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Increase Poster peepers Big grant awardec
In taxes ~_ |[toexpandservice
possible | for area children

TOPEKA (AP) — Two years ago, By MAXINE NELSON best practices, expand and enhanc
Gov. Bill Graves told legislators in his i ' - | _ Colby Free Press Scopeand quality of the existing rec
State of the State address that Kans : The Birth to Success Coa“uqnpetwor!( of early childhood care ¢
taxes were too high. Smart Start Northwest Kansas Projecducation services, and are linke

Inthis year's address, Graves all b has been aV\Ilardhe'I((jjr? $2d70'352hgra|?rtg£grs§rable benchmarks and data

- : : improve early childhood care, healti; . _
gﬁlrlgljJ(())lrlgrtsaé)lrng:agﬁges(t:zé%@a adc and education in the 11 counties of By providing professional devels

The contrast didn't go unnoticed. northwest Kansas, according to Sugent to early childhood provide

“The difference between 99 and Evans, Regional Prevention Centeerving children ages 3to 5 in an
now is night and day,” Karl Peterjohn who made the announcementata prwde@argnts As Teachepsograrr
lobbyist for the Kansas Taxpayer conference Tuesday afternoon iAnd engaging the business commt
Network, which opposes taxincrease Colby. . . .|n the care a_n_d education needs °
in state and local government, sa The Kansas Children’s Cabinet igoungest citizens, the project v
Tuesday. Graves endorsed all-day ki awarding $2.75 million of the Mastefmake a difference in children’s de
dergarten programs for the state’s 3( Tobacco _Settlement moneys to sevépmentat atlmelwhen 't matters n
school districts and having the sta community partnerships. ~~ and when there is and opportunit
pay all the extra costs associated wi The grants will be used to initiateprevent rather than to correct pr
special education programs. enhance, or expand services affectif@ms, according to those associ

He outlined a package — withou early childhood care and education iith the organization.
those two items — that would increas Kansas. T The_ proleptwnlserve Llrural co!
education spending by more than $4 According to Evans, the project ,_gles, including Cheyenne, Rawli
million but told legislators it wasn't unique because the goals and missigiecatur, Sherman, Thomas, Sheri
adequate. He said they should conside \t/v_eredset up before the grant was Oﬁ\ﬂl]ace, Logan, Gove, Tregoand ¢

ained. :
SE%&%%?%QEGSS&W togetmoneyfo s Evans said, as director of the North- Smart Start Kansas a framewor

Many legislators saw his comment westKansas Regional Prevention Ceft services for early childhood care
as adeclaration that he would sign a tax ter, she _had known for a long time th&ducation Initiatives. The goal is
increase if legislators sent him one. - prevention of substance abuse shoutdsure that all children enter scf

But many of Graves' fellow Repub AT DECKER/Coby Froa b begin early, instead of concentrating diealthy, ready to learn and in fact
licans say support for a tax increase jn . . ORYTIEETIESS 11 older adolescents_ ar}d adults. succeed.
the Legislature is minimal. Maxine Jones, Luciel Taylor and Frances Roesch, RSVP volunteers, looked over 56 posters today to ‘When she was invited to a commu- Smart Start Kansascuses on loc

“| don’t think the people of the statd decide which ones will be the winners in the Thomas County Conservation District's annual poster con- | nity collaboration group of early_ch|ld—00ntr0|g community planningand c
of Kansas are ready for that,” said Sel test. This year, Lynette Koon, district manager, said entries were lower than in year's past. “Mostyears | hood educators, she found her ideasfboration, and developing a com
Ed Pugh, R-Wamego, who opposds e have had close to 300 poster to judge,” she said. The winners in the contestwill be announced during | right in. hensive approach to reach all Kar
increasing taxes. the annual district meeting, Monday, Feb. 12, at the 4-H building in Colby. The group agreed that more needéhildren ages birth to 5.

to be done to provide early childhood The funding period for the gra
care and education to ensure that &¢gan on Jan. 1, 2001. Grants wil

D urin g board tO ur children enter school healthy, ready t@warded for one year and are expe

()

-

. . . «g=, learnandinfact, do succeed. to be renewable for subsequent ye

A ry m ake S p ItCh for Im p roved wre Stl N g faCI I |1\ Every dota e invest cary i go Renewal appcationswilbesubje
ng to save so much in the |0ng run,avallab”ny of funds and continge

Evans said. upon meeting benchmarks identi

By MAXINE NELSON Ary said it would be possible to exof the living center. paint a mural for the Bedker Building. Members of the Kansas Children¥ithin the community partnershil

Colby Free Press tend the wrestling room to the north The board instructed Ary to bringvitchell will submit some ‘cartoons’ Cabinet believe an investment in chiiwork plan. _

