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Thresher show starts Thursday

By DeAnza Church
The Tri-State Antique Engine and

Thresher Showgrounds are bustling
with activity as preparations con-
tinue for opening day on Wednes-
day, July 27. The steam engines are
being primed for their place in the
spotlight as the tractors psych them-
selves up for the anticipated tractor
pull.

Amidst all the commotion and
routine chores, association mem-
bers take time to remember the
shows of the past and the fond
memories they create.

Delbert Powell, retired associa-
tion member, began working with
show in the mid 1980s after Gerald
Wright invited him to ride with him
to Wichita to attend a steam boiler
safety meeting.

The class lasted a day and a half.
On the way home, Mr. Wright in-

formed Mr. Powell that he was now
a member of the Tri-State Antique
Engine and Thresher Show.

“So, I was kind of tricked into it,”
Mr. Powell said with a laugh.

Mr. Powell remembers the first
year he helped with the show.

A week or 10 days before the
show was to start, he and Mr. Wright
were hydro-testing the steam en-
gines by pumping water into the
boiler, under pressure, to check for
leaks.

As they worked, Mr. Powell de-
cided to crawl into the fire box to
clean it out.

“I got in there, all right,” he said.
“But I couldn’t get turned around to
get out.”

He was stuck in there for about 30
minutes.

“That’s the last time I crawled into
a fire box!” he said.

While checking his mail at the
post office, Hal Antholz didn’t even
have to the think about the most
memorable show moment.

He laughed as he told about the
time Stan Wamhoff had his little 3/
5 scale model of the 16-48 Russell
belted into the Champion separator.
Mr. Wamhoff was threshing when
one of the embers caught a pile of
straw on fire.

Mr. Antholz said the funny story
behind it is that he wanted to get the
steam engine away, but he couldn’t
move it because everyone was be-
hind it taking pictures.

Stan Dorsch, association mem-
ber, said one of the best memories
he has of any show is the way the
steamers spark in the dark. To cre-
ate the effect, sawdust is placed in-
side the steam engine.

By Karen Krien
The sound of the steam engine

whistle on Thursday, July 28, will
mark the start of the 52nd Tri-State
Antique Engine and Thresher Show
in Bird City.

People come from near and far to
attend the four-day event which fea-
tures the ways of the “good ole
days.” Last year, around 4,000
people attended the show which was
a better attendance than year’s past.

Ken Beougher, vice president of
the Association, said more people
were able to attend the show because
the temperatures were a little cooler.

On Tuesday, he said they were
busy getting everything ready for
opening day.

There are 14 buildings on the
grounds along with a place for a
swap meet which generally has a
number of vendors. It’s hard to tell
which building is visited the most
but the Eggers Building generally
has the most going on.

Eggers Building
In the Eggers Building, rooms are

set up to look like they did in the late
1800s and early 1900s. There is a
kitchen, parlor, wash room and a
bedroom. Maynard Wright’s player
piano is on display and sometimes
can be heard playing those delight-
ful tunes. Collections are displayed
and demonstrations can be watched
much of the show.

Phyllis Wingfield, McDonald
will give a craft demonstration on
Saturday morning. Friday afternoon
Dan Busse will tell about archeol-

There are special activities
held during the Thresher
Show.

Thursday
One of the highlight of the

show is the crowning of the
2005 Thresher Queen. She is
a mystery until the noon-day
program on Thursday when
she is recognized in front of
the office building.

Friday
Friday, the new Auto

Queen is crowned and she
will make her rounds during
the parade. This crowning
also takes place during the
noon-day program.

That evening, the CYO
barbecue is held from 5 to 7
p.m. Following the barbecue
is the special entertainment
provided by the Pearce Fam-
ily. This program begins at 7
p.m.

Saturday
Saturday, during the noon-

day program, all former
queens are recognized. If one
is not present, she can be iden-
tified in the Eggers Building
as each queen has a doll which

ogy. On Thursday and Friday, Phil
Crawford will be singing.

During the show, there will be
drawings for gifts at 3:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by the sing-a-long led by
Martin Busse.

Bonnie Burr, committee member,
said there will be a display of favor-
ite family cookbooks and another
display of pictures of the past.

There is the display of antique
vehicles, the caboose, the black-
smith shop, the creamery, the steam
engine building, the quilt and print-
ing press and the antique tractor
museum.

On the grounds
People may tour the sod house,

the country schoolhouse and
church.

Dorthy Mast and Rosemary
Powell are heading up programs and
entertainment for the sod house and
schoolhouse. In the early days, the
sod houses were often referred to as
the “light on the prairie,” as when
someone was lost, they were guided
to help by the light showing from the
sod house.

