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Senate gears up for scho
finance debate this week

By JOHN MILBURN in sales tax money currently used te- a little something to satisfy every
Associated Press Writer finance the 10-year, $13.6 billion comene.

TOPEKA (AP)— Debate on schooprehensive transportation program. A bipartisan plan will be trotted ouf
finance will remain largely behind the Graves plans to travel the state thidonday focusing on “Skills for Suc-
scenes this week as senators step baaek, pleading the case for his plan t®ss” for kindergarten through grad
to digest the latest education propossditorial writers and broadcasters. Hiree. It is the product of a working
als and assess support for them.  said Friday that he has an obligatiogyoup assembled by House Spealeir

While there is plenty for legislatorsespecially as a Republican governor, tent Glasscock, R-Manhattan.
to like, there is an equal amount to digxplain why he wants to raise addi- The two-year planwould cost $29.44
like. Chief among the things to dislikeional revenue after six years of pushmillion, with some of the money comy ==
is raising taxes to raise more money famg tax cuts. ing from the state’s share of the na-f
elementary and secondary schools. “Overthe lastsix years, we probablfional tobacco settlement, therestcom-|. =

A growing number of legislators ardnave not been overfunding educationifig from the state general fund. ;
quick to point out what Senate MajorGraves said. “We just need to catch upHouse Minority Leader Jim Garnef
ity Leader Lana Oleen already recogr bit, and that's what this effort is alkaid $7.5 million would be spent th
nizes as the looming problem: a holabout.” first year to expand the program fg
in the 2002 budget. Oleen and three other senators on theor 4-year-olds.

Thathole is being created by slowerducation committee have floated a Also, during the plan’s first year
than expected revenue growth throughree-year package that, among otheducators would determine where st
February. As of Feb. 28, the state’s reproposals, raises the base state aid pents are academically. In the seco
enue collections were nearly $50 milpupil by $90 each year. It is financeglear, the state would spend $21.9 m
lion short of expectations. by raising the sales tax 0.2 percentagien on interventions to raise studer

Unless the numbers rebound, Olegivints each year, taking the rate to 5&hievement in the first three grades.
said, any increase in education spenpercent. “Itis along-overdue needed reforn
ing is in doubt. Oleen said the increases in the finat education,” said Garner, D

“The realization is thatthe money iswo years may not be needed if th@offeyville.
not there to fund the governor’s plafPresident Bush’s administration fol- Senate Minority Leader Anthony
and the budget,” said Oleen, R-Marews through on promises to increadéensley, D-Topeka, called the Hous
hattan, a member of the Senate Edudaderal funding. That would free statplan “a good exercise” that focuses g
tion Committee. dollars for teacher salaries or increasticcess in the early grades.

Last week, Gov. Bill Graves pro-ing base state aid. He said any finance package pass
posed a $112 million plan to raise the A House school finance plan idy the Senate has to recognize th
base state aid per pupil $110, fromimple, following Graves’ 2001 bud-early intervention issues have to 4 .
$3,820t0 $3,930, increase special edget recommendation to the letter, adaddressed. ' .
cation funding and set aside $34 milng $68 million new dollars and rais- Oleen said it will be crucial for any i ' : i
lion in incentives for excellence. ing the base state aid per pupil by $58¢hool finance plan to hold together the e - =

The plan would be financed by rais$3,820. coalition that supports a significanft |*. =
ing the salestaxfrom 4.9 percentto 5.1What will emerge remains to bespending increases. Senators — ahd ;
percent and increasing motor fuelseen. Oleen said there are enough dpe governor — must do their homg-
taxes 2 cents a gallon. tions circulating the Statehouse thatork and let their constituents knoy - -

The fuels tax would free $36 millionwhat develops may be a cafeteria plavhat is at stake, she said. PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

. . . . . Sandy Swob, director of the Household Hazardous Waste Site, was bulking old paints today and prepar-
ing for the collection from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday, March 31, at 190 W. 4th St. Thomas Countians
De ral | I I I e nt I nveStI g atl O n CO ntl n u eS interested in recycled paint can call Swob at 462-4525.