The Colby Community Collegeand put dressing rooms below, witkost estimates on extending the wresfproposed scenes for approval. ltwillren can produce lasting benefits that The Children’s Cabinet plar?slt(_)‘
Board of Trustees toured the swimentrance fromthe north, closing off thding room, and for building a separatke paid for with grant money, not taxwill significantly improve the quality pand the Smart Start Kansas initia
ming pool and wrestling room Mondaygwimming pool access. building. payers’'money, Ary said. Mitchell will of life for Kansans for years to coméen subseqqent years. )
night during their regular meeting. He said the wrestling room needs a In other business: paint the mural on canvas panel8enefits include significantly reduced Kansasis scheduled toreceive:

Dr. Mikel Ary, college president,venting system, and the moisture from ¢ Ary said he was investigating thevhich can be removed if desired. Herime rates; reduced need for speciﬁl”'_On over 25years as its share of
pointed out the need for more space fthre swimming pool keeps it humid andost of a highway sign for recruitmentyill instruct a class with students helpeducation; increased high schodlational settlement with four ma
the wrestlers and said it was a ‘neaencourages the growth of mold anand public relations. He suggestediag with the mural, and paying tuitiongraduation and school achievemef@bacco manufacturers.
miracle’ that the college has producefdingus. The wrestling mats are disirbillboard east of Colby on I-70, which « Rick Groetzinger of the Facultyrates; and better health overall. Smart Start Kansas grants were
championship wrestlers with the facilifected every day to discourage suckould be built with money from theAlliance discussed the proposed The Northwest Kansas Smart Stapwarded to W'Phlta Smart Start; S
ties they have. He credited the dedicgrowth. Hansen Foundation grant, not with taxechange in unit definition. He said th@roject will focus on improving thecess By 6 Coalltlo_n, Lawrence; Sa
tion of coach Steve Lampe. He said another need was for a frggyers’ money. The cost of a 10x38lliance would like to change theyuality of child care and early educa‘?|an_”_'”9 CO_UnC” for Children a

The wrestling room is accessed bgtanding free-weight room and ifoot sign would be $3,700. Cost tagreement to eliminate voting of somon and increasing the availability of amilies; Tri-County Smart Sta
going through the swimming pool arewould be possible to have the wrestlingase sign space was estimated at $1&tHividuals who are not involved withchild care and early education, accoréfansas City; Crawford County Srr

and up the stairs, and is located aboweom with it. He suggested building i200 a month. the college, and to clarify some proving to information provided. Start; and Manhattan Commun
the dressing rooms which the wrestleis the Living Center North parkinglot, +Acontractwas approved with Kensions. The board asked for a written The project is designed around 160undation for Riley County Childre
share with the swimming public. = near the small city water building easteth Mitchell of Washington state tgroposal to studly. programs which reflect research-basé@uth and Families Planning Tear
Poll shows faith in economy slipping as Bush inauguration near:
.

ByWIll | FSTER would be abad idea, while men remalm berly Armstrong, a 25-year-old mother A plurality in the poll, 46 percel
Associated Press Writer aboutevenly split, according to the AP, ‘ of two from Louisville, Ky. “l get that said they felt the country is on 1
WASHINGTON (AP) — Just as thesurvey conducted by ICR of Media, Pa. ) o feeling from the news reports, fromvrong track, while 41 percent said
Bush administration prepares to take “No way, things are too shaky,” said It looks like my fam||y finances are go- technology stocks going down.”  headed in the right direction. Late

