Opinion

Freedom of the press
rights may be in danger

“I'see that Bill of Rights Day is December 15th,”
a bored American yawns. “Ho, hum. That Con-
stitution stuffis so dull and tedious thatI’ve never
read it. Besides, no one can take my rights away
from me.”

Anyone who harbors this blasé attitude hasn’t
been paying attention. We U.S. citizens have ar-
gued about, and fought for, some of these precious
rights during this very year.

Freedom of the press is under attack. Journal-
ists have been called “unpatriotic” because they
reported the facts. Some try to bully or discredit
the press by claiming itis too far “right” or too far
“left” when they don’t agree with reports.

While professional journalists try to deal only
in facts, their critics ignore one thing. Even though
members of the press are more unbiased than most
Americans, they have a right to state opinions ...
just as you have a right to sit in the local café and
regale your fellow coffee drinkers with your slant
on the truth.

You probably would fight anyone who tried to
stop you from speaking freely — to cuss the gov-
ernor, or second-guess the coach — justas our free
press fights for its right not to be bullied or cur-
tailed.

Along with freedom of speech and freedom of
the press, we Kansans hear arguments about free-
dom of religion. Right here in our home state, we
argue over the role of religion in our schools; we
debate the teaching of evolution; and some think
that religion should be a part of the curriculum.

Just this year, we have witnessed an attack on
another freedom thatis crucial to our Bill of Rights
— the right to a speedy and public trial. Some
Americans want to water down the writ of habeas
corpus, which protects us from arbitrary impris-
onment, gives us the right to face our accusers and
liberates the illegally detained.

Probably you are hard-pressed to remember
exactly what other rights you have. It’s easy. Go
to your computer and Google “Bill of Rights,”
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then print your own copy and study it.

Or, if you prefer, here are a few highlights: You
have the right to a trial by jury and the right to bear
arms (another of today’s arguments). You are pro-
tected fromunreasonable search and seizure (which
brings to mind warrantless wiretapping), and the Bill
of Rights outlaws excessive bail and fines, along with
cruel and unusual punishment (another hot issue in
the U.S. Congress). You don’t have to incriminate
yourselfinacourtoflaw,and youcan’tbe tried twice
for the same offense.

Say what you think, and write what you wish (as
long as you don’t libel or slander someone), but
at the same time be thankful that our Founding
Fathers were wise enough to guarantee those
privileges in the Bill of Rights.

We should set off fireworks, play patriotic mu-
sic, and dance in the streets to celebrate the ratifi-
cation of our Bill of Rights on December 15,1791.
This event is just as significant as the Fourth of
July, and deserves parades with marching bands.

That probably won’t happen, but at least find a
moment to cherish your freedoms. Then argue
about them if you must, but be extremely careful
about tampering with them. They grew out of the
Magna Carta, which limited the powers of English
kings way back in the year 1215. These protec-
tions have served us well ever since they were
adopted as amendments to the U.S. Constitution.

Most of all, don’t take those rights for granted,
because the world has too many people who would
curtail your freedoms if they could. A British con-
temporary of our Founding Fathers, the British
statesman Edmund Burke penned this warning:
“All that is necessary for the forces of evil to tri-
umph is for enough good men to do nothing.”

—Darrel Miller

Darrel Miller, former owner and publisher of
the Smith County Pioneer, Downs News and
Times, Cawker City Ledger and Lebanon Times,
is a former president of the Kansas Press Asso-
ciation.
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The other day when the wind
blew Ilooked out at my yard and all
[ could see was thistles! I just went
to the basement and spent the day
knowing that my work would be cut
out for me by the next morning.

I love my fence but it makes the
wind do weird things and the trash
seems to justcircle around inside of
it. That night I told Kurt that I was
sure he wasn’t a good enough
farmer to have grown all of them,
some of them had to be coming in
from Wyoming.

The next morning it was kind of
nice and I went outside with my
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gloves on to start burning. I
looked at the yard full, then I
looked behind the fence and as far
as I could see there were thistles.
As I walked to the front of the
house all I could see in the fence
row was more thistles. I just
turned around and went back into
the house. It was safe there and even
the dust on the furniture didn’tlook
like such a big job so I cleaned.