NODAWAY, lowa (AP) — Investi- y|a of Laramie, Wyo., who suffered aation from melting snow was a factof. : :
gators are trying to determine if shaproken hip. “I don't remember any- “Something appears to have begn SDrInq Cleanlng
tered rails found amid 3,000 feet ofhing after that.” wrong back in the train between the l
torn-up roadbed and twisted passengerrhe National Transportation Safetjnterface of the wheels and the rail + - -
cars may have caused the Amtrak craglyard has requested records from tisemething — we still haven't deter F re e CO e Ctl O n a n e arl n (
that killed one person and injured 98yrlington Northern & Santa Fe Railmined that,” Turpin said. by

It

others. The California Zephyr's engirpad, which owns and maintains the Passenger Joseph Conn of Hob

D

neer told investigators he was operaack, on the number and weight dhd., said he got off the train and found By PATTY DECKER “This is a free service to Thoma®fitems that can or cannot be take
ing the train at 52 mph, well below therains that pass through the area.  one of the front cars overturned ard Free Press Editor County households only,” she saidswob said people can either call h
posted limit of 79 mph, on a straight That stretch of track is visually in-another dangling from a 20-foot-high  Spring is just around the corner—No business wastes can be acceptedy’get a list from the county clerk’s
stretch of track in southwest lowapected three times a week, and is esmbankment. Tuesday, infact— and accordingto Some of the items that can beffice.

when he felta tug late Saturday.  amined monthly with an ultrasound He described “shredded ties, shrefl- Sandy Swob, director of the Housebrought to the collection site include In addition, used motor oil shoul

“He applied the brakes with an emegevice that can discover internal deded rails, torn up ballast on the roag- hold Hazardous Waste facility irbatteries, photo chemicals, herbicidee taken to the Thomas County lan
gency application and broughtthe traifacts called transverse fissures. Thveay, just a torn-up mess.” _ Colby, it's a good time to clean oukerosene, pool chemicals, anti-freezéll for recycling, she said.
to astop. However, at the same time tfigsures can occur when the steel in rail About 3,000 feet of track was rippefl those old paints, cleaning productsdhesives, brake fluid, disinfectants, Swob recommended that whel

train was derailing behind him,” feds forged, Turpin said. up, Turpin said. The line was reopengd and other items that have been storessecticides, gasoline, paints, solventsansporting items for collection
eral crashinvestigator Ted Turpintold |t starts outas a small, little nucleuso train traffic early Monday, said Bur{ away all winter — but don’t throwrat and mouse poisons and art/cratsidents should check all contaif

reporters Sunday. The derailmemind then it opens and starts to bredington Northern road master Boly them in the trash. products. ers and make sure the lids are on tig
spread a zigzagging trail of silver-colinside the rail,” he said. “You'd nevedansen. Jim Anderson, who lives le$s  “Thomas County offers a safe dis- There are items that will not be acand ifthe label is coming off, to tap

ored cars along amuddy embankmeree it from the outside.” ~ than amile from the site, said he was posal alternative through the houseepted, she explained, and some ibback on. Other suggestions, sf
The train was traveling from Chi- - He said investigators found pieces @fi bed when the derailment startied him hold hazardous waste facility,” shéhose include empty containers, explarentioned, were to leave products

cago to Emeryville, Calif., with 210proken rail, but hadn't determined iind his dog. said today. sives, radioactive waste, medicaheir original containers when pos

people aboard when passengers Weg steel fractured before or during the *I thought my furnace blowed up. | The collection day is planned fowaste, compressed gas cylinders, asible and haul items in the car trun

slammed into the sides of their cargerailment. Broken rails will undergcheard a bunch of grinding and thein Saturday, March 31, beginning at gnunition, smoke alarms, heavy metat truck bed only.

shortly before midnight. __laboratory tests, he said. boom,” he said. “That dog of ming¢ a.m. and will continue until 2 p.m. abr asbestos. For questions, call Swob at 462

It just shook and shook again, and |nvestigators will also look at thgumped out of bed and started grow}- the site, 190 W. 4th St.. For a complete and detailed listing525.
everybody screamed,” said Shahedgability of the bed and whether sating at the window.”

Landowners in Indiana take part in wildlife habitat program

SULLIVAN, Ind. (AP) — Three life Habitat Incentives Program, alsment habitats was his main reason for“Without it, it would have beencated projects, such as wetlands, dencing to exclude livestock frc
years ago, when Jeff Abrams lookekinown as WHIP. Administeredswitching from farming to conservatough to do because of the expensayiore expensive, he said. The consestreams, wetlands, woodlands
out the windows of his rural Sullivarthrough the U.S. Department of Agrition, he said. he said. The program covered 75 peration service has set aside $225,00ther wildlife habitats; wildlife wate
County home, he saw unused farntulture’s Natural Resources Conserva- The primary goal of WHIP is to helpcent of the costs, which include plarthis year for funding. ing ponds; wetland creation, enhar
land. tion Service, it provides planning antdoost animals whose numbers are deing and planting. “It's just the average Joe out therment or restoration; and in-stream

