75¢

12 Pages

Thursday, January 12, 2006

Che Saint Srancis Herald

122nd Year, Number 2

Meeting set
forupgrading
911 system

By Karen Krien

The Cheyenne County Commis-
sionersset apublicmeetingfor dis-
cussing thepossibility of Enhanced
911 or another 911 numbering sys-
temwhenthey metonMonday. The
meeting has been scheduled for 7
p.m.onMonday inthecommission-
ers' roominthe courthouse.

A letter will be sent to the city

councilsof both St. FrancisandBird
City, emergency medical techni-
ciang/director, law officers, post
masters, firemen, emergency man-
ager and city supervisors asking
themto attend for input on the sys-
tem, and what it would take (both
cost and additional training) to put
thesystemin. Thepublicisalsoen-

See 911 on Page 6A

Administrator

aSSUMeES

ByKaren Krien

At a Jan. 4 ceremony, Rick
Reeser, St. Francis, was appointed
as the new administrator of the St.
Francis Good Samaritan Village.
Hereplaces Paul Rainbolt who had
served as the administrator since
August 2001.

Administrator Reeser has been
withtheGood Samaritan Society for
27 months and hasbeen the admin-
istrator at the Goodland Good Sa-
maritan Village. The administrator
trained in St. Francisand saysheis
“gladto beback!” Hewill bedivid-
ing histime between thetwo facili-
ties, working 2.5 days in each as
statelaw requires.

Hisdutiesaretofocusthestaff on
giving good resident care (he noted
that the residents are the main con-
cern). He will also be working with
thebudget, overall staffing, building
staff morale and dealing with legal
issuesand state complianceissues.

SeeDUTIES on Page 6A

duties

Administrator Reeser

information.

COYOTECALLING—Kevin Lukens, Arizona, demon-
strated hiscoyotecalling ability. Mr. Lukenswasalsothe
winner of theSportsman of theY ear award at theMidwest
CoyoteCalling Contest held Sunday. See Page8for more
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MIAMORROW wasthir sty and‘washelping her self at thedrinkingfountain duringthe
meeting of mother son Tuesday.

Parade
themeis
decided

By LezieMcCormick

TheCheyenneCounty Fair Board
membersdecided onathemefor the
2006 parade at the Jan. 5 meeting.

Member Clay Zimbelman sug-
gested, “There’s no place like
home,” notingthat thisthemecould
beusedfortheWizard of Ozbutalso
in honor of thetroopsthat are serv-
ing overseas. Therewereanumber
of waysthetheme could beworked
into float themes. The suggested
themewasadopted.

Election of officers

Therewasnotalot changedinthe
2006 board offices. Dick Bursch
will continue to be the president;
John Finley, thevice president.

Nick Ketzner did not want to be
the secretary if there was someone
else that would serve. Mr.
Zimbelman nominated Megan
Douthit asthesecretary and shewas
voted in unanimously. Lacey Reed
will still be the treasurer, however

SeeTHEME on Page 6A

County landfill declared
‘bestmanaged’ In29counties

By Karen Krien

The Cheyenne County Commis-
sioners were informed that the
county landfill had been inspected
and had received agood report.

Road and bridgesupervisor Dave
Flemmingsaidthelandfill hadbeen
inspected and the inspector, who
wasal soanengineer, saidtheChey-
enne County landfill wasoneof the
best operated of the other 29 small
landfills he had inspected. Thein-
spector had made several recom-
mendationsincluding gettingatrac

loader. Heal so suggested gettingan
ironfencewhich could belaid over
thetrashwhichhadcomeinthat day
instead of coveringitwithdirt. This
would save spacein the landfill pit
asitisnow being covered with dirt
daily.

Supervisor Flemmingaskedfora
15-minuteexecutivesessiontodis-
cuss personnel but no decisionwas
made when they came out of ses-
sion. He then announced that road
and bridge secretary Ranae
Pilkington hadresigned asof Jan. 6.

The supervisor will advertise the
open position and will have part-
timehelpinthemeantime.

Supervisor Flemming suggested
that the county start a physicdl fit-
nesswellnessprogram. Nodecision
wasmade.

Regional councilsformed

Mr. Rogers said that “regional
councils’ for Homeland Security
havebeenformedfromthe18north-
west Kansascountiesthat will even-

tually beresponsiblefor distributing
See BEST on Page 6A

School

receives
gift of
money

By Karen Krien

AttheMonday evening meeting,
the St. Francis Board of Education
acceptedagift offertobeusedinthe
athletic department.

Thegift of $620wasfromtheBob
Hankins' Memorial and the only
specification was that it be used in
the athletic department. Mr.
Hankinswasan avid sportsfanand
was awaysthere whenever the In-
dians played in St. Francis anc
sometimes when they were on the
road.

