Street. For 30 years
she was employed as secretary for
Cheyenne County Road and Bridge.

Mardell was a true steward to
God and life. She and her husband
Paul were very active in numerous
community activities. She was an
energetic member of the United
Methodist Church, having served as
co-chairman of the Funeral Dinner
Committee for 14 years as part of the
Merry Circle. She and Paul served as
MYF leaders for a number of years
(probably trying to keep track of their
children). She was a member of  Doric
Chapter of Eastern Star and served as
Past Worthy Matron. Mardell was
responsible for organizing the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Card-O-Rama in
Cheyenne County. She was president
of the Cheyenne Cancer Society for
many years and served as the Fifth
District Crusade advisor. Mardell and
Paul were 4-H Community Leaders
of the Lawn Ridge 4-H Club for over
10 years. She assisted many children
in the community with demonstra-
tions and project talks. Mardell was
an active participant in the St. Francis
Senior Center enjoying the fellow-
ship and activities.

Mardell had many interests during
busy her lifetime. Genealogy was a
challenging avocation and she was a
member of the Mayflower Descen-
dants and the Cheyenne County His-
torical Society. Other organizations
in which she participated were
Rambler’s Club, Tuesday Club and
a home demonstration unit. Her fam-
ily and friends were often the recipi-
ents of beautiful pieces of needle-
work, craft projects and quilts. Fish-
ing, camping, playing cards and
games, traveling and gardening were
also favorite activities.

Mardell died on Oct. 10, 2004, in
Wichita, Kan.  She was preceded in
death by an infant son, Kenton
Dean, her parents, Frank and Esther
Church and her beloved husband,
Paul.

She is survived by a daughter,
Karen and husband Harold Engle of
Madison, a son, Alan and wife
Dianne of Goddard, five grandchil-
dren and their spouses; Kirk and Jill
Engle, Kelt and Kim Engle, Kerrie
and Jason Mayans, Ryan and Alana
Engle, and Melissa and Araon
Opbroek, eight great-grandchil-
dren, and a sister, Darlene Wright

of Denver.
Services were held Oct. 12, 2004,

at the United Methodist Church in
St. Francis, with interment at the St.
Francis Cemetery. The services
were conducted by Pastor Morita
Truman. The pallbears were Dwen
DeGood, Lanny DeGood, Harvey
Forsythe, Dave Roberson, Matt
Smull and Tom Smull.

Shannon K. Ross
July 29, 1960 - Sept. 11, 2004
Shannon K. Ross, 44 died sud-

denly at her home in Rowlett,
Texas, Sept. 11, 2004. Services
were held Sept. 18 at the First
United Methodist Church in
Rowlett with the Rev. Dawn Weaks
of the First Christian Church, Dis-
ciples of Christ, officiating. Judge
Jan Boyle spoke on behalf of the
federal justice system members.

Memorial services were also held
Sept. 16 at the First Christian church
in Atwood, Kan., with the Rev.
Christine Edwards officiating, as-
sisted by Rev. John Bartlett. There
was cremation, with burial to take
place at a later date.

Assistant United States Attorney
Ross was Criminal Chief of the U.S.
Attorney’s office for North Texas.
She received her bachelor of arts
degree cum laude from the Univer-
sity of Kansas and graduated first in
her class from Baylor University in
1986, were she earned her Juris
Doctorate. That year, she was ad-
mitted to the Texas Bar.

She worked for 10 years as a Dal-
las County assistant district attor-
ney, where she became head of the
organized crime division focusing
on drug prosecutions.

In May of 1997, she was appointed
to serve as an Assistant United States
Attorney and served as Deputy
Criminal Chief over the Narcotics
and Violent Crime Section. In 2002
she was promoted to Criminal Chief,
where she supervised 70 criminal
prosecutors in the 100-county North
Texas division. She worked closely
with the FBI, Secret Service and nu-
merous federal and state departments,
as well as the Dallas Police Depart-
ment. She was beloved and greatly re-
spected by those with whom she
worked. Her consistent message was
“Seek the truth and always be fair.”

She was named Prosecutor of the
Year by the Texas Narcotics Offic-
ers Association and was awarded
the C. Chris Marshall Distinguished
Faculty award for outstanding con-
tributions to the education of Texas
Prosecutors. For 10 years, Shannon
taught criminal justice courses for
Dallas Community College and
was honored with the Adjunct Fac-
ulty Excellence in Teaching Award
in 1997.

