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Gift Cards ¢

Fruit Baskets
Meat & Cheese Trays

Register for the FREE Stocking
to be given away on Dec. 22

Coming Soon — Squishy Soft

Serv

120 E. Washington - St. Francis

785-332-2064

Christmas Tree Safety

* A real tree should not lose green needles when you tap it on

the ground.

* The stand should hold at least 1 gal. of water.
* A 6' tree will use 1 gallon of water every two days.
* Mix a commercial preservative with the water.

* Check the water level every day.

® Secure the tree with wire to keep it from tipping.
* Keep tree away from floor heaters, fire places, or other

heat sources.

* Use only UL-listed lights, and no more than 3 strands linked

together.

* Use miniature lights—which have cool- Z

burning bulbs.

® Turn off the Christmas |ithts when you
sleep, or if you leave your home for very b

ong.

* Clean the tree stand to improve the
tree’s water intake, use one capful of

bleach to a cup of water.
NEVER BURN A REAL
TREE IN THE FIREPLACE.
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St. Francis Equity

St. Francis * 785-332-2113

Haigler - 308-297-3223

P.O Box 545
(800) 295-2113

591010

Ticket Number:

P.O Box 10
(308) 297-3223

Grain Office * (785) 332-2113 <> Feed & Fertilizer ¢ (785) 332-2129
Petroleum & Service Station - (785) 332-2421

Santa’s Favorite
WEB SITES

Browse & Click
from the comfort of your home!

UNLIMITED ACCESS INTERNET

w Tech help Available
w Hookup Same Day as Signup

For more information about the Internet and how to
signup with nwkansas.com, contactus at

nwkansas.com
&he Saint Fron

Hevald

P.O. Box 1050
St. Francis, Kan.
785-332-3162
sfherald@nwkansas.com
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CONGRESSMAN JERRY MORAN was in St. Francis
early Tuesday morning to hear what the people of the First
Congressional District had to say. Topics discussed were the
closing of United States Department of Agricultural offices

in counties, including Cheyenne County, health care, wind
farms, and moving the driver’s license office out of the
county . Mr. Moran talks to Kermit Bear, left, and Roland

Queery, center.

Staffphoto by Karen Krien

Representative informs people
what can happen if offices are moved

Letter to the Editor:

Recently returning from the Kan-
sas Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts convention in Wichita, I feel it
isnecessary forme to share my view-
points and experience on the United
States Department of Agriculture
Service Center office closures. I am
certain itis fair to say that the consen-
susof the producers of ranch and farm
land that were present in Wichita do
not want to see any county Farm Ser-
vice Agency or Natural Resources
Conservation Service offices closed
or merged.

Through Legislative and adminis-
tration research, I have come to find
that some very unorthodox decision
making has been going on. Monies
allocated for conservation practices
and administration has been reallo-
cated toother states thathave notdone
so well. Kansas ranks sixth in the na-
tion for conservation applied to the
ground.

Why on earth would you try to fix
something that isn’t broke?

Isthis whatyou call taking from the
efficient and giving to the less effi-
cient?

Do we notneed more conservation
rather than less?

May of 2004 should answer that for
you. I was taught and led to believe
through time that agriculture was the
backbone of this country — has this
changed? Do other industries not de-
pend on agriculture anymore?

This decision toreallocate conser-
vationdollars was made by aman that
goes by thetitle of Chiefand the name
of Bruce Knight. Since this decision,
the president has decided to promote
Mr. Knight to Under Secretary for
Marketing and Regulatory Programs.

Arlen Lancaster has since then re-
placed him as Chief of Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. Mr.
Lancaster said in arecent meeting in
Salina that 150 miles to the nearest
United States Department of Agricul-
ture service center was of no concern
to him.

How many of you producers would
like todrive 150 milesevery time you
visit the center?

Itisestimated that the average pro-
ducer visits the United States Depart-

ment of Agriculture service center
five times a year. Now, let’s put this
in perspective for the average tax-
payer.

As an Area I representative of the
Kansas Association of Conservation
Districts, there are 18,870 producers
in my 18 county area which extends
from Cheyenne County to Wallace to
Russell to Smith and all in between. I
don’tliketodeal hypothetically how-
ever,if 18,870 of usdrive halfthe dis-
tance of 150 miles then drove home
that would be 14,152,500 miles at the
current Internal Revenue Service
rate, that would come to
$6,297,862.50. (Which, by the way,
is more than the Natural Resources
Conservation Service budget was cut
for2008.)

If this were to happen, along with
these dollars,how many other dollars
would be spent from your current
county in relation to saving miles for
othertrips?Respectfully so, lamsure
that you understand the situation pro-
ducers are in right now.

There are 11 proposed United
States Department of Agriculture ser-
vice center closures and many to fol-
low. Justafew facts to throw into the
dilemma are United States Depart-
mentof Agriculture’sbudgetis $77.7
billion whichisless than 1/2 or 1 per-
cent of the federal budget. Less than
25 percent of that 1/2 of 1 percent of
the federal budget is putinto farm pro-
grams and conservation combines.
More than 50 percent of USDA’s
budget goes tofood and nutrition pro-
grams.

Perhaps the new farmbill should be
renamed the Food and Nutrition Bill.

I'have been told by many legisla-
torsthatitis hard to sell agriculture to
urban legislators before elections. It
looks to me like more than twice of
the money in the farm bill goes to
schools and welfare programs.

Where are all the people on wel-
fare-urban or rural?

In my more recent conversations
with legislators, they have told me
thatthey havereceived afew commu-
nications from producers concerning
this subject matter. Itis very obvious
tomethatif we don’tall getinvolved
with communicating to your legisla-

tors, state and federal, then when the
economy turns sour, you will have
absolutely norighttocomplain when
you have to move to another area for
ajob.

