Opinion

Congresscan’tpassabill
toreorganizeintelligence

Itseems hard to believe, in the wake of the Sept.
11 commission report and the intelligence fiasco
leading up to the Iraq war, that Congress can’t pass
abill toreorganize our national intelligence agen-
cies.

Infighting over control of military intelligence
has kept the bill from a floor vote in the House,
though it passed the Senate with almost no oppo-
sition.

But the chairman of the House Armed Services
Committee, Duncan Hunter, wants it changed to
guarantee that information from military sources
and satellites goes directly to battlefield com-
manders.

The bill, following recommendations of the
Sept. 11 commission, would create anew national
director to oversee all intelligence activities.

Of course, that’s the same reason Congress gave
us a director of Central Intelligence in the 1950s.
Since then, though, the information-gathering
business has fragmented, split among operations
people and analysts at the CIA, the Pentagon and
the individual services, the Defense Intelligence
Agency, and the electronic snoops at the National
Security Agency.

With so many spies, it’s hard for them to keep
track of what they are doing, let alone what future
and current enemies are up to.

Our guess is that Congress will pass the bill this
week before it goes home for good, because some-
thing has gotto be done. It’s simply unacceptable
that our entire intelligence network could have
been so wrong about something so basic as Iraq’s
“weapons of mass destruction.”

Hangin’ With Marge

Choosing Your Falling Place

What happens will have to be more than just a
reorganization, though. The new intelligence
chief will have to pick people to run his agencies
who will focus on the job, and not on their jobs.

Nothing is more critical to national policy than
knowing what is going on out in the real world.
Electronic snooping is great, but most of what it
brings in is confusing chatter. Reports from spies
and observers in the field are vital, but someone
has to comb them for the thread of the truth.

Intelligence justcan’t be filtered through politi-
cal vision. That’s dangerous.

This is no easy job. We consolidated the field
once, and it didn’t take. But we have to do better.

The toll we paid for being unprepared for the
Sept. 11 attacks was heavy. The price we’ve paid
in Iraq is less, but the obvious danger of being so
wrong about such a critical issue is undeniable.

There’sno doubt our intelligence system is bro-
ken. But it will take not just a new law, but bold
new leadership to fix it. Victory in Congress will
be half the battle.

Somewhere, President Bush has gotto find atop
spy who knows how to run operations around the
globe, read their reports and figure out what they
all mean.

He and his people will have to navigate the slip-
pery political slopes of Washington, deal with the
Pentagon, its generals and admirals, and foster
trust in Congress.

And they’ll have to be right more than they’re

wrong.
It’s no small task, butit’s vital to our future as a
nation. —Steve Haynes

By |
Margaret
Bucholtz

I'have notbeen a person who has
ever fallen down a lot, but the few
times [ have they weren’tin a place
that didn’t bring attention.

The first time I embarrassed my-
self with falling was when I was
going to beauty school in McCook,
and a group of us were hurrying
across Main Street to get to school
on time.

Wehad all been at the coffee shop
having adonut and we had losttrack
of time. As I crossed the busy street
and stepped upon the curbmy ankle
twisted and down I went. I jumped
up so no one would notice, but as I
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stepped on my foot the pain hit and
I fainted. When I came to, I looked
up and it seemed to me there must
havebeenatleasta 100 people look-
ing overme. [ heard one of them ask
if I was dead and it was then I de-
cided just to lay there with my eyes
closed and hopefully the world
would go away.

Of course I had to eventually get
up and face the crowd, but I wasn’t
sure which hurt most, my ankle or
my pride.

Years later, my daughter stopped
by to talk to me while I was at work
so she and I walked to the post of-
fice together. I had picked up a
couple of rather large boxes and we
were walking back, talking a mile
aminute. As I stepped off the curb,
right by the post office, my ankle
twisted once again and down [ went.
The boxes scattered along with the
mail and there I laid in the gutter.

Recalling how I had fainted the
last time I didn’t want to just jump
up and faint again so I laid there for
a little bit. Naturally this happened
atthe busy time for people to get the
mail and once again in my life,
people were looking. My daughter,
being the caring kind, kept tapping
me very lightly, but several times,
with her shoe and saying, “Mom,
getup! People are looking at you.”
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As the dizzy spell was going
away, [ kind of looked around and
sure enough she was right, people
were looking. All of the people in
their cars in front of the post office,
were unwilling to back out until
they knew who the lady was laying
in the gutter. This caused other
people to have to drive around the
block several times looking for a
place to park so they could get their
mail. Iteven seemed that cars were
piling up at all four intersections
while they were just looking at the
lady who was in a heap, in the gut-
ter.

One man asked if I needed the
ambulance, which Itold him “No,”
butall the time I was telling him no,
I was really thinking “how many
men would it take just to lift my
body out of this gutter?” and [ really
didn’t want to know the answer to
that question. That’s when the
thought of a diet in the near future
even crossed my mind.

Finally someone called my sweet
husband and he came to the rescue
and got me loaded up and took me
to the hospital.

Now instead of stepping off the
curb I tend to use the wheelchair
ramps. Surely I can’t fall off of
them!