charge, anxiety is on the rise amorigelores Sapeta, a 72-year-old retir ; ; Entering this uncertain economigear, the situation was about rever
Americans about the state of thefirom Middletown, in north-central‘iﬁg to be worse in ayear. | get that feelmg climate will be Bush, who has caug:/ Republicans felt the country w
nation’s economy, an Associated Pre€&lifornia. from technology stocks going down.” tioned several times that he’s seaoing in the right direction by a Z
poll suggests. _ N might have been willing to inves_t Kimberly Armstrong, mother signs of economic trouble on the horimargin, Democrats felt at least
Their faith has waned that their owit maybe a year or two ago,” said . . zon. strongly thatitwas on the wrong tre
finances will be better in ayear’s tim€harles Odom, a 32-year-old paint in Louisville, Ky.  as he prepares for the presidenc@nly 38 percent of independents
and that investing large sums in theontractor from North Wilkesboro in just over half in this poll, 52 percentthe country was headed in the righ
stock market is a good idea. western North Carolina. “Now the said they approve of the way he’s hamection, with 47 percent saying it v
—Only a third of Americans expecimarket goes up, then it drops right bagkeagan in 1980. nervousness have been mounting: dling the transition, while about a thirdpn the wrong track.
their family finances to be better in @own.” The confidence shown in Bush’s —Retailers justannounced they ha@il percent, said they do not approve.That public response can refl
year, said the AP Poll. Last spring more Just over two in 10 Americans havebility to handle the economy closelheir weakest holiday salesin a decadehat’s slightly lower than the two-varying concerns, from anxiety ab
than half felt that way. alot of confidence in Bush’s ability tofollows partisan lines. Just over halfthe —Worries about future job growththirds of Americans who approved ofhe country’s economic health,
—NMore than half say if they had aleal with the economy, the poll indiRepublicans said they have a lot gind the economy pushed consumeBresident-elect Clinton’s transition atroubles overseas to the moral di
thousand dollars, itwould be a bad idezated, while just over four in 10 haveonfidence in Bush on the economygonfidence in December to its lowesd similar point eight years ago. tion of the country.
to put it in the stock market. some confidence and almostthree in 4¢hile almost half the Democrats hatevel in two years. “In the sense that he seems to beArmstrong, the Louisville mothef
A strong majority said in a poll lasthave no real confidence. none. —The Federal Reserve unexpecpicking people, with a couple of excepawvo, said having young children inf
spring that they would invest the That's similar to the public’s confi-  Just under a fourth of independenggly lowered a key interest rate thidons, who are qualified to take thences her concern that the count
money in stocks, and the numbetence in President-elect Clinton eighfaid they have a lot of confidence, haffionth. Cabinet positions, | think he’s doing aot on track.
dropped progressively through thgears ago. The number with no confsaid they have some confidence and arhose developments have not goriairly good job in the transition,” said “Things are definitely headed in
year. dence in Bush on the economy if®urth said they have no confidence innnoticed by the public. Cliff Reynolds, a 53-year-old highwrong direction, morally speakin
By a57-39 margin, women now feeslightly higher than the one in eighBush to handle the economy. “Itlooks like my family finances areschool science teacher from Parkeshe said. “Things are just out of ¢
that investing the money in stockwho feltthat way about President-elect Economic reports that could causgoing to be worse inayear,” said Kim€olo., just southeast of Denver. trol.”

Weather: Continued mild a.m. The soil temperature at the four-inch depth is aver@pen house Saturday in Rexford dance, and elec_:tion of new fair boarq officers will
There could be some precipitation coming our way ;grgev\%gen% orecipitation during the past 24 hours Everyone is invited to a open house tea at the RexfBlF€: The meeting is open to the public.

Saturday, but otherwise the National Weather Services se it : S E‘El?mmunity Building, Saturday, Jan. 13, from 2 to 4 p.

generally dry and mild temperatures for the Colby ar ggords for Jan. :(LjO. 73.'”.19.28 and -10 |_r(1jlg(%&ehdally he purpose ofthe eventis the presentation ofacheckflsmuare dance lessons offered _

Tonight, partly cloudy, lows in the mid-20s and west winia"Peratures an precrl]pltatlon are pérow € c 3{; e NoriiYe Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks for Rexford’s he Golden Buckle Square Dance Club of Colby |

5-15 mph, turning to the northwest. Thursday, mostiFst Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) 5y around equipmentimprovement project, officials saf@fing beginning square dance lessons if there is an

sunny, highs 50-55 and northwest winds 5-15 mph, tuér& . “We welcome all our neighbors in Thomas County to hépt in the community, sources said. For information

ing to the west. Thursday night and Friday, clear, lows 30/€llness Fair planned Saturday us celebrate, “ said Kathi Hapke, one of the organizer§Gt5) 462-2958 or (785) 462-7996.

25 and highs right around the 50-degree mark. Saturdayhe Wellness Fair Committee is reminding everyoneth@ open house. ) )

chance for precipitation, rain or snow, depending on theke plans to attend the event, Saturday, from9 a.m. to 1 ) Kick the habit

temperatures, with lows in the middle 20s and the highgim., at the Colby Community College Student Union. Fraiir board meeting Thursday A support group to help people who want to quit L

the lower 40s. Sunday and Monday, dry, lows in the 20s addition to many of the familiar annual events, new test§he Thomas County Free Fair Board will meet at 8 pambacco will meet today from 7-8 p.m. in the cafetel

highs 35-40. Tuesday's high in Colby was 55 and the owame programs have been added, sources said. For infoffRgrsday, at the 4-H Building, to make plans for the 20C1izens Medical Center, 100 E. College Dr. For infol
night low this morning was 13, climbing rapidly to 32 bytfbn, call Jeanene Brown, committee member, 462-48%8 The county commissioners are expected to be in attem, call 462-8152.
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