Shannon was born in Hays,
Kans., July 29, 1960, to Keith and
Rosalie Russell Ross. She grew up
in Atwood, Kans., where she was
valedictorian of the Atwood High
School Class of 1978.

She was a lifelong member of the
Christian Church and presently was
serving at the First Christian Church
of Rowlett as an elder and Sunday
School teacher. This fall, she received
a full scholarship to Brite Divinity
School, Fort Worth TCU Campus, to
begin a second career in the ministry.
She was known by friends and co-
workers alike for her enthusiastic
witness for Christ.

Shannon had a great appreciation
of the arts. She was an avid musician
and served as pianist in her church’s
praise band. He love of travel took her
to many places around the globe.
Wherever she traveled, the local art
gallery was sure to be first on her list

his real estate license before retir-
ing. After retirement he and Cleo
bought, remodeled, and sold prop-
erty as a hobby.

He lived 55 years in the Denver
area, and moved back to Kansas in
1998, where he lived in Goodland for
a short time, and then moved to St.
Francis where he made a lot of friends
and felt like he had finally come
home. He was unusually talented at
working with his hands, renovating
houses, making furniture, and fixing
mechanical things. He enjoyed doing
handy-man work, often inventing
tools that would make the job easier.
He could play Scrabble for hours and
his large vocabulary made for chal-
lenging games.

He was preceded in death by his
wife Cleo and his son Larry. He is
survived by daughter, Lois
Brassfield, and her husband Don of
Littleton, Laura Evelyne Reeser,
and her husband Rick of St. Francis,
Jo Hagney of St. Francis, One son,
Earl of Denver, and daughter-in-
law Ann Booker of Los Lunas, NM.
He has eight grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren.

He died Monday, Oct. 11, 2004
at the Cheyenne County Hospital
after a battle with heart disease. In
lieu of flowers, the family requests
that donations be sent to the Chey-
enne county Hospital.

A Memorial Service will be held
at the United Methodist Church in
St. Francis on Thursday, Oct. 14, at
2:00 PM. Burial will be at Ft. Logan
Military Cemetery in Denver next
Monday will full military honors.

DeGood

St. Francis
785-332-2113

Haigler
308-297-3223

St. Francis Equity

Buy Five Bags and
Get The Sixth Bag at 50% OFF

PROFILE Dog/Cat Food

BUSINESS CARD
DIRECTORY

To list your business drop us a card!
Call  785-332-3162 today.

785-854-7674
1-888-247-5153

Fax 785-854-7675

FRANK & PAULINE KAISER
Owners
P.O. Box 93
Long Island, Kansas 67647

An Authorized Independent Franchise

REPAIR
REPLACEMENT

MOBILE SERVICE

LEACH AGENCY
Gary Leach, AGENT

Are you covered?
AUTO, HOME, LIFE,

MEDICAL, CROP

209 W. Washington,
St. Francis, KS 67756

785-332-2898 FAX 785-332-3155

TFN

CTX Mortgage Company

Kelli Gartland
Giving back to the Great Community I was raised in and

meeting your home financing needs. Local references
available about the Great Care you will receive.

Office • 800-639-7794
Cell • 303-257-3766

kelli.gartland@ctxmort.com
www.ctxloanofficer.com/kelli

CTX Mortgage Company

Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.

Western Kansas Center for Comprehensive
Dental Diagnosis & Rehabilation

• Comprehensive bite analysis
• TMJ/TMD diagnosis and rehabilitation
•  I.V. Sedation for all dental procedures
   including surgical removal of wisdom teeth
• Dental Implants: surgical placement
   and restoration
• Complete endodontic services (root canal)
  molar and anterior teeth

• Extensive cosmetic procedures
• Laser peridontal (gum disease) therapy
• Esthetic crown and bridge restorations;
   all ceramic (no metal)
• General dental procedures: cleanings,
   tooth colored fillings, partial dentures,
   biologic dentures

1690 W. 4th • Colby, KS
460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

Gary Ferguson
Service Manager

YOST FARM SUPPLY
Bus. - 785-332-3351
Bus. - (800) 421-3914
Home - 785-332-3327
Mobile - 785-332-8532

East Highway 36 • P.O. Box 1080
St. Francis, KS 67756

Elmer Kellner

The shortest route between Indianapolis and Denver

St. Francis, KS 67756-9008
785-332-2950

eldoro1@juno.com

www.ushwy36.com

Field Representative
U.S. 36 Highway Association, Inc.

