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Operational
costs force local
budgetstorise

By JAY KELLEY

Colby Free Press
Although mill levies have gone ‘ ‘
down in Thomas County, the chiefrea-
son is not a need for less funding, but We are able to
an increase in valuation, according fget a lot of products

the budget figures for three majo )
county taxing organizations. e wouldn'tbe able to

Thomas County, the City of Colbyg€t otherwise (refer-

and the Colby School System have gfina to arant monev).”
increased their budgets for 2001. The gtog Diana W?/e)land

school system was the only group to
increase their mill levy, from 35.466 to curriculum director
38.708 mills.
Each mill equals $1 on $1,000 dol-
lars worth of property. for vehicles to heat for buildings.
County Clerk Tracey Perkins said Holding costs down is a priority,
the valuation was based on the totatcording to allthree agencies, but they,
value of personal property, real estateay doing business costs more evdry
minerals, utilities and oiland gas in thgear.
county. Some agencies are trying to obta
This year’s total valuation rose fronfunding from non-traditional source$
$63,666,311 to $68,253,874. Perkirig an effort to provide up-to-date se
added the major increase came in redes at less cost.
estate values with oil and gas secondDianaWieland, curriculum directof
and the utility values third in responfor the school system, said her offic
sibility for the increase. brought in over $800,000 this year i
Allthree entities have dealt with ingrants. One of the major areas fq
creased costs in providing benefitgrantsisin continuing education. “We

especially insurance to employeesre able to get a lot of products we ABOVE: The sewer/combination truck was o i
. , - : perational on Wednes-
Thomas County costs increased byouldnitbe able to get otherwise,” she day at the corner of W. 6th St. and Mission as crews vacuumed the

$2&,0(|)0, t?e oo bty $37,000§;§ (;heal\;jér:&eesnei g;?jm?i\?z;teetggaggehs bg ggstorm drains. Standing near the truck was Gary Delzeit, wastewater
School system costs were up ,00g0 P ' lead worker, preparing to use the remote control for the cleaner. Other

School superintendent Kirk Nielsemdded. ; 9 o . ;
said, “Insurance went up lastyear, too, The Thomas County Health Depar{- city employees assisting inthe operationincluded Bill Taylor, Fred Britt,

and it isn't getting any better.” ment takes advantage of grants, but = - = y

In terms of dollars, the school sysheath nurse Kathy Ryan said it isnlt IVI I I d Weathe r WO rkS I n C I t C reWS faVO r'
tem budget increase was the largestalvays free money.
$370,891 and the city’s increase the “You have to provide certain pro

smallest at $91,412. grams and matching money for marly By PATTY DECKER
The county increased their budgef the grants.”
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—

]

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Ron Kogler and Wheat Lippelmann placing the vacuum into the drain.
BELOW: Doug Lewis, also employed with public works, took down one
of many ribbons, lights, and wreaths hung on light poles along Franklin
Avenue on Wednesday afternoon. Taking holiday decorations down
started on Tuesday and will continue as weather permits.

designedtoloosenand suck up mud pn -
Free Press Editor the basins of the storm drains usingla

by $285,304 over 2000.

Colby remained the smallest, increasf that is spread over other counties

ing the budget by less than one percemtell.

The county budget increased by the Carolyn Armstrong, Colby city

greatest percentage, about seven paranager, said the city looks for eve

cent. opportunity to get grant money. Righ
The school system budgetincreasé@w, Armstrong said the only gran

by about four percent. money in use is for runway light im-

Most of the increase in the countprovements at the airport. “We will bg

budget comes from taking over thbidding that out soon,” she said.

landfill, from $74,000 in cost-sharing The lights are necessary notonly for

to $252,000 as the county took overommercial and private aircraft, bu

operation on Jan. 1. medical airplanes to transport ser
Salary costs also took up a big churikusly ill patients rapidly to larger hos

of the budgets, with the largestincreaggtals.

coming fromthe county at $61,000 and “Those planes can’t legally lang

the smallest coming from the city atvithout proper lighting,” said airport

$10,528. The school system came ingtanager Mark Ostmeyer.

$26,000.

was energy Costs. council people are taxpayers also wi

Although the school has locked int@ vested interest in keeping taxgs and lines and clearing debris awag major role in helping with the effort
a price for energy that is half the cudown. There have also been some cgllsmore efficiently. We can also solve Bieker said that crews started taking
rentrate, itis still double what they paidor property tax reform atthe state lev¢l problems quicker and have a bettelown wreaths, lighting and banne

Ryansaid the health departmentgats  The city’s public works depart-vacuum-type cleaner. In addition, thie
Interms of percentage of the budgetyer $50,000 in grant money, butsome ment is taking advantage of thaydraulic cleaning equipment on thg

Local leaders point to the fact thgt
One large increase, cited by Nielsehoard members, commissioner ar|d

AS warmer weather as crews continueguck will do the job of flushing lines
taking down holiday decorationsvhich in turn will reduce problems
and cleaning sewer lines and stormith backups in the main systems.

drains on Wednesday. Citing an example of the powerfu

e

works, said the new sewer/combiuction is such that it can pull a bricjge
nation truck, which was budgetedsome 30’ out of a manhole.
approved, and purchasedin OctoberThe new truck is also scheduled fg
of 2000 at a cost of $150,000, is a fairly aggressive maintenance prge
great asset. gram with sewer drains and lines, ags