The ladies will be featuring those
who lived in sod houses each morn-
ing at 11 a.m. in the schoolhouse.
Helene Landenberger will be inter-
viewing the person (portrayed by
Mrs. Mast) who came from the east
and lived in the sod house. That af-
ternoon, there will be more talk of
the past.

On Thursday evening at 7 p.m.,
the old fashioned literary will be
held at the schoolhouse. If someone
has a topic they would like to debate,
it will be put on the agenda. Other-
wise, people will tell stories, recite
poems and sing songs. It is an easy-

Thresher Queen
crowned Thursday

The 2005 Thresher Queen will
be crowned at the Thursday, Aug.
28, during the noon-day program
at the Tri-State Antique Engine
and Thresher Show, Bird City.

The identity of the new queen is
a secret until the crowning takes
place. However, clues to her iden-
tity and a photo when she was
younger might help people guess
who she is. The 2005 queen will
be recognized with the 2004
Thresher Queen, Irene Kehlbeck.

The new queen in last week’s
article became the family nanny
after her mother died. She had al-
ways helped her father with the
outdoor chores and this job con-
tinued along with the indoor
household duties.

The next five years she spent as
a hired girl, working for several
neighboring families. Duties were
to help with cooking for the fam-
ily, threshing crew men, caring for
children and doing laundry. Liv-
ing on the farm and working to-

gether was the way of life back
then.

When asked if she had any hob-
bies in her years as a hired girl, she
told of helping sew and mend
clothing, making quilts and learn-
ing to crochet by watching the
housewives who were willing to
help her learn, since her mother
had died. She said this knowledge
was a great asset to her in her own
family life later on.

There was a young man who
caught the eye of the queen!

During their courtship, they at-
tended ball games, school pro-
grams and dances. He was fortu-
nate to be the owner of a car which
they had a few years after their
marriage.

They moved into a farm house
where they raised their daughters.
Their girls also learned the ropes
of life on the farm.

The queen and her husband
lived on the farm for nearly 40
years before moving to town.

Sound of whistle
marks the start of
the Thresher Show

Daily
events
at show

While living on the farm, the
couple enjoyed playing cards with
family and friends and also at-
tended dances. In due time, their
grandchildren came into their
lives and later, the great-grand-
children. They were and still are
the new queen’s pride and joy!

Everyone is encouraged to be at
the Thresher Show on Thursday to
find out just who is the new queen.
Come early and stay late.... spend
the time enjoying seeing how
things were done in the “good ole
days.”

2005 Thresher Queen

OUT OF STORAGE— Thresher Association vice president, Ken Beougher, uses a tractor to
pull out an antique, McCormick combine. Much of the equipment to be displayed during the
show

was pushed or pulled from storage buildings to the grounds. Helping setup for the 52nd show is
Lee Brown of Denver riding the back of the tractor.                                Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

OLD FRIENDS Maynard Wright (foreground) and Martin Busse gather around the player
piano that Mr. Wright refurbished. It will soon play again at this year’s show. They lead a sing-
a-long each afternoon of the show.                                                                                   Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

Memories of shows shared

See SHARED on Page 8

See EVENTS on Page 8
See SHOW on Page 8
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Wake up Kansas! 

Protecting Kansas children from easy access to 
cigarettes and other tobacco products benefits their 
health and their future. We are engaging tobacco 

retailers as partners in an effort know as, 

“It’s Everybody’s 
Business.” 

 
Cheyenne County Kids Making a Connection 

NWKS Regional Prevention Center 
505 N. Franklin, Suite E    Colby, KS 67701 

(785) 460-8177 

“It’s Everybody’s
Business.”
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Outstanding Indebtedness, January 1
2003 2004 2005

State of Kansas
Special District 2006

L & L Implement Co., Inc.
Yuma, CO         970-848-5482
Wray, CO         970-332-4141

http://www.machinefinder.com

2003 JD 7500 Forage Harvester, Loaded
2003 8420 Auto Trak Ready
Richardson 45’ Mulch Treader, Nice
Haybuster 1000 Tub Grinder, NICE!
1997 JD 9400 4WD, 3 Pt., Triples
1996 JD 8400, 5,000 hrs., Loaded
JD 613 3 Pt. Mower
1995 JD 8300 MFWD
JD 709 7 ft. 3 Pt. Mower
JD 8310 MFWD, 3,000 hrs.
JD 8210 MFWD, Very Nice

CALL
$120,000

CALL
$16,000
$93,000
$75,000

$800
$65,000
$2,250

$93,000
$91,000

ANTIQUES
Ox yoke; Brass harnes & horse collars; Lots of misc. bits, spurs, sleigh

bells, single & double trees; Pack saddle & fly netting; Harness/Saddle re-
pair stand; Leather leg & arm guards; Sev. Model A Model T headlights, u-
joints, coils, wrenches; Hub caps for REO, Buick, Ford, Nash, Oakland, Essex,
Dodge Brothers, Pasco; Radiator caps; Car horn; Peerless & Hexcel radiator
shrouds; Griswold waffle iron; UNA Eclipse stove #3 Zither; Cole 8 light;
Tin pictures, Stereoscope; The Royal Tailors lg. Catalog 1922-23; Sears &
Roebuck catalogs; Country Gentleman catalogs; Horseless Carriage maga-
zines, 1950’s; National Tobacco cutter #2; Misc. tobacco cans (some full);
North American Cutlery Co. razor; J.I. Case T.M. Co. acreage meter; A.J.
Lindemann & Heverson Co. heater; Pittsburg toaster.