It is a fact that USDA office clo-
sures will create a very large, negative
impact on our communities. Farm
program payments for this area lone
come to over $191 million which
does not include loans, yield in-
creases and conservation practices.

— Ag Talk With Jeanne

Topdressing wheat decisionsBy:
Jeanne Falk, K-State Multi-County
AgronomistQuite a bit of the wheat
in our area is well established and
has good stands. During the winter
and early spring, many producers
topdress their wheat with nitrogen
(nitrogen) and possibly a broadleaf
residual herbicide. According to
Dale Leikam, K-State soil fertility
specialist, it is important for pro-
ducers to properly plan their nitro-
gen fertilization programs in order
to make sure they get the highest
possible net return. The four main
factors involved in this are timing,
source, application method, and
rate.

The mostimportant factor in get-
ting a good return on topdress nitro-
genisusually timing. Itis critical to
get the nitrogen on early enough to
have the maximum potential impact
on yield. While some producers of-
ten wait until spring just prior to joint-
ing, thiscanbetoo late in some years.
For well-drained medium-fine tex-
tured soils that dominate our wheat
acres, the odds of losing much of the
nitrogen thatis topdress applied in the
fall or winteris low since we typically
don’t get enough precipitation over
the winter to cause significant deni-
trification orleaching. Forthese soils,
topdressing can begin anytime now,
and usually the earlier the better.

Onall soils, nitrogen should be ap-
plied early enough that it has time to
move down into the root zone of the
wheat before jointing begins. Sur-
face-applied nitrogen movesinto the
soil withrain and/or snow, and that is

Minimum requirements include:

FUEL TRUCK OPERATOR / CLERK INSPECTOR

Starting wage is $15.28/hour. Earn up to $20.38/hour after completing 60 qualifying months of service.

The UNION PACIFIC FRUIT EXPRESS is currently interested in career minded individuals to fill the position of
Fuel Truck Operator / Clerk Inspector in North Platte, NE.

Qualified applicants will fuel and inspect refrigerated railcars, intermodal equipment. Responsibilities include
customer service to both internal and external clients, prepare reports and other duties as assigned. Applicants
should have a working knowledge of personal computers. A net typing speed (once errors have been deducted)
of 25 wpm is preferred. Work is preformed outdoors regardless of weather conditions, at elevations of more than
12 feet above ground. Requires the ability to climb and perform physical labor on a continuous. Applicants must
pass a medical exam and a comprehensive background investigation. Must possess the ability to obtain a Class
‘B’ CDL with hazmat endorsements within thirty- 30 days of employment.

* Must be a minimum of 18 Years of age.

+ Individuals with felony and/or misdemeanor convictions may not be hired.
+ Must have experience driving medium trucks or similar equipment.

+ Must possess a current valid driver’s license.

If you meet these minimum qualifications, please submit your complete resume to the following agency by no later
than December 11, 2006 to schedule an interview:

North Platte Workforce Development
306 E 6th Street
North Platte, NE 69101
Phone: (308) 535-8320
Fax: (308) 535-8085
Email: noplattewfd@dol.state.ne.us

UNION PACIFIC FRUIT EXPRESS

An Equal Opportunity Employer

AsUSDA offices are closed across
the state, service, population and
money will decline at a progres-
sively negative rate.

I urge all of us, whether we are
directly involved in agriculture or
not, to individually and through
group efforts convey the impor-
tance of county offices as they now

exist within our state.
Jon Starns
KACD ArealRepresentative
Brewster

Jeanne
Falk
Agronomist

unpredictable in Kansas. Therefore,
the best strategy on most soils is to
apply thenitrogen as early as possible
to have the best chance of getting a
rain that will move the nitrogen into
the root zone.

Astemperatures warmin the early
spring, there is a greater likelihood of
getting significant leaf burn from
topdress nitrogen applications. This
leaf burn generally does not reduce
yield prospects if applications are
made before the last, uppermost
leaves are developed. If the leaf burn
occursatavery late stage of growth —
such as flag leaf emergence or boot
stage — significant yield reductions
are possible.

Most topdressing is broadcast ap-
plied. In high-residue situations, this
canresultin some immobilization of
nitrogen, especially where liquid
UAnitrogen is used. If no herbicides
areapplied with the nitrogen, produc-
ers can get some benefit from apply-
ing the nitrogen in a dribble band on
15-18-inch centers. This can help
avoid immobilization and maybe
provide for a little more consistent
Crop response.

The typical sources of nitrogen
used for topdressing wheat are
UAnitrogen solution and dry urea.
nitrogenumerous trials by K-State
over the years have shown that both
are equally effective. In no-till situa-
tions, there may be some slight advan-
tage to applying dry ureasinceitfalls
to the soil surface and may be less af-
fected by immobilization than broad-
cast liquid UAnitrogen, which tends
to get hung up on surface residues.
Dribble (surface band) UAnitrogen
applications would avoid much of
this tie-up on surface crop residues.

Producers should start the season
withacertain nitrogen recommenda-
tion in hand, ideally based on a pro-
file nitrogen soil test done before the
crop is planted and before any nitro-
genhasbeen applied. Itisnotuncom-
mon for many producers to just use
the same nitrogenrate year after year.
This may resultin too much nitrogen
being applied some years, and too
littlein others. Where conditions have
been dry and recent crop yields have
been low, there could well be some
very high levels of residual nitrogen
remaining in the soil, and easily
within theroot zone of wheat. In those
cases, atopdress nitrogen application
may not increase yields at all. The
only way toknow for sureistohave a
profile nitrogen test done. However,
if some nitrogen has already been ap-
plied to the wheatcrop, itistoolate to
use the profile nitrogen soil test since
itisnotreliable in measuring recently
applied nitrogen.