“The new truck, along with thecording to Bieker.
camera unit, will help us resolve “We have targeted to cover the ens
problem (sewer) lines and speed ujze town in a couple of years and resjsas
cleaning operations,” he said.  dents can expect to see the truck d

Priorto the upgraded equipmengpproximately 10 days a month (de
Bieker explained that crews woulghending on the rest of the departmen
cleanlines and drains using shovelgorkload and temperatures),” he sai
and buckets. Another job of the public works de

“We can do a much better job novpartment is putting up and taking dowp
h of pulling materials out of drainsdecorations, and again, weather play

—

Gerry Bieker, director of publicvacuum action, Bieker said that th]ifsss

last year. to ease the burden.
The city and county are also affected But for now, some property ownerg

by higher costs in everything from fueire going to feel the pinch. / -

Buffington, Rinehart head county’s emergency medical services

By MAXINE NELSON =
Colby Free Press ('i
s
{ = = | (Cave) and Marion (Lindberg). Theyhat in December. ways liked working with EMS and feltBuffington said the Thomas Cou
] ; trained me to be an EMT. I've been Buffington and his wife Holly havethe community needed this top notcGommissioners have approved
> doing that, working for them in 1997a son Andrew and are expecting aservice,” he said. purchase of a new ambulance wi
and 1998,” he said. other child in July. Rinehart’s wife Ceanne works athe year.

“In 1998, we moved back to south- Rinehartgrew up in Bird City. “Af- Citizens Medical Center, and hasfor28 Buffington and Rinehart will &
eastKansasto be closerto our familie®r | got out of the service | moved tgears. going to Training Officer School, fir
Since 1998 I've been working atolby in 1972. | have lived here most She works in the outpatient clinidevel and second level, as soon ac
southeast Kansas. J. Buffington Neosho Memorial Regional Medicabf my adult life,” he said, “and waswith the specialists from Denver. Theioffered, sometime this summer. U,

“| attended college at Labette Center. trained as a diesel mechanic, workingpn John lives in Denver and is the asempletion, they will go to instruct
County Community College in Pardent, which took me out of school,”he *“ | worked as an EMT on the amfor Cummins Diesel for 18 years, andistant manager of a video chain storeoordinator classes so they cal
sons, majoring in electronics for a yeasgaid. bulance and as an ER tech in the em&elby Implement for five years.”  Their daughter Anne lives in Apachéraining for emergency medical te
and then got into a motor vehicle acci- “Afterthat | attended school off andgency room there,” he said. “I have been an EMT going on 1@unction, Ariz. with her daughtemicians.

e Briefly

Weather: Dry and mild

The National Weather Service sees continuing dry Elglond

maintenance program,” he said. Tuesday and will continue to work o
The sewer/combination truck ighat project throughout the week.

on until I met my wife, and she and | Currently, Buffington is attendingyears, and when this position cam@arolyn. Anne works for an insura
moved to Colby so she could attenplaramedic class in Great Bend tweopen, | thought | would try this and sekilling agency.

.....

cently resigned their positions to pu
sue other opportunities.
Buffington in grew up Altamont in

M. Rinehart

temperatures and precipitation are provided by the NortBemmunity Building, Saturday, Jan. 13, from 2 to 4 p.jJidwest Energy accepting trees
t Research-Extension Center, Colby.) The purpose of the event is the presentation of a check fro

mild weather for the Colby area through the early part Qf . the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Pgrks for_ Rexfor 25 S. Range, after Christmas for recycling. All dec
next week. Tonight, clear, lows in the 20s and north Wingéngles dance planned F“day E)Iayground equipmentimprovement project, officials Sattbns and plastic tree removal bags must be removec
5-15 mph. Friday, sunny, highs in the 50s and west wind§he Colby Singles Group has announced there will bd% welcome all our neighbors in Thomas County t0 Nl a5 hefore they are deposited. The collection |
10-20 mph. Friday night through Monday, continued djance from 8 p.m. to midnight on Friday, Jan. 5, accordiffcelebrate, “ said Kathi Hapke, one of the organizerygf remain open through the first week of January.
lows in the 20s and highs in the upper 40s to around®d)on Birzer, one of the organizers. Jim Barnes, Orledf§ open house.

Wednesday'’s high in Colby was 59 and the low this moMteb., is providing entertainment and all single people and ) _

ing was 26, climbing to 35 by 8 a.m. The soil temperat@lgms are invited. For information, call Birzer at 462-212Grade school site council to meet
at the four-inch depth is averaging 30 degrees. There was . .

no precipitation overnight and none recorded since Dechen house upcoming in Rexford
The records for Jan. 4: 70in 1956 and -24 in 195 (aily

(sed Christmas trees may be left at the Midwest Er

Concert set at high school

: e Dan and Wendy Smith of Kansas City will perform
The Colby Grade School Site Council will meet Moy m. Sunday Jan. 7, at Colby High School. The ev

day at 6:30 p.m., Jan. 8, in the grade school cafeteria. dg¢nsored by Mingo Bible Church. The public is inv

For information, call the church at 785-462-2992.

Everyone is invited to a open house tea at the Rexfpublic is invited. For information, call 465-5100.
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