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Couple move to Cheyenne County, buy ancester’s home
Editor’s note: Stan and Janet

(Evins) Carmen recently moved
back to Cheyenne County and were
fortunate to have the opportunity to
purchase Mrs. Carmen’s great-
grandfather’s home south of St.
Francis. Mrs. Carmen thinks back
on how it must have been when the
house was new and how her great-
grandmother must have felt moving
in.

Sandpaper in hand, I pause in the
process of refinishing the 90-year-
old pine woodwork upstairs in the
home great-grandfather Fred Wa-
ters built. Questions come to mind
imagining how Great-Grand-
mother Elizabeth felt in 1916 as she

moved her family from the old sod
house to this new two-story, four-
bedroom house on the hill.

“Did she think about the mud-
covered prized Estey organ that
never made music again, victim of
the fury of a Kansas storm that had
collapsed the sod roof and ruined
things inside? Did she think of the
children born in the sod house,
some of them dying in infancy?
Was there a smile on her face as
she walked away from the old
soddie and its memories, carrying
her kitchen things up the steps to
her fine new home?

Grandma Lizzie was loved by
the neighbors because she came to

help in time of need, delivered
babies and cared for the sick.

I feel the gritty sandpaper be-
tween my fingers, and am brought
back to the present job of sanding
the upstairs railings. How did we
come to be here in our great-
grandparents’ old house? I think
about the answer to that question,
as I straighten my back from bend-
ing over the wood.

It was a chance meeting last
summer while we were visiting
family in St. Francis that began
this journey. We had wanted to
see inside a beautiful old house in
town that had been for sale for a
couple of years. One afternoon a

realtor friend just happened to be
behind us in line at Dairy King.
We asked for a tour of the old
house. While walking through the
house together, the realtor asked
us what it  was that we really
wanted. Our half-joking reply
was, “A house in the country with
acreage” She laughed and said,
“You and everybody else!” We
dropped it  at  that,  or so we
thought.

Several weeks after we had re-
turned to Dallas and our jobs, an
e-mail message appeared from the
realtor. “The Roy Waters place is
for sale!”

We read those words on the

screen silently and then read them
again aloud. That is our Great-
Grandpa Waters’ place and memo-
ries began to flood our minds. My
husband and I were very excited.
Here was an opportunity we had
never imagined.

In less than a month we had pur-
chased the old place, making our
decision to return to St. Francis
and revive the 90-year-old house
on the farm Great-Grandfather
Fred had registered as
“Grandview” in 1911. This old
house is located in the Lawn
Ridge Township and, according
to family stories, sits on the high-
est spot in Cheyenne County.

From the north windows, the far
bluffs of the Republican River can
be seen.

The picturesque barn was built
in 1900. The barn doors stand shut
today, but stories are told about
the times when Grandpa Fred and
Grandma Lizzie sat behind those
doors in the buggy with Fred’s fa-
vorite spirited horses snorting im-
patiently, waiting for one of the
boys to open them so they could
burst out and race to town.

Today we reminisce as we clean
the pine railings upstairs and hope
that this old place with so many
memories can be revived for others
to enjoy.

Suicide stats continue to increase
Suicide statistics continue to in-

crease in all areas of the United
States, with the number of suicides
now exceeding homicides. Many
agencies and individuals in north-
west Kansas work and/or live with
people who are depressed and sui-
cidal, and some who complete the
act in spite of the love and support
of family, friends and profession-
als. For many, major mental illness
is a component of the problem; for
others, the stress of daily living or
problems in personal relationships
become more than they are able to
handle.

Several presentations on stress,
depression and suicide are being
planned in northwest Kansas in-
cluding one from 1:30 to 3:30 on
Aug. 29, at the Colby Community
Building.

Karen Schueler, MS, LCPC and
Ken Loos, MS, LMLP, LCP of the
Consultation and Education De-
partment of High Plains Mental
Health Center will be presenting
the stress, depression and suicide
programs in Ness City, Quinter
and Stockton, along with the

Colby meeting. The events are
free and open to any agency, fam-
ily or individual who would like
to understand more about the
signs and symptoms of suicide,
intervention and prevention, as
well as coping with the loss of

someone through suicide.
For more information about this

these events, or to arrange a presen-
tation in your area, contact Ms..
Schueler or Mr. Loos at High Plains
Mental Health Center, Hays office
at (785) 628-2871.

Initation held in July
for Job’s Daughters

Bethel 52 of the International
Order of Job’s Daughters held In-
stallation of Officers at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, July 23.

Cara Hunt was installed as Hon-
ored Queen, Sarah Guthmiller as
Senior Princess and Taylor
Kennedy as Junior Princess. The
Bethel Guardian Council was also
installed.

Associate Grand Guardian,
Howard Morris from Wichita,
Bethany Saylor, Miss Kansas Job’s
Daughter from Baldwin City, and
many other guests were in atten-
dance.

Following installation, a lovely
tea table was hosted by Cara’s fam-
ily.

Fun Facts
• There are 293 ways to make

change for a dollar.
• The first couple to be shown in

bed together on prime time televi-
sion were Fred and Wilma
Flintstone.

• Every day more money is
printed for Monopoly than the US
Treasury.

• The Hawaiian alphabet has 12
letters.

GRADY BRUNK shows his heifer during the beef show during the fair. Complete details
on the placings of all livestock results will appear in the After Fair supplement later.
                                                                                                                                                               Herald staff photo by Casey McCormick

FARM RESTORATION — The former home and barn of Fred Waters, is being restored b
his great-granddaughter, Janet and Stan Carmen.                                              Photo courtesy of Janet Carmen