B&R Electric & Telephone Co. telephone; 1863 Waterbury Clock Co.
clock; Misc. cigar boxes, wooden boxes; Edison Standard & Columbian
phonographs; Sev. phonograph horns (Thomas Edison, Fireside); Cast iron
tractor seats (Hapgood Plow Co., Buckeye, McCormick Deering); Domestic
vacuum sweepers; Buffalo scale; Ceneva hand fluter; Jacobs Bros. Scale;
Misc. antique wrenches, jacks, air pump; Ice tongs, ice skates; Cream cans,
ammo boxes; Corn-shuck gloves; Ant seeder, corn planter; Army helmets;
Porcelain doorknobs & bath handles; Razor straps; Oil lamps; Sausage stuffer,
peeler & pitter; Ant elec. toaster & waffle iron; Brass torches & lanterns;
Sev. flat irons, coal shovels, shoe lasts; Shoe sizer; Washboards; Fence
stretcher; Wood barrel bungs; JD Plow Co. corn sheller; Pitcher pump; One
cent peanut machine; Cast iron pot; Steam engine oil can; Twin City seed
cleaner; Stove handles; Wood pulleys & planes; Coffee grinder; Wood rakes;
Levels; Ant. cans & jars; Ant. electric motor; Scythes; Wood handled golf
clubs; Much more.

AUCTION
Friday, July 29

9:00 CT

Sellers:
Robert & Laura

Lee Jones
SALE SITE: 424 East Bressler in Bird City, Kansas. Signs will be posted.

Antique & Household

SHOP EQUIPMENT, TOOLS AND RELATED
220 Campbell Hausfeld 60 gal. 7hp air compressor (like new); Craftsman

2hp air compressor; Air bubble; Northern 4-hole sand blaster (4’x4’); Century
battery charger, jumper cables; Packard Precision metal cutting band saw; Walz
Metal Works chop saw; Anvil (stamped) w/wedge;; Century 250 AC/DC 295
HD welder; Dixco 396 engine analyzer; Metal shop bench w/vice; Shop table
on wheels; Bolt bins (full); Little Giant tap & die set; 2-Craftsman tool box on
wheels; Elec. garage door opener; Air Master 3-phase grain dryer; 2-Acetylene
welders; McCulloch chain saw; B&D 3/4” elec. impact wrench; HD elec. air
hammer; Elec. grinder; JD open & box-end wrench set 7/16”-11/4”; 1/2” drive
socket set; Craftsman drill; Craftsman 10” table saw; Double wheel grinder;
Hydraulic drill press; Packard HD drill press; Craftsman 6 gal. shop vac.; 8 ft.
aluminum ladder; Craftsman band saw; Metric wrenches in toolbox; Misc. cres-
cents, easy-outs, vice grips, pliers, end wrenches, sockets, ratchets, chisels,
punches, hammers, pipe wrenches, wheel pullers, screwdrivers, files, impact
driver; allen wrenches, hack saw, Dremel; tool w/access., nail puller, etc.; Halo-
gen shop light on stand; Handi-Kleen parts washer; Cherry picker; 20 gal. pro-
pane bottle; Car jacks; Old Briggs motor; Misc. nuts, bolts, nails, etc.; Shovels
& posthole digger; Hydraulic jack & Avery jack; Misc. shelving; Knipco por-
table heater; Shop creeper; Log chains, chain hoist; Oil cans; Lawn hand sprayers
& lawn spreader; Folding lawn chairs.

1998 Chevy S10, auto, loaded, 42,000 mi. (excellent); 4x6 utility trailer;
John Deere 600 Gator (like new); 1938 Humber w/rebuilt motor and all
parts (needs reassembled). More miscellaneous too numerous to mention.

FURNITURE
Flexsteel sofa & matching loveseat (blue); Charles Schneider sofa (floral);

Hide-a-bed sofa; Sofa tables, end tables, coffee table; 2 Statford chairs; Box
fan on stand, lamp; 2-utility carts; Lazy-E-Boy office chair, reclines (nice);
Calculator; Metal file cabinet; Misc. clocks; Dinning table - 4 chairs; Coat hall
tree; Sev. TVs; 2-metal desks; Trash compactor; Card table.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Bob & Laura Lee are moving and offering some
very nice collectibles and family antiques they have acquired. Everything is
in top condition, clean & well cared for. We plan approximately 4 1/2-5 hours
so be on time.

