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College pool roof decision Is put on holc

By MAXINE NELSON lowing: $31,907 for a Durolast white, mechanfrecommendations several years ago about wtaaler in Wichita or Colorado Springs, Col@as far up as the top of the door frames.
Colby Free Press cally fastened system with a 15-year warrakind of roofs would be best for the college, réde brought brochures on two buses, one fGavanaugh, the architect forthe Bedker B
Dr. Mikel Ary, Colby Community College tee; $27,809 for a one-ply white modifie@lacing the tar and gravel roofs in place at tH%7,000 and one for $87,000. The board askad, had recommended the wallpaper. Ary
president, brought bid proposals for aroof oveingle ply, fully adhered roof with a 10-yeatime. He recommended the Genflex rubblim to try to have one of the buses brought ahe cost would be $5,600 for the material
the college swimming pool to the Mondawarrantee; and $31,907 for a Genflex Blackof. The board postponed a decision, and willr a meeting in May before they make a dediwould prolong the beautify and usefulnef
meeting of the college’s board of trustees. TR®?DM rubber roof, fully adhered with a 10ivite a roofer to meet with them at the nesfon. the building.
roof needs to be replaced, he said, and thenybar warrantee. Murrays Roofing of Colby bicheeting. * Ary said the walls in the Bedker Memorial He said there had been some flooding i
ceiling above the swimming pool painted. The§33,450 for a 1/2-inch ISO board over the ex-In other business: Complex are being scuffed by students leagrea around the Bedker Building during Fr
hope to have everything done before schasting roof, then duro-last membrane with a 15-¢ The board again considered purchase dhg against them with backpacks. He broughight’s storm. Water from the field sol
starts in August. year limited warrantee. bus. Ary said the “Cadillac of buses” are buiét swatch book of industrial strength Hercules
Roofmasters Co., Inc. of Colby bid the fol- Ary said the architect, Glen Strait, had madie Salina, but have to be purchased fromwallpaper which could be applied to the walSee “COLLEGE,” Page 4

‘It won'’t be long’

Chinato release Americans

BEIJING (AP) — China said todayused the words “very sorry.” The letreconnaissance plane. U.S. officia
it would release the 24 detained creter appeared to be a complex linguiste operating under the assumptid
members ofaU.S. spy plane it has helit compromise worked out duringhat the Chinese have stripped th
for 11 days, butindicated it would holdlays of arduous negotiations to satisfylane of sophisticated surveillanc
the plane pending further talks. Th€hina’s demand for a formal apologgquipment.
end to the dramatic superpower stalesile also accommodating Bush’s re- “My government understands an
mate came after President Bush sefisal to offer one for what his governexpects that our air crew will be pef
China a letter saying the United Statesent believed to be an accident.  mitted to depart China as soon as pQgs-
is “very sorry” for the plane’s unautho- Sun, the Foreign Ministry spokessible,” the letter delivered by Pruehs
rized landing and the death of a Chiman, quoted from the letter using thgaid.
nese pilot. Chinese term for “deep regret” — sei In his televised statement, Tan

Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan saig¢hang bao gian. But a copy of the Chitrged Washington to cooperate in s¢
the crew would be released “on husese-language letter released by tHiang the dispute and to do nothing th

l..

Take your pick

propriate travel procedures” weréng instead that Bush expressed “exwo governments.
completed. In Washington, Whitdraordinary sympathy” — sei chang “China puts great importance on it
House spokesman Ari Fleischer saidan xi— to the Chinese people and threlations with the United States,” Tan
the two countries were working oufamily of the missing pilot. said. -
details. “Please convey to the Chinese In the hours before the announcg- | g t

“ltwon’t be long,” Chinese Foreignpeople and to the family of pilot Wangnent, China had appeared to be ready L ; b