GOD SA

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are

heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take

my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for |

am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall
find rest unto your souls.
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10 years ago - 1994

The city has a new police car.
Itisa 1993 Crown Victoria Ford
highway patrol carused by Terry
Rieger, state patrolman.

At the Board of Education
meeting, Shirley Swihart was
hired to fill the position of el-
ementary library aide.

Athletes earning league post-
season football or volleyball
honors include Jenny Cassidy,
Sara Schultz, Andy Poling,
Chris Blanchard, Brad Faylor,
Chad Douthit, Ryan Pittman,
Derek Crabtree, John Raile,
Bill Gabel, Ryan McAtee, Kris
Doyle and Kendall Day.

Many loads of scrap metal
have been crushed and hauled
away as part of a clean-up effort
in Cheyenne County.
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News From the Past

Rory Cahoj, Colby Community
College’s first national champion,
has been named to the National
Junior College Athletes Associa-
tion Wrestling Champions Hall of
Fame in Bismarck, N.D. While
wrestling for St. Francis high
school, Rory was a state champion
at 138 pounds his junior year and
at 145 pounds his senior year.

40 years ago - 1964

County election winners include:
Ena Zimbelman, Clerk of Court;
Bill Wellman, Commissioner, Dis-
trict 2; Ben Andrist, Commissioner,
District 3; Representative 107th
District: Robert Cram.

A special Halloween pageant
was presented at halftime of the
football game by the St. Francis
high school band assisted by the
Junior Girl Scouts of Troop 124.

Thursday, December 9, 2004

Junior Scouts included: Carol
Wolters, Shana Winston, Jan
Schultz, Jeanette Rose, Peggy
Richards, Patricia Passell, Janet
Lippert, Kathy Kramer, Char-
lotte Henderson, Iva Harper,
Kristin Hale, Cindy Frewen,
Claudia Cram, Kristi Cook and
Ruth Canniff.

Karen DeGood is the 1964
winner of the State 4-H Leader-
ship award. She is a member of
the Lawn Ridge 4-H Club.

Eleven seniors played their
last football game for the Indi-
ans. They are Larry Carroll,
Lyle Cook, Dwen DeGood, Ed
Dankenbring, Royce Schield,
Gary Neitzel, Steve Sherlock,
Kenny Caywood, Jim Worley,
Roger Wieck and Cliff Raile.

Cheyenne County Development
Corporation

Carol Redding, Coordinator

I have a dream. . . . oops — that
line’s already been used. Catchy,
though, don’t you think? There can
be more than one dream. Mine goes
something like this: Cheyenne
County becomes a magnet county
for progressive-minded, energetic,
long-term residents who build busi-
nesses, promote education and
health care, and preserve our envi-
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Wesleyan Church
Hwy 36 « 734-2727
Pastor Scott Baker
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 7 p.m.
CJ

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424
502 W. Spencer
Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 9 a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.
(3

Grace Assembly of God
332-2925, Pars. 332-2899
208 E.2nd
Rev. Rob Meyer
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30
Sunday Eve. Service 6 p.m.
CJ
Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002
Pastor Chris Farmer
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

e
Peace Lutheran Church
202 N. College
332-2928 Pars. 332-2308
Pastor David Rossbach
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

ronment. See,Idon’t wantmuch, do
I? Let’s add that everyone loves
theirneighbors and smiles lots. Af-
ter all, it is Christmas time, so let’s
dream big while we’re at it.
Actually, one idea that really
could happen— Cheyenne County
becomes the center of agritourism
training and entrepreneurialism
because we’re so successful. Or that
we become the model of rural com-
munities because we have the high-
est rate of returning young people

First Christian Church
332-2956 * 118 E. Webster
Pastor Tony Christians
Sunday School 9:20 a.m.
Church Service 10:30 a.m.

332-2888 ¢ 3rd & Adams
Pastor Jim Martin
Sabbath School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:45
(3
St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church
625 S. River » 332-2680
Fr. Beryl Gibson
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30
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Living Water Fellowship Ministry

Pastors:

Terry & Tifany Glasco
Downtown Bird City
785-734-2363
Sunday:
Fellowship 9:30 a.m.
Worship & Word 10 a.m.
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday:
Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
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Seventh-Day Adventist Church

This Is The Place .

after they’ve gotten further educa-
tion.

These ideas really can happen.
We’ll need to work together, but we
already have the basics for success
right now.

Let’s talk about your ideas. The
office in the courthouse is open
most mornings 8§ to noon, Monday
through Friday. Or give me a call at
(785)332-3508 or (888) 725-2444.
Tlook forward to visiting with all of
you.

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,
Church 332-2254,
512 S. Scott
Pastor Morita Truman
Early Bird Service 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Cd

First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott » 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor

Sunday School 9:30

Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening
Service 6:30 p.m.,
Wednesday prayer
service, 6:00 p.m.
Wed. AWANA Club

6:30-8:00 p.m.
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St. Francis Community Church
332-3150°216 W. Washington
Pastor: Richard Garcia
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

Last Sunday evening of Month:

Healing Service 7:30 p.m.

St. Francis

7 First
National Bank

Equity

Knodel Funeral
Home

202 S. Benton ¢ St. Francis

Member FDIC
4
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