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Former Cheyenne
County resident
enjoys playing

The Heart City Heartwarmers
were recently featured in the Mid-
land News, Valentine, Neb. In an
article written by Laura Vroman,
Paul Bader tells how the band was
formed. What brings the article
back to Cheyenne County is Mr.
Bader was born and raised in the
county and his sister,  Meta
Dankenbring is a resident of Bird
City.

As a young man, Mr. Bader
farmed in Cheyenne County and
took photography training under
Hattie Joy, who lived and worked
in St. Francis. He was employed
as a photographer in North Platte
and Grand Island, Neb., before
moving to Valentine where he
opened Bader Photography Stu-
dio.

In the article,  Ms. Vroman
writes: “Six hearty souls, a mixed
conglomeration of stringed in-
struments,  accordion, mouth
harps, love, and an affinity to see
people happy are the main ingre-
dients for the success and longev-
ity of the Heart City
Heartwarmers.”

Valentine based, which is how
they got their name, the
Heartwarmers have been playing
since May 1982, and was the
brainchild of Mr. Bader.

The original band members in-
cluded Mr. Bader, two women and
a man. Mr. Bader had taught the
women how to play guitar a
couple years prior.

“We played at Pine View (a
nursing home) quite often. Then
we were asked to go to the VA
hospital in Hot Springs to enter-
tain.”

This is when they became an of-
ficial band.

“On the way back from Hot
Springs, we were talking and
somebody mentioned that we
needed a name. Various names
came up and I came up with the
Heart City Heartwarmers. That’s
the one that stuck and I think that
was because it was the right one.

“Music warms the heart and this

is kind of what I thought about,
and the Heart City is where we’re
all from,” Mr. Bader said.

A year later, a man, Bob Tinant,
who Mr. Bader describes as a
“true cowboy”  and another
player, Wally Bazyn, joined the
Heartwarmers.

Mr. Tinant remembers going to
the nursing home to play with his
daughters Ruth and Mary and
found Mr. Bader and Mr. Bazyn
already playing.

“I was glad to listen to them.
Both sing and do harmony. We
joined forces and have been play-
ing together ever since. It isn’t any
fun to play alone.”

The band plays old country fa-
vorites from WWI. music from
the 40s and 50s, and some music
made popular in recent years.
They also play polkas, waltzes
and some blues.

Many people remember listen-
ing to the Heart City
Heartwarmers while they were at
Flynn’s, which had a Friday night
fish fry and depending on the
weather, it was held either inside
or outside, with the Heartwarmers
for entertainment.

“I was sitting in the audience,
and if they knew you, they’d call
you up to play with them,” said
Bob Kenaston, the fiddle player,
who joined the group. “And if you
didn’t have your instrument, they
loaned you one.”

Jeanie Hoffman, who plays the
harmonica with the band, remem-
bers playing her grandfathers ac-
cordion at Flynn’s.

“I would go out there and listen,
and I wasn’t with the band. I ac-
tually took my grandfather’s ac-
cordion! I couldn’t play it really
well and decided I couldn’t do
that. So I started playing the har-
monica.”

Each of the members are self-
taught musicians, most have won
varying singing or playing com-
petitions throughout the upper
midwest.

On Sept. 1, 2002, Mr. Bader,

Mr. Kenaston, Mr. Bazyn and Mr.
Tinant were inducted into the
America’s Old Time Country Mu-
sic Hall of Fame in Avoca, Iowa,
at the National Old Time Country
Music Festival, before thousands
of fans and guests.

Ms. Hoffman has entered the
Old Time Fiddlers contest which
is held in Yankton, S.D. She en-
tered in the harmonica category
where she took second place her
first year there. She also entered
this year and said, “I played well,
but didn’t place. I did get to play
with Paul (Bader) though.”
(Which is something she enjoys.)

Many of their playing engage-
ments are free gratis. The last Fri-
day of the month, the band plays
at the Valentine Senior Center for
their dance. This is a tradition that
has spanned the inception of the
Senior Center.

“We played for their first dance
there. We’ve played every month
since then with very few excep-

tions — very few,” and we’re still
doing that,” Mr. Bader said.

The Heart City Heartwarmers
are very community minded and
play without charge for the nurs-
ing homes.

“You can watch the audience
and some people really don’t
know up from down anymore but
you can watch their feet and you
can see them tapping. It’s getting
through to them. Music is just a
wonderful thing ... it’s a wonder-
ful communicator,” Mr. Bader
said.

When the members of the band
are not out about town playing,
they’re at each other’s homes
“jamming.” Some of the jammers
are with other bands and some
make solo entertaining. Some
have their own CDs, but the Heart
City Heartwarmers haven’t made
a CD yet. However, the article
said they might be considering
making a Christmas CD.