Carl Werner, superintendent, said
the money would be held until ap-
propriate items were needed. He
alsosaidthat morememorial money
could be added.

New calendar

The proposed 2006-2007 school
calendar wasreviewed by theboard.
Thisisthefirst viewing by theboarc
beforeitispresentedtotheteachers
for their input.

Mr. Werner said the calendar i<
similar to this year’s calendar.
School will begin on Aug. 23 anc
end on May 23. The Christmasvar
cation begins on Dec. 22 and ends
on Dec. 29. however, withthe New
Y ear vacation, studentswill not be
back in school until Jan. 3.

Spring break will be held March
12through 16. Easter break isApril
6 through 9. In all, there are 178
school days.

Committeesappointed

The Scholarship Committee anc
M eet-and-Confer Committeemem-
berswere appointed.

ScholarshipCommitteesd ectsse-
niorstoreceivethedifferent scholar-
shipsat graduation. Mr. Werner saic
thesdlectionismadeby the* ranking
system.” Those serving on the com-

Herald staff photo by KarenKrien

mitteewill beBruceFeikertandKelly
Gienger. They replace Sherry Weeks
and BonnieZweygardt.

SeeGIFT on Page 6A

TWI NBROTHERS K adon and Devon check out the|r new twin ssters Whower ethewin-
ner sof the2006 Fir st Baby of the'Y ear in CheyenneCounty. Their parentsDamon and Billie
Rickard makesureeverythingisalright.

New babies have arrived

Cheyenne County’ sfirst baby of
the new year didn’t arrive alone.
Twingirlswerebornto Damonand
BillieRickard of Bird City.

Jazmin Raine, 5 pounds, 8
ounces, 17 3/4-inches long and
Havon Jade, 5 pounds4 ounces, 17
3/4incheslongwereborn Jan. 4 at
St. Luke’ sHospital in Denver.

To welcome home the girls are
bigbrothersKadonand Devonwho
area sofraternal twinsandwill turn
2-years-oldin May.

TheRickardsmovedtoBird City
lastyear whenMr. Rickard became
manager of theFrontier Equity Tire
Shop. TheprizesofferedintheFirst
Baby of theY ear contestwill surely
be put to good use in this busy
household. See Page 6 of thisissue
for alist of sponsoring businesses
and prizes.

Herald staff photos by Melinda Basnett

Jasmin Raineand Havon JadeRickard
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DUTIES

Continued from Page 1A

He considers handling the
Village' spublicrelationsand adver-
tising asan important part of hisdu-
ties. The St. Francisfacility has 45
residentsandasteff of 63. Besidesthe
nursinghome, theVillagealsohas14
independent-living apartments and
managestheHomeHealth Care.

Administrator Reeser’ sgoa sareto
run a sound budget and boost staff
moralealongwithupgradingtheliv-
ing quartersin the older part of the
building.

He plans to maintain the quality
serviceandreputationof theVillage.

Ashebecomesmorefamiliar with
theresidents, staff andcommunity, he
saystherewill be some changesand
growth over time.

Themainfocusisthat of the Good
Samaritan Society’ swhichisto be;
Christ centered; resident centered;
staff centered and community cen-
tered.

Administrator Reeser was born
and raised in Denver. Following
graduationfromhighschool, hewent
ontoearnabachelor’ sinphyscsfrom
Colorado State University, Fort
Coallins, and was certified in educa-
tion. Hereceivedamaster’ sinadmin-
istrationfromtheUniversity of Colo-
rado, Boulder.

He spent 15 yearsin teaching and
15 yearsin administration. During
that time, he was teacher, principal,
superintendent, athletic director and
coach of amost al sports.

He then went on to work seven
yearsinthe TexasPrisonsystemasa
teacher. Hefoundthiswork tobevery
rewarding.

When hemovedto St. Francis, he
was retired but wanted to find some
type of job. When Mr. Rainbolt ap-
proached him with theidea of train-
ing as an administrator, he didn’t
think that waswhat hewanted. How-
ever, around every corner, thejob of
nursing home administrator seemed
to be there. After many prayers and
Godappearedtobeguidinghimtothe
Village, hetook Mr. Rainbolt up on
theoffer.

His training was done in record
time. He passed the exams the first
timeandwithtop scores. Everything
seemed to fall into place, from the

GIFT

Continued from Page 1A

TheM eet-and-Confer Committee
meets with the teacher representa-
tives and administrators where they
talk about theschool calendar, salary
and other concerns. Serving on the
committeewill bePeteRaileand John
Knodée. They replaceGeneDoddand
BruceFeikert.