By the next day I started the pro-
cess all over again but just as I got
outside the wind started coming
from the south and within justa few
minutes the thistles were coming
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outof the fence rows and going over
the top of my head heading straight
for the yard again. The yard was so
full that by now they were even go-
ing overthe back fence and the idea
stuck me. I got a pitchfork and I
would just get it full and hold it up
and I justabouthad the yard cleaned
out when I turned around there
stood Kurt watching me.

I tried to tell him that I had just
finished cleaning out the fence row
also, but he knew better.

The day before Thanksgiving it
was finally calm, and since the
house was pretty clean I headed out
for the task in hand.

I'hooked the trailer up to my jeep
and started loading the thistles up.
Eleven trailerloads later I had all of
them hauled off and burnt.

I'knew I was too tired to take a lot
of pride in looking at a yard with no
thistles, but it still was nice that on
Thanksgiving you could see some
grass.

GOD SAYS

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour,
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with dll
mallice: And be ye kind one to another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

Ephesians 4'3'| 32
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By Casey McCormick

Last Saturday I was ata wrestling
tournament when I saw something
that took me back to my younger
days.

I'was taking pictures for the paper
next to the mat, when one of the kids
gothisbell rung. AsIstoodafew feet
away, histwo coaches and the referee
surrounded this poor kid. His eyes
were both rotating but in opposite di-
rections. All three adults were asking
him questions like: “How many fin-
gers do I have up?” “What town are
youin?”“Who was the first president
of the United States?”

Finally his eyes stopped swirling
and he looked at his coach, smiled
and let him know he was okay to
continue.

When I was in high school, there
was a group of us guys who liked to
play sandlot football. We would go
to the Moffat Water Treatment
Plant in west Denver. There were
huge underground tanks that were
covered by the most perfect
grass.The place was paralleled only
by Mile High Stadium.

The field we played on was level
ontwosides. However, the south and
west sidelines dropped off at about a
45 degree angle. The secret was to get
tackled, if you were to be tackled, in
bounds. Otherwise bodies would roll
about 50 feetdown the slope to where
big pine trees grew.

Some junior college football
players came to town and heard
aboutour game. They challenged us
and we made the unwise decision to
play. Needless to say, we were
pretty out-matched.

The college guys were scoring at
will and we couldn’t do a thing on
offense. As we came to the huddle
one of our players said, “I have an
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idea, let’s make McCormick the
quarterback!”

I'wasnot very excited butalways
considered myself a team player. I
took the snap and rolled to my left.
A large lineman stood between me
and guy I was supposed to throw a
short pass to. I changed direction
and ran to the right side and saw
open field.

Running for my life I skirted the
west side line. Then, out of the cor-
ner of my eye I saw this massive
linebacker making a beeline toward
me. When he got there I thought I
could hurdle him as he dove for my
legs. Unfortunately he aimed higher
and caught me at the hips.

By
Casey
McCormick

At once I was airborne, but my
trip was stopped by alarge pine tree.
I don’t know how high up I hit but
itseemed to take forevertoreach the
ground. All I remember is a blur of
tumbling through branches and
smelling pine tar and tasting blood.

When I came to, all of their play-
ers and my guys were standing
around me wondering ifIwasalive.

Back in those days the body
would stay sore for a couple days,
that was how you knew you played
hard. Today the body aches most of
the time. I wonder why?

Reader feels womens’
rights made problems

Letter to the Editor:

Sex-sick America!

The writer notes the following
consequences of 1960s “womens’
lib” in America:

1) Increase in homosexuality,
pedophelia and child abuse.

2) Increase in decline of family
values.

3) Increase in abortionism.

3) Increase in divorce.

5) Increase in births “out of wed-
lock” (now four out of 10).

6) Increase in sex crimes.
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7) Increase in pornography.

8) Increase in television filth.

9) Increase in “movie trash.”

10) Increase in “legalization of
immorality” by U.S. Supreme
Court.

11) Increase of “foul language”
in American society.

What comes next??

Terry Rueb
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