Cool, damp weather has been
welcome through much of Kansas
this fall, but the conditions have
sparked leaf rust in wheat, Kansas
State University scientists said.

Producers are expressing con-
cern that their fields are turning yel-
low and wondering if it’s wheat
streak mosaic, said K-State Re-
search and Extension crop special-
ist Jim Shroyer. In this case, how-
ever, there are chlorotic (dying) ar-
eas with large orange pustules on
the leaves. That is what’s giving the
field the yellow color and how it can
be identified as leaf rust.

“I don’t recall it ever being this
widespread before,” Specialist
Shroyer said. “We always see some
of this in south central Kansas, but
it’s quite unusual to see it so far
west,” he said, citing calls he’s re-
ceived from Wichita, Smith, Logan
and Comanche counties, among
others.

“Leaf rust has been observed
throughout the state from south cen-
tral to northwest Kansas and in
north central Oklahoma as well,”
said K-State Extension plant pa-
thologist Jim Stack. “Last week, I
saw severe leaf rust in fields of vol-
unteer wheat in Cheyenne and
Sherman counties as well as in
newly-emerged wheat.”

“The number one question is, will
it hurt the wheat? Generally, the
answer is no, but I’ve had reports
that some small wheat is dying,”
Specialist Shroyer said.

Although the severities in some
fields are high, the probability that
it will impact winter survival or fi-
nal yield remains very small, Pa-
thologist Stack said.

Specialist Shroyer said the
sooner wheat goes dormant, the
better. Conversely, the longer

wheat keeps growing this fall, if
temperatures don’t get cold enough,
the rust could continue to develop.

Growers sometimes ask if leaf
rust can overwinter and damage the
wheat in the spring, he said.

“Generally, the answer is no, it
won’t overwinter if we have a nor-
mal cold winter. However, if we
have an unusually warm winter,
then it’s possible leaf rust could
overwinter and get an early start
next spring,” the agronomist said.

He explained that the relatively
early wheat planting, coupled with
fairly good moisture and foggy,
cool, but not cold conditions kept
wheat leaves damp for long periods
of time. These are conditions that
foster leaf rust growth.

No research has been done on leaf
rust treatment in the fall, Specialist
Shroyer said, because the threat
usually disappears with cold
weather.

“It appears that most of the leaf
rust is on the old leaves and the
newer leaves are okay - that’s a
good sign. If it stays warm, the
newer leaves may become infected
as well. I just can’t imagine that a
fungicide would be profitable or
practical,” he said, adding that the
situation is different this year than
in most years. In most years the
wheat goes dormant “and that’s the
end of the story.”

Pathologist Stack said that Bob
Hunger, a long-time wheat re-
searcher from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, has said he has never seen
a case of fall leaf rust affecting fi-
nal yield and that fungicide appli-
cations in the fall are economically
unwarranted. Unless the winter is
unusually mild, most of the rust
spores will be killed by low winter
temperatures.
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The 800
pound
Gorilla

Just got a whole lot bigger!

155 W. Fifth   Colby, Kan. 67701
(785) 462-3963

215 S. Kansas, Norton,  Kan. 67654
(785) 877-3361

170 S. Penn Ave.,  Oberlin,  Kan. 67749
(785) 475-2206

1205 Main,  Goodland,  Kan. 67735
(785) 899-2338

That’s right. The Gorilla has been
growing. Already the biggest and
most effective advertising medium in
the Tri-State Region, The Country
Advocate has been adding readers all
year.

No more 800-pound weakling. Now
The Advocate is the 900-pound go-
rilla of Northwest Kansas advertising!

First, The Advocate added nearly
1,550 new home-delivered households
in Sherman County with readers of the
all-new, all-local Goodland Star-News.

Then, the Gorilla picked up 1,750 new
home-delivered households in Norton
County when The Norton Telegram
joined the club.

When you need to sell something,

Box 167, Bird City,  Kan. 67731
(785) 734-2621

Box 1050,  St. Francis,  Kan. 67756
(785) 332-3162

Bird City Times

find something or notify someone, the
Gorilla is your best friend. Reaching
18,200 households with nearly 42,000
readers across northwest Kansas and
eastern Colorado, the Gorilla packs a
punch. It can move your refrigerator or
your old car. A house? No problem for
the Gorilla. And all at rates that save you
money.

And The Advocate is nearly all
home delivered. Some “shoppers”
count on people picking them up at the
filling station. It’s cheap, but it can’t
compare to home delivery reaching
nearly every house in the area.

Just try it! The Gorilla will work
hard for you. Call today with your ad.

Leaf rust showing up
 in Kansas wheat

PAUL BADER plays his accordion during one of his perfor-
mances.  Mr. Bader and the group he plays with were recently
featured in the Midland News, Valentine, Neb.