Inother business

In other business:

* Mr. Werner pointed out that the
natural gas expense for December
was$9,830. Henotedthat it wasgood
that therewerenot many coldmonths
inthe year and, so far, it had been a
relatively mild winter.

*Mr.Werner presentedasummary
of hisautomobileexpensesforthelast
quarter. In 2005, he had traveled
1,297 miles for the school and was
paid $525 mileage.

» Carol Redding, Cheyenne
County Development Corporation
coordinator, hadinformed the board
of afoundationsworkshoptobepre-
sented Jan. 17, 18 and 19 in Colby.
Thefeeis$500.

* Proposed and completed im-
provement projects in the schools
werediscussed. (Seerelated article.)

« Larry Gabel, grade schoal prin-
cipal, toldtheboardthat he, theteach-
ers and students appreciate the new
intercom system as well asthe new
lap top computers.

He said that Ted Busse, physica
education teacher, had pointed out
that the grade school gym could use
somenew wal mats..

Next meeting

Thenext board of education meet-
ingwill beheldat 7:30p.m.onFeb.6
at thehigh school.

training, to being able to go to
Goodland as the nursing home ad-
ministrator, to being offered the po-
sition of running both the Goodland
and St. Francishomes.

However, Administrator Reeseris
quick to acknowledgethat thejob of
running the two facilitieswould be
very difficultifitwerenotforthevery
capablegtaffsinbothnursinghomes.

“Inanorganizationlikethis, team
work is critical because of thewide
variety of servicesandskills” hesaid.

Mr.Reeser andhiswifeL aurahave

four children, ranginginages28to 36.
They a sohavesevengrandchildren.

When he hastime, he enjoysfly
fishing, hunting and bird watching.
His father is a nationally-known
birder.

Administrator Reeser encourages
the people of the community to visit
theVillageanditsresidents. Healso
looksforward to meeting the people
fromBirdCityand St. Francis. While
hehaslivedinthecounty for severa
years, hefed sthat therearetill many
peoplehewouldliketo know.

THEME

Continued from Page 1A
the board voted in Gary Cooper as
pro-temfor thisyear.

Ranch Rodeo

Shawn Blanka was present to
“touchbase”’ onthekid' sranchrodeo
grandstandentertainment. Theboard
had agreed to give her a budget of
$700tostartwith. Mrs. Blankadidnot
think that shewould need that much
asthere would only be stick horses,
bandannasand afew thingslikethat
shewould need to purchase thefirst
year.

The board mentioned that Jeanne
Dunnmay havesomeideasfor differ-
ent events. Mrs. Blanka also asked
what theboard thought about having
acalf scramble and maybe having
twodifferentagegroups. Nodecision
wasmade.

Mrs. Blankawanted to clarify the
cost of renting the fairgrounds for
gymkhanaandNational Barrel Horse
Associationraces. Theboardsaidthat
ruleswerethesameasthreeyearsago:
therewasnochargefor 4-H andyouth
groups, but for the National Barrel
Horse Association races, it would
cost because it was not a non-profit
organization. Mrs. Blanka said that
the barrel race event was non-profit
and that, like gymkhana, the major-
ity of theentrieswent back intoprizes.

ErnieK etzner, boardmember, said
that if theboard was going to charge
for theuseof thearenathat thearena
needed to be in better shape. Mrs.
Blankasaid that by thetimeatractor
isrented and thetimeis spent to get
the arenaready for arace, it wasn't
worth thecost of therent.

Livestock

Tye Faulkender, extension direc-
tor, waspresent to discussthe matter
of kidsentering projectsinmorethan
one county fair. He said there are a
coupleof kids,whoarein4-Hinan-
other county but goto school andare
in the FFA program in Cheyenne
County. They arewanting to partici-
pateat fairsin both counties.

Colorado hasarulethat whether it

911

Continued from Page 1A
couraged to attend.

JaneBrubaker, commissioner, said
she had been approached by postal
personnel aswell asthe public con-
cerning 911 numbering for therural
aress.

The matter was discussed with
Gary Rogers, county emergency
manager, who said that Rawlins
County has arecorded 911 system,
not Enhanced 911, but alsonotedthat
it was rather expensive. The cost of
the equipment could be taken out of
911 funds.

Larry Wilson, St. Francis, was at
themeetingtovoicehisopinion, say-
ing that he thought that the county
should consider puttingin Enhanced
911 equipment. Hiscommentscame
after he had read the articlein The
Herald where Dave Wright, St.
Francis, claimed hewasn't giventhe
respect hedeservedby 911 dispatcher
BenSmull. Mr. Wilsonwentontotell
about another incident where Mr.
Smull had hit Mr. Wright, and from
what he had observed, he was sure
that Mr. Smull had not treated Mr.
Wright with respect.