Ministry spokesman Sun Yuxi saidWei that we are very sorry for theiing its public — whose outrage ha s i
“The procedures are already unddoss,” said the letter, which was rebeen whipped up by increasingly shrill _mf_, I
way.” He added that “the Chinese sideased by the White House. China hasiti-U.S. comments in state media ﬁ-'ﬁj\ £y W= |
has all rights to conduct compreheraccused the U.S. pilot of illegally enfor ending the standoff. State televisign h'!": 11

sive investigation into the foreign retering Chinese territory by making theeported a statement by Secretary f - i ":J.."}. ¥
connaissance plane.” emergency landing without obtainingtate Colin Powell saying Washingtop 1 il A
The crew of the high-tech EP-3Bpermission in advance, and the letteras “sorry” that the spy plane entergd '!Ej i .E'.'é' Fga :ﬁ il

U.S. Navy surveillance plane has beeyoes on to say Washington is “vergZhinese airspace without permissign
held on Hainan since April 1. The plansorry the entering of China’s airspace make an emergency landing after tihe ) ] Y K.ELLEY/COIby Free Press
made an emergency landing there aind the landing did not have verbaiollision. And a Chinese admiral wap They are all correct, despite the message they appear to be sending. The larger signs on the left of the
ter an in-flight collision with a Chineseclearance.” quoted as warning that the nation might picture show, by arrow, that you get to Goodland by turning right, while the smaller sign — a detour sign
fighter jet. The Chinese pilot is miss- The American letter expressed aghave to accept the death of the missipng— 0On the right side of the picture shows, by arrow, that Goodland is straight ahead. The detour signs
ing and presumed dead. preciation for “China’s efforts to see tgilot. Experts had said a key conditiop @long Range Avenue are made necessary due to the reconstruction of K-27 north of Goodland to U.S.
China had demanded an apologthe well-being” of the crew. for winning the release of the crey 36. That stretch of highway will be closed until late October or early November. Many residents in that
The letter, U.S. Ambassador JosephThe letter also sets up an April 18ould be an announcement on the fgtearea are bypassing the official state detour, which runs through Colby, and opting for country roads to
Prueher delivered yesterday afternosneeting, whose agenda will includef the pilot whose F-8 collided withf reach their destinations.
to the Chinese Foreign Ministry, twicearrangements for release of the EP-3Eeir EP-3E surveillance plane.

First National buys Commercial Federal Bank in Colby, Oberlin

By PATTY DECKER hands, he said. eral branches, including the Colby lo- There should be no disruptions
Free Press Editor ‘ ‘ In addition, McCants said he hagation. service during the changeov

Commercial Federal Banksin Colby been talking with several parties onthe The units didn’t have a competitivdcCants said.

and Oberlin were bought by the First Colby is the premier community in building currently owned by Commermarket share and weren't growing at “Colby is the premier community

National Bank of Goodland with th : cial Federal and ideas to keep thfe pace they wanted. northwest Kansas,” McCants s¢

ownership changing the latter part E@O_rthweSt Kan_sas %nd we want to continue downtown structure occupied. O]E-incials aéo said the demograph-and we want to continue being a |

June, bank officials said this week. belng a part ofit... If all goes well, by the end of Jungcs, or population mix, weren't gooddf it by meeting the needs of the a
Larry McCants, president of the Larry McCants the bank will offer new services, inenough to keep the bank. cultural and rural community.”

Goodland-based bank, said they have . . . cluding full-scale leasing and an ag- “We are pleased to be able to sell First National is an employe

been eyeing the two banks for some president of First National Bank, Goodland gressive search for farm loanshese branches to a company as cofwned bank with the majority of stc

time, but none of the opportunities McCants said, adding that the changgitted to customers as Commercidleld by its officers and staff.

have worked out until now. tothe Range and College First Nation@lommercial Federal will stay on.  will provide more services forthe areg=ederal Bank,” said William A. Ithas servedthe peopleinnorthy

McCants said today that the ConmBank location. He also said that he However, the transaction stillhas to In October, Commercial Federakitzgerald, chairman of the board angansas and eastern Colorado forr
mercial Federal Bank in Colby willthinks the two full-time employees ando through the 90-day regulatory prdBank officials in Omaha announcedhief executive officer of the Omahdhan 105 years, according to infort

close and all operations will be movethree part-time employees currently aess before the branches can charifjey were looking for buyers for sevfirm. tion provided by bank officials.
= Briefl Y
Weather: Some of everything Landfill closes for Easter

The National Weather Service sees some snow, sonfdhe Thomas County Landfill will be closed Sundar
rain, some clearing, some warming for the Colby arealasEaster Holiday, according to Larry Jumper, landfi
the week marches on. Tonight, cold, lows 30-35, northwastvisor.
winds 15-25 mph and a 20 percent chance for some snow. .