Lunch will be available on the Thresher Grounds.

TERMS: Cash. Not responsible for accidents or articles after sold. All
announcements day of sale shall take precedence over printed material.

785-426-2049
Rambat Auction

Since 1969

Bird City, KS                                              Benkelman, NE

Royce Rambat, KS State Champion Auctioneer
Darren Dale, Ernie Ketzner, Jace Rambat, Ringmen

If you’re planning a sale, give us a call. We’d be glad to work for you.
http://midwestauction.com/rjones.htm
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resembles her.
The McDonald Lions Club mem-

bers will be providing a barbecue
from 5 to 7 p.m. The evening enter-
tainment will be the antique tractor
pull which begins at 6:30 p.m.

Sunday
Sunday is the “wind-down” day

and those attending the show will be
able to go to worship in the little
country church on the grounds.
There will be two services: one be-
ginning at 9 a.m. and the other at
9:30 a.m. Dr. Tim Beougher, Lou-
isville, Ky., will be preaching.

going program enjoyed by everyone
who attends.

Regular activities
during the show

Each morning, the princess and
queen are introduced and the prin-
cess throws the first bundle of wheat
in the antique thresher machine.
Throughout the morning, there is
corn shelling, Prony brake and
Baker fan testing and a parade of old
machinery and early-day harvest
equipment. At 11:15 a.m., the pyra-
mid stunt is performed with a huge
thresher machine, and the steam
engine and thresher talks are held.

Following lunch, is the kid’s tug-
of-war with the small steam engine.
The parade of antique cars, tractors
and steam engines is enjoyed by all
those finding seats along the side-
lines.

At 2:30 p.m., there is threshing,

Continued from Page 1

Events

“It looks like a candle fountain on
the Fourth of July,” he said.

Mr. Dorsch, as well as everyone
preparing for the show, remembers a
time that isn’t such a fond memory.
The flood.

Approximately 10 years ago, the
skies opened up to deliver 4 inches of
rain in one night, causing water to run
into buildings and flood the
showgrounds.

“It was a miserable time,” said as-
sociation member and Bird City
Mayor Larry Henry. “Combines
were under water. It caused a lot of
havoc.”

But, it wasn’t a curse to the many
children who came the “Bird City
Lake” the following day. Donning
bathing suits, they had fun swimming
and canoeing in the muddy water.

Norm Dorsch recalls the many
times he tried to host an event at the
show but nothing went right for him.

“We would run out of gas,” he said.
“We’d have to stop everything to tow
the thing away. That happens quite
frequently. If you really want some-
thing to work, it won’t start. Then, as
soon as the people leave, it starts right
up.”

While enjoying a cup of coffee
and conversation with friends at
the Bird City Dairy King, Trudy
Voorhies, a life-long Bird City
resident, told about when she used
to work at the Thresher Show

demonstrating candle wicking.
“I used to love hearing Maynard

(Wright) play on the player piano,”
she said. “He used to sit there and play
so beautifully. I really enjoyed that.”

Vivian Seymore told of the times
she carried food and water to the men
at the show when it was still held at
Kite’s farm. She remembers the day
the show moved to town.

“It was so difficult for the women
to carry everything out there. The men
said that they work for us all year, the
least we could do is work for them for
three days,” she said with a laugh.
“That was about the time they decided
to move it to town.”

Whether the show runs smoothly
or with a few snags, most members
and guests accept everything with a
good sense of humor. Although the
getting ready and cleaning up parts of
the show aren’t their favorite jobs,
everyone looks forward to visiting the
folks that come to Bird City every
year.

“They always have lots of stories
to tell,” said Mr. Henry.

“They’ve improved it (the show)
so much,” added Mrs. Seymore.
“They have so many interesting
things. I especially enjoy the quilts.”

After the dust settles on the 2005
show, new memories will join the old,
new friendships will be made and the
preparations will begin for the next
Tri-State Antique Engine and
Thresher Show.

plowing and straw bailing. The saw
mill and shingle mill will be in ac-
tion at 3:15 p.m. The race is on at 4
p.m. with the steam engines line up.
There will also be the stationary en-

gine demonstrations and the antique
auto displays at that time.

Ending the afternoon activities
will thrill many as they will be
treated to a ride on a steam engine.

MOVING DAY! Ann and Bonnie Burr rearrange a sewing machine in the Eggers Building on
Monday.                                                                                                                                       Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

COMING THROUGH! Norman Dorsch, driving the tractor,
pulls an old combine being steered by Larry Fikan. A lot goes

into preparing for the Thresher show.
 Times staff photo by Casey McCormick