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS  67701

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Your business card can
be seen in 2000 papers!

& Bird City Times

$5.95 per week in one paper,
$11.50 per week in both!

of sites to visit.
Swimming was also her lifelong

hobby. As a youth, she was a mem-
ber of her swim team and later man-
aged the swimming pools in
Atwood and Oberlin. She also
coached swim teams and taught
swimming classes, the latest to a
group of “grannies.”

She was preceded in death by an
infant brother, Stuart Ross and
grandparents, Eddie and Doris Ross
and Roby and Beryl Russell.

Shannon is survived by her par-
ents, Keith and Rosalie Ross of
Atwood; her brothers, Scott Ross
and wife, Kathy, of Stockton, and
Robb and wife, Julie, of Colby;
nephews, Riley and Seth Ross;
nieces, Jessica Katie and Kari Ross;
other relatives; and many friends.

A memorial has been established
in her name to the ACE Foundation,
Box 224, Atwood, KS 67730

Harold Earl Booker
Jan 8, 1916 - Oct 11, 2004

Harold Earl Booker was born on
Jan. 8, 1916 in Jewell County, Kan.,
the youngest son of 13 children of
Richard and Laua Booker. He grew
up on the farm, married Cleo
Howard in 1942. They had five chil-
dren: Larry, Lois, Laura Evelyne,
Georgia (Jo) and Earl. He served in
World War II as an airplane me-
chanic and hydraulic instructor, and
was a master mechanic by trade,
retiring from Gates Rubber Com-
pany after 20 years of service. Even
though he only graduated from the
8 grade he completed numerous
college-level courses and obtained

Items for servicemen
to be picked up at noon

CARE PACKAGES—Twila Kramer and Casey McCormick
add items to the box of supplies to be sent to servicemen in Iraq.
                                                                                                    Herald staff photo by Lezlie Hilt

By Karen Krien
The boxes for collecting items

for soldiers’ care packages are
filling up much faster than ex-
pected which is good as items will
be collected by noon on Thursday.
Hulda Dorsch, American Legion
Auxiliary member, Bird City, can
take them to put with other items
collected throughout the state.
The boxes are located at the dif-
ferent business places in Chey-
enne County including Home-
town Market,  Bird City; St.
Francis Supers’, P & L Ideal Meat
Market and The Saint Francis
Herald.

At each of the businesses, there
is a list of items which are needed
for the care packages. Any money
donations will be used to either buy
more items for the boxes or used for
shipping them — a cost which will
amount to $5,000 to $6,000.

The local Legions and VFWs are
joining with Operation SOS (Sup-
porting Our Soldiers), an organiza-

tion with the goal to provide support
to the troops serving the United
States overseas.

Operation SOS is planning on
packing 500 boxes to send to sol-
diers overseas in time for the holi-
days. Items gathered from Chey-
enne County will help fill the pack-
ages.

Mrs. Dorsch said if anyone has a
family member or know of some-
one who is serving in Iraq should
contact her at 785-734-2792 and
they will try to get a care package
to each of these people.

Since its inception, Operation
SOS has sent almost 700 packages
containing a wide range of supplies
such as 300 pillows, 1,500 dozen
homemade cookies and countless
food and toiletry items that are
taken for granted in northwest Kan-
sas and the rest of the United States.
Last year, 125 care packages were
sent for the holidays and the orga-
nization is planning on sending 500
boxes this year.

St. Francis News
Mr. and Mrs. John England of

Englewood, Colo., Mr and Mrs.
George Harper, and Eric were
Tuesday supper guests of Donna
and Norvin Northrup celebrating
Debra’s birthday.

Milton and Betty Lampe were
guests of Kirk, Debbie and Kyle
Grizzell of macksville from Friday
thru Sunday, October 8-10.

They enjoyed the parade down
main street and Pep Assembly on
Friday afternoon and the Home-
coming football game when they
had the crowning of the Homecom-
ing King and queen as Kyle Grizzell

and Jenna Wood. Travis Grizzell of
Hays joined the family there.

Enroute going and coming home
they stopped in Hays to visit Gravis
Grizzell.

Marilyn Krien, Aurora, Colo.,
was a Friday through Sunday
houseguest of Billy and Karen
Krien and visited her parents Bill
and Leone Krien. Todd Krien,
Celeste, Texas, arrived late Satur-
day and will spend the week with his
parents Billy and Karen. He at-
tended the Cheyenne County Trail
Ride on Sunday and will also be vis-
iting his grandparents.