Now he can see three acres of prdisnding toward the establishment of elining, including those that are rare, “They pretty well set up the wholewho wants to do good things for wildhabitat improvements.
rie grass and wildflowers filled withpermanent wildlife habitat. threatened or endangered, accordingttong for you. All you have to do is gdife but isn’t a farmer,” Stonebraker With the help of Stonebraker, K
songbirds, deer and an occasional wild Abrams was so pleased with the réhe Indiana Natural Resources Consday the plan,” Abrams said. “It's a prettysaid in describing the typical particiOwings of nearby Shelburn plan:
turkey. sults on his land in southwestern Indiration Service. simple program.” pant. begin a permanentwildlife habitat t

“I'm really pleased with the way itana and his role in it that he began Abrams said changing unused farm- The cost starts around $150 per acreProjects that may be funded througépring. The projectincludes wildflo
turned out,” he said. “The wildlife’sworking for the conservation servicéand into wildlife habitat takes pafor simple projects, said RogekWHIP include: permanent wildlifeers and a cloverring around eight a
really benefited from it.” this year reclaiming land. Seeing howence, as well as time and monegtonebraker, a district biologist for théabitats, such as grassland or bottomfpasture land that will act as fire

Abrams took advantage of the Wildmuch wildlife benefits from perma-which is where the program helps. conservation service. More complitand hardwood tree establishmentsgrs, she said.

Weather: Looking good lesson on the basics of selecting a nursing home on Tpesintendent Kirk Nielsen and Mike Woofer of Woofter The purpose of the event, said Roni Dietz, one ¢

The snowy weekend forecast last Friday didn'’t mateq y from 10-11 a.m. in th_e T_homas County Offi_ce Con@onstructio_n. In addition,_th_e board will co_nsider approm’ga_nizer_s, isto h_elp rais_e money for Sharon Vap, pal
alize, and the outlook through Wednesday of this w gX meeting room. SheW|IId|scu§svyhatto conslderwrm.frlhe.old high school building on the national registerfessional in special services, who has had a recurrd
Iooks' pretty good. Here goes: Tonight, partly cloudy;, lo king; what to look for when signing a nursing hontéstoric places. - lymphomic cancer and faces_ more cher_nqtherapy
in the 30s and southwest winds 5-15 ﬁwph. Tuesday’ P tract; whathappenswhenthe reS|dent's money runs o@prsonnel ma_tters_wnl include employment recommestem cell t_ransplant. The auctlon/supper is in conjur
sunny, highs 60-65 and northwest winds 10-20 mph', tUPHIsing home care costs; and the legal rights a residentlagisns and resignations. For a copy of the agenda or infdth the winter awards ceremony and will be followe

ing to the northeast. Tuesday night, cloudy, lows in the 3\(ygile in a nursing home. This is a free lesson. mation, call 465-5000. All school board meetings are oeworker auction featuring the senior class. Everyc
. y ' ' to the public. invited to attend all events that evening.

Wednesday, cloudy, rain a possibility and highs 55-60. .
Colby’s weekend temperatures: highs, 43 Friday, 43 9§dvanced ballots available

urday and 42 Sunday: lows, 23 Saturday, 27 Sunday amkbvanced ballots for the Tuesday, April 3 general eldcOrensics training Thursday Site council meets next week
25 this morning. There was 0.02 inches of precipitation otien will be available for voters on Tuesday, March 20, saidPersons who agreed to participate as judges in the Coll@jhe Colby Grade School Site Council will hold its re
the weekend, bringing the month’s total to date to 0.Prhicey Perkins, Thomas County Clerk. Advanced ballétgyh School forensics tournament will meet at 7 p.ntar meeting at 6:30 p.m., Monday, March 26 in the ce
inches. Snowfall for the month remains at 2.9 inches. Tted to be returned on or before 7 p.m., April 3. Thursday, in the teacher’s lounge for a training sessioa. Everyone s invited to attend. For information, call
records for March 19: 90in 1921 and -3 in 19&3e daily Volunteers can call 465-5300 for information. 5100.
temperatures, precipitation and records are provided by 8chool board meeting tonig ht
Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Center, Colby.) The Colby Board of Education will meet at 7 p.m., tE_undraBer p|anned Tuesday C0||ege board meetmg today

. day, in the board room of the administration building, 210A silent auction and soup supper fundraisier is planned@he Colby Community College Board of Trustees
Nursing home lesson set S. Range. In addition to regular reports from principais; 5 p.m., Tuesday, in the Colby High School commomeet today at 5 p.m. in Thomas Hall administration b

Mila Bandel, Cheyenne County Agent, will presentdiscussions will continue on a building proposal with Sarea. ing. The meeting is open to the public.
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