The commissioners set the public
meeting.

isFFA or 4-H, themember canonly
participateat onecounty fair. Kansas
doesnothavesucharulesotheboard
members voted that kids can only
participatein one county fair.
Inother business

Inother business:

» Membersdiscussedthei mportant
of making sure that the thermostat
was turned down and that the fair
building isleft clean after use.

* Theboard discussed how hard it
has been to get the weeds sprayed at
thefairgrounds. They talkedhowthey
couldgettheweedssprayedwhilethe
weeds are small, but no decisions
weremade.

* The board was informed that
someone had bent over ahydrant at
thefairgrounds. L ockingupthegates
totry andkeep peopleoff thegrounds
was discussed. No decision was
made.

* Red Crossofficialshad asked if
thefair buildingwould beavailable
on Feb. 6 and, if so, would they be
requiredto pay rent? Theboardfelt
that they could waivetherental fee
but that the organization would be
responsiblefor paying the utilities.
President Burschwill contact them.

Next meeting

The board meetsthefirst Thurs-
day of every monthwiththewinter-
timestarting hour being 7 p.m. The
meeting isheld inthe commission-
ers' room at the courthouse. The
publiciswelcometo attend.

BEST

Continued from Page 1A

most of the grant funds which are
now being received by each of the
counties. Mr. Rogers said that next
year, Cheyenne County will prob-
ably receive around $20,000
through Homeland Security but the
followingyears, it will probably be
only $5,000withtherest being sent
totheregional councils.

Mr. Rogersisthe only represen-
tative from Cheyenne County and
heisactually one of two represent-
ing the Emergency Preparedness
Management.

“We have had some pretty nice
grants but we are not going to see
themany more,” Mr. Rogerssaid.

Inother business

In other business:

* Emergency manager Rogers
said the Bird City street signswere
done. (Seerelated article.)

» Thecommissionerssetapublic
meeting at 7 p.m. on Monday, Jan.
23, to discuss Enhanced 911. (See
related article.)

» Thecommissionersreorganized
for 2006 voting Andy Beikmaninas
chairman. (Seerelated article.)

» The commissioners approved
$1,016 in ambulance write offsfor
December.

*Mary Morrow, register of deeds,
was given permission to hire part-
timehelp.

* County-wide cleanup of metal
andironwastabled againuntil more
information wasavailable.

» Abatementswere signed. Kan-
sas Association of Commissioners
dues, $1,132, was approved. The
commissioners agreed not to join
the League of Kansas Municipali-
ties. TheDevelopmental Servicesof
Northwest Kansas agreement was
signed.

Matthew Ellis Berens
celebrated his first birthday
on Thursday, January 5th.
Matthew was the First Baby born in 2005!
Congratulations to his parents
Kevin and Angie; big brother Joshua

in

To JazmiN & HAVON

Jazmin Raine, born at 1:09 p.m. MT and Havon Jade, born at 1:22 p.m.
MT made their first appearance on Wednesday, January 4th at the
Presbyterian/Saint Lukes Hospital in Denver. Congratulations to their
parents Damon & Billie Rickard; and older twin brothers Kadon & Devon.
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Baby Photo
Album or
Picture Frame

ScHuLTZ's LTD.

114 W. Washington = St. Francis
785-332-2833

$25 Gift

cel IuthorlzegAqe t e

Donna S
Gift Palace

World of Enchantment
785-332-3300
212 W. Washington ~ St. Francis

Spinal Adjustment
for Mommy & Baby
plus a tube of Biofreeze

POLING

Chiropractic &
Family Health Center

709 S. Benton ~ St. Francis
785-332-3105

FREE

Full Car Wash!
St. Francis Equity

105 S. River = St. Francis, KS
785-332-2421

$50 Savings

Bond
BANKWEST

OF KANSAS

A
A
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A AN
121 Washington « St. Francise 785-332-3333
Other Locations FDIE

Goodland “ldalia, CO

Colby
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LENDER

Baby Gift

CNWH%S
VoY elue

Hrlp Is Jus‘t Around The Cormer

113 E. Washington ¢ St. Francis
785-332-2411

Baby
Basket

Krien
Pharmacy

105 W. Washington ~ St. Francis
785-332-2177

$50 Savings
Bond

“Where The Employees
Are The Owners”

FDIC

CENDER
Bird City, Colby,
Goodland, Kirk, Oberlin,

Quinter, Sharon Springs
& ST. FRANCIS

MATICRAL BANS
wiw, fub.com

2 Bottles of
Champagne

Burr Retail
Liquor

Hwy. 36 = St. Francis
785-332-3172

FREE

Subscription

to the:
&he Saint Francis Hevald
or TheBird City Times

310 W. Washington « St. Francis
785-332-3162