Thursday, partly sunny, a 20 percent chance for some ranogress Center closed Frlday

southeast winds 5-15 mph and highs around 55. Thursdaghe Senior Progress Center will be closed Friday,
night, cloudy, a 20 percent chance for some rain, lows 33: in observance of Good Friday and on Easter St
40. Friday, thunderstorms possible, highs in the 6@gcording to officials at the center, there will be no i

Tuesday's highin Colby was 58 and the overnight low thisiransportation available that day. For questions, cal
morning was 38. There was 0.07 inches of precipitatipgp .

during the past 24 hours up to 8 a.m. today, giving Colby .
1.89 inches for the month to date. Fair’'s meeting date changed

The records for April 11: 89in 1997 and 7in 198%he  The Thomas County Free Fair Board will meet at 8
daily temperatures, precipitation and records are providg@yrsday, April 19, in the 4-H building to make plant
by the Northwest Kansas Research-Extension Cent@s,coming fair. The meeting date has been change
Colby.) April 12. The meeting is open to the public.

JAY KELLEY/Colby Free Press

Susan McMahan is the newest dispatcher for the Colby Police Department. McMahan and other dis- Colby High School will host the Kansas State Hi
patchers talked recently about their jobs as part of National Telecommunicators Week.

Large group music contest planned Carnival set, volunteers needed

g ,
School Activities' Association large group music contest C01PY Elementary School's Parent-Teacher Orga
. . Thyrsday, at the school. According to officials, the CoIE?n Is sponsoring a carnival, Sunday, April 22, from
D a’tCher CElEbrate ec aI e %chool band will perform at 1:30 p.m. in the gymni 4 P-m- at the Colby Community Building. Jurassic .
ISp S Sp I W #IIN\The girls choir will perform at 2:15 p.m. and the capey s thethe_methls year, said Julie Price, one of the
cert choir is scheduled at 2:45 p.m. School officials Sl%%rs' In addition to bringing back the egg toss, many

By PATTY DECKER zens in Thomas County. gested that Co_lby music supporters interes.ted inseein elgoarri]r?fgrr:rZ]gzoar:ecgl?gr]iig'ai)iggl—%g(g% still nee
Free Press Editor ~ The following information was provided by Chigf band and choir performances arrive 15 minutes ahealdf- ; '

Each year dispatchers at the Law Enforcement CerBammunications Officer Marlene Pfeifer, who gived aschedulein case the day progresses faster than anticipiede compost available
in Colby take part in activities to raise awareness of theef overview of the people involved in the day-to-dayFor information, call 465-5300. The Thomas County landfill has compost to give ¢
role they play during National Telecommunicators Wee@peration. ) ) . ) free to whoever will come and getiit. If there are any ¢
which started Monday, April 9 and will continue through According to Pfeifer, not much has changed over thdHistorical SOCIety annual meeting tions, call Larry Jumper, landfill director, at 462-813¢
Saturday, April 14. last couple of years when it comes to the people manfing The Thomas County Historical Society will hold its an- . .

During this week, many of the local telecomthe radios and telephones. _ | nual meeting, Friday, April 20, beginning at 6:30 p,m_Tﬁead Start seeks applications
municators submit articles explaining what their job “I still serve as chief communications officer and dis-the Colby Community College Student Union. ReservaThomas County Head Startis now accepting applic:
entails. In addition, Colby Mayor Warren Hixson signepatch the 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. shift,” she said. “I've been ajons are required and should be made by Friday, April i8;the 2001-2002 school year. This is a free preschoc

a proclamation honoring the vital contributions these organizers said. Toreserve a space, call 462-4590. The greah for 3- and 4-year olds ofincome eligible families
people make to ensure the safety and well-being of cBee “DISPATCHERS,” Page 4 per person is $8.50. information, call 462-6067.
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